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lued any flare -

The jungle overgrorvth was too dense
lor the Pedro cre\r to see the pilot.
Fatka volunteered to ride the 150 feet
on the rescue hoist to the ground and
search for the pilot.

"I was on the -eround about 20 mi*
utes looking for him." Fatka said.
"I didn't have a machete, so I had to pick
my way through the undergrowth carry-
ing a medical kit and other equipment.

The valley was interlaced rvith caves
used by the enemy. Fatka found several
during his search and thought the. pilot
might have crawled in one to hide.

"I found him sitting under a tree," the
pararescuernen said. "He irad a sprained
ankle, which swelled up like a balloon tire
next day, but wai in good conditi6n."

The hovering Pedro again lon'ered the
rescue hoist cable. Fatka placed rhe pilot
on the seat and rvatched him reeled up
to safety. The hoist retunled. this'time
for tlle pararescueman, and Fatka was
soon back in his helicdpter
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LETTER OF APPRECIATION is presented by the Japanese Maritime Agency's
Katsumi Kuze, chief of the rescue division, and V. Ohnoiforeign liaison offlrcer,-to
capt. Thomas R. van winkle Jr., TSgt. Floyd E. cupp and sSgt. Gary p. Bryanr,
members of the HC-130 crew who assisted the Anshin IIaru survivors.
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SCOTI AFB, Ill. - - A ?2-year-old

pararescueman who risked his life in
Vietnam to saYe an American pilot
received the nation's third highest award
for gallantry here recently.

Sg[. Paul E. Fatka of West Hartford,
Conn., flew here here from Pease AFB.
N. H., to be presented the Silver Star by
NIaj. Gen Allision C. Brooks, ARRS com-
mander.

\Yhile in Vietnam, Fatka was assigned
to Detachment I I, 38th Aerospace Res-
cue and Recovery fuuadron at Tuy Hoa
Air Base.

On Jan. 31, 1969, Fatka's HH-43
Pedro helicopter crew was alerted that an
F-100 pilot had been forced to eject
from his fighter. The pilot had landed in
a bowl-shaped mountain valley near Tuy
Hoa known to contain hostile forces

Fatka's Pedro arrived 30 minutesafter
the alert to find the densely jungled area
already the scene of a search by Army
helicopters. The Army aircraft were not
equipped with a rescue hoist. In the
dense jungle, they could not land

The fust probbm for Fatka's crew was
to find the pilot.

"The pilot, in his haste to conceal him-
self from the enemy, had not turned off
the parachute beacon which broadcasts
automatically when a pilot ejectg" he
recalled. "It interfered with commuft'
ications to the ground."

The Pedro crew asked the pilot to fire
a flare to mark his position. Trvo smoke
flares were sighted, then a pen gun flare.
Guessing that the enemy might have
popped the smoke flareg the Pedro crew
went after the pen gunflaro.

The fighter pilot later denied having

The 4lst Aerospace Rescue anii R+
covery Wing's Japan-based units con-
tinued their flurry of restue a.tiviqy
in March.

The Wing's Detachment I at Fuchu
AS (a foint Rescue Coordination Cen-
ter) teamed with the l6th Aerospace.
Rescue and Recoveq Squadron at
Yokota AB for ruo missions only days
apart during rhe last rveek of March.
Det. I controlled both rnissions with the
36th ARRSq aircreu's doing the flying.

The action b*-ean on Uarch 24 after a

Japanese fishkrg r*sel. the Anshin Maru
No. ll. sank sorne 9G0 miles east of
Tok-vo. Flf ing ta thr s.ene. the HC-130
crew. under the contc"rand of Capt..
Thomas it. \'a:.r '.'.-:.-..:1i -ti- s1':s11g4 n

life raft rvith 15 Llersons abr--ariJ.

NIA-I sea survival kits and e portable
radio rvere dropped to the ral1. Then
two pararescuerren, SSgt. -\1. P. \Ic-
Manus and SSgt. G. P. Blvant-' para-

chuted to the survivors. The-v sta-l'ed

with the distressed crew until all rrere
picked up by a passing ship

It was onl-v two dal's later when a

merchant vessel, the Texas Trader, radie
ed for help, saying a member of the
ship's crew was critically ill and needed
immediate medical attention- Another
36th ARRSq HC-130, commanded by
Maj. George E. Glazier, flerv to the scene
with a flight surgeon aboard

After medical supplies were dropped,
pararescueman TSgt. Victor H. Madamba

and Sgt. Donald H- Goodlet parachuted'
to the ocean near the ship, They evalu-

ated the mants condition. provided what
medical relief they could and called for
a helicopter evacuation- A Navy heli
copter evacuated both the ill man and
the pararescuemen.to medical facilities
in Japan.

THE TARGET for the pararescurrni: '*ho jumped to the Texas Tr,:;=: '.i-:s iiie
strip's whale boat and a smoke float tl=,: :loto). Theymadea sttctt;s:-.:.;--::t:;rc
the second photo shows them being h+,s::.: .'.:oard the ship in a snrali :r-::
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