)
&

At 1217 hoixrg, 9 larah 1065 Pauosnn netifted the Jussue Jontrol Canter ad

Danang AS toat an AT wms dowm with soven arvivors, Suscvors vere sald to

be in woice sontact with an A=l nud =l alromf% In the aragh a~os. The primary

and sesondary alert Ii=i27 hellso terg wore alrswrne At 1127, The indtdnl

-

acantion wae cdvan ag 33 A01es on i v 193 seiit o Cpe W WSO8 T
twenty ainutes after the Jupsrture, UL poroe 2l woizvol * Ziash loeatiom

t0 53 niles on the 279° radial from Dunang,  We sorsected Gourss 224 headed
N0° to return to the eorrect trmok. i7ter several rismites o a he dlng of
30° 1% vas nececsary to clinb I7R thr-ish slowd lazers to iet to V¥R On Top
at 9,000 feet Wi,

It was impossible to estaNligh rador eontact Witk the 30T due to laek
of I7¥, however after a short period radic sentuct wos oatitlishod with the
on the sceno conirsl alrert-f and on airoeme IF was fattlaied, ™kis sirdorne

mmhmmmwmmscmmmnuwappwmmmﬂm

We were informod at this time that tis arva arcund the crwah ai‘e was hostile
nndmgrmndﬁn,bututhaumnhldmﬁmthmmrﬁn
supprecsion ve declded to continue the :zisnd.on.
!hmmuthm“movqsmﬂvithadotdmmgm
300 feet to 3,000 feet 3L, lehaﬁafwimht&dhﬂmﬂmlt




find the breck in the lover layer of clouds and hecase saparted,

Whils the A=l returnad to lhe wrash site to previde Tire smpport againgt
the 7T, we :71-’::1'004 Selov a bweak in the lower ovarcast while ths secondary
helleozter made a I atsor o o poaltion. We then foined up below the lowes
layer,

The crash eite was about three miles down e valley from the noint where we

penet=.i. " the lower layer. A<l an D=l alrerit wsre 7.’z in the ares and
e =l 't were straffing V0 positiong.  Althouy Joh adear "t wure iz the sres

end VZR On Top, 1% wag mt posgoitls for tham to lescond .5 the vellqy wes
only about one mile wide where the base cf ths elouds interoepted the side of
the rountairs, This provided axtremely limited menouvering space even for
the A=l niremft,

whan ve initiated our dash for the 7 survivers, the 2. CiP infrroded us that
there was heavy VO automstie weapons 213 sl ams Jire in the area. e alse
told us that we would have to fly over the 7T positions to resch the arash site.
Ibe valley loor was a dense jungle vith trees aiout 130 feot tall, We weub
toverd the crash "on the deek" at 95 imots and below the level of the tallest

trees, dodging them emroute. “hoM'aanortedlmullmfmnldﬂ
our path, hovever, I feel th-mbdmtion otlowaltitmh, cpeed, surprise, ﬂ
tree cover, kept us fron betng bt The O-1's further reported the Y0 fo be
sbout 30 %0 40 meters vest of the crush and roving in for another attecke I
knnwmldhﬂotohnduwowldn’ttahummrhohtopmﬂmm
the holiooptcr wold be an mu' m while | ' <




sarried ua slightly beyond the arcsh to a smell hill about 75 feet may. The
secondsry eircruft was just to our left and teiind use After hovering oves
the 1ill mouentarily, we :wved aloser to the AC7 and praced the nose wvhesls
of the hellcopter egrinst the eide of the hill and hovered with owr rear wheels
off the sround, This zeneuver kept the =47 betamen the helicopter snd e
attedicing Vo forces for possible protestion froa the automstie wespons Lires
At this Ume, J survivors ran from the oraeh 2u) entered the reuy ol o hoife
sopter. 43 the Jelieopter !sehanie (i) nad te Resews i Cuevivel Tenmicien
(R6) helped the survivors into the helicopter, tiay mmde visual sontaod with
the V0 about 40 neters auay. The erow did not attompt 4o fire on the V0 as
they vere helping the survivers inte i:hé helicoptar,

The original plan wes to effect recovirs of 4 auzvivers in the first
helico ter and the remaining survivors in the sesond helisopter. After the
first growp Jmped into the helicostor the TN ecdd, “let's g0," and the gsecond
halicopter moved in as ve roved out, When tho rszaining survivors #d nod
qpm,th-ﬂ:-i-ﬁﬂofhumﬁhiﬁ@lommmmtohm
Motha‘m'umgﬂuwpn;xonnmmmmw. The M and
mmmmmmmmmnmnm MM_
hlu?uﬂmitfmmmthm% mﬁh-‘
they vere sbjected to intenss fire frva on wnlnowa position. The seereh
mlmtnﬂnlmﬁmoftmdmsdwm m.stmh
mumw,mmmuruwmmmwu-ﬂ.




them as they run, however another A=l pesa surpressed the fire, The E{ ad B8
roturned gafaly to the halicopter after expending 40 H=16 rounds to cover
their eacape.

While the srew of the second helleonter was -n the ground, the Cirst growp
of survivers informed us that the remainder of the AC=i7 erew were dead, We
imediately alerted the seeondary aireraft to depert. With two creumen ow§
¢’ the seo 4 alveraft the neoonda:y R3S pleicel nda hel'oopter up to a high
hover over ‘ha orash o tey and alert his o =. iJter otisg $he halicopher
landing again, the HM and RS setumed to thelr airaralt as desoribed aboves
Lack of commmisations with the orew on the ground sould have been dissstrous
as the higher hover compromised the helicopier protostion from the trees, Aill,
and the srnated \C~47. 3odisa were not recovered heamuse of the hesvy ground
fire nor wves an attempd made to loszte the missing arvwman,

Both helieopters made an imped!ts departurs into the alonds and climbed
IFR to VFR On Top; the alimd was made at a low airapeed and high rats of elimd
in the gensral direction of the wallgy %6 awoid gontact wvith the mountaimse
When reeshing VPR On Top, I relayed to the 0CI agengy the fact that thege
were only six crewngmbors on the AC=7, three were saved, two vere desad,
end one nissing. We alse saked for a vestor to Danang AB as our fuel was
short and we oculdn't afford to zearch,

The severity of the ground fire is evidensed by the fast that although
all six areunsmbers survived the orash, two of the crewmesbers were killed
by ground fire and the other three were wunded. mmmmm
t0 be dead, mummwmmmmmmuu;"'
severed artery 1 his arm and 1oss of hlsods mu,mnrumuﬁ-_.--
given medical aid for shock. b z?

4



One of the survivors, Sgt Turner, stated that tis V5 had nade four attacks
on the orash and had been driven off by their fire and the A<l fire. %vo of
the men had been killed on the fourth attack and a third had been caught
outaids the arssh., When they could not loeats the third man orally or visuslly,
the remmining survivors figured that he was also killed on the fourth attask
wave, and told us that all three were dead when we recovsred ihez. The
mrvivors vo- -old by an O=l that the halloonbtors wore o the way in *»t
that th: VO vors also advaneing with taedr I170 ati-ok ave, aud 10re
then caly 40 to 50 motays cut. The survivors were prepa.«d to dash % Le
heligoptsr but garried thelr veapons for defenss enrcuts, as it uas debatesble
a8 0 the helieo ter or the VC arriving first.. The survivors believe we pioked
them wp before the VC got into posltion as there waz only sporadio sauall arms
fire from the edvancing VO during the firet plaicgp. This ¢an be gemerelly
confirmed by the faot that there was no automstio wespon fire uniil after the
second sircraft was on the ground,

The axcellent gover provided by the i=l's was very imporiant to the suocess
of this migeion. It would not have besn possikls to conduct the mission withowt
_their fire mpport vhile we made our approach and pickup, The A=l fire delsyed
_ﬁ.mmz;mx_q%mnmmumlnummf
Ahe save. The higher spesd jot aircrft which vere on top eould mot oparete
in the confined aizwpase nor provide the very close suprort ve had and badly
moeded. Another fastor that coatrituted to the sucoess was the speed of the
apptosch and pleknp and the elose ocordinetion between the primary and




than four minutes efter we first spotted the ecrash, If we hed been in the aves
‘-mnnnmmuuﬁmm-ummmnmmmmm
& susdessful oconclusion,

-m:

PRIMARY Capt Donald J. Couturs, KCC, Oak Harbor, Ohie

Ospt Harold A. Solberg, . OP, Spokene, Washington

S8gt David L. Langaster, . BM, Lawe Hot Springe, Zdads

A20. Albazt ¥, Foster 1II, %, Virginla Beach, Viegluis
m' 1st It Arthur ¥, Machado, RC, Fow Bedford, Mass.

Capt John 3. Kneem, OP, Burlington, Vermom$

33gt Ourtis ¥. Yanoy, 4, Odessa, Texas

83gt David J. Wheeler, RS, 3alina, Kanses

gu.n:. COUTURE, Capt, USAF



3. Ve've all reac and heard vivid accounts of the battle at is Han Special
Forces Camp on 9 Mar 66, For the men of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, that battle will
live in their memories, Two HH-43F's and their crews wrote their names in
tiie books of heros tiat day. Braving heavy gunfire they saved the lives of
3 crevmenbers of the AC-47 that was shot down there, For their efforts the
following men have been awarded the Silver Star.

Capt Donald J, Couture of Oak Harbor, Ohio, R3C of first helicopter
Capt Harold A, Solberg of Monroe liash., RCCP

A2 Albert W, Foster III of Virginia Beach, Va, Pararescue

SSgt David L, Lancaster of Springfield, Ill «s Crew Chief

Secondary Helicopter 7 A/ AgcyipDd RoC

Capt John B. Kneen of Burlington Vt., RCCP

aST’r, David J, Wheeler of Salina, Kan., Pararescue

SSgt Curtis I, Yancy of Odessa, Texas, Crew Chief

Qur sincere congratulations on a job well done,



DETACICERY 7, 38TH AEROSPACL ResClt & APCOVERY 5 abi
4EAUSPACE RESOBE & A SOVERY SEAVICE (HAC)
APO SAR FRAHLISGO 96317

EDITOR, AIR FPORCE & Spadc OIGETR 19 Oetober 1966
AIR PORCE ALLUSIATION

1m F-Jiu‘ﬁ‘ :“‘)?i}. Re We

::;..JE.IAGT’}LE, L &ulo’ m

DEAR SIRe

We enjoyed your June ismue very much, especially articles on the air rescue
partica of the Vietsan Symposium by Vaptais Bruce o, Bepp on page 63, and
*The fall of A Shau" by HKenneth Samg, Tth Alr Poree fistorian,

Hay wo aske a saall correction on the latter pleage. Page 72 mentiocuns a
OHe30 ploking up the AC-47 murvivors. It was actusily an HHe43F fyom this
detactmant, The CH-3C from the 20th Tactical Belieopter Squadron picked wp
same of the last personiel to leave the camp itself, Je didn*¢ receive owr
first HO-38 {fegeus version of the GH-30} until July 1966. The two HH—ZZI
arovs recelved the sllver star for thelr efforts. See page 24, 31 Aug
1z:me of the Aly Foree Tines.

WILLIAG Vo Ua HICHYHSGH, NAJOR, UsaF
Infarmantion CL{iger =
. cc. hAenneth Sems
Presid e bkl mry e 7
resident [ .

nt Lyndon B, Johnson congratulates members of Jgih Aeros N sh e T -

1 Citation,

Mgt 1968 ATR VORCE and SpacE DIGEST

Lef't %o Right: Col Eg ’
" X ward Krafka, form :
ava g ormer CO; Maj Ro
onald J. Rlior; and'TSGT Charlés T? 3 ntalhgrL. Ingraha,tn; President

——



DETACHMBAT 7, 36TH ABROSPACE RISCUE & RICOVERY SQUATRIU
AVROSPACE RESCUR & RECOVERY SERVICE (MAC)
APO 96337

REPLY TO
APTH F: dajor Hickerson/6104 19 Ootober 1966

Subjects OCorrection to 3d ARRGp Hewslotter

T0s Hqs 3rd ABRGp, APO 96307

1. He enjoyed the publicity in the July issue (Vol 1, Wo. 2) on former
nenbers of our detachment who wrote history at the speoial forcem camp
at A Shau, oa 9 Morch 1966, We woul: like to point out the error in the
nome of tho eamp which you erroneously list as “As Han."

2¢ Hore than this, though, we would like 1o point out the omission of the
Rescuc Cpew Commander of the secondary helicopter, lot Lt Arthur F. Maghado,
Fifty lashes with a wet noodle,

ﬂMi Ve Da HIGEE%M, MOZ" USAF
Inforaation Iificer

i . 'ickerscn TSGT Resos
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Silver Stars Go to Crewmen at DaNang for Rescue in Red Sector

DA NANG AB, Vietnam—Eight |

crewmen from the rescue heli- e e il o s

copters of Det. 7, 3Bth Aerospace] T e

' Rescue anddthle]cov;:;y Sg't ha;vei ; Successful rescue of three aircrewmembers of AC~47 under
been awarded the Silver Star for T 5 Shau s

rescuing three survivors of a, fire at 4 » Republic of Vietnam 9 March 1966. HE=43F

downed AC-47 gunship in VC-held, e

territory, i : Low Bird

The primary copter, with Capts, | P, c
Donald V. Couture and Harold A. C.P cap t. D. V. Couture
Soldberg at the controls and SSgt _ vef. Capt. H. A, Solberg
David L. Lancaster and A2C in RS M., A0 A, W. Foster IIT
'the crew, rescued the three sur-| o RS-
viving members of the downed air- fi\HeS:  SSGT D. L, Lancaster
craft.

The secondary copter landed!| High Bird
and tried to find the other mem:-| P,
bers of the crew until it became | c 1st Lt A. F. Machado
apparent that they had been killed | +P. Capt. J. B, Kneen
By the VC. Crewmembers are Lt. H.M. SSGT. C. F. Tancy
Arthur F. Machado, Capt. John B, R.S SSGT B, & Wise
Kneen and SSgts Crutis F. Yaney " . o D eeler
and David S. Wheeler.



AEROSPACE RESCUE and RECOVERY SERVICE

B NE WSLETTER
g & Y . T a2
15 August 1966 ; Office of Informatlon

SILVER STARS FOR HEROISM, Eight members of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, have been awarded
the Silver Star for "extraordinary heroism'" in rescuing three survivors of an AC-47 gun-
ship downed by enemy fire. The rescue took place on 9 March, near the A Shau Special
Forces Camp. The Da Nang RCC was notified that the armed version of the C-47 transport
had been shot down, and within minutes, two rescue crews were on their way. Arriving

at the valley leading to the crash site, they found the weather extremely bad and Viet Cong
troops heavily concentrated in the area. Both helicopters dropped to below tree top level

to take advantage of tree cover and the element of surprise. The primary crew with Captains
Donald V. Couture and Harold A. Soldberg at the controls raced to the embankment above
the aircraft and hovered, their front wheels touching the side of a slope and their rear
wheels in the air. Three crewmen raced from the wreck under a hail of fire and dived into
the rear section of the Huskie. The chopper lifted off, and immediately the second, piloted
by Lt Arthur F. Machado and Captain John B. Kneen, moved in to pick up the rest of the
crew. When no one emerged from the wreck, flight mechanic SSgt F. Yaney and pararescue-
man SSgt David S. Wheeler leaped from the waiting helio and darted into the AC-47. There
they found two crewmen who had been killed by enemy fire. While the rescuemen searched
for the last missing crewman, the survivors in the lead chopper told the secondary pilot
that the AC-47 co-pilot, in trying to blast open an escape route, had charged the enemy's
fire; he was missing and presumed dead. Hearing this, the secondary Huskie pilot lifted
his bird into the air to draw the attention of the rescuemen inside the wreck. They saw the
‘warning and attempted to return to the Huskie, but were caught in a hail of machine gun fire
and pinned down. An A-1E pilot, seeing their plight, dived on the source of enemy fire.

His strafing pass, less than 30 yards away, allowed the two rescuemen to complete their
daah to the waiting chopper,

PP T LSttt ]




