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At 1317 ho:xs,  9 nars:1  196 vr tJfic3c ta 3ealus janter at 

Dsnaag AS tsat an ;.:;-47 was 4:1w17, 	 atxriTors. 3..:r.e.Yore were said to 

be in voice oontact with an A-41 	eiruraft in the or:. aroa. The primary 

and aeocndary Alert ::3-4,17 halloo:tors :ere airborne at 1327, The initial 

•t., 	 az,t 	on •• 	1; 	 , 	. 

twenty mirsatea lftcr the d....):42.tare l Z sh lociation 

to 53 .tiles cn the 279*  radial from aculmoz. 4e, correotod course &ad headed 

310P to return to the corrozt trnek. ,'„ftor :several 1-2.1nutce on a bending of 

3100  it was nesary to calm:,  172 thr , 1,:h :loud layers to .04 to V1,11 Oa Top 

at 9,000 ft 

It waa tvossIble to establish mdar contAct >,1.ti: the XI due to lack 

of IN, however after a Short period radio ornitdct yes ostablishod with the 

on the saene eontral aircrtft and an airncrao ur 	LaitlIteJ. Ttin airborne 
OF was later pazsed to the RESICAP airlraft as we approached the =nab area. 

We were in2craiod at Vi!st time that t2._e 	around the crash site was hootile 

and under ground fire, !mt as there were A-1 aircraft in the area for fire 

suppresion we decided to continue the zisoLos. 

The welther in the crash area WRO over:east wIth a clod layer from about 

300 foot to 3000 feet Na. This lvar had a few istanted breaks ehere it 

VOS just poscible to see the zround. There MO another wieroast layer from 

4,Coo to 5,50o feet L. The Irpper lver raw had oceosional brealus. 
The 1E30AP'AI-91 rift climbed to the to of the uppor layer through tun 

of these breaks that were offset by 6 rev =Ilse. US made a rendezvous with 

the Am1 and started a decent with the sv.loadary helicopter rollowina. The 

primary alert holispdteridas aXe to follow the Aml through both layers 

with sore intermittent In, however the :..7oo4ary alert helioopter could rat 
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find the break in the lower lsyer of dloude and b000me saparnted. 

While the A.a retorned to the era& site to provide fire support against 

the 70, we orbited below a lamAk in the lower overclet while the aeoondary 

helicopter made a 12 steer to cur ?osition. ve then joined up :Ailey the hue. 

layer. 

The crash site was about three miles down a valley fram the point where se 

t.hs lovr layer, A•1 eu, - 	 vc4:0 	 in the area she 

wL*-- re straffIng 	osit3r4.AlCha:„ .  •1 -4t al- 	t -Are f,n L5 area 

and VII f)r, Top, it W4,11 not poseiL1-3 fcr them to demeond —.3 the Talley Una 

only about one mile vide where the be of the alouds intercepted the aide of 

the mountains. this provided extremely limited mnouvering epaoe area for 

the A.l rtiromft. 

Alen we initiated our daah for the 7 3urvivors, 	 -.;.h.formed us that 

there was hoa-Ty IC autatlatie veapollz 2.0 small arme fire in the area. He also 

told us that We would have to fly overt4e 	positi:ms to roach the crush Me. 

The valley floor was a *ier 	n1c uith trees ahout l;j0 foot tall., We welti 

toward the ors& "on the deck" at 95 ;coots and below the level of the tallest 

treee, dodging them enroute. The 10-1's than reported small arms fire all *Wig 

our path, however, I feel the oombination of law altitude, epeed, egrpriee, 4114 ,  

tree °over, kept us from being hit. The 	farther reported the VO to be 

about 30 to 40 meters vest of the crash and moving in for anothorattesko I 

knew we would have to land as we couldn't take time for hoist operations and 

the helloopter-vouldbe.an saertarget'while,hotrering above the stub. I 

vested to put the . A0-47.between the hel.iaolPter :. and the main VC force dUring-,4-) 

 the pickup. US flew directly toWard the l000tión Where the A04? leuriel)400::- 
 to be and as soon as it oane in tied, we executed a quit& stop planomperlidliiiii:::. 



earned as slightly beyond the ermh to a scAlli LIU about 75 feet away. The 

pealontiqrr airerhft was just to our le;.1 and i-sehind us. After hovt=ing over 

the bill uw.ionterily, we noved clo5er to the %C,47 and pl:--ced the noes ululate 

of the helicopter against the fsit;.4 of the hAll nnd hovered with our rear Sheets 

off the f:round. This zaneuver kept the 	between the helioopter and the 

attacking VC forcee for possible 	cot! or trls the automatic weapon, fire, 

p 	surviro7-4 reui fro:,; t.'10 	' 	 • 

the 3elico3te2' Zkiehanto ul:) fzei t 	Ttrau ; 

(BS) helped the survivors into the halieopters  tow mode visual oontaat with 

the VC about 40 meters awNr. The erov did not attoppt to fir, on the TO es 

thei were helping the survivors Into tj.14, helicopter. 

The original plan 1..s6 to ef2a;!:; meov:.r7 	AUrViVOZIP in the first 

belie:to:tar and the reanirdna survivors in tho se ,30nd helicopter. After the 
first group .lumped into the halltcr the a: eaid, "let' c co," and the vetoed 

helicopter navod in as ve roved cut. ' ,:e!ato reiliainj survivors did net 

appear, the MI and HS of the second Iltr1 deployed to the crash to investigate 
tile the 	mode a fire eAopreshion run on the advancinsf! VC. The IN end 

AS reached the downed aircraft while under heavy, small arms tire. ,  They eaters' 
the A047 and senrChed it from the oockpit to the tail. During this ~it 

they were subjected to intone* fir* frum an uemown position. The sear& 
resulted in the location of ton deceased orow members. Nhile attappting to 

return to the helioopter, they were wiz fired on and pinned dam by s =Wee 
gun and small arms outdid* the A047. An A.a. !wads a aloes strafing peal *WY 

dispersed the enemy, and during the confusion the RH and AO sada mother gm-

for the halleopter. One nore machine gun buret tore sp the grouhd bstwein 
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them as they ran, however another AFN1 pass sraTav000d the fire. The EH and IS 

returned sated:, to the halm:Aar after expending 43 ',16 rounds to Gave, 

their oolape. 

While the crew of the seoond helicopter 'ciao -pn the ground, the first group 

of warvivors informed us that the remainder af the AG.47 erew were deed, lle 

immediately alerted the eceondar7 niroraft to depart. With two cremes ouh 

thz sec 4 atc.eruft the s000ndary 	pitki2, Ail hWoopter up to a 

home over 'la orinh ti.) try and alert 12A1 	 the 

landing again, the UM and RS returned to tLr aircra2t ma desorld ahoy% 

Lack of oommunimations with the orew on the ground oculd have been climatioull 

as the hither have mpromised the belioopter protoction from the trees, b111 4 

 and the ernahod A3.47. Bodies were not reoovered '7)007Tu5e of the henry ground 

fire nor cine an attenpt made to oante the misaina extlyman. 

Both helicopters made aa immed!.-.te deporture into the *lends and oliebed 

xra to 'CR On Top; the aLimb was made at a low tirspeed and high rata of *limb 

in the general direction of the Wiley to avoid anntact .4ith the mountains. 

When reeehing yra On Top, I relayed to the OGI agency the fact that there 

mere only six *remembers on the AG.447, three were eaved, two were deed, 

and OAS missing. We also leaked for a vector to Damns A3 as oar fuel wee 

short and we *ouldet afford to aearob. 

The severity of the ground fire is evidensed by the feat that although 

all six *remembers survived the °raga, two of the crremembers were killed 

by ground fire and the other three Imre wounded. The missing man was presumed 

to be deed. Tao of the wounded were carious and one ma critical due to U 

severed artery in his arm and loss of blood. Enroote, the survivors were 

given medical aid for 
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One of the surrivorto 3gt Turuor g  stated thet the V7.: had made four attedke 

on the araah and had bean driven off by their fire and the A-1 fire. Two of 

the san had been killed on the fourth attnek and A third haa been oaadht 

outside the oraah. When they cold not boosts the thiy.,d man orally or visually, 

tbs remaining survivors figured that he was also killed on the fourth attest 

Wern, and told us that all three were dead when we rocovered them. The 

wwr- %old b7 nn 	that the iiac tr v 	the wey ir it 

that la: IC ri also ftdvancing with their fif - h 

then only 40 to 50 meters out. The sarvivore were prepeAvd to dash te 

helioopter Out carried their wealions for defense earoute, as it was debateable 

is to the halloo ter or the VC arriving first.. The aurvivors believe we pieksd . 

 them up before the VC Got into position aa there van only sporldio small arms 

firs from the advanciag VC during the first pickup. This ean be generally 

oonlirmid by the flat that there aas no 1.1tc:. -1, , tic 	l'ire until after the 

second aircraft Ulaa on the ground. 

The exoellent cower provided by the N-l's was very iaporteat to the swami 

of this mission. It woad not have been possible to conduct the mission withal' 	 -------- 

their fire support while wo made our approach and ,Ackup.. its Aml fire *amid 

the firthlWitteek long enough for our haliooptere to dash in and ent mean 

the save. The higher weed jet aircraft iihioh were on top eould not ciporOts .  

la the confined airepooe nor provide the very Close awiport vs *d and hadiy 

moos Another factor that contributed to the tr.icooes was the apeed of the 

moos& and pidopip and the sloe e 000rdination between the prinaq,  end 

eeenndary aircraft that allowed the secondary aircraft to depart no longer 



than four minutes after vs first spotted the crash. It ve had been in the area 

another five uinutes or arrived five =I-lutes later tile VG would have prevented 

• sueoeseful oonaluaion. 

GREW: 

PROWL 	Capt Danald J. Gouture, 	 n.b. 	 /VA.. 

Gapt Harald A. Solberg, 

..:Sgt Davie L. Lawa=tar„ 

A2C-Albart i.. 7ooter III, 

=DOAN: 1st Lt Arthur F. Maohado, 

Capt John B. Kneen, 

SOgt Ouxtis 7. Taney, 

W.igt David J. Wheeler, 

aia 

WC, 3ov Bedford, Maas. 

GP, Burlincton, Vermont 

11N, Odesaa, Taxes 

RS, 3a11za, Karam/ 

DONALD J. COMM, Capt, =.7 

....v., 7.1mm sayl.WWWW, 

CP, Spokane, weabiAgtoa 

t 3L , 
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3. l'etve all read and heard vivid accounts of the battle at  sLs. Han  Special 
Forces Camp on  9 Ear  66. For the men of Det 7, 38th ARRSql  that battle will 
live in their memories. Two HH-43Fts and their crews wrote their names in 
the books of heros tiat day. Braving heavy gunfire they saved the lives of 
3 crewmembers of the AC-47 that was shot down there. For their efforts the 
following men have been awarded the Silver star. 

Capt Donald J. Couture of Oak Harbor, Ohio, R3C of first helicopter 
Capt Harold A. Solberg of lionroe 1Jash. , RCCP 
A2C  Albert W. Foster III of Virginia Beach, Va, Pararescue 
3Sgt David L. Lancaster of Springfield, Ill., Crew Chief 
Secondary Helicopter //,..77,- 4/T ///4,-,y,1,or a c-C-
Capt John D. Kneen of Burlington Vt., RCCP 
5Sgt  David  J. Uheeler of Salina, Kan., Pararescue 
SSgt Curtis F. Yancy of Odessa, Texas, Crew Chief 

Our sincere congratulations on a job well done. 
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MAR ZIR4 

19 Oetober 1966 

Wi enjoyed your June issue very much *  especia14 articles on the air rescue 
portion of the Vietnam 4mpos1um by Omptain arum c. Hem on  Page 63, and 
wrimi Pau of A Shone by hesneth Sams *  7th 4ir Force Historian4 

May we zake a small correction on the latter please. Page 72 mentions a 
a,..346 !deicing up the 4.147 warvivors., It was actually an 161.143F frac this 
detaehmect. The 06N from the 20th Tactical Helicopter aquadron picked up 
some of tho last person-kel to leave the camp itself.  vie  didnit receive cur 
first UB..38 (Astacus version or the 0110t30) until July 1966. The two HH.OF 
crews received tte silver star for their efforts. See prise 24, 31 Aug 66 
igg'1211 of the Air rorce Tines. 

15 Left to Right: Col Edward 
Krafka, former CO; Maj Ronald L. Ingraham; 

President ckt Pnnald 3. Blier; and TSGT Charles T. Walther. 



DETAGIMEX 7, 3.li ALROSPAGE RLSZE & X:C3VE117 SQUAICZI 
AlriMPAGE Maui. it RLGOViat SLIVIGE (IAC) 

APO 96337 

REPLY TO 
AWN Ft Aajor atoiserson/6104 	 19 Ootober 1966 

Subjects Gorrection to 3d ARROp Newsletter 

TO: Hqs 3rd ARROp, APO 9007 

1. We enjoyed the publicity in the July issue (Vol 1 No. 2) on former 
MGMbOrS of our detachment who wrote history at the special forces clamp 
at A Shan, oag March 1966. We wou.0 like to point out the error in the 
name of the camp which you erroneously list as 'AD Han.° 

24 More than this, though, we would like to point out the omission of the 
Rescue Crew Commander of the secondary helicopter, let Lt Arthur F. Machado. 
Fifty lashes with a wet noodle. 

PriLiaki V. D. HIGEERSW, 146jor s  USAF 
Information 'ifficer 
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Silver Stars Go to Crewmen at DaNang for Rescue in Red Sector 
DA NANG AB, Vietnam—Eight 1 

crewmen from the rescue heli-
copters of net. 7, 3Bth Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Sq. have 
been awarded the Silver Star for I 
rescuing three survivors of a 
downed AC-47 gunship in VC-held; 
territory. 

The primary copter, with Capts.. 
Donald V. Couture and Harold A. 
Soldberg at the controls and SSgt 
David L. Lancaster and A2C in 
'the crew, rescued the three sur-
viving members of the downed air-
craft. 

The secondary copter landed 
and tried to find the other mem-
bers of the crew until it became 
apparent that they had been killed , 
by the VC. Crewmembers are Lt. 
Arthur F. Machado, Capt. John B. 
Kneen and SSgts Crutis F. Yaney 
and David S. Wheeler. 

Successful rescue of three aircrewmembers of AC-47 under 
-- fire at A hau, Republic of Vietnam 9 March 1966. HH-43F 

Low Bird 
P. 	Capt. D. V. Couture 
C.P. Capt. H. A. Solberg 

A2C  A. W. Foster  III 
r4e\--R7S1  SSGT D. L. Lancaster 

- 	High Bird 
P. 	1st Lt A. F. Machado 
C.P. Capt. J. B. Kneen 
H.M. SSGT. C. F. Yancy 
R.S. SSGT.  D. S. Wheeler 



AEROSPACE RESCUE and RECOVERY SERVICE 
/ 	

NEWSLETTER 
15 August 1966 	 Office of Information 

SILVER STARS FOR HEROISM. Eight members of Det 7, 38th ARRSq, have been awarded 
the Silver Star for "extraordinary heroism" in rescuing three survivors of an AC-47 gun-
ship downed by enemy fire. The rescue took place on 9 March, near the A Shau Special 
Forces Camp. The Da Nang RCC was notified that the armed version of the C-47 transport 
had been shot down, and within minutes, two rescue crews were on their way. Arriving 
at the valley leading to the crash site, they found the weather extremely bad and Viet Cong 
troops heavily concentrated in the area. Both helicopters dropped to below tree top level 
to take advantage of tree cover and the element of surprise. The primary crew with Captains 
Donald V. Couture and Harold A. Soldberg at the controls raced to the embankment above 
the aircraft and hovered, their front wheels touching the side of a slope and their rear 
wheels in the air. Three crewmen raced from the wreck under a hail of fire and dived into 
the rear section of the Huskie. The chopper lifted off, and immediately the second, piloted 
by Lt Arthur F. Machado and Captain John B. Kneen, moved in to pick up the rest of the 
crew. When no one emerged from the wreck, flight mechanic SSgt F. Yaney and pararescue-
man SSgt David S. Wheeler leaped from the waiting hello and darted into the AC-47. There 
they found two crewmen who had been killed by enemy fire. While the rescuemen searched 
for the last missing crewman, the survivors in the lead chopper told the secondary pilot 
that the AC-47 co-pilot, in trying to blast open an escape route, had charged the enemy's 
fire; he was missing and presumed dead. Hearing this, the secondary Huskie pilot lifted 
his bird into the air to draw the attention of the rescuemen inside the wreck. They saw the 
warning and attempted to return to the Huskie, but were caught in a hail of machine gun fire 
and pinned down. An A-1E pilot, seeing their plight, dived on the source of enemy fire. 
His strafing pass, less than 30 yards away, allowed the two rescuemen to complete their 
dash to the waiting chopper, 	

******************** 



With heavy cloud cover above and mountains on both sides, 

and outnumbered and outgunned by a superior enemy force on the valley 

floor, the gallant defenders of the Special Forces camp at A Shau on the 

Vietnamese-Laotian border held out last March for two incredible days. 

The full use of US airpower might well have spelled the difference between 

victory and defeat. Valiant US airmen did their best. But their best 

was not good enough, and after two days of savage fighting the fortified 

outpost fell, though once again the character of those who fight the air 

war in Vietnam was demonstrated ... 

THE FALL OF A SHAU 
By Kenneth Sams 

HISTORIAN, SEVENTH AIR FORCE 

W ITHOUT air support, the US Special Forces 
camp at A Shau—on the Laotian-Vietnamese 
border, about 375 miles northeast of Saigon and 

some thirty miles southwest of the coastal city of Hue 
—could not have existed in the first place. 

The triangular fortress outpost with its 1,800-foot 
airstrip was built in 1964 from material flown in by 
C-123s. Ammunition, fuel, -  food, barbed wire, medical 
supplies—everything needed to keep an outpost going 
—had to come by air. When things looked rough, air-
planes brought in troop reinforcements. 

A group of such reinforcements reached A Shau on 
Monday afternoon, March 7, 1966. An AF transport 
touched down and, with its engines churning in re-
verse, roared to a bone-jarring halt. Aboard were seven 
members of the US Special Forces, 149 Nung troops 
( the Nungs are a Vietnamese sect of Chinese descent 
who, as topnotch fighters, enjoy much the same reputa-
tion as the Green Berets), and nine interpreters. These 
men had arrived to reinforce the outpost's usual com-
plement of ten Americans and 210 Vietnamese Civil 
Indigenous Defense Group (CIDG) militiamen. 

They spent the rest of Monday and all day Tuesday 
strengthening the camp's fortifications. But no matter 
how many more trenches were dug, how many more 
sandbags were added to the double steel-plate outer 
walls, or how the bunkers were strengthened, the 385 
defenders of the camp knew that only if they were 
backed up by airpower could they hope to survive a 
major enemy attack. 

The Viet Cong knew this too. 
That was why a multibattalion force of North Viet-

namese, estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 hard-core 
troops, picked March 9 to attack A Shau. On that day 
the clouds were at 200 feet in places, and the 1,800-
foot-high mountains that straddled the' valley three-
quarters of a mile apart were in the clouds. This 
created a "box" over the camp, which the enemy was 
sure would not permit airplanes enough room to 
maneuver. The enemy was right. 

N7lIti 	N IETNAM  ..(1) 	
Para llel 

:Phu Bai 
.4, 	A SHAU* "pa Nang ,.... ,... 

"y, 	LAOS 
' 6 	- __ 	...,-, 
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ePleiku 
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Map shows location of A Shan out- 
post, strategically located on border 
of Vietndm and Laos. The fortress 

• . 

	

	 was overrun in March by a Viet Cong 
force after a two-day pitched battle. 
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This photo, made 
before the battle 

of A Shan, shows 
the airstrip in the 

foreground with 
the triangular 

compound be- 
hind it. The bar- 

racks buildings 
were destroyed 

. early in the bat- 
tle, which cen- 

tered on the 
• compound. 

Rugged moun- 
tainous terrain, 
combined with 

low clouds, made 
air support 
hazardous. 

The camp at A Shau was overrun on March 10. Most 
of its survivors were taken out by air. Aircraft did take 
a heavy toll of enemy soldiers. But there was just not 
enough opportunity for air support. 

There are pilots in Vietnam today who believe that, 
if the defenders of A Shau had been able to hold out 
for one more night, the camp could have been saved. 
The treacherous weather cleared on March 11, but by 
then it was academic. A Shau had fallen. The defense 
of this remote outpost sitting on one of the main 
enemy infiltration routes into South Vietnam put air-
power to perhaps its most difficult test of the war. And 
it provided one of the best examples yet of the caliber 
of Air Force people fighting the Vietnamese War. 

The battle for A Shau started at 2:00 on the morning 
of March 9. One of the Americans in a trench on the 
perimeter of the camp heard the thud of mortar shells 
being dropped into tubes. Seconds later, white phos-
phorous shells began saturating the living quarters and 
supply dump, setting buildings ablaze and driving the 
US Special Forces troops and Chinese Nung irregulars 
to cover. The barrage continued until daylight, killing 
two Americans, wounding four others, and causing 
dozens of casualties among the Vietnamese. 

The first requests for air were received at 9:08 on 
the morning of March 9. Aircraft reached the area but 
found themselves weathered out. 

At 11:20 a.m., with the ceiling lifting slightly, an 
AC-47 "Magic Dragon" was ordered to the area. When 
he reached the camp, the pilot, Capt. W. M. Collins, 
was told by the fort's defenders that they were in 
imminent danger of being overrun. He made two at-
tempts to go under the ceiling under visual flight con-
ditions but without luck. Listening on his radio to the 
ground forces' calls for help, the pilot tried a third 
time at almost treetop level and broke through. He 
saw the river valley below at about 300 feet. He 
maneuvered up the valley a few miles until he saw the 
camp, with clouds of smoke and dust rising above it, 
AIR FORCE Magazine • June 1966 

and, through the smoke, the red tracers of antiair-
craft fire. 

Collins, with his copilot, 1st Lt. Delbert R. Peterson, 
at his side, made one sweep over the enemy forces at-
tacking the fort, and poured out thousands of rounds 
of 7.62-mm. cannon fire. Enemy antiaircraft fire fol-
lowed the plane as it swung around. On the AC-47's 
second pass, at about 1,000 feet, several .50-caliber 
rounds ripped into the aircraft, tearing the right en-
gine from its mounts. Seconds later, the left engine also 
was knocked out. 

Collins and Peterson brought the plane to a crash 
landing on a mountain slope about seven miles north 
of the camp. The plane slid down until it came to rest 
at the base of the slope. One crewman, SSgt. R. E. 
Foster, suffered two broken legs, but the other men 
were relatively unhurt. Since Foster could not be 
moved, the crew decided to throw up a defensive 
perimeter around the plane. One crewman got on the 
radio in an effort to direct air strikes while another 
looked after Sergeant Foster. 

Fifteen minutes later, enemy troops attacked the 
tiny perimeter but were repulsed by automatic-rifle 
fire from the five crewmen. Then the VC brought up a 
.50-caliber machine gun and attacked again from un-
dergrowth toward the right rear of the aircraft. In this 
attack, the pilot, Captain Collins, and Sergeant Foster 
were killed, and Lt. J. L. Meek, the navigator, was 
seriously wounded. 

There was another lull. Then the enemy opened u2 
again as a rescue helicopter approachrdThe area. The 
hail of bullets was so heavy that it looked as it the 
chopper could not land. Realizing there was little 
chance of rescue until the machine gun was knocked 
out, Peterson went after it alone, armed only with his 
AR-15 and a .38-caliber revolver. His attack silenced 
the machine gun, permitting the chopper to land long 
enough to remove the three surviving members. But 
the helicopter could not wait to pick up Lieutenant 

(Continued on following page) 
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THE FALL OF A SHAU 	 CONTINUED 

Peterson; he and the bodies of the two dead crew 	While these drops were taking place, Major Fisher's 
members had to be left behind. 	 wingman, Capt. Francisco Vazquez, noticed .50-caliber 

While the AC-47 crew was fighting for survival, a 	fire coming out of the overcast from the mountains to 
pair of A-1E Slcyraiders from Pleiku, led by Maj. Ber- 	the southeast. This meant that the planes flying in the 
nard F. Fisher, was sent to the camp. Arriving at A 	closed "box" were being fired on from above, even 
Shau, Fisher looked down on the practically solid 	though the gunners were apparently having difficulty 
cloud layer underneath. He scouted around until he 	spotting the planes through the mist. 
found a hole in the clouds about five miles to the 	By now dangerously low on fuel, Fisher made one 
northwest. Leading his wingman through the hole and 	final trip through the overcast, this time to help a 
down the narrow valley toward the fort, he approached 	Forward Air Controller lead two B-57s down the val- 
at almost ground level against intense automatic weap- 	ley where they could attack the target. Fisher and his 
ons and 12.7-mm. AA fire that filled the sky in the tiny 	wingman, in their A-lEs, covered and directed the 
canyon "box." 	 C-123s out of the valley. In all, Fisher had spent some 
. An orbiting C-130 airborne command post directed 	two hours under the clouds in highly dangerous ter- 
Fisher to destroy what was left of the AC-47. Fisher 	rain facing some of the war's heaviest antiaircraft fire. 
assigned his wingman this task while he went to help 	As it turned out, this was only the beginning for 
the defenders in the compound. Realizing that more 	Fisher. The enemy attack had left a lot of damage. 
planes were needed, he went up through the overcast, 	Friendly casualties were heavy. USAF and USMC 
found another flight of A-lEs and brought them in 	helicopters evacuated twenty-seven wounded before 
through the hole he had used earlier. He then directed 	7:15 p.m. A Marine H-34 was shot down inside the 
their strike on enemy positions less than half a mile 	compound at 6:30 p.m., but its crew was evacuated. 
from the fort. Then he helped direct in the gt1=3e/M-43  The Communist barrage had leveled buildings and cut 
helicopter that landed at the AC-47 crash site and 	up some of the camp's barbed-wire defense. The tri- 
iproukht out the three survivors, 	 angular-shaped fort, with its 480-foot-long walls, was 

With only limited air support overhead, the friend- 	hit hard but still in friendly hands. It was entirely pos- 
ly ground forces at A Shau were still holding the camp. 	sible that the enemy had withdrawn as he had done 
At Phu Bai outside Hue, two reinforcement companies 	after attacks on other bases. But just in case, the de- 
were standing by to board Marine helicopters for air- 	fenders set up their communications to call in air strikes 
lift into A Shau. Two Army Caribous ( CV-2B ) flew 	at first light. 
over the camp and dropped supplies that fell outside 	At 1:30 on the morning of March 10, troops in the 
the drop zone but were recovered by friendlies. Major 	perimeter trenches heard the VC digging in about 
Fisher, meanwhile, made another trip in his Skyraider 	100 yards away. Another enemy mortar attack was 
up through the overcast to lead two C-123s into the 	launched, and by 3:35 a.m. the camp was fighting off 
valley to drop more supplies to the defenders. 	a full-scale assault. Moving over the shattered barbed 

This turned out to be an extremely dangerous opera- 	wire, the VC broke the perimeter and entered parts of 
lion. The planes had to stay close to Fisher's A-1E, 	the camp. US and government troops fired at the 
descending through the various cloud layers at a rate 	enemy and, according to Specialist Five Wayne H. 
of 4,000 feet a minute. During the descent, the pilots, 	Murray, enemy bodies were being stacked up on the 
Capt. William C. Devoe, and Capt. Ronald E. Trickey, 	wire. "They came in mass formation, fifty or sixty at a 
had to make rapid and steep turns to avoid mountains, 	time," he said. As the defenders pulled back, their 
throwing the crew members all about the aircraft, 	supply of explosive shells used up, they threw grenades 
Both planes were forced down to about fifty feet, just 	at the attackers. Tte enemy soldiers were wearing 
above the treetops, with a forward visibility of less 	blue-green uniforms, civilian clothes, and camouflage 
than half a mile. Both planes started drawing enemy 	fatigues, much like those worn by government troops 
fire about seven miles north of A Shan and were under 	in the camp, which made the task of identification dif- 
constant fire until they left fifteen minutes later. 	ficult. In the radio bunker, a USAF communications 

As they entered the narrow portion of the valley 	sergeant reported that they were badly cut up and 
just north of A Shau, both planes were caught in a 	could not last much longer without air support. He 
crossfire from .50-caliber automatic weapons. Reaching 	directed air strikes on the camp itself. 
the drop zone, each plane made two drops on the 	At 5:15 a.m. radar bombing began through the over- 
first pass. Still under fire, they made 180-degree turns 	cast. Nineteen of these sorties were flown up to 6:30 
and dropped another 'eight bundles, each weighing 	a.m. Three C-123s and one AC-47 provided flare sup- 
1,800 pounds. The cargo, mainly ammunition and med- 	port to the camp during the hours of darkness. A Marine 
ical supplies, fell inside the camp and was retrieved by 	A-4 was reported lost shortly after 7:00 a.m. He was 
the defenders. 	. 	 last observed by the FAC plunging into the overcast, 

During pull-up, Captain Trickey's plane took multi- 	and he never came back up. 	 . 
pie hits, one cutting a six-inch hole in the center of 	Hand-to-hand fighting was taking place in the sham- 
the cargo floor. This knocked out several electrical 	bles of A Shau with the defenders pushed into a single 
wires, making the engine, flight, and navigation in- 	bunker in the northern corner of the triangular fort. 
struments and the compass system inoperative. De- 	At 7:30 a.m., direct radio contact with the fort was lost. 
voe's plane took no hits, and both planes made it 	The FAC in the 0-1F Bird Dog overhead also lost 
safely back to Da Nang. 	 radio contact about this time. Bombing was still taking 
72 AIR FORCE Magazine • June 1966 



amo -atagram snows where Maj. Dafford Myers' Skyraider stopped after he crash-landed on the A Shan airstrip. "X" marks his hiding place off west edge of the strip. Maj. Bernard F. Fisher brought his A-1E under enemy fire onto the 
debris-littered, 1,800-foot runway, taxied to Myers, and succeeded in taking off in a daring and spectacular rescue feat. 

place through the overcast, but neither the FAC nor the 
fighters could see the ground. About an hour later, the 
FAC again reestablished contact with the ground and 
was told that the fighter strikes were keeping the 
enemy back and that the northern section of the camp 
was still intact. The defenders occupied the wall where 
the radio was located and wanted incendijel on the 
southern wall held by the VC. The east wall of the 
triangle was half occupied by friendlies and half by 
the enemy. The defenders wanted fighters overhead 
continuously. Incendijel strikes were placed on the 
south wall and on enemy troops who were reported 
massing to the east of the A Shau runway, which was 
on the east side of the fort. 

Although the bombing was continuous, weather 
slowly deteriorated, and by 1020 in the morning the 
ceiling was down to less than 800 feet. By now the sit-
uation was getting desperate, and the trapped ground 
forces radioed that they could hold out only another 
hour and a half. They said it was useless to airdrop 
ammunition as they would not be able to retrieve it. 

Around 11:30 a.m. Major Fisher, his wingman, and 
two other flights of A-lEs were over A Shau, diverted 
from another mission. Fisher led his flight to the target 
area by radio navigation and, as on the previous day, 
located a hole in the clouds and brought his flight in. 
Contacting the personnel in the fort, Fisher was told 
that all friendly forces were now in the bunker in the 
north corner and that his flight should strafe the walls 
of the fort. Enemy AA fire, which had downed two 
planes on the previous day, was more intense and ac-
curate than ever, but these attacks were essential. 

Fisher led off with a strafing attack on the walls, 
spraying them with 20-mm. cannon fire. After he and 
Vazquez made two passes, he heard Maj. Dafford W. 
Myers, leader of another flight of A-lEs from the 602d 
Air Commando Squadron, ask the FAC for the way into 
the target. Fisher climbed over the overcast, radioed 
Myers to follow him, and brought this additional flight 
down into the narrow canyon. Myers made two passes 
over the target, firing his 20-mm. cannon. On his third 

pass, at about 800 feet, he took at least three .50-caliber 
hits, one in his engine. The engine caught fire, smoke 
filled the cockpit, and within a minute, the plane was 
engulfed in flames. Myers was too low to bail out and 0. 

 could not see. Fisher followed alongside Myers, giving 
directions for a landing on the enemy-held airstrip. 
First, Myers jettisoned his 100-pound bombs and then, 
following flight directions from Fisher, brought the 
plane into a wheels-up landing on the strip. The belly 
tank exploded on impact, and the plane skidded along 
the jagged, wreckage-strewn runway for several hun-
dred feet before it slid off the west side, near the 
embankment, with enemy troops on the other side. 

Fisher called for a rescue helicopter, then circled 
the burning aircraft. He saw Myers climb out of the 
plane, his clothes still trailing smoke from the burning 
cockpit. Myers jumped into a small ditch off the run-
way among a clump of weeds. 

At this time Fisher's flight was joined by another 
flight of A-lEs from the 1st Air Commando Squadron, 
flown by Capt. Jon I. Lucas and Capt. Dennis B. Hague. 
Fisher was told it would take fifteen to twenty minutes 
for the rescue chopper to arrive. Believing that Myers 
had been seriously injured, Fisher decided the chopper 
would be too late, and anyway he doubted that it could 
make it in against the intense enemy fire. Therefore, 
he decided to land and rescue Myers himself. "I'm 
going in," he radioed Hague. 

"We're, here to cover you," Hague replied. 
The A Shau strip was not considered safe for A-lEs 

even under normal conditions. With fifty-five-gallon 
oil drums, cans, and debris from Myers' aircraft strewn 
along the 1,800-foot runway, and gaping holes caused 
by mortar blasts, the chances of landing a Slcyraider 
and bringing it up were slim. 

Fisher went in on the north approach end, which 
was blacked out with smoke and dust. He touched 
down through the smoke and quickly realized he could 
not stop in time so lifted off again. Doing a 180-degree 
turn with enemy guns trained on him all the time, he 

(Continued on following page) 
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THE FALL OF A SHAU 	 CONTINUED 

All smiles after one of the most dramatic rescues of the 
Vietnam War are Majors Bernard Fisher (left) and Daf-
ford Myers. Fisher landed his Skyraider on the A Shau run-
way during the Viet Cong attack and succeeded in picking 
up his fellow pilot, whose A-1E had been shot down earlier. 

landed on the south end and, dodging debris as well as 
he could, barely halted the plane at the runway edge. 
He turned the plane around in the dirt off the runway 
and started taxiing at full speed to avoid enemy fire, 
all the time looking out his right window for Myers. 

Streams of tracers came toward him, and he could 
hear the bullets tearing the fuselage. About three-
quarters of the way down the runway, he spotted 
Myers waving to him. He stopped about 150 feet be-
yond and started to unharness to go after what he 
believed to be a wounded pilot. He could not see well 
out of the right empty seat side of the plane, but 
Myers, who was relatively unhurt, was making a fifty-
yard dash for the plane. just before he could get out, 
Fisher saw Myers, pulled him head first into the plane, 
turned around, and took off. 

Flying at treetop level till he gained speed, Fisher 
finally got out of the murderous barrage and into the 
clouds. Minutes later he landed safely with his pas-
senger at Pleiku. 

It was a miraculous feat. All the maneuvering had 
to be done in a tight, socked-in area. The A-lEs pro-
viding suppressive fire had run out of ammunition at 
the time Myers was making his dash to the plane. 
Enemy automatic-weapons fire was coming from the 
camp area as well as from the hills above the camp. 
The runway was jagged with tire-puncturing metal 
ripped by mortar blasts. When Fisher landed at Pleiku, 
his plane had nineteen bullet holes in it. His wingman, 
Captain Vazquez, had taken twenty-two hits. Lucas 
took eight hits, and his plane was severely damaged. 
Myers' wingman, Capt. Hubert King, had to return to 
Pleiku before Myers was hit, due to a direct hit on the 
canopy which blurred his vision. Hague's Skyraider 
took no hits. 

Commenting later on the operation, Captain Hague 
said: "It was like flying inside Yankee Stadium with 
the people in the bleachers firing at you with machine 
guns." Captain Lucas, who also provided cover for 
Fisher and who took a .50-caliber hit which knocked 
out his hydraulic system and started a fire in his cock- 

pit, said: "I gave him [Fisher] a hundred-to-one chance 
of pulling it off." Both pilots speculated that the North 
Vietnamese had thought Fisher's plane had been shot 
down and were concentrating on the planes still flying, 
saving Fisher until later. Myers himself told Fisher 
when he was pulled into the cockpit: "You dumb son 
of a gun! Now neither of us will get out of here!" 

Despite the valiant effort of USAF and USMC pilots, 
the decision was made to evacuate the camp. At 4:30 
that afternoon, sixty-nine of the survivors, most of them 
wounded, were lifted out by Marine H-34 choppers. 
Another thirty men, including two US Special Forces 
personnel, left the camp by foot with radio equipment 
around 5:00 p.m. The camp was officially closed at 5:45 
p.m. In bringing out the wounded men, the Marines 
lost two helicopters. One crashed and burned in the 
camp, but its crew was picked up. Another with four 
men aboard took off and was listed as missing, be-
lieved to have crashed nearby. 

In the two-day action, 213 close-air-support sorties 
were flown by USAF, USMC, US Navy, and Viet-
namese Air Force planes. Six aircraft were shot down 
—the AC-47, A-4, A-1E, and three Marine helicopters. 
On the following day, March 11, another USAF A-1E 
attacking the enemy-held camp was shot down, but 
its pilot was recovered. Friendly losses at A Shau were 
heavy, and an important Special Forces camp astride 
a primary enemy infiltration route was lost. Five US 
Special Forces personnel were killed, in addition to the 
four Marine crew members of the H-43 and the two 
USAF dead in the AC-47 incident (plus the man who 
had to be abandoned). Nevertheless, in the fighting 
against an overwhelming force of crack North Vietna-
mese troops, airpower, despite incredibly poor weather, 
was devastating. Although it will never be known for 
certain, survivors reported that 300 enemy troops were 
killed by defenders and possibly another 500 killed by 
air strikes. 

Some have suggested that the camp could have been 
saved if the defenders had been able to hold out for 
one more night. Weather improved on the morning of 
March 11, and it would have been possible to bring 
airpower to bear more effectively on the enemy. Still, 
despite the loss of this important outpost, the US Air 
Force wrote a new and glowing chapter in its history. 
The valiant performance of men like Fisher, Peterson, 
Myers, and the crews of every aircraft committed to 
this action matched anything in aviation history, ac-
cording to Gen. William C. Westmoreland, Commander 
of the US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. 

"Without the air support you provided, we couldn't 
have lasted one day." These were the words of US 
Army Capt. Tennis Carter. He added: "If you hadn't 
flown at all, the Special Forces wouldn't have blamed 
you. It was suicidal, but you carried out your mission 
anyway."—END 

The author, Kenneth Sams, is an experienced military his-
torian who has served at Hq. 2d Air Division (now reasig-
nated Seventh Air Force) in Vietnam for more than a year. 
He has contributed a number of articles on the Vietnamese 
War to AF /SD, most recently in the March issue. 
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