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'"We were at about tree-top level when a snirer raked the side of the
chopper and it started losing power. The aircraft commander called for
the hoist operator to let us down as he could not nover much ldnger.

"Our penetrator got hung in the trees, but I was able to get us
loose without difficulty. I started unstrapping tie wounded man from
the penetrator before we hit the ground and got hia off -as soon we touched
grcund,

"I locked up and saw the chopper was Jjust sturting to settle in
the trees. The aircraft commander at this time took the controls and
threw it hard to the left in an efford to keep it irom falling on top
of us, It came down about 30 to 40 feet away.

"I ran to the chopper afraid of what I might find. The fuel was
splashing out of it, but the pilct was gble to get everything shut off
befpre the fuel ignited. I called to the hoist operator who said he had
a compound fracture of the left arm but could get cit by himself.

"We got the rest of the people out of the chosper and while I was
treating the wounded, a Marine patrol came in and s:t up a qefensive
perimeter.

"Abou: an hour later a Marine Corps CH-46 helic:opter came in to
attempt the pickup. They were chased away after two of the crewmembers
were injured by ground fire. A few moments later ar HH-3E Jolly Green
Giant from tke 37th ARRS came in, escorted by two U.S. Army HU-1E gunships,
to attempt the rescue. They were also forced to lesve after one of the
crew was injured by ground fire.

"By this time a cloud layer had rolled in and we were unable to °
call in any air strikes,' Seigeant Tobey said.
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"We spent the night there. Between tre‘.at.'mg the patients as
required and artillery fire all the way around our position to keep the
enemy away, it was asleepless night.

"The c¢louds lif'bed about £:30 a.,m. and a Marine chopper came in
and was able to pick up our injured hoist operator and pilot and the
most seriously wounded Marine before it was driven off by ground fire.

"We called for air sirikes and received three Marine F-8 Crusaders

loaded with 75Q-pound bombs. They dropped their ordnance where we thought
the ground fire was coming from. After they fin.shed their runs we called
for another chopper which came in and picked up the rest of us without
any resistance.

"ghile going up “he sling the only thing I could think of was that

I had stood right belcw and seen four helicopterstake casualties. I knew
if they started firing row they had me, _

The next day Sergeant Tcbey was a member of a Jolly Green Glant crew
from the 37th when they wers alerted to pick up five Marines who had gone
down west of Hue.

"I was in the secondary bird that day," he recalled, "and after
the lead helicoptsr was forced to leave after taking ground fire we went
in and made the pickup," he continued.

"We brough® ths more severely injured up first and T was busy giving
them first aid while they brcught the rest of the lowned crew up the hoist.
We had the last two cn the sling when the ground fire became more in'l‘:ense
and we had to get out =f there," he said. "The two Marines got quite
a ride on the sling, but were unhurt," he concludec,
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NOTE: This item has beern :zlsared for release by MACV.



Pararescue Man S\hoi‘ Down,

The QObserver

Is Rescued, Then Saves 5

Da Nang (USAF) — Air Force
Staff Sergeant John F. Tobey,
a pararescueman with 12 com-
bat saves 1o his credit, de-
scribes his work as “‘the great-
est job in the Air Force”

The 23-year-old Gilbertsville,
native,

N.Y. assigned to the

.mh Acrospace Rescue and lle-
covery Squadvon, flies in T H-
3E “Jolly Green Giant” h li-
copters.

During one three day perod
Sergeant Tobey was shot dovn,
rescued by another helicopto r,
and participated in the rescue

BUSY JOB—Sergeant Tobey adjusts slm,, on lus aircrait,

an HH-3E Jolly Green Giant.

(USAF Photc )

of five U.S. Marines.
tion started when his rescuye
ship arvived in mountainous
terrain 12° miles southwest of
Da Nang to pick up four Ma-
rines who were injured while
on patrol.

The chopper was forced to
hover about 90 feet above the
ground due to the dense foliage,
Sergeant Tebey was lowered by
cable to aid the injured men.
Since the last man to board was
badly injured, the sergeant rode
the hoist with him.

“We were at about tree-top
level when a sniper raked the
side of the chopper and it start-
ed losing power. The hoist
operator let us back down, as
he could not hover much long-
er,” related Sergeant Tobey,

“I'saw the chopper:was start-
ing to settle in the trees. The
aircraft commander threw it
hard to the left to keep it from
falling on top of us. It came
down about 40 feet away.”

The pilot, the crew and the
injured men got free of the heli-
copter, and together with a Ma-
rine patrol which joined them,
they set up a defensive perime-
ter.

The ac-

An hour later a Marine
Corps CH-46 helicopter attempt-
ed to rescue the men, but was
chased away by ground fire
after two, of its crew were
wounded. Moments later an HH-~
JE Jolly Green Giant with. two
Army Huey gunships as escoris
came in to attempt the rescue.
They were also forced to leave
empty. A cloud laver rolled in
and the group was forced to

‘stay the night,

“Between treating patients
and the artillery fire around our
position used to keep the ene-
my away, it was a sleepless
night,” said Sergeant Tobey.

The next morning a Marine
helicopter was able to get the
most seriously wounded out be-
fore being driven off by ground
fire. Air strikes were called in
and three Marine F-8 Crusadeis
dropped 750-pound bombs on
the enemy ground fire positions.

According to Sergeant Tobey,
“After they finished their runs
we called for another chopper
which came in and picked up
the rest of us without any
resistance,””
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DA NANG AB, Vietnam—

“The greatest job in the Ai-

Force!” That's the way a 25-ycar-old NCO describes-his job
as a pararescueman in Vietnam. SSgt John F. Tobey, as-

signed to the 37th Aerospace Res -

cue and Recovery Sq., has 12 com-
bat saves in 10 months in Vietnam
to his credit,

During a recent three-day pe-
riod the scrgeant was shot down,
rescucd by 4 U.S, Marine Corps
helicopler crew and parficipated
in the rescue of five USMC per-

sonnel,

It all staried when an HH-43 of
Detachment 7, 38th ALRS was
scrainbled to pick up four Marines
who had been injured while on
patrol 12 miles southwest of Da
{Nang.
£ “They were in mounta:mus ter-
4rain at about 3000-foot altitude,”
3the pararescueman explained. “We
thad to hover 90-feet above them
fduc to foliage. We lowered our
tiungle penctrator to them, but
tihey had difficulty figuring out
thow to use it, so I suggested that

1 be lowered to give them aid,”
lie said. ’

“We had the {irst three aboard
and as the last guy was severely
wounded [ decided to ride up the
hoist with him,

“We we re at about tree top lev el
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the chopper and it started losing
power. The aircraft commander
called for the hoist operator to let
us down as he could not  hover
much Jonger.

“Our penetrator got hung in the
trees, but I was able to get us
loose without difficulty. I started
unstrapping the wounded man
from the pen--trator before we hit
the ground :ind got him off as
soon as we truched ground.

“I looked 1up and saw the chop-
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trec ;. The aircraff commander
at this ime took the controls and
threw i' hard to the left in an ef-
fort to i eep it from falling on top
of us. It canie down about 30 to 40-
feet away.

“We got the rcst of the people
out of the chopper and while 1
was trealing the woinded, a Ma-
rine pabiol came in and set up a
defensive perimeler.

“About an heur laler a Marine
CH-46 came in to atiempt the
pickun. but wis chased away
alter two of its crewmembers
were injured by ground fire, A
{ew momeuts later au HI-3E
Jolly Gicen Giant £ om the 37th
ARRS cwme in, escirted by (wo
Army NU-1E gunships, but it
also was forced to leave afller
one of the crew was injured by
ground fire.

“We spent the ninht there, Pe-
{ veen treating the patients as re-
quirc:l and artillery fire all the
way .around our position to kcep
lhe enermy away: !-,t wiasa sleepliess

th-

per was just slartmp.f to setlle~ .uﬂmght *\he. Coplmuedl
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Rescueman Has Busy Trip

* The next

“We called for air :
next morning and recelved thr-:n
Mavine F-8s loaded with 750- poumi
bombs. After they finished iheir
runs, another chopper came in and

lcked up the rest of us.

‘ While goirg up the sling t
only thing I could think of '&m
that I had sfood right below and
secn four helicoplers take casual:
ties. I knew if they started Inmg
now they had ine ‘cold turkey'.”

day Sergeant Tub‘e&*&"
was a member of a Jolly Gregn
Giant crew from ¢he 37th when
they v-ere alerted to pick up five
Marines who had gone down west
of Hu« -
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