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Summary Jeport 1-3-102-8279, 5 Jet 48
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(C) ©Cn 5 Det 68, Jolly Gresn 28 and Jolly Green 10 were scrambled

at 0655Z with instructions to proceed to the 270/34/77 for rendezvous
with a two ship flight of Army UE-17 gunships. JG's 28 and 10 had
been briefed prior to departure that approximately at 0120Z a nine

man party had been air-lified to an 1LZ at approximetely the 270/53

of CE 7%. Aifter unloading, the H-34 which carrisd thenm had been shot
down exiting the LZ area. The ground party had then come under heavy
ground attack from grenade, mortar and eutomatic weapons fire in close
proximity to the LZ. Airsirikes had be=n conducted to suppress the
enexy throughout the a.m., but due to the weather conditions, the re-
sults were guestionahble. JG's 28 and 10 arrived at the rencezvous
point at approximstely 0720Z and the gunship escort five minutes
Llereafter. Znroute the JG's contacted Covey 216, the On Scene Com-
mander, and were brisfed on the survivor's condition. 4in irmy ground
rerty of aine men were located on a helicopter landing zone on the
279/51/77, further refined to e 215/31/69. There were, at that time,
Spads 11, 12, 13 and 14 (41-H) on the scene plus several Huey gunships,
The JG's were advised that due to a stratus cloud deck which lay ap-
proximately 1000' above the LZ, thorough suppression could not be
accomplished. After the gunship flight arrived at the rendezwous
point, the JG's proceeded to the rescue site. ifter holding in the
irmediate area for approximately 15 minutes until the ground party
reported there was very light gunfire in the vicinity, Covey 216,
still the 0.3.C. advised that JG 28 could go in for a pickup attempt
with the gunship flight to escort and provide ground suppression dur-
ing the approach, landing and exit. The LZ was a circular clearing
of approximately 25 meters in diameter and was situated at the base
of a ridge which rzn approxinately on a SW to IE hesding and rising
approximately 2000' above the LZ. To the south of the 1LZ 2 steeply
sloped hill rogeto almost the height of the ridge and formed more or
less a W extension from the ridge itself. To the east »f the valley
in which the LZ was located was a ridge line rumning NS zt the SE end
of the 4 Shau Valley. The effect of the topography formed a closed
or boxed canyon restricting entry and exit routes and a2lso meneuver-
Ing room in proximity of the LZ. JG 28 began the approach from ap-
proximately L000' descending below the cloud deck on a SSE heading

Lo the LZ. The ground party had spread a panel on the SE side of the
LZ and the crev of JG 28 could see four o= five team members by the
enel. The 20C brought JG 28 to a hover at the north side of the IZ
and simultaneously began a hovering risht turn so 2s to align the air
Talt with the sxit heading., Upon completing the turn in a hover at
crroximately 10 feet above the center of the LZ with the carge door
acing the praviously observed survivors, the 7ICP observed movement
on the 3W side of the LZ (at the 9 o'clock position of JG 28) and the
A3 saw three or four individuals s+znd u2. Both crewumenmbers initially
dsternined them to be the other half of ie ground parity to be ex-
tracted siuce they too were on the edge oI the LZ oprosite from the
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at aprroximately YC 592 700, UTM grid. Immediately after the crash,
JG 32 made a low pass over the crash site and observed an extremely
large, bright fire consuming JG 10. Approximately 15 minutes after
the crash, voice contact was established with the JG 10 PJ. Several
minutes later, voice contact was established with another JG survivor.
When the JG 10 PJ came up on voice again, he was notified by Covey
258 of the second survivor's location. Carrot Top, the call sign of
the ground party, was told to evacuate the LZ, move down the ravine
to the JG 10 crash site and join with the two JG 10 survivors. At
this time there were 7 survivors of the ground party remaining. Once
Carrot Top vacated the LZ, numerous Spads and Gunfighter airstrikes
were dirscted upon the area around the LZ JG 25 returned from escort
of JG 28 to CH 77 at epproximately 0905Z. The crew of JG 28, upon
lending at CH 77, obtained a replacement aircraft, JG 21, and after
briefing the 37 ARRSq Commander and Cperations Duty Officer on the
situation, launched in JG 21 and returned to the SAR scene at ap-
proximately 0930Z. The Spad and Gunfighter airstrikes continued
until the two JG 10 survivors joined, and past the time that Carrot
Top had estimated his team's arrival at the crash site. The cloud
layer confronted by JG 10 on their approaches was replaced with a
smoke layer from the airstrikes that obscured the ILZ from the crash
site. As the smoke layer was hindering the effectiveness of addi-
tional airstrikes and derkness was approaching Spad 11 determined
that a rescue attempt should be made even though Carrot Top had not
accomplished their join-up with the JG 10 survivors. The JG 10 sur-
vivors had been notified to expect indigenous persons among the team
led by American advisors. The JG 10 survivors and Carrot Top were
notified to come up on the penetrator in groups of 2 or 3. The 8
‘Spads and Dandys on the scene at this time formed a daisy chain around
JG 32 as JG 32 dumped fuel to 1400 pounds. At this time (1000Z) JG
25 (high bird) descended from high orbit position and established a

' low orbit approximately 1000' 4GL 1 mile SE of the pickup area on the
opposite side of the ridgeline where Spads were msking their air-
strikes and JG 32 was making the pickup. JG 32 established voice
contact with a JG 10 survivor and flew and hovered to the crash site.
The indicated altitudeias 2400 feet with a 22 degree C. temperature.
The survivors reported hearing JG 32 and popped a smoke flare which
was observed by the JG 32 PJ hoist operator. The other JG 32 PJ
sighted the men and directed the RCC over the survivors. JG 32 was
hovering with the main rotor blades between two layers of branches
of a 100" tree, at the 12 o'clock position. There was another tree
to the 9 o'clock position just outside the rotor tips. JG 32 had
previously attempted to accomplish the pickup with the nose pointed
down the ravine to allow an exit route, but clipped small branches
with the rail rotor without being far enough up slope to hover over
the JG 10 survivors. While the two JG 10 survivors were being hois-
ted, the JG 32 pilot observed men coming down a path at 1 o'elock
position and proceeding toward the 3 o'felock position on the right
(west) side of the stream. After JG 10 crewmen were aboard, JG 32
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37 ARRSq, History, Oct - Dec 1968 e
14 Nov - General Joseph I. Nazzaro, Commander, FACAF, and his staff.
=“Mgjor General Milton B. Adams, Commander, Hg Command.

= Brigadier General John O. Moench, PACAF,
15 Nov = Major General Charles G. Chandler, Jr., DCS Materiel, PACAF.

- Brigadier General Frank K. Everst, Jr.

20 Nov = Senator Jack R. Miller, Republican - Iowa.
- Lieutenant General Robert G. Ruegg, DCS Systems and Logisties.
25 Nov - General Howell M. Bgtes, Jr., Commander, MAC.
25 Dec - Brigadier General Robert L. Petit, Chief of Staff, 7 AF.
" 8. MISSIONS

(1) (U) 1-3-102, 5 Oct 1968. Two Jolly Greens were scrambled from Da
Nang to extract a ground party in the vicinity of A Sham Valley., Dur-
ing the course of the mission, Jolly Green 28 was disebled and had to
return to Da Nyng and Jolly Green 10 was shot down and destroyed. A
total of five Jolly Green helicopters were used to recover eight sur-
vivors including two survivors of Jolly Green 10. Two members of the
37th ARRSq were lost during this mission. (Ref. Supporting Document
1, page 15.)

(2) (1) 1-3--103, 16 Ot 1968. Jolly Green 24, enrcute to his orbit
position, experienced loss of transmission fluid and Jolly Greems 27
and 21 were sent to his location to render assistance. Becanse the
aircraft had gone down in the vicinity of enemy controlled Tiger is-
land, it was necessary to recover the crew immediately and later on

recovery of the aircraft was not feasible. (Ref. Supporting Document

2, page 20.)
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recovery took place at night with Crown 7 providing flares for illumination.
One éf the JGs hovered over the tanker and a pararescueman went down and
brought up the sick men. A doctor was aboard and treated the men while en
route to a hospital in Vietnam.g/

On another occasion, in the spring of 1968, a Buff recovered a Thai
woman who was in the process of having triplets, and in severe pain. The
woman was taken from a small isolated village and delivered to a hospita1.lg!
There were numerous episodes that included dedicated effort by all concerned,
and particularly by the pararescuemen. (PJ). On 29 March 1969, after a long
approach through intense hostile fire, a pararescueman went down on the
penetrator to a survivor who was located on top of a karst that was quite in-
accessible from the ground. The survivor was in severe shock and suffering
from a broken leg and a broken arm. The PJ assisted the man for a number of
minutes, while four Sandys worked the surrounding area over continuously. He
was finally able to get the survivor on the hoist and carried him up into the
JG. Still under intense fire, the JG egressed safely and took the badly
injured'man to the hospital ship Repose.llf On another occasion in April 1969,
a PJ was on the ground for more than 30 minutes in the midst of an extremely
" hot area to recover the body of a pilot who had received fatal brain damage
during ejection. A complete report could be written about these pararescue-
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A different kind of rescue took place on 5 October 1968, when Crown 6,
on orbit over the Tonkin Gulf, received a call from a Forward Air Controller

that an Army Ground Recon Team was under intense enemy fire and desperately
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needed assistance. A classic SAR effort developed with 14 A-1E Sandys and
Spads and numerous Army helicopter gunships being used to suppress the ground
fire of the hostile forces. JG 28 was cleared in to attempt a landing to
pick up the survivors, but in the process it received numerous hits from
enemy ground fire and was forced to leave the scene. Shortly fhgreafter, JG
10 startedlin for the pickup and received inpense grounq fire ffom ;he enemy
below and eventually ﬁréshed and burned. The crew of JG 10 were feared lost,
until contact was later made with the PJ and the aircraft commander who was
injured. After sortie upon sortie was employed to silence "the ground fire,
JG 32 moved in for a hovering pickup, while JGs 25 and 21 stood by_as backup.
JG 32 managed to successfully r?g?ver the four survivors of the ground team

plus two crewmembers of JG 10.
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Later the same month, a dramatic rescue of an unusual nature was made of
two aircrewmen who had successfully ejected and were in the water northeast of
Tiger Island. JG 29 went in to attempt a pickup of the survivors and received
intense ground fire from Tiger Island, causing it to crash into the water with-
in 500 meters of the two survivors, The four crewmembers of JG 29 abandoned
the aircraft and deployed their life rafts. Heavy ground fire was still
coming from the enemy on Tiger Island, so many fast movers were called in to
suppress the ground fire, while two A-1Es, Spads 11 and 12, laid down a smoke
screen to provide cover for JGs 31 and 33 who moved in and successfully picked
up all six survivors.lﬂ/

While water pickups generally were preferred because of the lower likeli-

hood of enemy fire, this case turned out to be one of the hottest of missions.
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