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laseien Narrative   

nr: AczeicIED t 1%. P 

At appreximately 0055Z,  Jolly Green 36 and 02 WC1'3 scrambled fram L-36 
for a rescue effort on Tempest 3, reported down at 21°/29' N, 134°/23' 3. 

Les Jolly Green 36, (Low Bird) and jolly Green 02, (High Bird), were airbcrne 	: t 
at 0100Z. T:eether was estimated 800 Ft broken, 300 Ft overcast, visability 
5 miles. Altitude enroute was approximately 10,000 Ft 	Sandy 31 and 32 
proceeded into the Area. Jolly Green 36 and 02 were accompanied by Sandy 41 
and 42. The rcutt fluan was L-36 tc Channel 97 TACan; North to 21°/03' N, 
103°/45' 3; ..ast to 21705' N, 1049/151 3, then direct into the area, the 
coordinates el' which had been revised to 21°/231 N, 104c/13' 3. -;eather 
enroute eee 8000 Ft scEttered, Sandy 31 centected 	 for any edditional 
le 	. 	 their phyeical ceediiee. 

ee:  eh_ cc-pilot eeid he had a broken lee, 	-ea . -2 	
. 

t_sk. 	,aso reported voices in eee 	 -r 
heeee 	,round :_re. 

The low clement was then turned over to 0andy 41 and 42 after Sandy 31 
and 32 had expanded their ordinance and declared bingo feel. Saedy 41 escorted 
Jolly Gren 36 across a ridze line in the vicinity of the sighted parachute. 
pickup atteept wee made on the pilot. Jolly Green 02 remained high, directly 
over the survivors. 

After Jolly Green 36 -eas establiseed in a hevee aeeut i5 yarde downslope 
of the pilot, ground fire opened up from below and to their right, uriving 
them off. They received several hits and pulled off to a safer area. The 
pilot of Tempest 3 reported thet he was hit and losing consciousness. The 

• Sandys made more strafing passes, trying to suppress thec ground fire. Jolly 
• Green 36 was called down for a second try. This time, the co-pilot, who was 

less then 100 ;Tards directly below the pilot, vectored Jolly Green 36 into 
close proximity. Ground fire caesed them to pull off after receivine several 
more hits. After still more fire suppression from the Sandys, Jolly Green 36 
made a third pass. Mora hits were taken after establishing a hover close to 
the cc-pilot. Battle damage was unknewn but the Paramedic reperted a slight 
shrapnel wound and that tha hoist was jammed. It was suspected that hits had 
been taken in the hoist. The Paramedic of Jolly Green 36 returned fire through-
out their 3 attempt61 txpending 6 clips of L-16 ammunition. Jolly Green 36 
pulled out of the area at 0255Z and received permission to return to L-36.  Cn 
the second and third passes, the Flight Lechanic observed the pilot lying prone 
with his head slightly downslope. Jolly Green 02 requested that they be- allowed 
to accompany Jolly Green 36 back as the extent of battle damage could not be 
ascertained and Jolly Green 56 and 53 were enroute to the area as backup. After 
proceeding aboet 12 miles South,  "Compress" advised Jolly Green 02 to return. to 
the scene, attempt the pickup, and report bingo fuel. Fuel state at this time, 
-0305Z, was 1900 pounds. Sandys 1, 2, 3, and 4  were in the area at this time to 
relieve Sandy 41 and 42 who had also expended all ordinance and reached bingo 
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DECIA.ASSIFIED 

fuel.  Upon returning to the location, 0andy 3 t ok Jolly Croen U2 down 
into tho ara, Jolly Green 32 had positiv alghting cf the parachute. 

;as  L:ade up  in a small valley on 	Lpprox.-11.-Lat.3 heading o2 070°. 
jolly .2reen 02 then turned to parallel the slope to 0:;'00 and was esta'o- 
lished in a hover over the  cc-pilot  when ground fire opened up again. 
Jolly -'.-reen J2 pulled off to a 	-rua 	t:,king two hits ia the 
right side  of  the  aircraft in the vicinity  of Lhsi cargo  door. 

T1":3  Sandys again atteri,pted to sterilize tne ridge line where the 
firing :;•..s suspected to be from. Jolly Green 02 was c..11ed down agzin 
usinE the same entry. Again no ground fire was received until the aircraft 
was  estab7ished 	hover, close to  th  co-pilot. Jo",:y 	 .  J2 took 
or., hit %:hich 	 penotrated 	:.naol. 	 intftrn1-;, 

coll. Z.. 
711:nt 	 !ceived slight cuts from shraz,-..1 

of 	filled 	airc.ft and  they retreated to a  saf:' 	I.  -/;;_:, 
thought later to be the odor of cordite.  The L;andys wore requested to go 
in and hit them again.  Jolly Green 02 _was within 2J minutes of bingo 
fuel. The crew elected tc try unca more as the weather in the area was 
deteriorating. This attempt was successful with  no known hits, although 
the 2aramedic heard ground  fire.  At the time of the rescue, the upper 
ridges -were in the clouds and visibility had dropped to 2 miles in haze 
and smokes, At no time during their attempts was the pilot sighted. Jolly 
Green J2 had reached bingo fuel and ::as advised to recover at L-36 where 
arrangements had been made to air-evacuate the co-pilot in a C-123. 

TIME: 0345Z 
DC= PILCT: 1st Lt. 3dward Garland, Ubon ATAFB, Thailand 
R.:20VERY AREA: 210/23' N, 104713' 3. 
RADTC. ..:aU7,DUR3S: Excellent 
C=CURDTTIC::: 3xcallent 

Jolly Green 36 (Low Bird)  

RCC - Captain ("liver E. LINara 
accp - Captain John 	Perry 
HM - TSgt Howard 3. Lassenzale 
PJ - SSgt Aaron D. Farrier 

CLIV3H 	CTARA, Captain, USAF 
RCC 

Jolly  Green 02 (High  Bird)   

- Captain LeLand T. Kennedy 
RCCP - 1st Lt. Donald R. Harris 
HE - SSgt Donald J. Hall 

- A2C Robert B. WilliamsOn 
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ARRCp !List; Oct-Dec 66 

(u) liassioNs. 	tr--) F-: 

J(1) -Combat. .- 	 - 

Det 	 Oh   

(C) (GP-A)  .  I-104'02ot ejected WSICefliana.::_lwe-Joll.1 Greenlaellappters 
0111-335) and four A-1Ei.(JOMORT);"611. sigr(SaiidY;.were launchedf twentl.' 
miles from pickup 'area' Jolly Oreen 36 monitored AOnvereation.betwein downed:. 
pilot and RESCap (F-1:04s).. Five miles from thiii miea Jolly Green 36*(lox 

, bird) made radio _contact 4th;_the....84b.viscir.ybgttelee.sed 	oraige smoke:flare._ 
low 1311-33 drOpped its -tip taraci,....10Cia p*aieti;40ireitidi pat' hoitt, . _ 

brough t up the pilot and dePar:tedthb'irea:IY:f4iiiihing .4titude- Op; coo rt) ;4: 

extremel,y Iteavy 	yes micniinter'el,":1rw ■rrer4tici bettle.iimadge yakausl,aip-ed. 
Survivcr was r4sturned'to hclie:statiOiVin 	 " 	 -"" 

toet-c*Aji.41-5-5. oct*Okkila;r4iivei: 

(C) (GP-4)  Two pilots ejected !rem P-4C neai 	San OWN). Two 1E-3Es and 
four A-lEs were scrambled to the scene. Sandy 31 (A•:-1E)'conta.eted the two. 
dawned pilots who reported that one had a sprained ankle and the other a 
broken lez. The low eletrent (Jolly Green 36) was turned over to Sandy 41 and 
la after Sandy 31 and 32 had expended their ordnance and declared bingo fuel. 
Ssedy 41 escorted Jolly Green 36 across a ricige line in the vicinity of the 
sighted parachute.. Jol_ly Green 2 remained high, directly over the survivors. 
After Jolly Green-36 was established in a hover over the pilot, ground fire 
opened up. The helicopter received several hits and pulled'off to a safer . 
area. The dciened. pilot reported that he was hit and losing consciousness. 
The 3ar.dys made more etrafing passes, trying to suppress the ground fire. 
Joll:v Green 36 was called down for a second try. This time, the co-pilot, 
who was less than 1CC yards directly below the pilot, vectored JoLly Green . 
36 into close proximity.. Ground fire caused them to pull off after receiving 
several =re hit s. After still more fire suppression from the Sanclys, Jolly 
Green 36 made a third pass. More hits were taken after eetablishing a hover 
close to the co-pilot. Battle damage was unknown but the Paramedic reported 
a slight shrapnel wour.d and that the hoist, was jarcued. It was suspected 
that hits haa been taken in Wel hoist. The Paramedic of Jolly Green 36 
re.turned fire throughcut their 3 attempts, expending 6 clips of PI-16 ammu-
niti on. Jolly Greer. 36 pulled out of the area at 02552 end received per-
mission te return to base. On the seccnd and third pasees, the Flight 
Mechanic observed the pilot lying prone with his head slightly ctownslope. 
Jclly Green 02 requested that they be allowed to accompany Jolly Green 36 
back as the extent of battle damage could not be ascertained and Jolly Green 
56 and 53 were enrcute to the area as backup. After proceeding about 12 
miles South, "Compres.3" advised Jolly Green 02 to return to the scene, attempt 
tne pickup, and report bingo fuel. 

7 	 * Rescue Crew Commander (RCC) Narrative 

c-,01 
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66 

Fuel state at this time, 03052, was 19C0 pounds. ..Sandys 1,2,3, and 4 were in 
the area at this time to relieve Sarxly 4.1 and 42 who had also expended all 
ordnance and reached bingo fuel. , Upon returning to, the.location, Sandy 3 took • 
JaLly Green 02 down into the area, Jol,ly Green 02 had positive sighting of the 
pargchute. Entry was side up in' a susll valley 'on an apriroximate heading of 
070 • .  Jolly Green 02 then  turned  to,..paralleltbe..alope,to 030°. and. was  estab-
lisheein  a  hover Over the co-pilot':ithen:Igrixtrit,:fire._openea•up again.  Jolly 
Green 02 pulled off to a safer area after. taking tw?,bitti in the eight side of 
the aircraft in the vicinity of the cargo doorelbe.Sandys again atteuptcd to 
• sterilize the ridge line where. the firing was suspected to. be from. Jolly Green. 
Q2 was called down again'usitig• the• aile:.:ent,ry.'.:,,AgitAn.,.no;:tround fire WIL received 
until the aircraft was establishing .14.1' .ahovers• 'close. to t,he • co-pilot . Jolly 
Green 02 took one. hit which completely 'penetrated-the ..:anuor 'plating, glanced off 
internally, penetrated the ,floori and. ruptured the loreard fuel cell. ',The Para-
medic and ?lig ht. Mechanic both reeeived slight .cuts'!from."ahrapmel..•- The odor of 
smoke filled the aircraft ;and -they retreated to a: safe area. ..It.Wris thought 
Later to be the oder of cordite. The Sandys were requested to go in and hit : 
them again. Joll.y Green 02 was within 20 minutes of bingo fuel. The crew 
elected to try once more aS the weather in the area was deteriorating. This 
attempt was successful with no kr.own.hits, although the Paramedic heard 
gre,ure fire. At the time of the rescue, t.}- e upper ridges were in the clouds 
led visibility had dropTe to 2 miles in haze and w.oke. At no time during 

at.-..ealets was the pilot sighted. Jolly Green 02 had reached laingo fuel 
end was advised to -recover to base where arrangements had been made to air 
evacuate the recovered zo-pilot in a C-123. 

Det  9-38-30-7 Oct (RCC Narrative)   

(CF-a) Detachment 	was netified at 1910 hours lxal by the 4th  Med, 
rdv, that one Aray seldier had a badly cut hand arrl required medical 

evactation as soon as aessible. were advised that the Army  Medical  Evac-
uation Unit had been notified but could nca. accomplish the evacuatior. since 

land±..-r zene was available . J.:3TC was notified that we would launch our 
two helleepters as soon as fnelirg was accomplished  and  our secondary crew 
arrived. Re-fueling and launch reaction time  was  greatly hampered due to 

non-availa'aaility of fuel truck (out of coamission for repairs). This 
meant we had to fuel one bird from our b3adder/pump sy-stem artd fly it out 
of the way so the other or.e could be 'towed close enougt. .to get Axel. Both 
crews were crepared to lax:nch at lc;20 hours but we ended ue waiting an 
extra. 15 minutes  becaUse  ef fueling. We launched at 1935 hours. An AC-47 
was ereerided for R.7.2:7J-7 •fr.ni:h era ved to be a very essential aid in the 
su.:cessful accomplishaera of this miesion. No pa.rticular difficulties were 
ene.:yart ered enra ute. N s‘r IF.: conditions wer a encountered because it was 
totally  black except fer 	occasimal 	or...the greurrl. No horizon was 

. The AC-47 crew advisfA eae a.f our position and gave estimatei3 to 
t.he dte.  r ■e were net::  flea'  enroute that two people were  to be evacuated. 

f") r7.7. 	
• 

. 
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Ar< 	 DAFSC 	 C•TSC 	 I NO OF PIESONNIL 	 AUINOEILED GtADI 

MINI 	 A9213011 	1 	A9213CO 	1 SL,PERViSIC 	 0 	SSgt 
&mot Baty: Parareacme Specialist an SLOE Nalinavtare. heahsts in the location and recovery 
rammed pilots from hostile areas in Samthommt Asia. Randers immediate medical aid to dosomd 
Clots and disaster victims. gaintaine kis mad detaconemt pereomal equipment in • itste se 
pa:rational readiness. additional pettiest Kaintaine paraebetes and weapons for the datschssIt• 

• COPAJMINTS OF REPORTINC OFFICIAL 	(s. Iambi dm. 	 •dd ••• ■ c,,mment 	 ■Acroe.* I?, 44 	• ■ 	h, 

"cr5 An SPECIFIC Ainammumns During this reporting period 'Airman kIllia:;on was a:signed' 
o a remote area to Southeast Asia. This is • devoted airman wbo constantly puts his (tat/ and 
he nission hated,* persomal dmaires. le haw bean nominated for the kir Force Commemiation 
or kis setitanding wort me.imember of this mJit. Es participated in TO °cabal missions end 
owed 105 eombat hours. Theme missions were floom vrer hostile territory fraa forward operst.. 
mg sites Iomated in jungle and mountainoas terrain.  On 5 October  1966, Airman talliassondis• 
layod great valor dvring a very hasardows moons mission. On this WeS51014 tits pilot was 
oundad by hostile force*. Due to the inten2e mop ground fire, the helicopter had been girl. 
we/ an fire previous recovery attempts. Even though Airman Williamsoo was wounded, be mo:r11,4 
email wappreesed V441 enemy fire enough to affect a reccessful pilot recovery. Airmen bi" 
c& after the recovery mood outstanding /odgmant in tbe diegmcses and trsatoont of inlartme. Rai 
AO beam awarded the Purple Evart and dais bean nordratied for the Silver Star for these actions. 
• Tie. Chief QC Stsff, Zomerel Brous K. Rolloway, recently presented Airman Williamson with It 
lire/. Star for brarmry am the result af • previous mission. STR113TESt Airman Williaastfk is 
2:Instantly mortimg towards Ube successful a000mplUhmants of the Lamvpate lescse and lacavery 

alssina. SDOCASTED ASSIONX3NTS: Deo to kis oatatsmding past perforetanoe, rs:43sartind Us 
retained im his present parser field. 

auTh+OUZID AFS-C 

A921305 

YU,. REPORTING OFFICIAL 	 DUTY TITLE 

,Amsistant MOOIC Paramecia* 
Dot 5, AAIUN 	 4toctian  

I s, NATURE 

DATI 
	Syi 
	r 	 

1 18 Decoaber 1956 	 
IX. REVIEW BY INDORSING OFFICIAL: 	soncur with the [sporting Official. Liman Williamson is an 
telAmtwisstio, conociantious and prafassional airmen who has shwa outstanding eireanatap end nor. 
Limited commie in the performance QC his.daties. Re has contributed greatly to this unitle 

HAJAR, GRADE. AND COG • NIZ AT iON 	 DUTY TiTIE 	 • , 	SIG 	EF 

WKS D. FAIR/DR, S3gt 	'ECOIC Pararescos Section 
DA 19 Dmmember 1966 5, Auursa 

X. REVIEW BY OFFICER IN CHARGE: 	X i cONcult WITH EMITTING OFfICIAL. 	1 CONCUt WITH INDORSING OFFICIAL. 

• I DO NOT C C UIL aria& Williams*. is certainly a proCassiorAl, 	pars.rimscru 
addition to the Silver Star and Purple Uart, be has boon nominated for the Air Medal with 
Oak Loaf Clusters. This young Airman was aloe ths recipient mf highly oongratelatary 

tions from senior offioors for kis prufeesimalism during pilot recoveries over hoctils - 
Airman Williamson has further improved the Air Farm image through his ummalfish 
a time and momry te a local orphanage. So is a credit to this argmaizatian 

.Air Force. 

NAM& G.EACTI, AND C4GANaATION 
	

DUTY TITLE 

ew W. 4 



A ITO MAJ YOUNGBOO, 	1 
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RECOVERtNG MAJOR 
ISSON TEDICATIO 
ALL. 

NNNNVV LQBA27V SLCO58JBA640 
PP RUMBDF ' 
aK„RUMSBJ 319A 2781340 

EEEEE- 
P 051331Z OCT 66 
FM 7AF TSN AB RVN 
TO RUMBDF/DET 5 NIARS UDORN AB THAI 
RUMBDF/602FS UDORN AB THAI 
INFO RUMBDF/DEP CMDR 7/13AF UDORN AB THA 
ZEN/3ARRG TSN AB RVN 
BT , 
UNCLAS E F T 0' C 05S 50CT46. 
PERSONAL  FROM MOMYER.  
PLEAS CONVEY MY DEEP APPRECIATION TO SAR AIRCREWS FOR THEL____ 
EXCEPTIONAL COURAGE DISPLAYED THIS MORNING. THEIR SUCCESSFUL 
RECPMERY OF DOWNED PILOT WHILE SUBJECTED TO ENEMY FIRE WAS AND 
OUTS1ANDING FEAT AND IN HIGHEST TRADITIIONS OF THE USAF. 
BT 	 LT Gnetiikj'P' 

• 0"M,IRA 
.-Pezey 	. 
MAssr.vs:416' 

. /514,21-0/8 . 

'1141i9701-A3 94 ZCCS C193 
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IN I 
a:lieg Z OCT 66 
iffrainte AL 'CHAU A F 8 HAWA n 
Tojw144priDEF 5 efi RRS UDORN A B 11iA /LAND 
Ore RUPS SJ/311AM''-' TAN S CN !MUT AB RVN 
ROB Bji5A RR GP TAN S CN NHUT 8 -RIM 
RUEDR /A/A RRS ORLANDO AF n4 
BT 

CLAS E F TO PRCC 0 0.408 OCT 66 PERS CNAL COL S M 	TO 
MAI. 	GELOOD* C CS SRA TULAT IONS CN EXCEPT #101AL PERFORMAN GE 14 OCT 66 
SUMB !WNW{ 211* JAERO C EFFORT DisktAM UNDER DM Frn_DuallG 
Won RAND,3 WOVEN 	T /VE PROFESS ANAL DED ICA Tr* AN D Pit ix 
FpliraT TRAAnial AM. 	E ALL ceicatlin. 	 • 

444/ady 
1-144eis 
-,A44.60*. 
-./701,44 UNCLAS EFIO 
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RUEDR/A 10M15261 
M 290 2910244 

V LaB078ZCRLA7 	KMC669 
RUMBDF 
1RUHLKM 146 29402 

WY EEEEE 
R 211p ■.142: T.:T 66' 

CINCPACAF 
To $UMS3JOARRS TAN SON NUT AB VIETNAM 
INPO_RUMBDF/DET 38ARRS UDORN AB THILAND 
RUMSW/3ARRGP TAWSON NHUT AB.VIETUAlt, - 
BT 	- 
UNCLASEFT0C31869 OCT 66. PER 
FROMGENERAL HARRIs. 	CompLE.1ENTS FOR 07rsT; 
14 OCT,i6. Exc7=IGNAL 	TEA:iuoRK DISPLA 
RAab UNDER HOSTILE GROUL FIRE REFLECTS VALOR 

(2.27 	 21;!.-D 	:OFF= 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

AARON D. FARRIOR 

Staff Sergeant Aaron D. Farrior distinguished himself by 
callantry in connection with military operations against an 
opposing armed force on  5 October 1966.  On that date, as a 
Parc:fescue Specialist on a HH-3E Reso.1- Helicopter. Sergeant 
Tarrior proceeded deep into ;tile territory and 	successful 
in recovering one of two Amel_an pilots who had baL.Jd. out of 

disabled airer,.2t.  Dieregarding his own safety, Sergeant 
ararrior voluntr-_-__; • 	throl..h heavy automatic weapons and 

arms fire __. 	to roach the injured survivor before 
the hostile fo2cos could capture him. By his gallantry and 
devotion to d-a.ty, Sergeant Farrior has reflected great credit 
upon himself and the United States Air Force. 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 
(1,1RST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

ROBERT B. WILL:A/EON 

Airman Second Class Robert B. Williamson distinguished himself 
by gallantry in connection with military operations against an 
opposing armed force on  5 October 1966.  On that date, as a Para-
rescue Specialist  on an  HH-3E  Rescue Helicopter, Airman Williamson 

 proceeded deep into hostile territory and was successfUl in recover-
ing one of two American pilots who had bailed out of their disabled 
aircraft. Disregarding his own safety, Airman Williamson voluntarily 
flew through heavy automatdc weapons and small arms fire in order to 
reach the injured survivor before the hostile forces could cgptare 
him. By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Airman Williamlon has 
reflected great credit upon himaalf  and the United States Air Force. 



Valor 
By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor 

A Tale of Two Crosses 
Leland Kennedy salvaged two 
combat rescue attempts that 
seemed doomed to failure. 

la 0 ONE who was in southeast Asia 
NM during the long course of the 
war will be surprised that, in relation 
to their number, Air Rescue and 
Recovery Service (ARRS) crewmen 
earned more combat decorations 
than any other group. One of their 
number, then-Capt. Leland Kennedy, 
was the first airman to be awarded 
the Air Force Cross twice. His two 
awards of the nation's second highest 
decoration for valor were for extraor-
dinary heroism in combat missions 
only fifteen days apart. 

Captain Kennedy had been at 
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, with Detach-
ment 5 of the 38th ARRS Squadron 
only a short time when, on  October 5, 
1966, he  lifted his HH-3E Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter off the ground to 
search for an  F-4C crew downed 
along the Black River west of Hanoi. It 
was a deep penetration—some 300 
miles into enemy territory. He was fly-
ing backup to Capt. Oliver O'Mara, 
pilot of the low rescue bird. 

The F-4 crew was located in a box 
canyon. Two A-1H "Sandys" made a 
low pass over the area, drawing no 
fire. Captain O'Mara dropped into the 
canyon and lowered his hoist. His 
helicopter was immediately hit by fire 
from a ridge 200 yards above the F-4 
pilot. Captain O'Mara had to pull out, 
but he made two more attempts in the 
badly damaged HH-3E before his 
hoist was knocked out and he had to 
head for Udorn. (Captain O'Mara was 
awarded the Air Force Cross for his 
part in the mission.) 

The usual practice was for the sec-
ondary helicopter to escort the lead 
ship home if it was heavily damaged, 
but Captain Kennedy was asked to re-
turn and attempt a pickup. It was his 
eighth mission and his first actual res-
cue attempt. On the first pass, his 
Jolly Green was hit and one of the 
crew wounded. In spite of the odds 
against them, Kennedy's three crew-
men joined him in wanting to try 

again. Four times the HH-3E was driv-
en off by enemy fire, taking more hits 
on each pass. On the fifth try, with 
Captain Kennedy holding the aircraft 
in a hover just off the canyon floor, the 
crew dropped their hoist to the pilot 
and reeled him in. Kennedy climbed 
out of the canyon and flew his tattered 
chopper back to Udorn. His determi-
nation, skill, and sustained heroism 
were to make him a member of an elite 
group—only twenty-five at that time 
—to earn the Air Force Cross. 

The mission for which Captain Ken-
nedy was awarded an oak leaf cluster 
to the Air Force Cross came fifteen 
days later, on October 20. Again he 
was flying the secondary helicopter in 
an attempt to rescue an F-4 crew, both 
of whom had parachuted into trees. 
The lead helicopter, flown by Maj. 
A. D. Youngblood, dropped its hoist  

to the pilot, who had strapped himself 
to a tree. While the downed pilot 
was hanging half in the hoist, Major 
Youngblood's Jolly Green was hit so 
hard he had to make an emergency 
landing. 

Captain Kennedy, descending and 
dumping fuel to compensate for the 
added weight of Major Youngblood's 
crew and the F-4 pilot, directed 
Youngblood to a field nearly a mile 
away. Kennedy had to continue 
dumping fuel while on the ground—
engines running and rotor turning—
knowing that vaporizing fuel might 
blow up the aircraft at any moment. 
Luck was with them. Major Young-
blood's crew and the rescued pilot 
climbed aboard, one of them 
wounded by small arms fire, and Ken-
nedy lifted off with nine men in the 
helicopter. 

At that point, an 0-1E pilot spotted 
the second F-4 crewman, still in a tree. 
As Kennedy hovered to pick him up, 
enemy soldiers came from the tree 
line, firing at the HH-3. The F-4 crew-
man was wounded as he came up the 
hoist, and Kennedy started for 
Nakhon Phanom. Then one of the 
Sandys that had participated in the 
rescue reported that it mas losing 
power. Kennedy escorted the dam-
aged Sandy all the way to a safe land-
ing. It was a great day for an elated 
Jolly Green crew who saved six fellow 
Americans from death or the horrors 
of Hanoi's prisons. 

Leland Kennedy, now a retired 
colonel, flew ninety-nine missions in 
southeast Asia for a total of 354 com-
bat hours. Colonel Kennedy spent 
much of his subsequent career in 
Alaska before retiring from an assign-
ment as director of Operations Plans 
at Tactical Air Command headquar-
ters. Like so many other ARRS crew-
men, the satisfaction of saving others 
whose lives were in peril made his 
combat tour in southeast Asia the 
high point of an Air Force career. 
Leland Kennedy was a major player in 
southeast Asia rescue operations, 
called by former Secretary of the Air 
Force Harold Brown "one of the most 
outstanding human dramas in the 
history of the Air Force." • 
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Lantana Paramedic In 
Dramatic Pilot-Rescue 

When Air Force  1st LL Ed-
ard Garland, 24, of New Or-

eans, La., parachuted Into 
North Vietnamese territory last 

ednesday  (Oct. 5)  the odds 
seemed stacked against his 
hances of staying alive and out 

enemy hands. 
Moments before, the F-4C 

pilot had been flying an escort  

mud up a couple ot hiuxiker-
chiefs. II looked like something 
had punctured the boot." 

Using a survival knife, Gar-
land cut strips from his para-
chute to rig compresses for his 
wound. His back injury made 
every move palling. • 

The crippled jet ftghter 
c rashed against a nearby moun-
tain. Unexpended ammunition 
and rockets exploded from the 
heat of the fire. Between deton-
ations Garland could hear the 
shouts of enemy soldiers sear-
ching for him. The young pilot 
drew his pistol and waited. 

Minutes later, two Air Force 
F-105 Tbunderchiefs joined the 
search for the dawned flyers. 
The jets in turn, were joinedby 
two, slower, prop-driven A-IE 
Skyraiders. Garland's chances 
for survival immediately im-
proved. 

Captain Robert A. Marron, 
35, of Lincoln, Nebraska, 
one of the Skyraider pilots, re-
ports, The downed pilot was on 
the side of a mamtain. We had 
to go in firing tip hill and then 
brea.k off as we penetrated the 
low hanging overcast. We could 
see where the North Vietnamese 
were approaching and we tired 
out everything we had." 

At this point the first of two 
Air Force HH-3 Jolly Green 
Giant rescue helicopters whir- 

'led overhead. A Skyraider es-
corted the first chaxer to the 
pilots position but as somas 
started down, the *helicopter 
was raked by gramdftre and 
forced to abort the pick up at-
temP1- 

Marra% aad his wingman, 
Major Bruce Purdy, 35, of 
Hamilton, N.Y., then.bade sev-
eral strafing runs on the ridge 
line where the enemy rire came 
from. When their ammunition 
was exhausted they continued 
making dry runs to keep the 
enemrs heads down. 

hade about 80 passes 
both firing and dry runs, tryini 
to keep the dawned pilot iso-
lated. The enemy soldiers 
never ventured into the cpen so 
I guess it worked," the Captain 
said. 

First  Lieutenant  Donald  R. 
Harris, 25, at Boise, fda-ho, 
WAS flying the helicopter which 
was orbiting high, out of the 
reach of ground fire. "we 
were the high bird and 'Jolly 
Green' was low. They made 
three pick up attempts and tostk 
several hits on each pass be-
fore they were forced to break 
off.*' 

Harris chopper then made two 
attempts at reaching Garland 
but were driven offeach time by 
gronixi fire. One burst sprayed 
shrapnel cn-er paramedic A. 2C 
Robert EL williamson of Lan-
tana, bat he received onlY su-
perficial  scratches. 

'rite Skyraiders were called kt 
for more strafing passes and 
Harris made a third attempt. 
As the big craft came to-a 
hover, S. Sgt. Donald Hall, 29, 
at Strool, Ckla., lowered the 
tangle penetrator to Garland. 
The wounded  pilot  mounted the 
device and was quickly winched 
into  the chopper's cabin. 

Harris said. i•Vie left .the 
pick up point with minimum 
fuel and found we had taken 
hit through our forward fuel 
cell. 

Thrt•e hours later Garland 
being treated at the dispensary 
at tds borne base commented cn 
the rescue force. "Their ef-
fort was beautiful. The Sky.: 
rakiers kept those enemy trove 
dawn taxi the •Jollies' kept pres-

! sing in despite tbe Intense 

1 it. • 

Garland felt a sharp pain in 
his bac.k as he was blown out of 
his seat. When he hit the ground 
he saw that one of his boots were 
covered with blocd. 

"There was quite a bid of 
blocd,- he later reported. "It 
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BAind a Banana Tree -Li The Air Force Cross" 
"One thing I remember very 

well — one lousy little banana 
tree. I saw it every time I 
went in." 

Major Leland T. Kennedy, 
3,3, ramrod straight, articulate, 
composed, allowed a thin 
smile to curl up and away 
from his lips. The irony of 
the banana tree was obvious. 
Behind it was the Air Force 
Cross. 

Before him now w ere 
images, and he averted his 
eyes as he described them: 

Maj. Leland T. Kennedy 

An F-4C pilot on the ground 
along the Black River which 
runs through North Vietnam, 
the dull thump of small arms 
fire pounding into his 1111-3E 
rescue helicopter, the Sandies 
(A-IE Skyraiders) roaring 
along the canyon ridge above 
him strafing enemy positions, 
the pungent smell of cordite 
all around him, the strange 
feeling that he was hovering 
in a 45-degree angle — and a 
piece of chewing gum. 

"Funny, isn't it," he smiled, 
"right in the middle of the 
whole thing I wanted a piece 
of gum. My mouth felt like 
cotton. I asked my copilot if 

The oak leaf cluster was 
awarded for his valor on an-
other mission, 15 days after 
the Oct. 5, 1966 effort in which 
he and O'Mara, a silver-haired 
45-year-old veteran of World 
War 11 and Korea, were cited 
for "extraordinary heroism, 
superb airmanship and ag-
gressiveness in the face of the 
opposing force." 

The formality of the cita-
tion, colorless and concise, 
couldn't hide the torrent of 
emotion, determination and 
courage of the two pilots and 
their crews of the HH-3E 
Jolly Green Giant rescue heli-
copters. 

"011ie was flying low bird 
on the mission," Kennedy 
said, "and I was above and 
some distance behind him as 
we approached the area in 
which the two-man cr e w 
of the F4C Phantom was 
downed. 

"The two Sandies went 
down and made a low pass 
over the area. Nothing hap-
pened — no gunfire or any-
thing — and 011ie dropped 
into the box-like canyon and 
lowered his hoist to pick up 
the pilot. 

"Then all hell broke loose. 
I'll never forget 011ie's reac-
tion as I listened on the ra-
dio. He was being fired on 
from the ridge line about 200 
yards above the pilot on the 
ground. 011ie's chopper was 
taking hits and he had to pull 
out of the area." 

O'Mara, of Kenosha, Wis., 
a hard-jawed realist who has 
been where the action was 
ever since he flew fighter es-
cort for bombers over Japan 
in World War II and later 
piloted rescue helicopters in 
Korea, called in the propeller-
driven Sandies for another 
run at the ridge. 

Again he dropped along 
the canyon walls, maneuvered 
into a hover — and tiad to 
back off as tracers tore int() 
the Jolly Green. 

Green base at Udorn, Thai-
land. 

"It is usual procedure for 
the secondary chopper to fly 
back with the lead ship if it 
is heavily damaged," Kennedy 
said. "Then, in case the air-
craft goes down, the second 
chopper can pick up the crew. 
But as I started out with 
011ie I was called on the res-
cue network to return and 
try for the pickup." 

Kennedy, a 6-foot, 150- 
pounder wit h penetrating, 
dark eyes, didn't try to hide 
his feelings. "It was my first 
actual combat rescue at-
tempt," he said, "and I was 
excited. When you are flying 
high above the action, listen-
ing to the radio reports, you 
don't feel part of the thing. 
When I started down into the 
canyon. I felt we no longer 
had a rescue mission — we 
were In a real fight." 

The major came in from 
the south, flew over the 
downed pilot, dropped his 
hoist and quickly became the 
builseye in a target "I didn't 
know where all the noise was  

would come out of the thing 
alive. But once you see the 
man on the ground, you want 
to get him. After the second 
pass, I felt a sense of detach-
ment., as if I were watching 
the whole thing on a movie 
screen. You don't stop and 
think about it any more. You 
just do the things you're 
trained to do. 

"And right hi front of me 
on each of the five passes, 
there was that banana tree. 
Funny how something like 
that comes to mind." 

As Kennedy made his third 
try, he was aware of a strong 
scent of cordite and thought 
the chopper was on fire. But 
he didn't know that his Jolly 
Green was badly damaged and 
streaming fuel. He wa.s hav-
ing trouble leveling his heli-
copter. 
"The canyon wall stood at 

about a 45-degree angle," he 
explained, and everytime I 
looked up I felt I was in a 
bank." 
On the fifth pass, Kennedy's 

crew dropped the hoist "in the 
lap" of the pilot, and he was 
reeled aboard the helicopter 
as Kennedy climbed out of the 
canyon at 80 knots. 

Kennedy didn't have much 
time to get over a normal 
case of after-mission jitters. 
Fifteen days later he was fly-
ing again in the secondary 
chopper when the Jolly Green 
twosome was called out to 
pick up another Phantom 
crew downed in a heavily 
defended area. 

"After the second rough 
mission in a couple of weeks, 
nobody in the sq u ad r o n 
wanted to fly low bird with 
me," Kennedy laughed. 

Both the Phantom crewmen 
had parachuted and landed in 
trees. Major A.D. Voimgblood, 
pilot of the primary chopper, 
hovered over the pilot and 
dropped his hoist, but the pi-
lot had strapped himself in 
the tree to keep from falling- 

insects coming through the 
grass. Two of the men were 
wounded in the legs." 

With everybody loaded 
aboard, Kennedy took off 
while enemy gunfire crackled 
around the Jolly Green. 

"We called the Sandies 
about the second man who 
had parachuted," he said, and 
an 0-1E pilot had spotted hhii 
In a tree and dipped a wing 
to point him out. As we 
hovered to pick him up, three 
men came out in a clearing 

Capt. Oliver E. O'Mara 

and leveled gun.s at us and 
fired away. The Phantom co-
pilot was shot in the foot as 
he came up the hoist." 

With 10 men aboard, Ken-
nedy pulled up and headed 
for home. As they started 
back, one of the Sandies re-
ported power failure and Ken-
nedy trailed the aircraft all 
the way back. 

"I can't help but feel a 
little unworthy about the 
Cross," said O'Mara. "Con-
sidering that rescue is our 
profession, any one of our 
group could and would have 
done the same thing in the 
same situation." 



Injured Pilot Beats the Odds 
Agqinst Rescue in the North /qt, 

• 
I ct 64. 

and his 
their Pha 
ing lights 
crew ejec 

Garlan 
blown out 
he saw t 
blood. 

g.,4 ON—When lst Lt. Edward Garland parachuted into North Viet 	ese ter- ritory orf  October  5 the odds seemed stacked against his chances of stavin ,idive and 
out of e emy han s. Moments before, the F-4C_pilot had been flying an escisrt mission 
over the ountains west of Hanoi. Suddenly he 

r-seat pilot heard a loud thump, felt 
om buck, and saw a bank of fire warn-
link on in both cockpits. The two-man 
d. 
felt a sharp pain in his back as he was 
of his seat. When he hit the ground 
t one of his boots was covered with 

"Ther was quite a bit of blood," he later 
reported. It filled up a couple of handkerchiefs. 
It looked ke something had punctured the boot." 

Using survival knife, Garland cut strips from 
his parac te to rig compresses for his wound. 

The e ippled jet fighter crashed against a 
nearby untain. Unexpended ammunition and 
rockets e ploded from the heat of the fire. Be-
tween de nations Garland could hear the shouts 
of enemy soldiers searching for him. The young 
pilot dre his pistol and waited. 

Minut later, two F-105s joined the search for 
the down4c1 flyers. The jets in turn. *ere joined 
by two AllEs. Garland's chances for survival im-
proved. 

Ca t obert A. Marron, one of the Skyraider 
pilots, re orts, ` he owned pilot was on the 
side of a ountain. We had to go in firing uphill 
and theu break off as we penetrated the low-
hangin4 rcast. We could see where the North 
Vietda 	e were approaching and we fired out 
everYthin we had." 

At th point the first two HH-3,re,s.cue heli-
copters .hirled overhead. A.,s0sfrar,esported 
the first +chopper. to 'the .piltit'S• poSition but as 
soon as tarred:gown, the bik belteo'pter was  

raked by groundfire and forced to abort the Oleic-
up attempt. 

Marron and his wingman, Maj. trice Purdy, 
then made several strafing Funs on the ridge 
line where the enemy fire came from. When 
their ammunition was exhausted theY continued 
making dry runs to keep the enemy down. 

"We -made about 80 passes, both „firing and 
dry runs, trying to keep the downed pjlot isolated. 
The enemy soldiers never ventured inctio the open, 
so I guess it worked," the captain sail. 

First Lt. Donald R. Harris was flying the heli-
copter which was orbibrirffigh, out of the reach 
of ground fire. "We were the high bird and "Jol-
ly Green" was low. They made three pick-up at-
tempts and took several hits en each,pass before 
they were forced to break oft.' .„•;„ 

Harris' chopper then made two attempts. at 
reaching Garland but was driven off each time 
by ground fire. One burst sprayed shrapnel over 
paramedic A2C Robert D. Williamson but he re-
ceived only superficial scratphes. 

The Skyraiders were called in for more 
strafing passes, and Harris made a tli-41 attempt. 

t Donald 
Garland. 
and -was 

As the big craft came to a hover, 
Hall+ lowered the jungle penetrator* 
Thei wounded pilot mounted the devi 
qui ly winched Into the chopper's c in. 

Harris said, "We left the pick-up with mini-
mum fuel and found we had taken a. hit through 
our forward fuel 

Three hours later, Garland, beinutreated at 
the dispensary at his home base, conimented on 
the fescue force, "Their effort was beautiful. 


