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1. (U) This report is 7itimitted 	 55-2/3 L.-12fir, Sup 
1, dated 15 -.:U1 1967. 

2. (C) At 0947Z, 3 May 68, Jolly Green 7 departedDa:Tani.-  for a ?osition • 
located at 270/47/77. I. Special Forces team W7S reported to Ce surrounded 

enem7 forces and extraction W7S fi.77SCtld by 7.;.2. J3 07 was joined by 
JG 04 and Spad 13. Spads 11 and 12 departed LaL:an.E,- 	procez..ded directly 
to the rescue area. Weather was good with sc.7ttered to broken ovorcest 
At_i tops at 5000 1 . 	iroute, JG 07 was advised by sue= that the ground 
party consisted of a total of seven men, with one ':Lrladed and one KI.1. JG 
07 was also advised that Covey 221 was in the area and had contact with the 
ground party (Gall sign Top Cat). In addition, t:..o 3pads, call sign 01 and 
02 from Channel 107 were 4s0 in the area attmpti= to 17.,inpoint the survi-
vors. aecause of ;mown 37mm emplacements enroute, JG C7, 04, and Sad 13 
had to cirommavigate to the scen::. causing some delay. 	1027Z, JG 07 
arrived in the plc up area and was instructed to :lold to the south. Covey 
221 confirmed that he h...0 visual contact with the team ,_n_d their position 
pinpointed. Top Cat informed Covey 221 that they had expended all of their 
smoke flares and had no siznallin devices left ;:a-cept an orange and white 
panel. The ground team was located on an artr=ly steep m_qintain side, at 
the bottom of a deep depression between two ridge lines ap -Troximately 3000' 

Ground fire was reported by Top Cat who assisted th: .pads by directing 
their ordnance delivery. At 1035Z Covey 221 stated that the pick up area 
appeared clear enough for JG 07 to go in. JO C7 acknowledged and asked if 
the Spads had sterilized the area. Covey's answer to the alThmative was 
interpreted as a go-ahead. Because of the known hostile fire in the area, 
JG 07 and Ton Cat agreed that it was best if the one Kid be left behind. 
With this decision made, JG 07 elected t3 make a me6iun speed rscon pass, 
over the pick up area. During the last 100 yards, twd pen gun flares were 
sighted. jG 07 nu32.3d off and confirmed that they had been fired by Ton 
Cat. Top Cat reported that they had found several nen-flares and a couple 
of smoke flares on the ZIA. JG 07 then made a slow speed pass over the 
aroa still trying to positively locate the Jur7ivors. The fliaht engineer 
spotted the panel but it was too late for JG :7 to .3xecute a hover. Luring 
the second approach JG 07 received ground fire, with no hits, some distance 
frDrat e plc: ..t) ..rea. The ,.'ecision w, s then maf.e to =o in on the third 
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flieeht eneineer and cams to a hover upslopo and shore el' ehe eenel fecing 
eaet. 'eower was epplied 'ett the aircraft began to settle. The 2, ,.;;; aborted 
tä o hover encl. er0::e off to 7:43 rtt, down slope. :Five hundred pounds of 
fuel was elemped. 	ground fire was experienced. JG '7 again initiated an 
approach and as tle.a eircre:e establiehed a pesitive hover et 1041Z over the 
panel, ereund fire was seen, heard end hits were felt by the crew. The 2CC 
sighted muzzle flashes directly below him and en the ridge at his 11 o'clock 
eositien. The flight eneineer then notiried the :e0C that the PJ bad been 
hit end requested the aircraft brea:: off. JG 07 immediately'troks off end, 
teeing evasive action, avoided further hits by ground fire. The PJ had 
been hit in the left thigh. 4fter discussing the xeeund rith the flight 
engineer, the '..1C elected to abandon the •extractien attempt enc'seek medical 
assistance for the PJ. The fli;he engine -r eCministered medical tilld to the 
PJ eh: treated him for shock. The PJ remained censcims and JG 17 rrived 
at Dean at 1135Z. _Ifter the1:.epareuee af JG 7, the ether 30. forces 
remained until 11I5Z when they were lirected 	2TE because nf darmess. 

a. At 2353Z, 3 Nay 68, JG 22 and '14 were screebled frem Deang for 
another atteept to extract the 6'peeial Forces teem located at 270/46/77. 
TG 22 and 04 ware escorted to the erea ey Sued 13. 3neds 11 and 12 from 
Dediemg eroceeded directly te the area. Enroute, weather wes marginal due 
to thunCerstorms neeescitating eircunnavigatien. JG 22 end 04 arrived in 
the area at 0035Z, 4 May, and were directed by Sped 13 to hold south end 
east of the pick up area. At the time, JG 22 was infermed thet there were 
only three re. anini survivers, 2 emoricens end one e:outh Vietnamese. One 
of the aurviving exericens WES the one reported the previms deer. Communi-
cation with Top Cat was esteblished on FA and was excellent. SR forces 
ecntinued to suppress the area because of ;role& fire reported e.y. Top Cat. 
At 1100Z, Sped 11 informed JG 22 that in his opinion, the erea eppeared 
acceptable for the pick up. JG 22 aelmowledged and contacted Top Cat. 
Because of power limitatien, JG 22 informed Top Cat that only two men on 
the hoist could be accomplished succeszfully and further recommended that 
the wounded American and the South Vietnamese survivor be extracted first. 
Top Cat acknowledged. JG 22 again elected to execute a low recoil, high 
speed pass over the area with no visual contact being made. 'aile circling 
for the second pass JG 22 noticed ,eround fire coAing from the valley. JG 22 
executed the second low-recon, low-speed pass aid this time the signal 
panel was sighted by the flight engineer. The tips were jettisoned over 
the area of the previous ground fire in the valley and a third pass was 
executed. Through a combination of directions received by the RCC from the 
flight engineer and Top Cat, the aircraft was hovered downslope, forward 
end to the left of the panel facing west at 0110Z. The flight engineer 
celled directions recuiring the aircraft be hovered backward, raised, and 
corrected to '.he right because of the severity of the slope. The flight 
engineer had afficulty penetrating the trees with the penetretor due to 
the swaying of the trees from the rotorwash. Ath the rotor tip path plane 

,eeee-e.i'eeee  =eye tha tree tops and the tail rotor  the same distance, over eesereeee.... 
25n f---t or cbe -e reeuire6 te reach the survivers. A/ proin 
experienced up rts this halm Top Oat reported that two of 'she eurvivorn 
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were eetting ma the penetrator end sgain easel if 4kree were possible. JG 
22 statac: no. A power checx was called by tl:e flieht 1 .e.3feleer who was then 
instretted te ering ue the survivors. As the survivors began to clear the 
tree toles, pound Ore •pentad up. The PJ sighted ea enemy cio..rael•pe end 
opened fiea, :mocking ert that position. The fliht emzirecr continued to 
operate the hoist and called "clear of the trees." JG 22 immediately nulled 
off. The PJ informed the BCC that the aircraft was :it and fluie: was sprev-
ing in the cabin area. The flight engineer and PJ brought the survivors 
into the cabin. It was at this tLme that they discevered that ti1;0,1gE7ivors  
he been severely hit. The Vietnamese .was killed tftstamtly by a shot in 
eae 	oz 	-. The PJ and flight MCAMUIC aeplied fiest aid to the 
:iaericen, who ar7eered to still have a pulse. Further investigation reveale , 

 that he had received a Shot in the chest end five penetrations in the lower 
portion of his body. Both the FJ an flight mechanic applied empresses 
to stop the bleedine. The FJ then acTrorietered mouth to mouth resuscitation 
in an effort to get the patient te breathe. A quick assessment of the air-
craft was made and all systems appeared nermal. The flight engineer isolate 
the fluid leak as a utility hydraulic line and effectively limited the 
leakage by use of vise gries. JG 22 notified Spae, 11 that he had orberience ,  
ground fire and aircraft hits and elected to abandon further attempts and 
RTB to Da'Jang as quickly as possible. Both the PT aed TT continued to 
eYeaiaister mouth to mouth resuscitation but with no suceess. 'telen was 
notified that bop,  eeeTeeers aneeered,LaiLL. JG 22 elected to land at DaMang 
rather than msa. JG 22 landed at De.:.e.Jag at 0140Z with no further difficulti 

b. Additional Remarks: 

(1) ma Coordinatien: The comeand and control of the sxa effort 
by Spad 11 was outstanding end contributed to easing many difficulties in 
the execution of the mission. 

(2) Crew Coordination: Crew coordinetien of JG 07 and 22 was 
excellent. Particular praise must be given te the flight engine. r. His 
directions for hovering and operation of the 

-„,fetee
if-

hostile ent ier eutstendine. His early eatactien, 
isolation and repair el a severed hyaraueic -Line precluded the possibility 
of additional hazards to the crew. The effort of the rescue specialist 
(JG 22) to save the life of the emerican, and his refusal to give up cannot 
be overstated. He continued until he himself became exhausted. The nav-
igation and handling of the communications by the Co-pilot was indeed out-
staneing and greatly relieved the RCC. 

(3) Fire Suppression: Because of the location of the Special 
Forces team, it would have eeen an impossible task for the SAR. forces to 
eliminate all ground opposition. The only way for the ordnance to reach 
the enemy forcec would have been to fire up the ravine in line with the 
friendly forces and this would probably have e'imJeated than as well. The 
aneny forces yore too close to thn friendly forces and were well protected 
by the terrain. There is ever7 indication thet the enemy f)rces were 
Uirectly uneor the aiecreft - aen the survivors were being breugat up on 
:he hoist. The only effective !ray to 111 .evizI.-te enem7 op7oitL:n was for 
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3. (C) At 0746%, 3 0-7 68 , Jolly Grlen 04 ',Tau scrble(; fr= 
high'hire— flr'Jollyroen 07. The miseon objective was six members Jf 
Top 'Jet, a U.S. .,rmy Jnecial 2orces 	locateC. 	270/47/77. LI: '7 end 

erriv.:e in tho =ea at IO27Z. Cover was er:vidod , by 4=7. 01, 02, 11, 
11, 12; 'Slack Widow fl:eeht 	HU3:! 0ebreehelleopteremehipe); and Covey 
221. JG.07, as low bird, made the first atteL:pt to pick up the tear. 
too:: automatic weapons fire •eundine the pertrescunmen. JG 04 assumed 
low bird at this time end advised quo= to send =other Jolly Groan for 
backup. it tha ea= time the escort airer:ft continued to lay in auppres-
sive fire around- the team. efter approximately ten minutes JO 04 was 
advised by Covey 221, To Cat :tad a.ipad that t?Le area appeared sterile 
tad another attempt could be made. JO 04 dumped fuel to 1 500 pounds, the 
amount ealculated to safely pick up four people nt 3C00'elevatien, at a • 
teeperature of 30°C. efter demeing fuel to ths emount ne•Lel to pick up a 
portion of th: ereund party end comeittine J3 34, an proach was estab-
liehed. At this time irown L said JG 04 was not cleared to go in and that 
7.17 and JSABL had I'd all 33117 Oren eirereft. JG 04 reeuested that 
the decision be recencidered based on an on-scene avaluatien by Specs, 
Coveys, Top Cat, and J1lly Gram. JO 04 waited 5 minutes for clearance to 
go in but due to shorte:ee of fuel :lad to 2TD. .t this time both 7AF and 
JSA2G . directe6 that all Jolly Greents RTB. JG 4 laneed Channel 77 at 
1140Z. 

• 
a. it 2340Z, 3 itay 66, JO 04 was scrambled again frem DaDang as high 

bird for JG 22. The ciejactive was the three mebers of Top Cat team still 
alive at the same location. Zecort was prided by Spade 11, 12, and 13. 
Black Widow flight (6 Huey Cobras), Coveys 221 eed 669, and verieus high 
performance aircraft were elrea2-  in the area. JG 22 and 14 arrived in 
the area at 0035Z, 4 Nay and held aperexinatele five miles sway while the 
jpads, 2lack Widows and Coveys worked the Lrea over. efter twenty L'Inutes 
Sped II cleared JG 22 in and JG 22 picke-5 up two people, one of whom was 
known to be WIe already. JO 04 then heard JG 22 report he was taking 
ground fire, his airerafe had been hit end he !q3 cemine out. JG 22 report 
his crew was uninjured and the two people were aboard. JO 22 said he was 
taking the wounded back. JO 04 then aszumed low bird.. The one remaining  
member of Top Cat team on the around advised everyone he was moving down 
the hill about twenty meters. The Spade d Black eidows made meny runs 
with rockets, miniguns, white phosphorus and :ram cannon fire around the 
survivor. Black Widow reported he flew over the survivor at 50 mots and 
neither he nor Top Cat detected any ground fire. At this tine Sped 11 
cleared JO 04 in for the pick up. JO 04 dumped fuel down to 1500 pounds 
and made his approach along the ridge on a heading of east. This plac7d 
the left side of the . helicopter toward the 703  elope. since the survivor 
had no flares or o-Leer signaling devices, JG 04 had considerable difficult3 
pinpointing his exact lccation in the thiee jnnela and had te eo around on 
the firct pass. es JO 04 passed ever at appreximately .50 knots ta3 Co-
eilet end flieht eneincr epotte the man wev"me e AZT:. Also both reportfk 
ground fire from a 'moil behind the helicopter. JO 14 turned south, climb 
and called a nack Widow in on the enemy position. 31ack widow made two 
passes and n ta: cecend pace said ha had received no round firo so JG 04 
wont into a hovel- ever the eureivn: :.ad had considerable difficulty 'eoldin 
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kin ppAitim ceocuse of th) sfeep slope And 11,0 feat trees. Ds appr.zi- 
' mately two ninates th ftitiht Opluerdirecte4 Sialnlot to a stable hover 
and advised he was lo. :ring tho oizt. 4b this point the entire crew heard 
automatic ;,e.a...ons are hiviii L -G 4.,  .ad tha _ircraft started to settlz. 
Tli5 	spotted muzzle flashs and peo„le )n the left from up slope and 
retu=nc'f. fire with his 	!mocking out that mem:- position, houever, 
was still taking hits. JG 04 wttemOed to bre4k rithit And Avair as the. 
fli:ht iir:Jine.ar stood in thu doorway cle.ring t'.1) nit. 2inall7 he was 
	 t- 	 ca:::lo as the h.rcro2t c-ntinued to settle. =e piLot 
aied power 1.-mc 	-6ho rotor Oirld.pop. 	e o-?Lior, Observed one 
engine loin- nower 	 -cue:acE both =.)rgonc7 fuel controls 
to the stops. -lso 	 2ervo vstom .1e.s -nit at t.:12.s tine. Tho 
R0j e.pplied right cyclic As flor *sr tit* stisl: toast MD73 but the aircraft 
continued tiovin 	dciis nd jeCt. As the aircraft struck the tons 
of 	trees the 4coye 	poer 	bAck up and came on the controls 
t;:i_h the 00 	t..i tais .)xtra holp the pilots manr:ged to level *he hali- 
cotter ercf it beviadekay* evf the 'rees oncl.  back il 	and in tilrouzh  

OUrtnS tite. aliA.baut Ja C44747;171174717744.7`d tne 
taiergenTOTI—LW.controls and assessed t der-e as f011dWS: A severe 1 to 
1 beat; hydraulic fluid. Leitads f: .atot4 siz:as of tao :,.i.z..oraft; primary 
servo pressure zoro; aux servo pressure very slowly decreasia;; and the 
left cabin ple=iglass by the co-pilot's leg was shattered Lnd missing. 
JG 04 advise6 Sped 11 and -Iueen that a lanf.in: - .31.11a :L-r; to be matio as 
soon as possible. Scad 11 advised JO 04 to follow him into Ltbury, an 
A Shale valley forwsri sun nosit:.on. The cad too u the -;ost 2irect route 
around- 4 5heu landing strip anz: down the valloy. 	three .ads contin- 
ually uuave.f, uer cm •around JG 04 while in this high AM  threat area. 
Sped 11 vectored JO 04 to the LZ. JO 4 lendad at 21511 with just 2000 
PSI au x hydraulic pressure. 

b. Weath,..1r was a factor on both cys. ON 3 Fitly clarIcaeas was setting 
in as the :..ttompt was in progress. On 4 May there were ceilinzs of 5500' 
iL forcing the Jolly Greens to holf At low altitude over liostIle terri-
tory and restricting the use of 2.r.cr high performance aircraft. 'The terrain 
ws ortmaely ru;Ied. The surviv or was on 7Ps  slope in a V shaped zulley 
100 meters from the crest of a ion: ridge. This restricted the cover a:1.r- 
craft's abVity to lay ordnance in close enough to the survivIlr to knock 
out the enemy. 

4. (C) Jolly Green 24 was scrambled by 'ueen at 0100Z, 4 Nay,to assist 
JO 22 and 04. An orbit was establizhed at 907.11  above 8n overcast at 
02207, at 220/35/69 while awaiting instructions from the mission controller. 
Queen then directed JO 24 to proceed to TaBc, t (2404/69) to pick up the 
crew of jG 04. JG 24 landed at 9334Z, and assisted the crew of JO 04 in 
2repsring their sirorzft for lr.tor recovery. JO 24 took off at 0430Z. 
_Ale to a rotor hoof damper malfuncti;n, a forced landing was made immed-
iz:tely. ro injuries were sustrimed by any of the crew or pas-.;encers. 
JG 24 was than nr:nared for recovery and all personnel worm returned t) 
_.;a:an; by jG 21 and 33. 
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5. (C) JG 33, :1ter rooyelThg fr-Im th 	rnin: orbit, departod Ch 77 for 
70et slt D5402 . to lickup'tke crer,of JO 24 sai to tr=s:t A Otycr:-.ne 

fo...'jG 24. Spuild 11 - ane. 12 accOmpEni;:d Ja 33 	ozcort =c1 jJ. ir- 
crrft elimbeel to 95frt . :4L. Radio contact was cstabliahea ti ths apr.roac! 
control who 6ave mar vectors around artillery a.out c to mist. Hue 
approLch vect:xed JG 21 ancl 33 to a rende zvous prior to rlescenein ,  into the 

Shau valley. JG 33 fbllowed . JG 21 through a bree:: in th:; clouds into 
ti vaJiey.'s3oth Spade de3cencetl with the JO's. JG 33 brolca out about 
three miles south of TaBat end followod JO 21 into the domcd 

low approach was accompliShad :Lnd fuel eurped to insure hover capability. 
JO 33 lantt3d •:?bout 1C0 Mears fr).11 the . amed aircraft between bomb orators. 
r2he area was roncrted mined enf sevar71 dud biados and CJ canisters were 
Lytn;. 	 A . situ.n.tion re -cort was pAsced VaCatotatrip Ind the 
or- '3Z znd ,r,PU .  were shut 	 :un3 and :equipment -.7cre 1.oaded. JO 
04 17E0 Drepered for transPort 	ths ...k;yorane. Tha arer of JO 04 h.d been 
tE.ken 

 
Hue Phu'fai by JG . 21. 	cgus af the elicpAsed posit*sgt or le-e4 

cmith• difficulty LP/volved in preportml z* 2.4, 14 wohr ascidad to prept.re. 
0% cnifot Litt Out. The. *i.e.& 	dici Aix) Out0444111, at* sio strtnem 4Cr. 
2.4mbi ppeortm5 $6 fot hbistin veaftea tAay obre.hmtioapped by 
inadnu&te equipment and &-kotre hanimiesel: tools. Th3 acuipment end crew 
ware lof5ded end the ftiroraft prepared -for hoistin ih Ainimum time. al 33 
and JO 21 departed710. at 07457; :md received raear vectors through friendi 
artillery onroute to Hue. Both airoraft refueled, and the crew of JG 04 
was on-loaded 	JG 33 and 21 proceeded to Lalang. ho fli;ht Was tormi- 
Pzted at 0915Z. 

6. (U) r&r.123 of indiv.ualz racovorod by JG 22 are unknown. 

7. ('J) 'Craw members were: 

JULY GR:=7 /7 
Jajor ,:ohn W. aobey 	2C0 
capt aonald G. ;pray ' ECU 
Sgt 	 alone 	7-71 

Sgt Walter ";:hite III 	RS 

JOLLY GRITZ 04 	,e 
capt John B. licTagney 	RCC 
Capt William B. Byrd Jr. MCP 
Sgt Gordon T. Greever FE 
Sgt Robert D. Baker 	RS 

JoL7 Grmr 22  
lajer John 	2obay 
Capt aonald G. Spray 
Sgt Alvin 	1,:alone 
Set James D. Locker 

GRZU7  24 
Major Donald G. Simpson 
Capt Richard C.:Teend 
SSgt Robert H. Baldwin 
Sgt-licky D. 741 rdmar  

J:LL: G2== 33 	 J3LLY GREE7 21  
Lt JacL: C. 2Ittichier(I'SCG) RC° Capt Jon L. Hannan 
Capt Robert 	Hicks Jr. :icor 	Capt Don W. :4egard. 
Sgt Jim...zy L. Dodgen 	7.1,3 	•SGt Samuel Q. 
St xtin 2. :oepstroff aa 	.11C Douglas J. NeGill 
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3 l_ay: .:7,sad 11 - _ilom 	o'cl.r.es :a vas 
3.7.d 

 
12 - 7ilot Capt John 2ayes 

Lp%:: 13 - Pilot Capt Gene LoGir.:s 
11 - 2ilat 	Jsmes 2eevas 

4 .2.c1 1 2 - Pilot ajo 	ilia C rit-ntine 
apac:. 13 - 	Cant john Hayes 

:escan: 
Covey :21 nd 	(C-2 	2 

ac! i ow 1i,7ht (Huey 'ict-Lras) • 

	

Tli;at (H-34, 	.1-2) 2 
-;latf -)Dt Fliht (2-4 , $) 

21if.at (2r-4's) 

9. (C) 2:1_nc.1 	 complet: ,n of 7.113 	.)"ort 	was "earner': 

	

mens-2r was :7,ucces2frly -..)=7,rset,ae by 'n
•usin, a 1.:cGuirs rig. Locati):: aft 	r:r 	 o:rtraotian 

unl-nown. 

ktZer.-46tei:440,0e, 
L/ Jc:ir w. 	 17.3i2 
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