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MISSICN NARCATIVE JCLLY GREEN 37,09 and 53 - 2 = 3 JULY 647

(5)(GP-4) Jolly Green 37 and 53 on alert at Ch 89. Compress notified at
0927Z 2 July 67 that Pintail 2 was down 0609/77 Ch 89, good chute and beeper.
At 0940Z Crown 2 scrambled JG 37 and 53. JG 37 and 53 airborne at Q943Z,
Sandy 5, 6, 7, and 8 scrambled from Ch 86 at 1000Z. JG 37 established
orbit at 060/60 Ch 89 to weit for Sendys'. Observed AW fire and moved or-
bit to 050/60 Ch 89, Rendvous was made with Sandy 5 and 6 2t 10457, JG 53
reported fluctuating main transmission o0il pressure, and slected to RTB.
After discussing the situation, JG 37 dirscted JG 53 to jettison his tips,
reduee power to minimum as a precaution and notify JG 37 immediately if
any further complications arose. JG 53 safely landed Ch 89, Meanvhile
JG 37 and Sandy 5 and 6 moved closer to target area and re-established
orbit, awaiting the results of Sandy 7 and 8 in locating survivors.,

(3)(GP-4) Sandy 7 and 8 were unsble to contect Pintail 2, but were directed
to immediate area by Pintail flight, who had been in contact with him 15
minutes earlier. Sandy 7 and 8 supressed what ground fire they encountered,
then Sandy 7 reported seeing what looked like panels from a parachute and
requested JG 37 to check it over.

(8) (GP-4) JG 37 arrived over target area 1130Z. By this time daylight _
was rapidly fading and the bottom of the valleys were in shadows. Sandy
7 attempted to point cut the parachute panels to JG 37 but to no avail,
At 1132Z JG 37 established voice and beeper contact with the survivor.
Hlectrenic search wes initiated by JG 37 homing on beeper.

(S)(GP-4) The area was on 2 long low ridge running NW-SE, with flat val-
leys on either side, roads and railroads in the valleys and roads and foot-
paths along the ridge, as well as what looked like unoccupied gun emplace-
ments in little clea:iings a2long the ridgetop.

(5)(GP=4) JG 37 followed the ridgeline N«, as indicated by the UHF/DF
from a clearing ahead 5 or 6 AW's opened wp. JG 37 broke left over the
top of the ridge and headed SW. Received AW fire/tracers from the valley
to the west. The PJ shot back 2 full megazines of M-16 tracer at this
position on full automatic, and that position was not observed to fire again.
JG 37 attempted to use terrain masking to avoid fire while coan.nuing the -
electronic search. Suspected a trap after several encounters with AW/
cer fire and asked Crown 2 to supply us with personal identifier gquestion. ¥~

tail 2 answered the question correctly.

F

9 (GP-~4) e determined that the survivor was down in a hole or steep

ra along the north east side of the ridge by interpretation of UHF/DF
tbe?.ring information and signal characteristics, Each t.’!.me JG 37 attempted
to' approach the survivor the ground fire got worse, umtil the last time
wRen JG 37 received an intense barrage from directly below, From numerous

iti al the valley floor on the eastern side of the ridge.
I Ry

719 147 17R 205-2 @CLASSlFlE[j \GI*‘:CDP 4

COWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVAG
U3CLASSIFY AFTER 12 YZARS '

LS.

I

‘%‘

a9
ros
g

G s e W BT 67-AD-3 34 5



DECLASSIFIED

(8)(GP-4) By now it -as so dark that the top of the ridgeline was dis—
cernable only when silouetted against the sky. The hostiles were waiting
longer and longer o cpen fire, but becausz of “he terrain masking and the
dark color of JG 37 their fire was primrily directsd at the sound of the
rotors. .henever tracers came close to JG 37 the PJ and FE would return
the fire with M-16's as long as they could keep the origin of the fire in
sight. Due to the evasive maneuvers being made they were usually limited
to expending one magazine at a time. The Sandys' were unable to assist in
Supressing this ground fire because of darkness, being wnable to ses each
other, JG 37 or the terrain,

(7 (GP-4) At 1223 after about 40 minutes, JG 37 elected to RTB, notified
the Sandys' and climbed out of the area. Pintail 2 was contacted, advised
to climb up the ridge as high as possible, and told that we would be back
the next day. Pintail 2 reported that as we progressed further and further
up the ridge, he was finally able to hear JG 37 and the ground fire,

?GP—J.) JG 37 landed Ch 89 at 1318Z, and was out of commission due to
attle damage to a main rotor blade,

g;b’f:(GP-u) J& 09 was positioned at Ch 89 early the next morning to re-
place JG 37, JG 53 had been repaired during the night.

é&'ﬁGP—L) At 2230Z 2 July (0530L 3 July) JG 09 and 53 launched from Ch 89.
eached orbit with Sandy's 3 and 4 at 2320Z with bingo time of 0240Z.
Sandy 1 was in voice comtact with Pintail 2, and was "FACing" the RESCAP
aircraft. Sandy 1 had received ground fire as soon as he arrived on scene.
By 0050Z RESCAP and Sandy 1, 2, and 3 had sterilized the area enough for
Sandy 1 to call in JG 09 and 53, JG 09 and 53 arrived over surviver
0055Z, JG 53 remained high while JG 09 went down to about 2000' over the
terrain and had immediate voice contact with Pintail 2, Sandy 1 made
a low pass and verbally indicated his position over the swrvivor. Pintail
2 confirmed this also. JG 09 commenced the approach at 0056Z. Using the
FE's precise directions, JG 09 established hover over the surviver's red
smoke at 0057Z,

(ﬂ)f'GP—L) The survivor was located deep in a steep closed ravine, so it
was necessary to hover below the crest of the hills. The only open ar

for rapid departure was directly NE, toward the valley. Smoke from the
Willie Pete Bombs, the Sandys' used to create a smoke screen, was part
obscuring the hilltops and ravine walls. Elevation 500! Temp 32° No W

w)%GP-a) The survivor was on the fordst penetrator at 0058Z and JG
started getting ground fire fram above and behind at this time. The
PJ reported seeing troops in dark uniforms with helmets about 50 yard
awdy coming over the crest of the hill through the smoke. He fired a
them, As soon as the FE announced that the survivor was clear of the S
trees JG 09 broke immediately down the ravine, turned left around th&é
end of the ridge and climbed out behind the ridge in the smoke scree )
The survivor was gotten on beard at 0100Z by the FE and PJ.,

;’\ _".\-‘l = ——— : e ~a
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(3)(GP-4) The survivor Capt Dale M. Pichard, FV3145334, was in fine shape,
he even pulled out his .38 to help in shooting back as soon 2s he was
sboard, since he heard the shooting as he was getting on the forest
penetrator.

(s) (GP-4) During climbout of JG 09, the Sandys' flew racetrack patterns
on either side to supress ground fire. As soon as JG 09 was in a safe
area Sandy 1 declared emergency fuel and proceeded directly to Ch 89. JG
09 and 53 flew along the track of Sandy 1 to render assistance. Sandy 1
landed safely Ch 29, O135Z JG 09 and 53 landed Ch 89 0150Z. JG 09 out

of commission, battle darmaged main rotor blade.

() (GP-4) Pickup made at 1807N 10544E, North Vietnam, weather and com-
mmications no problem.

(U) The Sandys', particularly Sandy 1 did an outstanding job FACing the
RESCAP aircraft to sterilize the area, in fact even getting some second-
ary explosions. From my viewpoint the cooperation and mutual support
between the Sandys', Crown and the RESCORT aircraft made this successful
mission a textbock operation.

(U) I recommend that Capt Bradley (RCCP), AlC Cotter (FE), A2C Pighini (pJ),
of JG 09 and the Sandy pilots' particularly Major Mehr (Sandy 1) be
recognized for their outstanding teamwork and exceptional professional
flying skills.in the face of hostile fire without which the mission would
most probably have ended in failure,

JG 37/09 Low Bird / JG 53 High Bird
RCC Capt Ftzel D’ RCC Capt May
BCCP Capt Bradley RCCP  Capt Hall
FE A1C Cotter FE AlC vhisenhunt

PJ A2C Pighini PJ A2C McComb
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

37v+ AERQSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADROMN (MAC)
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96337

4 July 1967

Ons/61C4

!Hdzsion lerrative leport (1-3-97 2Ju167) (U)

3rd ARRGp (RGRC) AFQ 96307

1. (U) This report is submitted to provide your office information required
by 3rd ADGp Supplerment 1 to ARSI 55-1, 27 Lpril 1967,

2. (C) .t 0705Z on 2 July 1967, Jolly Creen 26 (Lov) and Jolly Green 25
((igh) were scrambled from juang Tri, by Gueen Conirol, in response to a
report an aircraft has been sighted going into the water at 090°/14i1;/Ch 109.
Both aircraft were airborme at 07102 and on ihe scene at 07152,

3. (U) Jeather in the arca was clear. The water was relatively caln.

4+ (C) Contact was made with Crown 5 who could give us no further infor-
mation on the dovned aircrait. There were several Army helicopters in
the area but no contact could be established ith these aircrafi. Jollr
Green 26 and Jolly Green 25 set up search patterns but werc unable %o
locate any survivors. .4t 07202 Lo Gaep 31 transmiited on Zuard that his
circralt was on fire and he was bailing out. He gave his -osition as
100°/20m1/Ca 109,

5. (C) Jolly Green 26 irmediately proceeded to the area where Lo Gap 31
bailed out and Jolly Green 25 remained in the area o search for the first
aircraft. Jolly Green 26 located the survivor at 0725Z and at 07302 com-
pleted the rescue vithout any difficulty. Jolly Green 26 then proceeded
vo Ch 37 and Jolly Green 25 returned to strip alert at Juang Tri as di-
rected by Queen Control. llo irace of the aircraft that went into the
water at 0909/14111/Ch 109 or its crew was Zfound,

6. (U) Jolly Green 26 refueled at Ch 37 and remained on alert at Ch 3.

7. (C) Crew coordination was excellent tkroughout the mission and Sgt
Zpos, the Flight Engineer, did a fine job of directing me over the survivor.

8. (C) The rescued survivor was Major Bruce A. Martin ustic
VIF 232 Dallang AB, RVH

9. (U) Crew: Jolly Green 26 Jolly Green 25

laj Herbert D. Kalen RCC Capt Robert =, Prince

Capt John I. Patterson cp Capt Jerrold D. ‘ard

SSgt Albert D. Enps FE AlC Frances Z, Grenier

3Sgt John H. Stemple as ... A2C lichard D, Garlie _ ___
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;i:.,:"r,a we got him on tre heist,® Capt. Etzel qp}ginad, "we startad
getting rmore gronn: fire, sc we sterted our pull off with hi-r .Can the
lmi.nf. below us.” ;

"We mwun: arond 4 ridgs and ints the mmoke screen before sm
flnaily 1 lted hih up in the ehopper,® Capt, Ltsel sald.

"After looking ab tie ares last algiht,” _Cl})t. Harcld w. Dredley,
Jro, of Tapy, "la., sald, "I ddan't think we hed a-&nnca, but the
Sandies did a great gob,® |

Tiis wan '.'xr'nuley"t 58h pleiun.

"He dida't mind riding the hoist, I'% just geod to be here, "
Bradley ccntinued,

Along with Hajor Meir, the other A-lF, "Sandies" whc we: ¢ r:rad':thed
with tranqualizin; the area sc the regeue could be mude wera: Capt.
Henry Coshren, 23, of Atianta, Gaj Capt, Paal F. Kinninar, 31, of
Wichita, hans., and Capt. Donald i, Miles,

"One of the funny things alout, the misaion" saic pararescuc man
A2C Jobn rPighini, 22, of Levittown, Pa., was, "As we were bringing
him into the eh. per he pulled cut his .38 pistcl and said he'd help
us out,”

"He waa In go.d conditlon,” Pighinl continued. ‘
"Yestarday war mr:?e than today, " ALC Robert J. Cotter, 2!:'-.

of falmyra, h. J., the fiight engineer said, g



- Hajor Xcherd Mehr, hlﬁﬂlﬁMhmMMﬂ-M
pthtthil-nﬂu
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Rakhon Ihancn DRTAFS, Thad 1ahd (PACAF)

RULEASE MO. 95867 .

F.105 Pilot
Rescued

NAKHCL PHAN'Y BUYAL THAL AF B, THAIL ED——Neither spending the night
in conrmunist infested North Tietnam nor going for a ride on a the hoist
of "Jodly Creen Ciant® effected Copt, Dale M, Pichard, of Tallahasaee
Fla, a F-105 “ghter pilot whe was dewned by enemy grewnd fire late
Sunday afterncon 25 ﬁln South-Seuthwest of Vinh, |

"You can't say eneugh for the resoue i:fforl:.,' Gapt, ?l;hard said
ust after he tonched down, | |

Bﬁca}.l'a of heavy ground fire at the A-lE "Sandies® of the Sﬁth. n 53
Mr Cowiando Wing and RA-JE "Jolly Creen Olants® of the 38th Atr Wi
and Roaovcry Jquadmn. and dnlmus, t-ht Sunday night SAR effart was -
ealled orf. _ :

At first light this morning the "Ssndies® wemt in It.o drop theiy
ordnance all arcund the pilet, then despite centinuing greund fire
the rescue was made, . |

Piloting the Jolly Grm was Capt. Gregery i tsel of Albany, Ga_;

It wae his first plekup since eoming to SEA after flying the first
" nénistop helieopter fltght acress the Atlamtis 6 the Paris ALy Shot
in May, | : :

"Sandy 1, I certainly appreciate your help," the pilot mid when
the A-1E lead pllet went to ses hew Capt P, was when he got off the
ehoplper. | '

_ ”
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And Just

FSE Pilot Ejects,

Stripes 22 J

y 1967

in Time

DA NANG, Vietnam (ISO)—“Gét out quick!”

This was the call Maj. Bruce A. Martin, 33, of
Marine All-Weather Fighter Sq.-232 received when his
F8E Crusader was hit by enemy ground fire just south
of the demilitarized zone and he was forced to eject.:

Martin's flight had begun badly that afternoon when
the wingman for the mission developed mechanical diffi-
culties and was unable to take off.

Continuing alone, he reached the strike zone and

contacted the forward air con- -

traller. The controller told him
of the possibility of ground fire
over the larget area; and to fol-
low two A4E Skyhawk jets of
Marine Aircraft Group-12 in on
the target.

As he pulled out of the second
pass, the fire warning light went
on. Martin radioed the control-
ler and told him that he was
heading out to sea.

Martin was being escorted by
two Skyhawks when his instvu-
ments began registering hy-
draulic power failures., One
of the Skyhawk pilots radiocd
that a fire was burning at the
jet's_tail. '

“1 was just Brinng rimuy e
punch out (eject) when the oth-
er Skyhawk piloted yelled ‘set
out quick’ ever the radio,” Mar-
tin said.

“T didn’t see my aircraft after
that. T no sooner hit the water
and cliffibed into my life raft,
when there right over me was
an Air Force HH3 ‘Jolly Green
Ciant' helicopter lowering his
rescue harness.”

He received
scraiches.

Martin called one of the Sky-

only minor

.hawk pilots later that eveniny

and was told the jet bhlew up
a few seconds after haf:_l_

' QW



helicopter créw from ‘hha
37th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron from Da
Nang AB.

The pickup was made
approximately two miles
at sea, directly off the
coast of Dong Hoi.,

Members of the rescue
helicopter were: Lt. Col,
Victor ° Goudey, pilot;
Capt, John I. Patterson,
co~pilot; SSgt. Billy Wi-
1lingham, flight engineer

and A2C David 4, Carl,

pararescuelian.
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Det 1, 37th ARRS, History, Jul - Sep 67, A -

TSgt R. V. Burton,

" *'psgt John H. Stiegert, |
~ ...TSgt Thomas G. Wyatt,
g o '
N e
: (S‘Sgt,‘_Bobbie E. l_!eue-jl',e.-v.s,"J
:(153@ EJgéne'R.rl_ﬁ:rgén; |
s' (SSgt Donald D, Ward,

2 VU2 Johnnie C. Burden, ’

“sSgt Harold Brock,

‘133 - Thomas S, __Git-t.emei_.r_,”
v-’._-_l: T YOS F e o
4qy A2C Richard W. Hussman, 7

:' e

2% On the 19th of September the engine, rotor blades, and
= \sensmission were removed and on the 25th of September a
"'Warine CH-53A carried the airframe back to Udorn where it is
Peoemtly being repaired by a RAM team,

. 30 ADDITIONAL DATA

£8) Prom 1 July to 30 September the personnel in this detachment

*.Wure recommended for 1 Bronze Star, 1 Air Force Commendation Medal,

¢-3) Bistinquished Flying Crosses, 8 Silver Stars, and 2 Air Force
@reeses. During that period they received 24 Air Medals, 23

shed Flying Crosses and 3 Silver Stars,

%mij TABLE  Juiy AUWGUST  SEPTEMBER

A ‘ncmussxon RATE 77,1 75.1 .1
13.3 16.2 17.0
6L 38 270

4) on 3 July Capt Gregory Etzel, Capt Harold Bradley,
’f-er, and A2C John Pighini picked up Capt Dale Pichard
=105 pilot, in North Vietamm under_fire,

a Vil

¢ ]
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Det | , 37th ARRS, History, Jul-Sep 67. e

CHRONOLOGY

3 Jul 67 - Capt Etzel, Capt Bradley, AlC Cotter and AC Pighini
made pickup number 182, '

6 Jul 67 = Maj Lloyd, Lt Gonos, AI1C Malone and A2C Davis made
pickup number 183,

7 Jul 67 - Capt Svobada, Capt Orsini, SSgt Johnson, and A2C
' Allaire made pickups numbers 184, 185 and 186,
General Benjamin Davis visited Jolly Greens,

10 Jul 67 - Capt Firse, Capt Fechser, SSgt Watson and A2C Fraboni
made pickup number 187, _

18 Jul 67 - Maj York, Lt Privette, SSgt Zerbe and A2C McCombe
' made pickup number 188, _

20 Jul 67 - Capt Thompson and Capt Walker set up a static display
for the Ai.r America Wives,

21 Jul 67 - Lt Col Britton, Capt Bradley, SSgt Watson, SSgt Keyes
' and A2C Davis made pickups 189 and 190,

" 27 Jul 67 = Capt Th‘ompsofx and Lt Sichterman set up a static display:
at Nakhon Phanom for Thai Intelligence Officers,

28 Jul 67 = Capt Thompson and Lt Sichterman, SSgt Watson and TSgt
Smith made pickup number 191,

3 Aug 67 = Capt Dowdy, Maj Russell, SSgt Androwsky and A2C
.Sliger made pickup number 192,

7 Aug 67 = Capt Orsini, Maj Moore, SSgt Quinn and A2C Sliger
made pickups mmbers 193 and 194,

18 Aug 67 - Col Lovelady, ComMander, 3d ARRGp and Maj Bwing of
PACAF Jungle Survival School arrived at Udorn,

20 Aug 67 = Col Lovelady presented DFC's to Maj Moore, Lt James,
A2C Pighini, A1C Malone(Basic & lst OLC), Capt Orsini
(1st OIC) and /2~ "~nno(lst OLC).

23 Aug 67 - Capt Greer, 1L .onos, ALl Graham and JiSgt Hawkins
made pickups numbers 195 and 196,

becLassFEd




Page Two

Jolly Green

Air Force Capt. Gregory
A.M. Etzel, a co-pilot of one of
two HH-3E helicopters to
make the first nonstop trans-
atlantic crossing in aviation
history, has been awarded the
Air Force Cross, the nation's
second highest military honor.

Capt. Etzel, a pilot of HH-3E
Jolly Green Giants assigned to
Det. 1, 37th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Service in South-
east Asia, received the award
for his heroism during a res-
cue mission over North Viet-
nan.

The rescue occurred on July
2, within two weeks of his ar-
rival in SEA and almost a
month to the day after he and
nine other Air Force officers
and enlisted men completed
the historic nonstop trans-
atlantic flight.

The ocean-hopping HH-3Es
set world helicopter speed rec-
ords from New York to Paris
of 30 hours, 46 minutes and
New York to London, 29
hours, 13 minutes. Etzel and
Capt. Charles P. Dunn, a co-
pilot on the other trans-
atlantic helicopter, remained
with the HH-3Es through their
deployment to SEA.

Etzel received the Air Force
Cross recently from General
John P. McConnell, Air Force
chiefl of staff.

On July 2, Etzel was stand-
ing alert duty, when the res-
cue call sounded. Within min-
utes two HH-3Es were  air
horne, heading for North Viet-
nam. As they approached the
veseue scene, the helicopters

7
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Pilot Wings AF Cross

were joined by several A-1E
“Sandy" aircraft.

The other HH-3E developed
transmission trouble and the
pilot elécted to return to home
base. Etzel and his crew con-
tinued their flight .The San-
dies were making a search of
the area, trying to pinpoint
the survivor's position.

Within minutes the Sandies
made radio contact with the
downed F-105 Thunderchief pi-
lot. Spotling what appeared
to be parachute panels, the
Sandies directed Etzel and his
crew into the area. Light
ground fire from enemy posi-
tions convinced the rescue
crew they were close.

Etzel's ship was driven back
repeatedly by automatic wea-
pons fire. At one point, he
barely had time to retrace his
path as six automatic weapons
opencd up on the Jolly Green.

As the gronund fire in-
creased, Etzel's crew mem-
hers — Sgt. John L. Pikhini,
enginecer and Sgt. Robert C.
Cotter, pararescueman, opened
up with return fire. Etzel re-
called seeing  full ¢lips of
tracers coming from his heli-
copter and *. . .then noticed
nuny ground positions stop-
ped  shooting  after return
fire from the .Jolly Green
crew.”

During  that night the
heavy ground fire increased
and the possibility of a suc-
cessful rescue decreased. De-
ciding to return te home
base for the night, Etzel ad-
vised the F-105 pilot to hide
as best he could until rescue

attempts could be resumed
the following morning.

Inspection of the HH-3E
back at the base revealed the
helicopter had been riddled.
Both Jolly Greens were re-
paired that night and were
ready for early morning take-
off.

When the Jolly Greens
reached the rescue site the
next morning, the Sandies had
the downed pilot pinpointed.
Etzel recalled “We stayed in
orbit and watched a very in-
teresting air show.” He refer-
red to 16 high performance
aircraft that were trying to
eliminate as much of the op-
position as they.could, before
the actual rescue attempt was
muule.

After the “air show”™ hul
cleared most of the ground
fire, Sandies came in and laid
down a smoke screen provi-
ding cover for the Jolly
Green and the downed pilot.
Etzel went in and down
through the smoke, spotting
the survivor, who was wear-
ing a big grin and waving.

The pilot had strapped him-
self in a forest penetrator and
was ready to be lifted up into
the helicopter, when Cotter
spotted enemy troops coming
at them through the smoke
sCreen.

With the pilot dangling on
the forest penetrator, Etzel
manruvered his HH-3E out
ol the danger zone and the pi-
lot was pulled <afely into the
helicopter.  Sandies  provided
close support, s
remaining groy

December, 1967

Capt. Gregory A.M. Etzel, receives the Air Force Cross
from Gen. John P. McConnell, Air Force chief of staff, during
cent ceremonies in Southeast Asia. The Air Force Cross
the nation’s second highest military award.
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""No,” | told him. “Those are muzzle flas inking, "It

would be a real disaster if that chopper went down.”

RESCUE AT DO KHE

by Capt. ROBERT P. EVERETT

(Editor’s Note: At about 4:15 pm July 2, 1967, Capt. Dale M. Pichard of
the 44th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Korat Royal Thai Air Base, Thailand,
was shot down about 20 miles northeast of Mu Gia Pass. The story of his
overnight stay in North Vietnam and subsequent pickup by the Jolly Greens
is a classic in the annals of air rescue.)

Ir was a single round . . . 57 millimeter, probably. It hit the diving F-105

with a soft, almost gentle thud. But it was lethal. Within a few seconds
the cockpit filled with smoke and the controls ceased to respond. Dale
Pichard knew he had to get out—now.

Now turned out to be a bad place to eject from a stricken airplane.
Pichard was about 20 miles northeast of Mu Gia Pass, a scant mile and a
half from the village of Do Khe, in a heavily defended area of North Viet-
nam. His chances of being “'scarfed up™ (picked up by the North Vietnamese)
were excellent; his chances of being rescued were not so hot.

Pichard had a second or two of apprehension about the effects of punch-
ing out. He figured it might be rough, but he had no choice. He slowly
squeezed the handles.

The sudden impact of 12 Gs startled him, but the expected pain did not
materialize. The only discomfort was the windblast in his face. Pichard’s
chute was good and everything functioned normally. He floated slowly to-
ward a small clearing in the dense foliage below, wishing only that he could
get down faster.

Dale Pichard’s route to his predicament was a roundabout one. He had
taken off in a flight of four to hit a target near Vinh, not far above the de-
militarized zone that divides Vietnam. In his flight was the late Lt. Karl
Richter, working on his second hundred missions. The four planes had suc-
cessfully hit their target and had moved on to an armed reconnaissance mis-
sion on their route home. Pichard was strafing a gun position when his plane
was hit.

When I hit the ground, I could hear gunshots all around me. 1 lunded in
a clear spot almost on a trail and knew I had to get away from my chute. It
100k me a few seconds to scramble out of the chute harness, grab the beeper
radio and start running for the woods. 1 didn't run far—50 yards maybe—
when | realized that I had to hide, right then, or be captured. I lay down
under some low bushes and almost stopped breathing.

My hiding spot was between two paths and people were shouting and
running along both of them. They tramped through the woods, coming
within 20 feet of me. 1 just lay there in the underbrush feeling kind of ex-
hausted. But the adrenalin was flowing so fast that it seemed everything was
happening in slow motion. My pistol was still in its holster. 1 had decided
that with so many people around it would be stupid to try to shoot my
way out.

The 1055 in my flight circled and strafed for a while, and | knew they
would be picking out landmarks to give my position to the rescue force.
Then they ran low on fuel and headed home.

I lay perfectly still, hardly daring to breathe, for the better part of an hour.
February 1968

The North Vietnamese kept search-
ing and shouting 1o each other and
occasionally firing their weapons . . .
I don’t know at what, but they
somehow didn't find me.

Pichard’s chute had hardly blos-
somed before his flight members ra-
dioed the circumstances and loca-
tion of his downing to Crown, an
HC-130P aircraft which coordinates
air rescue efforts. Crown immedi-
ately notified the A-1E “Sandys”
on alert at Udorn Royal Thai Air
Force Base and the Jolly Greens
at Nakhon Phanom. Within min-
utes, four A-1Es and two HH-3E
helicopters are airborne and headed
toward the downed pilot. Two of the
Sandys, the “lead” (who will be the
on-scene rescue commander) and his
wingman fly on ahead to try to “clean
up” the area so that the helicopters
can get in safely. The other Sandys
escort the two choppers.

Lead Sandy is Maj. Richard L.
(Larry) Mehr. His A-1E wide open,
he reaches the area shortly after the
departure of the F-105 flight. He
sights the parachute, but strangely,
cannot make voice or beeper con-
tact. At treetop level Mehr flies over
the chute and draws heavy automatic
weapons fire. He suspects Pichard
has already been scarfed up and the
North Vietnamese are setting a trap
for the Jolly Greens.

Then finally the radio silence is
broken and a muffled voice comes
through. Mehr tells the pilot to
change radios, thinking he must have
a bad one. He doesn’t know that
Pichard has to turn on his radio,
whisper into it, then quickly shut it
off so the secarchers—still within a
few feet of him-—will not hear the
receiver hiss nor the answering call.

Meanwhile the choppers and their
escorting Sandys are having a little
problem. The second HH-3E, desig-
nated as high bird, has mechanical
difficulties and is forced to return
to Nakhon Phanom. In the lead or
“low™ helicopter, Capt. Gregory A.
M. Etzel, flying his first rescue mis-
sion, knows it will be hairy without
the high bird there to back him up,
and to pick up his crew in case his
chopper takes a hit and “goes in.”
But Etzel’s no new hand at flying
this bird. He was copilot on a rec-
ord-breaking transatlantic helicopter
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Several photos were taken by the pararescueman and the flight engineer during the actual mis.
sion to recover Pichord. Here Sgt. Pighini stands ready to jump if Pichord needs medical care.

flight shortly before coming to South-
east Asia. He knows Pichard’s
chances are slim enough as it is.
Darkness is coming on fast. The res-
cue attempt must be made soon. He
elects to go on alone rather than
accompany the stricken bird back.

Now Larry Mehr in the lead
Sandy tries to “clean up” the area for
the Jollys. The four Sandys begin
bombing and strafing.

Even after the softening up by
the A-1Es, Mehr still isn't satisfied
that the area is really safe, but it's
after 7 p.m. and the valley is al-
ready deep in shadow. The hills are
dusky. Mehr calls in the Jolly Green.

Now it's Etzel's show. He makes
voice contact with Pichard, but only
briefly. He moves down the valley
to a point about a half mile from the
pilot when suddenly he draws fire
from two areas set in a sort of
horseshoe position. Inside the heli-
copter pararescueman Sgt. John L.
Pighini grabs one of several M-16s
on board and fires back, aiming at
the flashes. Like Mehr, Etzel too
suspects a trap so he climbs to a
relatively safe position and begins
to fire personal questions at Pich-
ard. Pichard answers correctly.

For the next 40 minutes, Etzel
makes a whole scries of attempts to
reach the downed pilot. In seven or
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eight tries he succeeds in getting
closer each time, but heavy fire
drives him back. The helicopter takes
a hit in the main rotor blade. Dark-
ness descends and Etzel can no long-
er see the ridgeline of the mountains.
He knows he must call it off.

Mehr, Etzel and Pichard each
claim to be the one who first said
“let’s call it off.” The thought per-
haps hit simultancously. For Meht
and Etzel, the darkness and heavy
fire together present too great a risk.
For Pichard, it was the thought of
a real disaster in the form of the
rescue chopper being shot down that
caused him to get on his radio and
tell the rescuers he'd try to hide un-
til morning. Mehr promised him
they’'d be back at first light.

I' realized it would be a long
night—probably the longest 1 had
ever spent. | knew that Jolly Green
had to leave, bur when it moved off
it was the most lonesome sight 1 had
ever seen. | remembered that ar one
point the Jolly Green pilot asked me
if I was flashing him with a light. |
had told him no, those were muzzle
flashes. | kept thinking there would
be a real disaster if that chopper went
down. That's why I finally rold them
to go back—thar I thought I could
hide overnight,

I staved in the same spot and per-

fectly still wnul late—abour mid-
night, 1 guess—when a breeze came
up. It rustled the branches and made
noise so I felt safe enough 1o stretch
oul and get the cramps out of my
legs. They kepr looking for me until
around midnight. Then they left.

I wasn’t exactly praying while |
was lying there, but 1 kept repeating
to myself, “Let me see my child, let
me see my child.” My wife had given
birth to a little girl two weeks before
and | hadn't even seen her. That
made me all the more determined to
get out of there alive.

Col. Howard C. (Scrappy) John-
son, Director of Operations for the
388th Tactical Fighter Wing, Pich-
ard’s parent organization, was sure
they could get the pilot out if enough
ordnance could be put into the area
to suppress the ground fire. This
coincided pretty well with the esti-
mate of the Sandys, who had already
requested a rescap strike force of 10
F-105s for next morning.

When Maj. Dalton L. Leftwich re-
ported for an 0200 briefing on the
morning of July 3—a briefing that
otherwise would have been for a
target near Hanoi—he learned that
the entire strike force, 20 F-103s,
were being diverted in an effort to
get Pichard out of his predicament.
Leftwich was assigned as number
four man in Warhawk Flight, the
first flight in. Warhawk Flighr was
led by Lt Karl Richter, always
ready to go and particularly anxious

Pichard is not injured, so Pighini prepares to
enemy approaching pilot's paosition.

fire at




Minutes aofter the pickup, o smiling Caoptain Pichard relaxes inside the Jolly Green heli-

copter. Flight engineer Sgt. Robert Cotter

to get Pichard—one of his flight
members from the previous day—
back to safety.

Right after daybreak 1 heard
bombs exploding a few miles away.
Then two 105s came over my posi-
tion to let me know they were back.
Later, those two guys told me they
came over to make sure [ was
awake! Some joke! I hadn't closed
my eyes all night!

The Sandys came in about a half
hour later with more 105s . . . a
bunch of them. The lead Sandy came
in on the radio and told me to
move to higher ground, but from
where | was [ couldn't find any
higher ground. I did find another
clearing though, big enough for the
chopper, so I hid in the woods next
to i1. | radioed the Sandy my new
positton,

The lead Sandy stuck his neck
‘way our by flying back and forth
ar treetop level looking for me. He
was drawing heavy fire all the time,
They were shooting at him with auto-
matic weapons, rifles and even shot-
guns. Finally, he came right over me
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operoted  hoist

to make the actual pickup

and 1 yelled into my radio, “Now!"

Larry Mehr never saw Pichard.
But he did pick up a landmark from
which he could plan and mark tar-
gets for the jet force. Still under in-
tense small arms fire, Mehr began
to fire smoke rockets to show the
105s where to put their bombs and
rockets. Dalton Leftwich, in one of
the rescap 105s will later term the
Sandys’ efforts in marking the un-
friendlies as “‘extraordinary. Every
pass was under direct control of the
Sandys and they did a magnificent
job under heavy fire,”

Then the bombing started. It went
on for quite a while, T don't know
exactly how long, but it seemed like
a year at the time. 1 was in a posi-
tion where I could use my radio so
I tried 1o let the Sandys know where
they were drawing fire from. The
Sandys kept marking targers and the
105s kept dropping bombs. It was
quite a firepower demonstration!

It was indeed quite a firepower
demonstration. With pinpoint tar-
get marking by the Sandys, the heay-
ily loaded F-105s dropped more than

120 bombs and fired over 20,000
rounds of 20mm cannon into the
area. The fighters recycled on a
KC-135 Stratotanker orbiting not far
away, then came back to continuc
the strikes. While Pichard watched,
the jets hit enemy defenses and gun
positions, some of them a mere 100
vards from his hiding place.

The Jolly Green helicopters, two of
them this time, had arrived in the
area with the strike force and spent
an hour and a half orbiting in a
relatively safe position while the 105s
“cleaned up” the area.

When the jets had finished their
job, Larry Mehr flew over the area
at low level to see if he would still
draw ground fire. He picked up
some, and asked Pichard if it seemed
to be heavy. Pichard answered, “"Not
nearly as much as you were getting
last night.”

All the time the bombing and
strafing way going on, I kept looking
and listening for the Jollvs. Bur 1
didn’t see or hear them. So finally 1
asked the lead Sandy, “Where are
the Jollys?" The Sandy asked me to
hang on for abour 15 minutes more.
He kept flving back and forth try-
ing to pinpoint my position. | guess
he had it down pretty good because
after a while he told me to look to
the west and 1 would see the Jolly
Green. And sure enough I did. He
was in a turn away from me, but |
watched him do a 180 and head to-
ward me, About rthat time Sand)

Major Mehr nursed his A-1E 1o closest base
Airman points to bullet hole in fuel tank
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was almost directly over me and he
told the Jolly to come in on the
same [light path he had just taken.
That's because the ground fire wasn't
too heavy in that area. Then the
Sandys dropped a bunch of smoke
bombs to set up a smoke screen for
the Jolly.

The Jolly descended below the
treeline and I couldn't see him. I kept
telling him “'Keep coming, keep com-
ing” because I could hear him ap-
prodaching me. He got almost directly
aver me and I popped a flare. For
a minute I thought he hadn't seen
me because he went right past me a
little ways. Then he came back and
went inlo a hover at maybe 75 feet
up and 20 feer 1o the side of me. |
saw him start to lower the penetrator.
By this time there was lots of ground
fire again. 1 guess they were waiting
for the Jolly. One of the crewmen
was firing out the door of the Jolly
with an M-16. | didn’t have any
trouble ar all getting on the pene-
trator. No sir, no trouble a-tall!

Greg Etzel and copilot Capt. Har-
old W, Bradley had waited some-
what impatiently in safe orbit while
the jets did their work. Then Etzel
watched as the lead Sandy showed
him the flight path to follow and laid
down the smoke screen. Etzel went
in fairly high, but he spotted Pichard
without difficulty. “First thing I saw
was his hands, then his face and
moustache.” Because he was high, he
had to go into a diving turn to get
down, Getting low in the hover posi-
tion makes the big chopper especial-
ly vulnerable to ground fire, so he
wanted to get as low as possible be-
fore hovering.

Back in the rear of the chopper,
pararescueman Pighini and flight en-
gineer Sgt. Robert Cotter were busy,
Because Pichard was not injured and
able to get on the penetrator alone,
there was no need to send Pighini
down the hoist. So he had grabbed
one of the M-16s and was firing out
the door at the enemy. As the hoist
was going down he saw soldiers com-

Safely on the ground, Pichard is greeted with o friendly handshake and o can of refreshment.
Rescue was Capt. Greg Etzel's first in SEA. His efforts earned him the Air Force Cross.

ing over a hill toward Pichard and
opened up on them, stopping their
advance,

Cotter meanwhile had taken com-
mand of the rescue. From the time
the chopper goes into the hover un-
til the survivor is in the door, he's
boss. He guided the penetrator down
through the trees and watched as
Pichard opened the petals and strap-
ped himself in. Then he told Etzel
he was ready for climb out.

The Jolly Green started climbing
out of the dangerous area long be-
fore Pichard was inside the chopper.
The helicopter was at 1,000 feet or
more before Pichard got to the door,
where Pighini was still busy with his
M-16. For some reason, Cotter and
Pighini couldn’t get him through the
door on the first try and they had to
lower the hoist slightly, then raise it
again to get him in position. Then
they pulled the pilot through the
chopper door.

I can't really remember what I did
when [ gor into the chopper. | think
I hugged the pararescueman. Then |
remember just stretching out on the
floor savoring the pleasure of it all.

Pighini remembers that when they
got Pichard into the helicopter, he
had his pistol drawn. Pighini asked
him what he was going to do with
that and Pichard replied, “I'm going
to help you shoot the gooks!”

Pichard doesn’t know for sure
whether or not he was shot at going
up the hoist, but he does remember
gunfire as he was going up. In any
case, the Jolly Green took a hit dur-
ing the rescue, again in the main ro-
tor. In the case of both hits—the
one the previous evening and the one
that morning—only inches prevented
it from bringing the chopper down.

Larry Mehr meanwhile had taken
hits too. He was running very low
on fuel and figured one hit must
have gotten a fuel cell. He and his
wingman headed for the closest re-
covery base. Mehr's estimate was
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Thumbs-up for @ successful rescue. Pighini, Bradley, Etzel and Cotter tlew the mission. Captain Pichard, center, adds enthusiastic approval.

correct. He had taken a fuel-cell hit.
He landed with less than 10 gal-
lons of fuel remaining. (In an A-1E,
that’'s no more than two or three
minutes—maybe one circuit of the
landing field.)

Dale Pichard’s ordeal was over.
The Jolly Green helicopter carried
him to Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai
Air Base where an Air Force doctor
gave him a thorough medical check.
“They tried to find something wrong
with me,” says Pichard, “but all they
could find was a few scratches,”

When rescap pilot Maj. Dalton
Leftwich set his F-105 down at
Korat after the rescue of Pichard, his
guns were dry. And he discovered
that every one of the 20 Thunder-
chiefs had also used every last round
of 20mm. Later, as he approached
the last of the hundred missions he
would fly over North Vietnam, Left-
wich would remember the rescue of
Dale Pichard as “the most satisfy-
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ing in terms of seeing directly the
results of the team effort that is a
part of the daily activity here in
Southeast Asia.”

For Greg Etzel it was the first of
many such rescues. He would again
be over the hills of North Vietnam
within a few days.

Within a week Larry Mehr would
be directing another rescue attempt.
He would be in a tight canyon and
faced with the choice of jettisoning
ordnance or “going in” on the face of
a mountain. Again his superb air-
manship would get him out safely.

For their major roles in the rescue
of Dale Pichard, Larry Mehr and
Greg Etzel would be awarded the
Air Force Cross, second only to the
Medal of Honor among awards mili-
tary men can win., The other rescu-
ers would also win major awards.

Lt. Col. Eddie E. Skelton, com-
mander of Mehr's 602d Fighter
Squadron (Commando), summed it

up when he said, “The rescue of
Captain Pichard was a classic. Every-
body involved performed magnifi
cently. But even more important to
remember is the fact that our country
isn’t stingy when it comes to expend-
ing resources to get one of our men
back from the jaws of death or im-
prisonment. In this case it was the
whole strike force that was required.
It was successful and that's what
really counts with us.”

Most rescue attempts are. In fact.
the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Service, for whom the Jolly Greens
of Detachment 1, 37th ARR Squad-
ron fly, has brought back enough
flhiers to staff five full wings with air-
crew members.

Dale Pichard may not have known
it, but his chances were pretty good
from the moment he hit the ground
safely. A lot of men in big, lumber-
ing helicopters and sturdy A-1Es
and fast, devastating jets made it so!

@
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On-Scene Commander

Near Mu Gia Pass, Maj. Larry Mehr directed a rescue that old hands called "a classic."

There were few safe or simple missions in the air war over Southeast Asia. Many who were there

will tell you that at the top of the difficulty scale was the job of on-scene commander ip a large rescue
operation. That job demanded extraordinary concentration and ability to divide one's attention among
many demands: locating the downed airman, deliberately exposing oneself to ground fire to locate
enemy guns, controlling all the participants in the rescue effort (the helicopters and their A-1 Sandy
escorts as well as the supporting jet fighters), acting as a forward air controller, and making the crucial
judgment when to call in the choppers.

Ot’:e of the best at this task was Maj. Richard L. "Larry" Mehr, a one-time F-100 pilotiwho
volunteered to fly A-1s with the 602d Fighter Squadron (Commando), based at Udorn RTAFB,
Thailand. The rescue operation on July 2-3, 1967, for which he was on-scene commander, has been
called a classic among the hundreds of such missions in southeast Asia.

It all began on July 2 at 4:45 p.m. when Capt. Dale Pichard, call sign "Pintail 2," bailed out of his
damaged F-105 about 20 miles northeast of Mu Gia Pass, near the Laotian border. Pichard's flight
reported his approximate location to Crown, the HC-130 that coordinated rescue operations. Crown,
in turn, passed the word to the alert force of A-1 Sandys at Udorn and the HH-3E Jolly Green Giant
rescue helicopters at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB. '

At 5 p.m,, four Sandys took off from Udorn, led by Major Mehr. He and his wingman, Capt. P. K.
Kimminau, went directly to the reported location of the downed pilot while the other two Sandys
escorted two Jolly Greens to a relatively safe area nearby. One of the helicopters turned back with
mechanical problems, leaving the HH-3E flown by Capt. Gregory Etzel without a backup in the event
hé.was shot down. Etzel was on his first rescue mission but elected to stay with the team.
o 4 ]
The rescue scene was a ridge line between two heavily populated valleys. The initial search for Pichard
by Mehr and Kimminau was not successful. Under sporadic ground fire, Mehr saw a chute on the
ground but could not make radio contact with Pichard, who was hiding in heavy undergrowth.

As darkness approached, Mehr called in Etzel to look over the chute. The Jolly Green made voice
contact with Pichard. Major Mehr and the other Sandys covered Etzel as they flew north toward
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Pichard's apparent position. Ground fire now was the heaviest Mehr had seen in his 180 missions, 82
of them over the North. Darkness forced them to suspend the mission until first light t}le next day.
Back at Udorn, Larry Mehr laid out the next day's rescue mission and coordinated these plans with the
Tactical Air Support Center. The Sandys and HH-3Es would be supported by20 F-105s from
Pichard's wing, the 388th Tactical Fighter Wing at Korat RTAFB. The plan was completed near
midnight, with takeoff set for 3 a.m.

Arriving at the rescue area at first light, Mehr instructed the jet fighters to hold "high and dry" while
he verified Pichard's position, assessed the intensity of ground fire, and silenced some pf the most
menacing guns. When he had Pichard pinpointed, he began marking targets with white phosphorus
rockets. As soon as the F-105s had expended their general-purpose and cluster bombs on these
targets, he directed them to refuel at an orbiting tanker and return to strafe the area. Satisfied that
ground fire had been contained, Mehr told two of his Sandys to use their rockets on trails leading to
Pichard's position and his wingman to escort Etzel's Jolly Green into position for a pickup. After a
high-speed approach through continuing ground fire, the HH-3E, hovering at 75 feet, picked up the
downed pilot. : \

M'ajor Mehr's fuel was getting dangerously low, probably from a hit in one of his tanks. Nevertheless,
he decided to stay with the mission as long as possible. He directed the Sandys to strafe on both sides
of the HH-3E's exit route. When the rescue helicopter was over reasonably safe terrain, Mehr declared
a fuel emergency, turned over control of the search-and-rescue force to Sandy 3, and headed for
Nakhon Phanom. Thirty miles east of that base, his fuel gauge showed zero pounds remaining. With
his engine running on fumes, he penetrated an undercast and landed safely, exactly four hours after
taking off from Udorn. Both his centerline external and internal tanks had been punctured by flak.
For his extraordinary performance directing these two missions in a high-threat area and with no
losses, Maj. Larry Mehr was awarded the Air Force Cross, as was Capt. Greg Etzel. Before
completing his southeast Asia tour in August 1967, Major Mehr also was awarded the Silver Star. He
retired as a colonel in 1972, and now lives in Oregon, Ill. Nothing in his Air Force career is more
satisfying to him than having been a key player in several successful rescue operations.

1
Published May 1995. For presentation on this web site, some Valor articles have beey amended for
accuracy.

Return to Valor

Return to AIR FORCE Magazine
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HUGE RESCUE EFH

Thirty.two aircraft were
involved in one of the big-
gest rescue efforts of the
Vietnam war recent'y after
an Air Force F-105 Thun.
derchief ptlot spent a night
on the ground in North
Vietnam

Captain Dale M. Pichard,
22, of Llapo, Tex., was pic-
ked up 4t 9 pom. from 2
heavily defended area, 28

by an HH-3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopter crew from
the 3Tth ARRS.

| was ready to cash it
all in last night,” Pichard
said this morning, ** ¢ didn’t
figure | would be here to.
day.”

Encany ground fire bro:
ught Pichard’s F-105 down
July 3, Darkpess and heavy
ground fire foreed the SAR
effort to be called off Sun-
day night after A-1E San.
dys had dropped ordnance
in the area,

L AJE pilot Capfain po-

PICHPED SAR, 3PL

[S5\V] SR A

miles north of Mu Gia Pass,

nald F. Miles, assigaed to
the 602ad FS of Cleburne,
Tex.. said It was petting
dark and we could™t keep
everyone in sight. As soon
as we [lashed on our lights
they would shoot the heck
oul of us”™

Major Richard L. Mehr,
also from the 602nd of Jeif
erson ltown, Ky., lead San-
dy pilot gnd the on-scene
réscue director of the S R
effort that night and mo n

"ing told the dpwned pilot

to go to higher ground.

Pichard narrowiy escap.
ed capture during his 1S
hours on the ground. En
emy troops were on loplof
his chute soon after he
landed. "1 went about 50
yards away from the chute
and it was asfar as [ could
get, because they were all
up along a hail"

There ‘were trails all
around the heavily wooded
pickup area. He spent the

DECLASSIFIER

Iying under orusa
1emy ‘troops got as
520 feet to his po-

Right

chief pilots were in 1o sup-
press enemy ground fire

" around the arca that morn.
“ing before the pickup was

made. Sandys also drop-
ped a smoke screen around
the area before a Jolly
Green, piloted by Captain
Gregory Etzel, of Albany,
Ga., went into the area.

“The Sandys did a great
job in laying dowa a per.
fect smoke screen Etzel
aaid.

“As we got him on the
hoist, we started getting
more ground fire, $0 we
started our pulliout with
him cn the hoist below us.
We swung around a ridge
and into the smoke screen
before we finally lifted
Pichard into the chopper.™

Co. pilot of the rescug
Jolly Green Giant was
Captain Harold W. Brad-
ley, Jr, of Tampa, Fla,

Flight engincer was Air. |

Lfe BR:T?‘ON

man First Clags Robert J.
Cotter, 20, of Palmyra N.Y.,
and Airman Setond Class
John Pighini, 22, (f Levit-
town, Pa, was the parare-
SCuemun,

Other Sandy pilots from
the 602nd FS participating
in the strike were Captains
Paul F, Kimminau, of Wi.
chita, Kan., and Jack Co.
chran, of Atlanta, Ga.

It was the furst pickup
for Etzel since coming (o
Southeast Asia. He is the
pilot who flew the first
nonstop helicapter flight in
a Jolly Green across the
Atlantic to the Paris Air
Show in June.

“We had toride across
the Atlantic to Paris for
more than 30 straight hours,
but the nervous strain of
this SAR was equal 1o that
flight," Etzel said.

“You can't say enough
for the entire rescuc effort,”
Pichard, a member of the
388th  Tactical Fighter
Wing said. “They were all
wonderful.”
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By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor

On-Scene Commander

Near Mu Gia Pass, Maj.
Larry Mehr directed a res-
cue that old hands called “a
classic.”

HERE were few safe or simple

missions in the air war over
southeast Asia. Many who were there
will tell you that at the top of the
difficulty scale was the job of on-
scene commander in a large rescue
operation. ‘That job demanded ex-
traordinary concentration and ability
to divide one’s attention among many
demands: locating the downed air-
man, deliberately exposing oneself
to ground fire to locate enemy guns,
controlling all the participants in the
rescue effort (the helicopters and
their A-1 Sandy escorts as well as
the supporting jet fighters), acting
as a forward air controller, and mak-
ing the crucial judgment when to call
in the choppers.

One of the best at this task was
Maj. Richard L. “Larry” Mehr, a one-
time F-100 pilot who volunteered to
fly A-1s with the 602d Fighter Squad-
ron (Commando), based at Udorn
RTAFB, Thailand. The rescue opera-
tion on July 2-3, 1967, for which he
was on-scene commander, has been
called a classic among the hundreds
of such missions in southeast Asia.

It all began on July 2 at 4:45 p.m.
when Capt. Dale Pichard, call sign
“Pintail 2,” bailed out of his dam-
aged F-105 about twenty miles north-
east of Mu Gia Pass, near the Lao-
tian border. Pichard’s flight reported
his approximate location to Crown,
the HC-130 that coordinated rescue
operations. Crown, in turn, passed
the word to the alert force of A-1
Sandys at Udorn and the HH-3E Jolly
Green Giant rescue helicopters at
Nakhon Phanom RTAFB.

At 5:00 p.m., four Sandys took off
from Udorn, led by Major Mehr. He
and his wingman, Capt. P. K. Kim-
minau, went directly to the reported
location of the downed pilot while
the other two Sandys escorted two
Jolly Greens to a relatively safe area
nearby. One of the helicopters turned
back with mechanical problems, leav-
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ing the HH-3E flown by Capt. Greg-
ory Etzel without a backup in the
event he was shot down. Etzel was
on his first rescue mission but elected
to stay with the team.

The rescue scene was a ridge line
between two heavily populated val-
leys. The initial search for Pichard by
Mehr and Kimminau was not success-
ful. Under sporadic ground fire, Mehr
saw a chute on the ground but could
not make radio contact with Pichard,
who was hiding in heavy undergrowth.

As darkness approached, Mehr
called in Etzel to look over the chute.
The Jolly Green made voice contact
with Pichard. Major Mehr and the
other Sandys covered Etzel as they
flew north toward Pichard’s appar-
ent position. Ground fire now was
the heaviest Mehr had seen in his
180 'missions, eighty-two of them
over the North. Darkness forced them
to suspend the mission until first light
the next day.

Back at Udorn, Larry Mehr laid out
the next day’s rescue mission and
coordinated these plans with the Tac-
tical Air Support Center. The Sandys
and HH-3Es would be supported by
twenty F-105s from Pichard's wing,
the 388th Tactical Fighter Wing at
Korat RTAFB. The plan was com-
pleted near midnight, with takeoff set
for 3:00 a.m.

Arriving at the rescue area at first
light, Mehr instructed the jet fighters
to hold “high and dry” while he veri-
fied Pichard's position, assessed the
intensity of ground fire, and silenced
some of the most menacing guns.
When he had Pichard pinpointed, he
began marking targets with white
phosphorus rockets. As soon as the
F-105s had expended their general-
purpose and cluster bombs on these
targets, he directed them to refuel at
an orbiting tanker and return to strafe
the area. Satisfied that ground fire
had been contained, Mehr told two
of his Sandys to use their rockets on
trails leading to Pichard's position
and his wingman to escort Etzel's
Jolly Green into position for a pickup.
After a high-speed approach through
continuing ground fire, the HH-3E,
hovering at seventy-five feet, picked
up the downed pilot.

Major Mehr’s fuel was getting dan-
gerously low, probably from a hit in
one of his tanks. Nevertheless, he
decided to stay with the mission as
long as possible. He directed the
Sandys to strafe on both sides of the
HH-3E's exit route. When the rescue
helicopter was over reasonably safe
terrain, Mehr declared a fuel emer-
gency, turned over control of the
search-and-rescue force to Sandy 3,
and headed for Nakhon Phanom.
Thirty miles east of that base, his
fuel gauge showed zero pounds re-
maining. With his engine running on
fumes, he penetrated an undercast
and landed safely, exactly four hours
after taking off from Udorn. Both his
centerline external and internal tanks
had been punctured by flak.

For his extraordinary performance
directing these two missions in a
high-threat area and with no losses,
Maj. Larry Mehr was awarded the
Air Force Cross, as was Capt. Greg
Etzel. Before completing his south-
east Asia tour in August 1967, Major
Mehr also was awarded the Silver
Star. He retired as a colonel in 1972
and now lives in Oregon, Ill. Nothing
in his Air Force career is more satis-
fying to him than having been a key
player in several successful rescue
operations. =
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jc:lly Green

Air Force Capt. Gregory
A M. Etzel, a co-pilot of ane of
two HH-3E helicopters to
make the first nonstop trans-
atlantic crossing in aviation
history, has been awarded the
Air Force Cross, the nation's
second highest military honor.

Capt, Etzel, a pilot of HH-3E
Jolly Green Giants assigned to
Det. 1, 37th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Service in South-
east Asia, received the award
for his heroism during a res-
cue mission over North Viet-
nani.

The rescue occurred on July
2, within two weeks of his ar-
rival in SEA and almost a
month to the day after he and
nine other Air Force officers
and enlisted men completed
the historic nonstop
atlantic flight.

The ocean-hopping HH-3Es
set world helicopter speed rec-
ords from New York to Paris
of 30 hours, 46 minutes and
New York to Llondon, 29
hours, 13 minutes. Elzel and
Capt. Charles P. Dunn, a co-
pilot on the other trans-
atlantic helicopter, remained
with the HH-3Es through their
deployment to SEA.

Etzel received the Air Foree
Cross recently from General
John P. McConnell, Air Force
chiel ol staff,

On July 2, Etzel was stand-
ing alert duty, when the res-
cue call seunded. Within min-
utes two HH-3Es were air-
borne, heading for Naorth Viet-
nam. As they approached the
rescue scene, the helicopters

trans-

Pilot Wings AF Cross

were joined by several A-1E
“Sandy" aireraft.

The other HH-3E developed
transmission trouble and the
pilot elected to return to home
base. Etzel and his crew con-
tinued their flight .The San-
dies were making a search of
the area, trying to pinpoint
the survivor’s position.

Within minutes the Sandies
made radio contact with the
downed F-105 Thunderchief pi-
lot. Spotting what appeared
to be parachute panels, the
Sandies directed Etzel and his
crew into the area. Light
ground fire from enemy posi-
tions convinced the rescue
crew they were close.

Etzel's ship was driven back
repeatedly by automatic wea-
pons fire. At one point, he
barely had time o retrace his
path as six automatic weapons
opened up on the Jolly Green.

As the ground fire in-
creased, Etzel's crew mem-
bers — Sgt. John L. Pikhiai,
engineer and Sgt. Robert C.
Cotter, pararescueman, opened
up with return fire. Etzel re-
called seeing full c¢lips of
tracers coming from his heli-
copter and *“. . .then noticed
many ground positions stop-
ped  shooting after return
fire from the Jolly Green
crew,”

During  {hat  nipght  the
heavy ground fire inereased
and the possibility ol a suc-
cessiul rescue decreased. ]e-
ciding to return to home
base for the night, Etzel ad-
vised the F-105 pilot to hide
as best he could until rescue
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attempts could be resumed
the following morning.

Inspection of the HIH-3E
back at the base revealed the
helicopter had been riddled.
Both Jolly Greens were re-
paired that night and were
ready for early morning take-
off.

When  the Jolly Greens
reached the rescue site the
next morning, the Sandies had
the downed pilot pinpointed.
Etzel recalled “We stayed in
orbit and watched a very in-
teresting air show.” He refer-
red fo 16 high performance
aircraft that were trying to
eliminate as much of the op-
position as they could, before
the actual rescue attempt was
made.

After the “air show" had
cleared most of the groumd
fire, Sandies came in and laid
down a smoke sereen provi-
ding cover for the Jolly
Green and the downed pilot.
Etzel went in anmd down
through the smoke, spotting
the survivor, who was wear-
ing a big grin and waving.

The pilot had strapped him-
sell in a forest penetrator and
wias ready to be lifted up into
the  helieopter, when Cotter
spotied enemy {(Yoops coming
at them through the smoke
SCTreen.

With the pilol dangling on
the  forest penetrator, Ftzel
maneuvered  his  THH-3E out
ol the danger zone and the pi-
lot was pulled salely into the
helicopter. Sandies  provided
close support, suppressing the

| remaining ground I'ir*.
=

Capt. Gregory A.M. Etzel, receives the Air Force Cross
from Gen. John P. McConnell, Air Farce chief of staff, during
recent ceremonies in Southeast Asia. The Air Force Cross
is the nation’s second highest military award.
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Jolly Green

Air Force Capt. Gregory
A.M. Etzel, a co-pilot of one of
two HH-3E helicopters to
make the first nonstop trans-
atlantic crossing in aviation
history, has been awarded the
Air Force Cross, the nation's
second highest military honor.

Capt. Etzel, a pilot of HH-3E -

Jolly Green Giants assigned to
Det. 1, 37th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Service in South-
east Asia, received the award
for his heroism during a res-
cue mission over North Viet-
nam.

The rescue occurred on July
2, within two weeks of his ar-
rival in SEA and almost a
month to the day after he and
nine other Air Force officers
and enlisted men completed
the historic nonstop trans-
atlantic flight.

The ocean-hopping HH-3Es
set world helicopter speed rec-
ords from New York to Paris
of 30 hours, 46 minutes and
New York to London, 29
hours, 13 minutes. Etzel and
Capt. Charles P. Dunn, a co-
pilot on the other trans-
atlantic helicopter, remained
with the HH-3Es through their
deployment to SEA.

Etzel received the Air Force
Cross recently from General
John P. McConnell, Air Force
chief of staff.

On July 2, Etzel was stand-
ing alert duty, when the res-
cue call sounded. Within min-
utes two HH-3Es were air-
borne, heading for North Viet-
nam. As they approached the
rescue scene, the helicopters

s
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were joined by several A-1E
“Sandy’ aircraft.

The other HH-3E developed
transmission trouble and the
pilot elécted to return to home
base. Etzel and his crew con-
tinued their flight .The San-
dies were making a search of
the area, trying to pinpoint
the survivor’s position.

Within minutes the Sandies
made radio contact with the
downed F-105 Thunderchief pi-
lot. Spotting what appeared
to be parachute panels, the
Sandies directed Etzel and his
crew into the area. Light
ground fire from enemy posi-
tions convinced the rescue
crew they were close.

Etzel's ship was driven back
repeatedly by automatic wea-
pons fire. At one point, he
barely had time to retrace his
path as six automatic weapons
opened up on the Jolly Green.

As the ground fire in-
creased, KEtzel's crew mem-
bers — Sgt. John L. Pikhini,
engineer and Sgt. Robert C.
Cotter, pararescueman, opened
up with return fire. Etzel re-
called seeing full clips of
tracers coming from his heli-
copter and “. . .then noticed
many ground positions stop-

ped shooting after return
fire from the dJolly Green
crew.”

During that night the

heavy ground fire increased
and the possibility of a suc-
cessful rescue decreased. De-
ciding to return to home
base for the night, Etzel -
vised the F-105 pilot fo hide

as best he could until HFRLA
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attempts could be resumed
the following morning.

Inspection of the HH-3E
back at the base revealed the
helicopter had been riddled.
Both Jolly Greens were re-
paired that night and were
ready for early morning take-
off.

When the Jolly Greens
reached the rescue site the
next morning, the Sandies had
the downed pilot pinpointed.
Etzel recalled “We stayed in
orbit and watched a very in-
teresting air show.” He refer-
red to 16 high performance
aircraft that were ftrying to
eliminate as much of the op-
position as they.could, before
the actual rescue attempt was
made.

After the “air show” had
cleared most of the ground
fire, Sandies came in and laid
down a smoke screen provi-

ding cover for the Jolly
Green and the downed pilot.
Etzel went in and down

through the smoke, spotting
the survivor, who was wear-
ing a big grin and waving.

The pilot had strapped him-
self in a forest penetrator and
was ready to be lifted up into
the helicopter, when Cotter
spotted enemy troops coming
at them through the smoke
screen.

With the pilot dangling on
the forest penetrator, Etzel
maneuvered his HH-3E out
of the danger zone and the pi-
lot was pulled safely into the

i . andies provided
suppressing the
ound fire.

'.

Capt. Gregory A.M. Eizel, receives the Air Force Cross
from Gen. John P. McConnell, Air Force chief of staff, during
recent ceremonies in Southeast Asia. The Air Force Cross
is the nation’s second highest military award.






HUGE RESCUE EFFORT

Thirty.two aircraft were
involved in one of the big-
gest rescue efforts of the
Vietnam war recently after
an Air Force F-105 Thun.
derchief pilot spent a night
on the ground in North
Vietnam.

Captain Dale M, Pichard,
27, of Llano, Tex., was pic-
ked up 4t 9 pm. from a
heavily defended area, 28

miles north of Mu Gia Pass,

by an HH.3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopter crew from
the 37th ARRS.

| was ready to cash it
all in last night,” Pichard
said this morning, ** didn’t
figure 1 would be here to.
day.”

Enemy ground fire bro.
ught Pichard’s F-105 down
July 3. Darkness and heavy
ground fire forced the SAR
effort to be called off Sun-
day night after A-1E San.
dys had dropped ordnance
in the area,

A 1T Lk MNambnin Ma

nald F, Miles, assigned to
the 602nd FS of Cleburne,
Tex., said "It was getling
dark and we could’t keep
everyone in sight. As soon
as we flashed on our lights
they would shoot the heck
out of us™

Major Richard L. Mehr,
also from the 602nd of Jefl.
erson town, Ky., lead San-
dy pilot gnd the on-scene
rescuc director of the S 'R
effort that night and mo n.
ing told the downéd piloet
Lo go to higher ground.

Pichard narrowly escap.
ed capture during his 15
hours on the ground. En
emy troops were on top of
his chute soon after he
landed. “1 went about 50
vards away from the chute
and it was as far as | could
get, because they were all
up along a hill™

There were trails all
around the heavily wooded
pickup area. He spent the

5y B -7

m-dmmy troops got as
~close as 20 feet to his po-
sition.

Twenty - three Thunder-
chief pilots were in to sup-

. press enemy sround__ fire
‘around the area that morn-
ing before the pickup was
made. Sandys also drop.
ped a smoke screen around
the arca before a Jolly

. Green, piloted by Captain
Gregory Etzel, of Albany,
Ga., went into the area.

“The Sandys did a great
job in laying dowpn a per.
fect smoke screen' Etzel
said.

“As we got him on the
hoist, we started getting
more ground fire, so we
started our pull.out with
him cn the hoist below us,
We swung around a ridge
and into the smoke screen
before” we finally lifted
Pichard into the chopper.™

Co. pilot of the rescue
Jolly Green Giant was
Captain Harold W. Brad-
ley, Jr, of Tampa, “Fla,

Flight engineer was Air. 4

Cotter, 20, of Palmyra N.Y.,
and Airman Second Class
John Pighini, 22, ¢f Levit-
town, Pa., 'was__thc parare-
Scueman.

Other Sandy pilots from
the 602nd F5 participating
in the strike were Captains
Paul F. Kimminau, of Wi.
chita, Kan., and Jack Co.
chran, of Atlanta. Ga.

It was the first pickup
for Etzel since coming to
Southeast Asia. He is the
pilot who flew the first
nonstop helicopter flight in
a Jolly Green across the
Atlantic to the Paris Air
Show in June.

*“We had to ride across
the Atlantic to Paris for
more than 30 straight hours,
but the nervous strain of
this SAR was equal to that
flight,” Etzel said.

“You can't say enough
for the entire rescue effort,”
Pichard, a member of the
388th  Tactical Fighter
Wing said. “They were all
wonderful.”
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threat necessitated providing Capt Pichard a

very harrowing hoist ride.

The A-1’s had been providing cover
fire while the chopper was in the hover.
They radioed they were Winchester and got
out of the way of the F-105’s. The Thuds
began staffing passes and dropping bombs.
In the ensuing bombardment, the Jolly
Green escaped and got the survivor inside
the helicopter. During the mission the Jolly
took battle damage to the main rotor system.
A few more inches closer to the rotors hub
and the Jolly probably would have crashed.
Sandy Lead had also take hits. Major Mehr’s
noticed he was loosing fuel fast. He had
been hit in his fuel cell. He made it back to
base with less than a couple minutes fuel
left. When the Thud pilots all landed back at
Korat, the maintenance men reported that all
20 planes had returned without any bombs
and without a single 20mm cannon round.
They had expended 100% of all their
ordnance. Warhawk 01 wrote in his mission
report that “this mission was my most
satisfying flight in the war, in terms of
seeing a direct result for the efforts we
undertake every day we fly in the war.” The
F-105 pilots were ecstatic and beating each
other on the back. Their teammate was safe.

They had help save him from certain capture

and probable death. For these brief
moments, they felt the same rush that the
Rescuemen felt every time that brought a
pilot back from the jaws of death. Saving
lives and getting this rush is what made air
rescue the best mission to fly in this crazy
war. The Rescuemen may not have
understood the wars politics, but they did
not need a translator to understand the smile
on the face of a survivor and the look in his
eyes. For action on 3 July 1967, Major Mehr
and Capt Etzel were awarded the Air Force
Cross. Captain Bradley, A1C Bradley and
A2C Pighini were all awarded the Silver

USAF Museum Photograph
Pintail 02 SAR. Safely on the ground at NKP, Capt
Dale Pichard (front left) and Jolly pilot Capt Greg
Etzel (front 2" from left) being interviewed after

57
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wounded and the helicopter was heavily damaged before departure.
Captain Firse later received the Air Force Cross.

Captain Gregory A.M, Etzel, an HH-3 pilot from the 37th ARR
Squadron, rescued a downed F-105 pilot from a heavily defended
area in North Vietnam. Captain Etzel located the survivor on
2 July, but darkness prevented a rescue attempt. On 3 July
Captain Etzel returned with a rescue task force. After enemy
ground fire had been silenced, Captain Etzel went down and
hoisted the survivor aboard. Later Captain Etzel received the
Air Force Cross.

Two HH-3s assigned to the 37th ARR Squadron searched for two
downed Navy pilots located about 38 miles south of Hanoi. The
SAR task force, consisting of both Navy and Air Force aircraft,
located the survivors. A Navy H-3 suffered damage and was forced
to exit the area. Major Glen P. York and his HH-3 crew went
down through the enemy fire and hoisted one of the Navy pilots
aboard. Major York also contacted the second survivor, but fuel
approached a critical point and he was forced to leave. The
second ARRS HH-3, piloted by Captain Gregory Etzel, went down
but failed to locate the second survivor. Major York received

the Air Force Cross as a result of this mission.

Captain Gerald 0.
Young, an HH-3 pilot
assigned to the 37th
ARR Squadron, won the
Medal of Honor while
participating in a
combat rescue mission
to recover a group of
United States soldiers
surrounded by enemy
forces near Khe Sanh,
Vietnam. Other mem-
bers of Captain
Young's crew were
posthumously awarded
the Air Force Cross.
They were: Captain
Ralph W. Brower, co-
pilot; Staff Sergeant
Eugene L. Clay, flight

engineer; and Sergeant

Larry W. Maysay,




