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141 
OYSTER 013 

(S) At 1030L on 1 June, the NIP SARGO was notified that 

radio contact had been made with Oyster 01 near Yen Hai Airfield 

in North Vietnam. A quick check revealed that no Oyster flights 

were flying that day, but an Oyster 01 had been lost on 10 MAY. 

21 days earlier. At 1055L two Sands and a set of Jolly Greens 

were launched from NIP. The SARGO began loading other A-is for 

possible use later, 

(S) 	the same time, while on SAR orbit North of the PDJ 

for a Linebacker scission, two Sans heard King talking to the 

aircraft that had contact with Oyster 01, The Sandys got an 

initial heading from King and set a course, still not knowing 

the °Tart location of their objective nor his unique circim-

stances. Shortly, King passed the San-s an authenticator ques-

tion. Disco passed the best known position of the survivor 

which was "on a hill very close to Yen Hai Airfield." The sur-

vivor had stated that he could see the airfield. Disco took 

over vector duties for the Sandys. 

(S) Just Southeast of Yen Hal the Sand's initiated radio 

contact with the survivor. The authenticator question was pro-

perly answered and the Sans knew then that they had a valid 

141. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports. Also, see SARCO 
Report for Oyster 01B, 1 Jun 72, (Goo 34). For Oyster 01Hrs 
own story of his adventure, see "The Evasion and Recovery of 
Oyster 01, Captain Roger Locher, 10 May-2 Jun 72," Air Intel-
ligence Review (WHY), PACAIR 11-72 Special Supplement, Trua 
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objective. Anti-aircraft fire started, SANS were fired, and 

the Sandys lost radio contact with the survivor. The Mig Cap 

reported that they had contact and that the survivor was Nroth 

of the Red River, The Sandys crossed the river and searched 

the hills but they never got near enough to the survivor for 

him to hear their engines. The Sandys' UHF/ADF were inopera-

tive and the Jolly Greens were getting low on fuel so the ef-

fort had to be abandoned for the day. All forces RTBed. 

(S) A thorough debriefing of the Sandys revealed the 

nature of the ordnance that would be needed for the rescue 

attempt. Yen Bai would have to be struck as would GCI sites 

and AAA emplacements, Mig Cap was a necessity since at least 

one Mig had flown to within one mile of the SAR force. A fast 

FAC would be needed to determine the exact location of the 

survivor. This FAC later aborted and on-scene resources were 

used to narrow down the survivor's position. 

(S) The SAR force took off from NKP the next morning 

with a well developed plan but still no exact location to fly 

to. Sandys 3 and 4 held with the Jolly Greens 25 miles South-

west of Yen Bai while Sandys 1 and 2 went into the area to 

search for Oyster 01, The Sandys crossed the Red River South-

east of Yen Bai and contacted the survivor on radio but he 

could not hear their engines, A search was begun at altitudes 

ranging from 2,000 to 3,000 feet. After about 15 minutes the 
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142. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports. Also, see SARCO 
Report for Chico 64, 5 Jun 72, (Doc 35). 

Classified by 
XEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 

TE  SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDE 11652 
EXEMPTION CATEGORY 

;4  DECLASSIFY ON 4.4110F 

56 SOW 
Apr - Jun 72 vol. 1 
K-WG-56-HI 

126 

survivor stated that he was on a mountain to the North of the 

Sandy-a. The Sandys turned Northward but were forced to turn 

around because of the heavy AAA. They recrossed the river, 

joined up with Sandys 3 and 4 and the Jolly Greens, and went 

Northwest, using ridge lines South of the river as a mask. 

The force crossed the river 15 miles Northwest of Yen Bai and 

headed Southeast, again using ridge lines for masking. Two 

Sandys and the Jolly Greens held North of the objective while 

the other tyro Sandys flew over the mountain to get an exact 

position on the survivor. Just as the Sanotys crested the top 

of the mountain the survivor called that they were right over 

him. The survivor's signal mirror showed the Sandys his exact 

position. A fast mover smoke screen was dropped and a Jolly 

Green brought around for the pickup. 

(S) On egress, the SAR force spotted a Mig, blew up a 

train, fired on several gun positions, and received heavy small 

arms fire from villages. The force RTBed to Udorn for a jubi-

lant welcome. This SAR received world wide coverage in the 

news media. 

cram 64142  

(C) On 5 June, Chico 64 (an 0-2) was reported dawn from 

unknown causes 72 miles North of Siagon. Bien Hoa Sandys took 
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other than peak daylight hours, and were careful to conceal 

themcelves and their movements. They also were downed in 

areas where SAR was able to operate. Another excellent 

example of long term evasion was a crewmember who evaded for 

22 days. Shot down in the hills northwest of Hanoi, he landed 

near a small village. Moving away from the landing and crash 

site, he found concealment among the vegetation on a hill-

side. Although a party of 80 to 100 villagers searched the 

area, he was not found. He attributed his success in hiding 

from the search party to knowledge gained through hunting, 

e.g., that a well concealed, motionless figure was extremely 

difficult to spot. By moving away from the crash area he 

succeeded in placing himself outside the area of the most 

intensive search. He moved at dusk and dawn, when there was 

sufficient light to see where he was going, but still dark 

enough to conceal his movements. Almost every night of the 

22 day evasion, he made a leaf bed to sleep on and carefully 

dispersed the leaves the next morning. Daring rainy periods 

he obtained water by forming large leaves into funnels 

leading into a water bottle. At other times he tapped 

banana trees and obtained useable liquids. When tapping 

trees, he was careful to camouflage marks made so his presence 

in the area would remain unknown. Wrappings from anti-diarrhea 

tablets, peelings from fruit, etc., were also carefully dis-

posed of. Water was a continuing problem, but the last few 
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days of evasion were spent near a creek. Eventually the lack 

of protein in his diet became his biggest problem and he 

began making plans to approach a hamlet to steal a chicken 

or goose. This plan was not carried out, however, because 

air strikes began occurring near his position. (During the 

period of evasion, he had moved some distance southward in 

an attempt to reach an area where SAR would be feasible). He 

also had kept his survival radio and carefully protected the 

batteries for use when he was sure of friendly air activity 

in the area. After contacting friendly aircraft,.the evadee 

was recovered without further incident. 
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FhCM: let SCS (Maj Milner/2754) 

SUBJECT: SA:LUCReport, Oyster 01P 

TO: 56th SOW (DO) 

1. At 1030 local the Same was notified of voice cont.ct with aster  013 and 
of his approximate position near Yen Dia airfield, WIN. After evaluation of 
the threat ne:r 	rsported position of the survivor Maj Milner, the SARCO, 
requested CBU-49, CB .-52, Air Defense and hard ordnance (MK-82s). 

2. At 1048 Jack informed Maj Milner that a Disco (EC-121) was near the scence 
to vector the Shit forces to the area. Sandy 1 and 2 proceeded from a SALE orbit 
to the SAIL area.. Maj Milner requested fast PAC's and permission to launch Sandy 
3 and 4. dandy 3 and 4 laulched at 1055 local. 

3. At 1055 local Jack wanted to know if VJ 1324 was a safe place to hold Jolly°. 
Maj Milner consulted with Maj Gary ramble and suggested a more favorable holding 
point nearer the survivors location. 

4. At 1105 local King nfirmed that no Oyster 01 on the fr-.g today. An oyster 
01 was shot down on 10 , ;ay about the area of the Yen Eta airfield. This in-
formation was passed to Sandy 3. 

5. at 1115 local Jack requested a refueling point for the Jollys and was passed 
UH 6384. 

6. At 1120 Maj Milner instructed that a 1.3 armament load be put on Hs and Js 
and 1.5 load on Es. Jack informed Maj Milner that Sandy 1 and 2 in SAU area at 
1127 local. Maj Milner requested Oyster 01B be asked the questions and if MIG 
CAP would be continously available. At 1135 King reports the questions have 
been asked and that MIG CliP is in the area. Sandy 1 has contact with the 
survivor. 

7. at 1138 the follow on crews are briefed and as A-1s come in co:mission, 
they are assigned to crews. 

8. At 1150 SA.-.00 notified that Saki forces taking heavy ground fire and that 
"Ire in the area. At 1155 Jack reported that Sandy 1 was hit by a MIG and was 
RTAing with Jollya. At 1210 Jack reported candy 1 and 2 on the treetops heading 
for home and Jollys are not with them. 

9. At 1215 SARCO rechecked with Jack to make sure Disco is providing vectors 
for Sandy 1 and 2. At 121. 8 Maj Milner asked Jack to have Disco vector the 
Jollys and Sandy 5 and 4 to intercept Sandy 1 and 2 for a possible Safe. At 
1225 Jack reports that Sandy 1 was not hit by a MIG, whew what a relief. 

10. At 1228 King reports survivor on idil in vicinity of Yen Pia (survivor 
can see airfield). At 1245 Sandy 1 passed to King a SAM firing from site near 
Yen lila airfield and recommends that airfield, nearby reservoir, and SAM sites 
need to be destroyed before further Sr forces are sent into area. Reports heavy 
accurate trinj1e A from vicinity of reservoir. 
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11. At 1250 Jack sTfled all SHI: forers. At 1255 Sandy 1 reported that he did 
not get a good positien on the survivor. Calson flight was in area and has a 
possible position. 

12. 1355-Jack wants ingress, egress and holding for SI6T. Good old Joker wants 
to try a 1st light effort and wants to know what our plan of action will be. 
Joker wants to know what ordnance we need. Salle° inform° Joker that until he 
debriefs Sandy 1 no further plans will be formulated. SARCO advises against 1st 
light or further effort unless a fast FAC can get into the area and pinpoint 
survivor. Pending Candy Is recommendations no further plans. 

13. At 1400 jack called with the survivors pos-ible position from Calgon flight 
at VJ 97859928. This pints out 5 miles East of Yen Bia airfield and North of 
the 1?ed 'dyer. 

14. Sandy 1 debrief- No definite pcsition of survivor but good radio contact. 
Sandy 1 questioned survivor and recieved good answers. Sandy 1 reports the 
nearby areas to be heavily populated. The defenses encountered: SAMs at Yen 
Dia. mine within 1 click of the Jollys. Sandy 2 took a shot at a MI0. AAA 
was fired at Sandy I near the reservior. at 1430 Sandy I called Joker secure 
and debriefed him on all the information. Sandy 1 recommended destruction of 
Yen Pal airfield, reservoir dam and nci sites nearby. 

15. A 15en a Top Secret telephone call from Joker with all the items requested 
by Maj Milner. Ht 1640 Jack said Fast PACs having no luck talking with sur-
vivor. Survivors transmissions are garbled. 

16. Planning was accomplished by the 5andys and Jollys for the Salt effort on 
2 June 72. Launch times were planned and crews selected. Maj Milner finally 
got the ordnance request squared away, because Ubon c_dled and asked us what 
we really wanted on our Fast oninance. The 7th frag shop didn't give us what 
we wanted, byt Ubon knows enough to call us when they get a bad !rag. 

17. 2 June 1972. al crews briefed at 0500 local and launched on preplanned 
times. At 0925 local Jack reports Sandy 1 is departing holding point India for 
the survivors area. At 0930 local a Hi Test flight reported talking with the 
sirvivor and he is ok. They ha a visual on the survivor 10 miles east of Yen 
Bia airfield. 

18. At 0951 the Sandys have contact with the survivor. At 1021 Jack reports 
Sandy° have executed and are putting in the Fast strike air. 5ARCO requeets 
that MIG CAP remain in a.-ea. 

19, At 1055 Jack reports survivor on Jolly and SAH forces on w-y to Udorn. 

20. At 1300 local Sandys request to RTB Udorn because of low fuel state and 
possible hJitle damage to a Jolly. Request -ranted. 

21. Another successful Salt by °apt Ron Smith, Sandy 1, Capt Hoes Buchanan, 
Sandy 2, Maj Jim Harding, Sandy 3,  and Lt Col Pill Latham, Sandy 4. 

DONALD p. MILNER, Maj, USA 
3aRCO 	 ". 
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June N.3 a very sad month for the 1st SOS. Two aircraft 

were shot dewn and one pilot was lost. The Sandye participated 

in sixteen Silts during which 14 airmen were rescued. There 

were no acc_lents or incidents in June. 

On 17 j i Hobo 42/43 was striking near Kong Sedone when 

Hobo 42 (Ha: Encinas) was shot down by 23ms or 37ss fire. He 

was hit dur: ig a rocket pass and never pulled out. mad Zeke 

Encinas was leclared KIX three daye later. 

On 1 Jul Sandys 0102 (Capt Smith/II Herklotz) were on north 

crbit in sutsoxt of a linebacker mission when contact was ea— 

t dolished I.C -.11 Oyster 018. Oyster 0111 had been shot down on 10 

lay and was Located on a mountain near Ten Ma airfield in North 

Vietnam. S. Idys 01/02 immediately proceeded to the survivors 

area follow I by two Jolly Greens. Upon reaching the red river 

eld with Yen Bai in sight the Sandys began a search for Oyster 

C 'B. The G idys determined his position to be north of the red 

rver near . dam. They were forced to leave the area due to 

heavy zU.$, n Hig encounter, a SA-2 firing, and low fuel. Sandys 

01/02/03/04 'Capt Smitb/Capt Suchanap/Haj Harding/Lt Col Lathes) 

with two Jo • _y Greens returned the next morning and made a success-

f l pick-up 

On 5 Jun Sandys 05/C6 (Capt Throcksorton/it Scott) were scram,- 

bled from E- .n Hoa for Chico 64 (0-2). Chico 64 was down at 050/ 

67/73 in a r tgged area but bad weather prevented an tusediate 

pi ck-up. lc' mr several hours and one refueling, the Sandys 

%Rig+ 



1 & 2 June 72 

SUDJECT: Sandy 1 and 2 (SAR Oyster 01 13) 

1. At 08201L on 1 June Sandy 1 and 2 were launched for an 
orbit north of the Pill. A strike was planned in NVN with a 
time on target of 1000 to 1030ICL. At approximately 1020LCL 
Sandy 1 heard nisco calling an aircraft that had voice con-
tact with Oyster 01. Pecause of the distances involved Sandy 
1 and 2 and the Jollys oItained an approximate heading to the 
survivor and proceeded toward the area. 

2. King informed Sandy 1 that Oyster flight was not fragged 
but Oyster 01 had teen missing since In Nay 72. King passed 
me an authenticator question for Oyster 01 Bravo who was the 
only one talkihg on the survival radio. 

3. Disco passed Sandy 1 an approximate position for the sur-
vivor. His position was said to be in the mountains very 
close to Yen P,..1 Airfield. 

4. Sandy 1 & 2 proceeded directly to the area with the Jollys 
following. Sandy 1 contacted the survivor on guard just 
southeast of Yen E4ii. de correctly answered the authenticator 
question, and J.s directed to "Caltae channel by Sandy 1. 
After establishing contact on "Deltae Sandy 1 ask him for any 
prominent ground references in his area. He said that he was 
North east of a lake on the side of a mountain. At this 
point Sandy 1 sent Sandy 2 to rendevous with the Jollys and 
secure a holding point south of the river in the mountains. 

5. The 1-4 MW Cap h-d a SAM Launched at them from Yen Bad. 
which hit one aircraft forcing them to RTF. Within 10 minutes 
2 more F-415 were on scene. 

6. -t this point radio contact was lost with the survivor. 
No contact could be estallished on guard or 28220, Sandy 
2 advised Sandy 1 that a MIG 21 had made a sweep thru the 
formation of Jollys and was headed toward Sandy 1. The MIG 
exited the area without firing at the SAR force. 

7. Calgone 1e4 (F-4 lun Cap) stated that he heard Oyster 
Cl P and that he t.as north of the Red River. 

8. Sandy 1 crossed the river to try and pinpoint the sur-
vivors location. After trolling for about 1 min I re-
established communications with the survivor but he still did 
not hear me and my UHF/ADF was mop. I located a lake that 
fit  the survivors  description of his area about 8 miles north 
01 th red river. No „ivtund fire had hson observed f 
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villages although many-EZZ-Taen-crose at low altitude. 
As Sandy 1 headed further north to%urd the lake, AAA came 
up from the east corner of the dike. Sandy 1 evaded the 
AAA and tegan heading south toward the Jolly hnlding point. 

9. The Joilys were now lo on fuel and it NJ6 obvious that 
an ingress from the south Woe not possible ii the near future. 
Sandy 1 directed the Sit forces to LTP and requested Calgone 
flight try to find the survivors exi,ct location. 

10. The position passed by Calgone, although north of the 
Red riser, w'r south of the area S.-ady 1 thought he was located. 

11. The s,a forces 1.1-13 to ch89. 

2 June 1972  

1. Sandy 1 - Capt Ronald Smith 
Sandy 2 - Capt Ross Buchanan 
Sandy 3 - daj James H“rding 
Sandy 4 - It/Col Alliam Latham 

At 0745Lci. Sandys 1-4 launched to arrive in the SAR area at 
c93r. Yen Pal Airfield w...s to be hit at 0920 and we were to 
have continuous Nan Cap, Iron Pund, and a Fast smoke and AAA 
sup7.ression flight for S-ndy 1 to use as needed. 

2. Sandys 1-4 arrived at "India" point (about 25 miles south-
west of survivor) at 0915LCL. Jolly 30 and 60 were 10 minutes 
out. 

3. The Fast FAC requested to again confirm the survivors 
position aborted eo Sandy 1 and 2 had to cross the Red River 
and locate his position while :Dandy 3 and 4 escorted Jolly 30 
flight to "Zulu° point (just south of the Red River) 

4. As Sandy I and 2 aiproached the river we observed at least 
2 direct hitb on Yen Rai Airfield. Cousin flight (AAA suppres-
sidn) and paste flight (Smoke) were briefed by Sandy 1 as we 
crossed the river. Contact wab nude with th., survivor on guard 
at C930LCL as NO crossed the river southeast of Yen Pal. 

5. Sandy 1 and 2 went directly to the position plotted by 
Calgone lead, lut the survivor still could not hear or see 
us. Sundy Cl told the survivor that he was going to ask 
him a :uestion and for him to think it over lefore answer-
ing. Sandy Cl asked him "what is kAes?", the survivor said" 
a ilece to drink beer", Sandy 01 said" a place to drink what?", 
the survivor said "beer-beer", Sandy CI said "it looks like 
you are the guy we are lookihg for", the survivor said" you're 
damn right 1 4M". From then on there was no doubt in Sandy 
Cl and C2'8 minds that we had a valid, authentic survivor. 
Neither Sandy I or 2 had cn operational UHF/1DF_sV 3 

 searorat-266-t-o-.3e04)14gL-was_Legun. 
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6. After about _15-m4rest-esarching Sandy 1 and 2 were di-
rectly east of thp reservoir where AAA had fired the day be-
fore. The survivor stated that he could hear us and was on 
the next mountain to our north. He also stated that the min 
Cap wus directly over his head and was engaging the enemy. 
At least 2 AAA weapons from the e-stern corner of the resarvoir 
began firing at Sandy 1 and 2 forcing a turn southward. Sandy 
1 described the target to Cousin flight and without marking 
the target cleared them in. Cousin flight did an outstanding 
job on the dike, but on their last pass 2 more guns were ob-
served on a hill just east of the lake by Sandy 2. Sandy 1 
asked Cousin to try to get more ordnance thru King for the 
remaining guns. 

7. Sandy 1 now knew the survivors location and decided to in-
gress from the northwest using ridge lines for cover. I brief-
ed the survivor Frier tp crossing the river to the southwest 
that we would be coming from a different direction and to be 
ready with his radio, mirror, and flares. 

8. Sandy 1 and 2 rejoined with Jolly 30 flight and Sandy IN./. 
and headed north west in the hills southwest of the Red River. 
Sandy 1 and 2 were leading and trolling for ground fire fol-
lowed by Jolly 30 & 60 then Sandy 3 and 4 to roll in on any 
fire observed. Shout 15N11 northwest of Yen Dai the SAR forces 
crossed the Red River. From this point to the survivor (about 
20 minutes) ground fire was taken from almost every village 
No 8-4 flights could be raised by Sandy 1 on guard or 282.8 
so the primary SR force had to provide its own protection. 

9. at approximately 1o2OLCL the SA" forces reached the ridge 
line the survivor was on. Sandy 1 directed the Jollys and Sandy 3 and 4 to held on the northwest side of the mountain while 
Sandy 1 and 2 got an exact position on the survivor. as Sandy 
1 and 2 crested the ridge the survivor called on guard that 
we were flying over him and he hit Sandy 2 with 4 mirror flash. 
He was about half way down the south east slope. Sandy 2 
began vectoring Jolly 30 over the ridge and Sandy 1 told 
Oyeter 01 to "pope his smoke. 

10. Jolly 30 tried to use hts KU equipment but overshot the 
survivor. Sandy 1 told 30 to disregard his equipment and fol-
low Sandy 1 vectors. The Sandys dropped CBU-22 between the 
survivor and the AA4 positione to the southeast. At 1028LCL 
Oyster 01 "Bravoe was picked up. 

11. The egress was via approximately the sane route to the 
Red River. Tankd were sighted and a train destroyed during 
egress. A NIG was sighted by Sandy 3 but it did not attack 
the Safi forces. Small arms fire was again taken from the 
many Tillimgen and from  the train. 
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12. At 1C55L0L -Contact vas agoin m:vde with King who in-

formed Sandy 1 that Nig Cap w-s enroute and would be there 
in 10min. Disco .1,7,ain provided vectors for egress and King 

came into KVA to refuel the Jollys. 

13. All 5 P forces HTS to ch70 to check for 
damage and refuel. 

hyTh  

4. SMITH, Capt, U5F 
Sandy 1 

R. HILdiLOTL, 1st Lt, 
Sandy 2 

ist r% 
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1 Jun 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 3 and 4 (Oyster 0111) 

1. Sit in Sandy alert with Sandy Cl and 02 on north orbit we were 
scrumbled at 1055 for an F-4 downed by migs near Yen Bai in NVN. We took 
off and enruute le-rned that the contact was with cull sign which went down 
on 10 May 1972, 21 days earlier. 

2. Knowing that Sandy 01 and 02 mould be hurting for fuel, we proceeded al-
most direct avoiding Sam ring in the “Fishest mouth" by going directly over 
Ban Dan, no reaktion had ben reported from there lately and there was a 
broken cloud layer we were using for cover. 

3. North of Bdn Ban we began talking to Disco getting vector° (which agreed 
with our T and ) figures) and also talking to the SAR force which reportedly 
was tongling with Mig's and getting ehot up. Sc.ndy 01 was in the survivor's 
area trying for a pinpoint and Sandy 02 was with the Jolly Green a Mort 
distance away just south of the Red idver. It was Sandy 02's understanding thal 
01 had been hit by Mig's and was in a bad way. We're never heard so many 
people trying to talk on so many radios at the same time. Soon the Sar forces 
were re,orted Coming out at treetop level and contact with Sandy 01 had been 
lost. 

4. At this point we went to recite power and considered jettisoning the LAB-3 
pods to increase 4{9, but due to the postible fig encounters, kept them. 
We got another correction from Disco and kept pressing soon crossing the Black 
River. At this point Sandy 03 and 04 established radio contact with Sandy 010 
mho reported no ig encounters but did report extremely heavy RAA. 

5. We kept pressik: into the area unable to get vectors or position from 
Disco due to radio traffic. Our plan was to link up with the Jolly Green's 
and Sandy 02 to help them cle_ir the Nig threat before going on into the 
survivor's area. 

6. About 8 minutes before my rough estimated time of arrival at the Red 
Aver we came upon a broad valley and large river. Radios were still too 
jammed to verify position or vectors to the Jolly Green's so we agreed 
they were ehind us and turned 1PC.  degrees over the river. 

71 Shortly after turning we got woni from King that we were recalled and we 
advised them of our plan to escort the Jolly's allowing Sandy 02 to get 
together and RTB, due to their low fuel state. King assisted in cow-
munic-tions with the Jolly's and Sandy 02. Another 10 minutes and we got 
visual contact, rejoined and released Sandy 01 and 02 to RTE. 

8. Our own RTF and Jr. escort home was normal. 

L. SMITH, 1Lt, 1:5AF 	 R. BROAN III, 1Lt, USAF 
Sandy 3 	 5undy 4 



DI,TE TIM.: GROUP: 0310002 jun 72 

FEZ:: CINCPAC:Ai 

TO: 13AF/CC 
40 ARRSQ 

U-NCI.AS E 2 T 0/CC 
RIF: FESCUE v 7SS -ON 3-3-047 1 Jun 72 
7.7.Z XTSSION DETAILS AND PART:CT-13Y THE CF =Y::::0 RESULTS OF THE 
SUG:F.SSIUL aEcovz7,y OF CAPT ROGER C. LOCHER ON 32 JU:CE IS NOTED 
hr"":" v'27REZ r712 . , T7:7C  V7SC" TS L'D"1^ -"E 	̂trE :1470 - .Ec,T 
STA2•DARDS 02 PROFESSIONALISM, COOPERATION AND DEDICATION TO DUTY 
DIO/LAYED BY RECOVERY FORGES DURING EACH Jj E 1JE=Y AC R MISSION 
ALL CCNCE?XED ARE CC:2=:DED FOR flEIR EifORTS 

THIS EXTR-MELY HAZARDOUS AND DIFFICULT Mia..ION, 
ESIACLY D'Es:avliz OF HIGHEST Pia,: ARE IHE aza.as, AL:ans 
WHS,. PEREERVEPI.ACE U"Dfl THE vOST H:=RDOUS CONDITIONS WAS 
azspc:cs=1. 	1173 SUCCESS7T- azcoca, 02:2T 	 :0 
PLRSONNALLY CONGRATU1= FOR HIS 01:17.TSDDL EFFORTS IN EVADING 
CAPTURE. ?LEASE ccv7::: MY PER.:.MAL t..taNGRATIZATIONS TO ALT 70R -
ANOTE22 "CE W7LL DONE. 
3T 
#2582 



CA"' TI't GROUP: 0413200Z 

FRCM: 7AF TAN ON iLITT2 

TO: 40 ARR.SQ 

3NCLAS/CG 
:OR 't3TAIN STOVALL AND Ct...7Try 

Tit 70ThLWING :CSSAGE RECEIVLU ?ROM SECRETARY OF "El 
ADR IFSRCE IS ESTRANZMITTZD: GUSTS 
FOR GENERAL VOGT :ROM SDCFETARY S-21.14:4S 
?1271-37, 00,c7ZY 	 SONGPATNETATI:NS TO TED: SEATACH AND RESCUE 

, 	-f-"Ca..4" ' TO CARTA:R.DLL Srar..̂ .. r  2: 	:::c pnn  
Ton. 2:1-E.La si.R.OsSs.FLFL REA:GCS OF CAPTAI.; RCCER LOCI-ZR NEAR flV 

NVN, SUCH ACTIONS 7.CY31,=. TI-17  ilIOHRST TRADITIONS OF THE USAF 
DNSUCTII, ONCE AGAIN, ACCEPT IC PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU. 

W. VCGT, 	 USAF 
3T 
4:9822 



DATE TIME GROUP: 040615Z, 

FROM: 3A3R0P 

TO: AD ARRS/CC 

UNCLAS/00 
EJ722GT: OYSTER 01 P.3.4i0 
1. I WISH TO F..:=D MY LARTILST 	 ALL THOLE 

1.2.OPAHTICIPATED IN THE FECOVERY 	CAPTAIN :KG:EXC. LOCHER, HIS 
DETE.UFENATION, BRAVERY AND FAITH IN RESOLE 1..rAS REWARD= WITH A 
ascovzay THAT STIRRED THE 72. 1.AGINAT.ION OF EVERYONE. ThZ OUTSTANDING 
PROFESSIONALISM DISPLAYED IN THE ?..,UX\TINC, COORDINATION, aND EXECUTION 
OP 7' 75 M'ScON WAS TRUELY 
2. TO THE MEN Or THE KING szazs, YOUR COOP=ATION, DDLTE 
TCSPONSE AND KNOW-HOW CONTRIBUTED EL-ELS:MAPLE TO THE. SUCCESS 

40.1 THIS MISSION. 5:TERLATIVES CONNOT FULLY DESrPI3v HON 'CL 
J DID YOUR JOB. MY GRATEFUL THANKS. 

3. TO l'HE >124 OF 1HE SiYS, YOUR'S:AVERY IN Th.7.. F'ACE OF CIFER 1JTEIMING 
OsS BOAF.DERS ON HZROISH, cu Li: 	 DIVOTIC: AND :=PEPIONESS HAS ONCE 
AGAIN FIAX:D :CUE HIGH STANDING p: THE HEARTS OF THOSE YOU PROTECT. 
A. TO T.LE :CEN OF THE PAS"' ^.10VEriS, YOUR GA:L.U4TRY 7  CONCEPX AUS WI:LINE:TESS 
TO PARTICIPAT nAvz RESCUE THE TLC ;Ni '2:L. DIVERSION THEY NEED TO DO THEM 
J03, I '41- TT T.WYStOLD YOU na; TFE HICIEST 2,STEEM. 
5. TO zHz MAINTL:vANCE n:;N )  XHO T.MKED T:42: LO.EG 	 GAVE PESCUE 
?HZ ;COLS IT NEEDED TO DO THE JOB. WOEDS CANNOT DESCH= fit:. RES 7'7CT 
AND ADMIRATION I FEEL FOR ALL OF YOU. 
6. TO THE SUPPORT PERSONEEL, WITHOUT WHOSE ASSISTAU:CF FESCUE ccuLz 
NOT HAVE PENETRATED O DEEPLY INTO THE' 3ACKYAR.: OF TEL ENXEY AND 
succzssruay a.czn AGAENTST TI:. YOUR EFFCR‘S WILL ' 10" BE 20FOOTTEN. 
7. TO THE ZZX: OF rtHE JOLLY GRE.E.,S, YOUR EXTPAO•DINARY EXPLOITS 
REFLECT THE VALOR, PROirSS tvn sozzaLivrrrE COnAGZ IN FULFILLILG 
HOUR HIGIEST PURPOSE THE RESCUE OF A HUMAN LIFE, YOU .L2 
CEASE. TO ASTONISH NE BY YOUR.OAPI3ILITY AND I STAND SECOND ONLY 
TO CAPTAIN LOCHER IN MY REGARD FOR YOU. 
8. SO )  AGAIN LLT 142 ADD XY. PRAISES TO T.F.: MANY YOU WILL REr'rIVE, 
MY HAT IS OFF TO ALL OF YOU FOR A YAGNIFICENT 103. 
-T E. 
#2159 



(Cy.- I believe that it is a definite morale factor 
that every person that flew over here felt that if he 
was to go down that there was some chance he would be 
rescued. However, I feel also that there was a tendency 
on the part of the aircrews to expect that they must 
be rescued above the requirements of the battle situa-
tion at any one time and as airmen or soldiers or 
sailors we should expect that there are times when 
as one person we must be sacrificed for the overall. 

(42_,Part of this controversy suggested that survivors must accept 

additional burdens during extended SAR missions. Maximum use of BE pro-

cedures was a must. Downed crewmembers could not expect to be rescued in 

a short period of time if they were in a hostile environment. They would 
116 

have to employ the techniques taught in survival school. 

(U) Oyster 01.  Flying an F-4 (call sign Oyster 01) on 10 May 1972, 

Major Robert A. Lodge and Captain Robert C. Locher shot down their third 

MIG. Shortly thereafter, they were shot down by another MIG approximately 

40 miles west of Hanoi. Although the pilot, Major Lodge, was never recovered, 

Captain Locher, the weapons system operator, was rescued after 23 days of 

E&E in North Vietnam. During the E&E, Captain Locher subsisted on fruits, 

117 
nuts, berries, and an ample supply of water. Captain Locher stated: 

(U) One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It didn't 
have any bananas on it, but remembered I could get 
water out of it. Just before evening I stuck a hole 
in it and got myself three pints of good banana water. 

He was also able to obtain various vegetables by raiding native gardens. 

Captain Locher continually changed his position in search of cover, food, 

and water. He moved a total of 15 miles, but he was unable to make contact 

with any U.S. aircraft. On 1 June, Captain Locher heard U.S. airplanes 

conducting bombing missions. He knew that when the bombing ended, the 

40 

eseiteiss, igagaisolos 



. 	• 

planes would egress the target area, and he might be able to contact them. 

He successfully made radio contact, and a search and rescue operation was 

initiated. However, the first SAR attempt was driven off by MIGs. 

(0) The next day a SARTF consisting of Jolly Greens from the 40th 

ARRSq, HC-130 King aircraft, and A-1 Sandys from the 56th SOW, covered 

by F-4 Phantoms and F-105 Thunderchiefs, began the second SAP attempt. 

Heavy ground fire was encountered on the way to and from the rescue area 

which was located deep within the NVN heartland. With the Jolly Greens 

orbiting, the Sandys made several passes over the area. They then led 

a Jolly Green commanded by Captain Dale E. Stovall to a position over 

Captain Locher. Automatic weapon fire erupted from a nearby building, 

but was silenced by the miniguns on the Jolly Green. The flight engineer 

lowered the jungle penetrator and Captain Locher climbed on. Captain 

Locher stated, "It sure is a good feeling to get that penetrator, strap 
118 

it on, give them a thunbs-up and hang on.' 	Captain Locher was brought 

on board and the helicopter began the long trip home. 

(U) During the return trip, the task force encountered enemy fire 

from villages, trucks, and a train. One A-1 Sandy from the 1st Special 

Operations Squadron (SOS) of the 56th SOW, attacked the train using bombs, 
119 

20mm cannons, and rockets. The pilot stated that: 

(0) There was a pretty good gunner firing tracers up 
on either side of me as I went in. I finally put two 
rockets into the engine and the steam shot up about 
300 feet. 	It was a beautiful sight. 

Other Sandys made passes along the train and left all of the cars burning 

or destroyed. 
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pet 4, 3kftaGp ?-fietorIcai .nput'pr - 30 Jun 72 

.4usrndlx II 

SAILS in which Det 4 has partIcipatsi 

MISSION 	 DATE 	 SAVIO .  

SPMTRE 2.: 	 1 Apr 	 15 Dint 
HAT 21 	 2 Apr 	 1 combat,  
BLUE GHOST 39 - 

• SLUE GHOST 28 	
2 Aprr 
2 Apr 	 2 cadrit,  

ast • PAVE MAIL 34 	 3 Apr 	 1  
VAMPIRE  46 	 4 Apr 	 1 upoweambat 
JOLLY GRIN 67 	 h Apr 
COVET 2e2 	 7 Apr 	 - 	•: 	. 

M BENGAL 502 	 9 Apr 	 1 /C  
MUSEET 01 	 9 AFT 	 2 comtat 
COSMIC 16 	 20 Apr 	 1 mem 
yarn; 50 	 22 Apr 	 1 oodaat 
SCOMPLAM 115 	 29 Apr 	 - 
GOACHIAUJI 22 	 29 Apr 
RED HARI 6 	

At1pal 	
bat 

	

y. 	

4 cast 
4 com 

=AG 04  
OOPEIR 01 	 11 May 
BOWLEG 02 	 20 May 	 1 melt 

\ OWL 14 	 23 May 
=tat: OYSTER 01 	 1 Jun 	 1 

- 
LOVER 03 	 1 Jun 	 2 combat  
LITAOT 	 13 Jun 	 . 
eathay airlines contair 880 15 Jun - ,.. 	.:, 
SPECTRE 11 	 18 Jun  3 

18 Jun 	
imiket- • 

MOHO 42 	' 
SAW 7 	 20 Jun 	 1 famtok 
CCM 102 	 20 Jun 

21 Jun 	
1 Ova 

MOM 03 
SALTER 04 	 24 Jun 
CHAPPAILAWA SKY  
CRAPPAKAWA MOM 	

24 dun 	 1 
1 = 24 Jun 

LUC 03 
LAREDO 17 	

24 Jun 
25 Jun 	 . 

00131 01 	 27 Jun 	 . 
TIDY 04 
TALENT 03 	

27 Jun 
27 Jun 	 1 oast. 

74LEMT 04  nal 
CCM 27 	

27 Jun 	 1  
30 Jun 	 I gest 



40th AiI1Sq Histcry 	1 •April 	3:1 Juns 1972 

APPREDIS 

Combat Sawa 

NUMBRR 	 MU rpm 	 DAT! 

26 

MIMION 

1 55 Gaut Hartin J. Jaccbs 9 Am 72 Musket 01 

156 Capt 'gill Jen m. smelts 9 Apr 72 Musket Cl 

1 57 Maj Clyde ad.t.la 13 Apr 72 Bengal 	5:15 

158 1 Lt ;1-reet S. Clark 23 Apr 72 Cosmic 16 

159 1 Lt John D. Markle 20 May 72 Bowleg 02 

160 CgAt Roger C. Locher 2 Jun 72 Oyster 01 

161 Cmdr Janes Davis 21 Jun 72 Nickel 102 

162 Ma j Inbert Hiller 27 Jun 72 Valant 03 

163 33gt Charles D. McGrath 27 Jun 72 Jolly Green 73 

164 Capt LynA A Min= 27 Jun 72 Valent 04 

Non Ccnbat Saves 

1 89 Unknown 13 Air 72 3-3-032 

190 Lt Narny 8 Jun 72 B-3-52 

Medical Rvacuatims 

25 Unknown 2 Apr 72 R-3-o26 
26 Coaknorn 23 May 72 13-3-042  

27 Unman 24 May 72 3-3-043 

28 Unlmow n 4 Jun 72  3-3-050 



•c: 	"Robert. LaPointe', rlapolnte 
From: "I:on Goodiett", INTERNET:dgoodletc 	ighway.net  
DaLe: 2/17/99, 	7:20 PM 
Re: 	Cyst.er 018 SAP 

Sender: dgoodletyberhigh ,,vay.net  
Received: from popl.cyberhichy.r.et 	 berhigh ,0,,ay.ner 1209.16110.351) 

by hil-img-5.compuserve.com 	 .6/2.15H WILL SMTP id KAA14077 
for <riapotnteccmpuserve.com >; Wed, 17 Feb 1999 23:20:22 -0500 (EST) 

Receives: iqmall 26033 invoked from network H 17 Feb 1999 21:17:14 -0700 
Received: from ts19-42.hoi.cyberhighway.net  (MELO ngooa) (2C9.161.10H121: 
by pop1.cyberhighway.net  with SMTP; 17 Feb 1999 21:17:14 0700 

Message-ID. <002 7 01be5af4$62•a6ba0$b50aaidlin900d> 
From: "Don Goodlett” cdgoodlet@cyherhinhway.net  
To: "Robert. LaPolnLe" crIapontecoicpue rve 
Subject: Oyster 01B SAR 
Date: Wed, 17 Feb 1999 21:09:44 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; 

boundary=" 	-_NextPart_000_0022_01BE5AB9.D9792F40" 
X-Priority. 3 
7,-MSMail-Pricrity: Normal 
X-Maner: Microsoft Outlook Express 4.72.3110.: 
X-MlmeOLE: Produced by Microsoft Mime= ;R.72.3110.3 

Bob: 
Both crews got Silver Stars. TLL s was first use of ELF location system. Male Stovall v. 

Don 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

TO 

DONALD H. GOODLETT I  JR. 

Staff Sergeant Donald H Goodlett $  Jr. distinguished himself by gallantry in 
connection with military operations against an opposing armed force in South-
east Asia on 2 June 1972. On that date, Sergeant Goodlett $  a Pararescue 
Recovery Technician on an HH-53C rescue helicopter, voluntarily penetrated 
deep into an extremely hostile and heavily defended area of North Vietnam 
to assist in the recovery of a downed American airman. At great risk to his 
own life, he willingly exposed himself to hostile ground forces while manning 
his minigun position. Sergeant Goodlett's superior skill in suppressing the 
grovndfire being directed at his vulnerable aircraft was instrumental in the 
successful completion of this hazardous rescue. By his gallantry and devotion 
to duty Sergeant Goodlett has reflected great credit upon himself and the 
United States Air Force, 



MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND NOMINEE 

FOR 

THE KITTY HAWK MEMORIAL AWARD 

CAPTAIN DALE E. STOVALL 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA  

Captain Dale E FrfaVall is a 29-year old native of Toppenlsh, Washington. He 

gra:Parted ard. received his commission from the United States Air Force Academy 
in 1057. While at the Academy, Captain Stovall served on the Cadet Group staff and 
made the Superintendent's list for academic and military excellence. He was a 3-year 

Lettermen in track, qualifying for the 1966 All-American Indoor Track Team. 

Upon completion of pilot training in 1068, Captain Stovall flew the C-141 StarlIfter 
for the Military Airlift Command. In 1970, he transitIoned to the HH-53C "'hoer 
Jolly Green Gine" helicopter and was assigned to Patrick AFB, Florida, where he 
flew on the Launch Site Recovery Team for Apollo 14 and Apollo 15 apace flights. 
In January of 1972, Captain Stovall was assigned to the 40th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron, Nekton Phanom AFB, Thailand. as a Rescue helicopter pilot. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

Csieain Dale Stovall compiled one of the finest combat records in Southeast Asia 
as en aircraft commander of an HH-53C "Super Jolly Green Giant" Rescue helicopter. 
His decorationa include the Air Force Cross (the nation's second highest decoreiath 
two Silver Stars, and two Distinguished Flying Crosses. He made 12 combat saves 
of dewnd airarevrinen daring Ms year tour. one of the highest individual saves totaled 
by cite allot. Captain Stovall flew on IS actual combat rescue missions, including 
five leo North Vietnam, and led two of the deepest penetrations into North Vietnam, 
north of Kati, ever attempted by a rescue crew. Two missions in particular, for 
whih he to traardcd the Air Force Croce and the Silver Star, highlight the bravery 
and determination of Captain Stovall in rescuing &wird airmen from certain capture 
or death. 

Oa the first of June 1972, Captain Stovall was (lying the lead helicopter on a 
precr---tionary remotes orbit in nottharn Laos when he received word that an 
Americen airman, Captain Rater lecher had radioed from deep in North Viettiatt 
tInt he had been on the grand nine the tenth of May, 22 days before, when he 
Iran clot down by a MIG aircreft Although the rescue force felt that it was a 

ay to lure the slow moving helicopters Into a trap, they elected to proceed into 
North Vienam. After flyieg 110 miles leo North Vietnam, the rescue fines of 
two laellooTters and two A-1H Szty aircraft ',topped at the edge of the fatted 



lied River, Just eight miles from North Vietnam's Yen Rai Airfield that based 
over 70 Af/Gs. At that time, the enemy reacted with numerous surface-to-air 
marmites (SAMs), antiaircraft and small arms fire. Localise of the enemy 
reaction and confusing directions given by Captain Locher, the rescue force 
was %rumble to locate Captain Locher. During 45 minutes of searching, the two 
"Jolly Green Giant" helicopters were twice attacked by a MIG-21 jet fighter, 
but the rescue force only terminated the search efforts when they had reached 
critically low fuel level. 

The following day, Captain Stovall lead an all-volunteer mission back into 
North Vietnam on a second attempt. Thie time the rescue force of two "Jolly 
Green Mont" helicopters and four A-111 Sky Raiders was supported by dozens 
of other aircraft. After reaching the Red River Valley, the rescue force agnin 
was subjected to violent enemy reaction, but after locating the downed airman, 
they elected to continue and press deeper into North Vietnam across the Red 
lifter Valley. This placed the NIG airfield between themselves and safety. 
The reacts force had proceeded 130 miles into North Vietnam, just 90 miles 
north of lianoL Just prior to crossing the Red River Valley, the rescue force 
teemed that their figMer protection against MIG aircraft had to leave because 
of 1 c-7 feel At this point, Captain Stovall, the aircraft commander in the 
f.ollocipter that wr.s to attempt the pick up, had the choice to continue or turn 
heck. He Inarr.edLately radioed that he would not turn back without the survivor. 

Aithomt the rosette force was still suspicious that they might be entering 
an nanny trey, Captain Stovall faced the task of hovering the big helicopter 
perfectly still while the downed airman was hoisted aboard. After spotting 
Conirt Locher's signal smoke. Captain Stovall expertly flew his helicopter 
lute z hover over the simvivor, as he had previously done for nine other downed 
airmen in tortile anus. A stream of rifle fire emoted from a nearby village 
tocord the zictletio helicopter. Captain Stovall continued to hold his hover 
end give directions to the A-1F1 Sky Raiders to strike the enemy gun positions 
trlafte hie own helicopter crewmen returned tha fire. 

Following the successful pick up, a MTG-17 Jet flatter attacked the rescue 
force as they wero cronieg the Red River Valley. They were able to evade It 
az 'roll as the eMizireraft gang that were directed at the low flying rescue force. 
Aft-or 9 beers =4 45 minutes in North Vietnam, Captain Stovall and his force 
rcitehed the relative safety of northern Laos, completing one of the epic rescues 
of the Vietnam conflict. Captain Rodger Locher had ended capture for 23 days, 
r_ud his recces was the second deepest penetration Into North Vietnam by a 
nano bslicopter. 
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1972 (=ant) 

I May 72 	Evacuation of Quang Tri. The 3d ARR Group evacuated 132 persons 

from the citadel in the besieged city of Quang Tri to Da Nang, 

Vietnam. Five EH-53s of the 37th ARR Squadron were used for this 

miss ion. No one was injured, despite the nearby presence of 

enemy forces. Staff Sergeant Robert L. LaPointe, a pararescue-

man in the first HH-53, silenced enemy snipers with a mini-gun. 

When the plane landed, Sergeant LaPointe organized the evacuees 

and maintained ground control until the second HH-53 departed. 

11 May 72 	General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, directed that the 

mission of ARRS be primarily oriented toward combat rescue 

operations. 

1 Jun- 
2 Jun 72 

The 3d APR Group, augmented by A-ls and other forces, rescued 

Captain Roger C. Locher, who had lost his F-4 over North Vietnam 

on 10 May and had evaded capture for 23 days. Captain Dale E. 

Stovall, 40th ARR Squadron, and his HH-53 crew successfully 

evacuated Captain Locher on 2 June. New electronic locator 

finder ;ELF) equipment aided in the success of this operation. 

27 Jun 72 	Captain Stovall, 40th ARR Squadron, again flew deep into North 

Vietnam to rescue two downed airmen. After another HH-53 was 

forced to withdraw from the rescue site due to enemy fire, 

Captain Stovall's crew descended and retrieved the two survivors. 

The second HH-53 received more than 16 hits during the engage-

ment, and several personnel aboard both HH-53s were wounded. 

Later, Captain Dale E. Stovall and Staff Sergeant Charles D. 

McGrath (pararescueman) were awarded the Air Force Cross. 

6 Oct 72 	General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, ordered a sizeable 

reduction in the number of ARRS local base rescue elements and 

detachments during Fiscal Year 1973. 

Oct- 	The 71st ARR Squadron joined with elements of other agencies in 
Nov 72 	the search for House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, Congressman Nick 

Begich, and two other men, who disappeared in Alaska during a 

flight between Anchorage and Juneau. Despite a 40-day search, 

no trace was found. 

2 Dec- 	Three HC-130s and two HH-3s from the 31st ARA Squadron hoisted 
3 Dec 72 	29 Philippine sailors and one pet orangutan from lifeboats after 

their logging ship, the 3,z+, Martin, sank about 500 miles east 

northeast from the Island of Luzon. Twenty-nine plus saves. 

21 Dec 72 	The 40th ARR Squadron performed its first night combat recovery 

in Southeast Asia by an HH-53 usiric a new Night Recovery system. 



CO NOf DESTR .OY 
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No 	  
.0a. 60 (laza) 

I'‘ecauo 	recovery of Oyster 01  Bravo,  Cant Boger C. Lochar, USAF, 
• Shot  do-..;n on 10  it-ay 1972, 10 ZiM oast of Yea Bai Airfield, North Vietnnra. 
nr;covorod lrf Jolly Groan  30 on. 2.  Julio 1972. • 

Xinga 21, 22 and 27; Samilys 1 through 4 (both days); 
101/y Graea'•3. 

, 	 inis is tho mission namitive on the two day SAR for 
01. Ls aircraft co=ndor for Jolly Groca 53 and Jolly Croon 30, I was 

both days. Wo launchcd at 080:ir, for our orbit point in North Central 
3 in support of Linebacker Mission. lihilo at our orbit point we overhoard 

traffic that a beeps: and VOiC3 contact b.i boen established with a downed 
:.1.crol: member. I was low bird in. Jolly  Green. 57 wad Jolly Green 30 was high 

Ve imoddati-dy proccodod toward the general arsa of the survivor as passed 
to us. by Ning (1:0-1301)). We ucro following the Sandy:: (AlEs) but fell behind 
bc.:.-aucto Of their higher air spcod. The navigation from our orbit point until 
2 .2.; 	the Black Bivor in NVN wee vory diffioul".. The terrain was all very 

and all tho meuataino woro the same hoight. A3 we approachod the Black rol7or wo woro able to locato our poeition. At this time we began to pass over vi.11cg,,s but did not :cc any grauad Lire. ' Wo climbed to 7000' Ma to get over 
• 7uss botweon. two 9000 1 + mountainz and. fouad. aur way blocked by clouds on the 
tc.7.7s. and in the saddle of the mountaine,  We detoured to th3 south and at this 
tire JG 30, whick had the E.1.2 gear on. board, picked up the survivor and Sandy 01 
• 7uard. Using the LrIF oqu4mont we wore able, with directions from JG 30 ..- 
• vigo.tc to a low ridge lino about four maca from the iled. :liver. At the 
bot1;an of this ridge 114.1 a villago and. every valley we crossed both days 
pe:ulated 

 
an moll as isaa* of the hill cidea.. a We woro ho1y-1111g  for about two 

minutits whom Sandy I, who had beon 	constant .-.,orltaet. with 17.3 1  sighted:-  a 
SA11. that .was fiod. hit. a. -4  ia Cap flying 'overhead. Sandy 01 aalla& . 

 out that ; , a  .4. 	onLa 	c 	tand. weiv coaling down., but the F=44ilo 
vr-.10arrettX07-6. 	 4 	a ..traf.  

• ,  „c.; 	- 	7:1411: 	 7to.;...tha flat ./An4.1 aro' 	 , 
_ 

• ciiti1tal-Eriretor' .01;"= 30-  at 
tratIrttoz'tho itia-i-irer.:-''ZI;130 did' got a gbar lock- 

toll_ au 30 to.-  take --ove' r_-..!tho /ow position an ha, mould have the only (thence to10. 
iLnd the survivor.:if -zede an atteMpt an thi'Eandys were drawing heavy AAA.. 
J-,Ist id we mare algiitd: load a MM-21 =ado a_ high speed pass on 'as. lib mado ' 
- pace on jG 30 but for zome reason. did not fii. Sandy 02 called_ 
Lh-,5 1,a: out and gave us some time to start a break. I" broke down and rolled 
out at 100' AGL over the village and flow ttp a dalay across the valley from the 

•. 	• 

- 	 • • 

. 	• . 	• 
--* 	• 

L: 	: 

:i2 	ICiZ: 
M N't era ek f1i6 ■ Uk 

Jolly Orcon 30 (Low) and Jor..y 



waz croazing tho valloy / oca; tho 34.I0 flyinT alloy fram ma 
tha 	up the 7alloy abaut 500: XL. I callad JO 30 to eco if ho ;ma 

aaa: aaid I would jOia hta a.: that the L;andys cou2.d give us better cover. He 
had rauained ca tho northern cido of the valley. Saady 01 had rata:mad to otm• 
acaitioa =ad was callirg .ror =arc 141G Cap. Aboa:!- two minutes aftor we had 
=joined, the 1,1:1.1 or another NIG again made a pass on us. JO 30 which was 
holding about 300 yards to the NW of my poaiticat waz again t^e target but 
although the 1-2G got into his 6 0-'010cl:a  the •I1 did not fire. At this point 
we were all, tho Sandys and Tollys, low on fuol and had not been able to sight 

==71X0V. La bean to oxit tho arca. Our holding point was about 7 NA SE 
cr "faa Lai Airfiald, :111.Z. Although, we did not zoo any ground fire, we were 
tf-.:bably taking aaall araz fire from the villacae but our proocoupation with 
• :^aG probably cauaod us to mica it. ....:ccauze of thc survivorlo apparent 
• =53 1  tho Sandya and mysal!: thought it might be a trap and Vaat the curviver 
Lad been forced into callirg the sla forces. I did not quit believing it was 
a true until Oyster 01 got on the penotrator the aext day. King 27 not the 
Jollya in the northern part of Laos at 102. on the 034 radial of Ch 119, at this 
tiaa both Jollys had reached a critical fuel state and both aircraft had low fuel 
caution lights. rralle air refueling with Zing 27 8  we flew to the west and ended 
ap r.bout a NA from the uChineso Peadp to the NU cf Luang Prabang, Laos. I do not 
t :tak the King birds have enough intelligence informatioa on tha gun position in 
the Barrel Roll .rca as to was going to take us ever the gun position near Luang 
2ang but was afraid to thy- toward Lima 16 (Van g Vieng) which was our normal 

ikt.rcsaiag =lat. Anyway, we had difficulty locating our position in the weather, 
Vora were many thunderstorms and buildups la the area. After we were able to 
t.:ne in Cli 119 123 had no further difficulty in returning to NKP. The first da,y 
we landed at 15352...at tra after JO 30 had made an emergency landing 7 Mal of 
.L.2 duo to an engine problam. Aft= considerable discussion of the threats 
iavolved, the Covirtrfler decided to continue with the SAR attaupt on a voluntarily 
baaiz. That night we did, emteasive flight planning with the Sandy pilots. The 
crawa and aircraft were ahaapod for the second day. Only myself and the Flight 
Z:Aginocr it2 4-led from thofirst day's crow of JG 57. That night with aiscuatam' 
effort from the 40th'AnitSq. Maiatenanco, JG 30 waa repaired in the field in which„,-.2 
It had laadod,- flown back to LIKP. and was ready fcr my arew the next morning at aa 
053.  d 111 	az* iLohanged. 	 to make the ELFiiruipment avai2.abae- 	; 
t4Z

;;,.„--‘ 
aa  • • :aii•11431:riiii_abO're-:;O tp9Ar wing-  riaaa:IG ,53,- 'L. had tcai wait .f o4 

• .4 •..1%,-  r • 	 aditaLeSittind; *-,esch,  &Lied flight plan to real 	•31 
: !! 	etit-Paka .  <tile 35-Iiimit,747  .1-  • 

• •  .40,9 	 CYWO=.. 	 Ala  "CnOw SCMC .excellont navigation -ina oit 
cuts- 	- "F  • •ft copd_lot. - Tbeb4r did he - priplan our flight Path tei- maii 4°  

- 	-- 

;- 

for Ici:it7.14mer" - Ilet was able to pia,Point our poaition all day long using visual ' - 
slap teadings frai' low altitude and:doad reckoning as oar doppler was inoperativo. 
JG 57- whn bad launele4  with JG 60 follolied,uz to the aormal }leading point for the 
Lincbaeker orbit aad acted az bac:kap. Zing 21 refuelad all three Jollys north 
ef tha 1-1:J. The Saadys had taker. orf aft= tha Jo12 --e and had flo=m ths. more . 
direct routa - to tha east ofthe PDJ. Duo to tha Iow clouds ia aorthern Laos, 

" 



ea al-oozed the Black :Liver on the am:thorn cdgo of the 9000+ mountain range. 
_ thio tires I eres fairlyf -aeiliar with the rout° and y copilot'a excollent 
:eerie:ea= ona•ed mc to caay at low altitude oo that tho W. eCal radar would 
.a.ot pia'a up the Jollp. Le wore couth of the holding point (Tedia) in the 
eaettains but I had an excollent ELF location both the survivor and'Saadi 01, 

• ao I ca.11ed Sandy 03 ec 04 and told then I would join up with them at tho final 
holding point (Zulu) at 0945L. The point r chose to hold at was the game 
one I had used tha day before and was about 3 NM oast of the pith:Iliad holding • 

dccided. toe use it because of the *clouds that wore laying on the _ridge 
to give, les cover ir attackod by V.IGo. With the clouds on the ridge 2jjr  r 	• 
could slow up to 20 ICTS 1Ve pop abovo the rides to got an ELF pooition on tho 
ceeeleivor. The eareerivor was on a 	15 !LI freaa ray position ar.d.' directly in 
lino of sight fazing ma; therefore, I had a very stroar!, ELF sieaal. From this 

thought the a-are-Ivor woo only eight reilos away just across the Red. River on a 
r_rea1.1 hill. I cannot coy enoueh about Sandy 01, C - pt Ron Smith, without him 
the sAlt effort would havo not boon craccescful. Sandy 01 and 02 wore tnkire 
V017 heavy and accurate Ata fire fro= a. don directly between ref position and the 
ea.rvivor. Sandy 01 caLlcd..a F-4 striko that 1=ckod out most of the guns and_ •' 
1--'1744  a large fire burnireZ all the tine we were. in the area. -  I wanted to make a 
low level high =03 run in across the flat law: along the Red River but Sandy 
Cl loeated the -zuereivor at 0955L ar_d advised me that it was 15 at to the 
survivor'a noattion of 21522 10506:: and. I would not be able to get past the 
gan positions. Sandy 01 than directed a move to point Oscar, a holding point 
to the n.ort?....woot of Yen Bai t  north of the Red River. With Sandy 01 and. 02 in 
front and Sandy 03 and 04 behind., JG 30 and 60 proceded very low level through 
to hills next to Yon Eat to tho crossing poiaz. it one point wore were about 
fo= miles from Yen. Ba.i airfiold but Sandy 01 had seen a strike hit the field . 

 c:arlier in the day... Itat have been good as we only saw one MIG that day. 
;Seat before we croacod the Rod Rive.r 10 ra northwost of Yon Ba.i we too1c rim 
from the area. of a. parked rani:tory -  truck. Before we crossed the Red River, _ 
Laaely 01 called the Mra Cap on guard and the 	Car: freauen.cy but was unable 
to raise anyone.. it this tire) in.g 21. inforzaad us that we dida' t have a. KIG 
Cap az thoy-  wore on. the tankero. It Was not tneil wo had picked up the - ; ee• • 
eurvivor and were,  back acrosar,tha Roct,Rivor that a ICU Cap arrived_ in._the..Areaea 

there was . a - M.Ze. -Cap in thiaiarea, weal:fore uaaalo to raise then on any -
frequoncy-- . :Proi*tho Rod Rivcto theestiniivor -  wad back-  Vioth...rollya.;to • e4e.e 
.ground fii rrc.1=o .st, 'civo.T:•,j-- ri.U...",:ip,-7.-.becauatir .  JO 60 
-30,'ZG 60 icc6 	i 	 •  .-Lvt mozt .of' . tho 	 the 
tho. AP•or... Jri: 3C dirccted.curacisa a ee., a • 	tire:  Ca 

-at eit'zc.;±. 	 ric:i 	50t ta,- 500 Ar.IL. to atare.%,lait the 
cf. Clo 	 MIGs 	 tha JollYs'e 

• ,1 	 ,•• 
• • 

the  - ?,...e..a.lye.7raelewli -rro-,  woi.o . 	 abovo us,  ctcposed.  to both tb.e SAM ar-d • 
threat. `7,ELT-Wilic.ro& tho-  ridge that the uiriorvas on, Sandy 01 went 

ahead and re-established contact- with. the survivor. •Because the survivor - was 
eels on the opposite side of a. 1650' -ridge and -could not hear the helicopters or 
a:Lk:, he wo:s not ut: on his radio and we did no have any ELF indications until 
1;3 popped. over the ridge and-  the eurrivor .  coen up on the radio. The high ,bird 
.:70 60 held on the north side of the ridge as the San.tra could not have, let him 
along the way with the M.M. throat. Because I was still not cure we were not 

• 



: 	r.y 	around 153 ITS au / cLurto over the ridge, I got 
turned in the 6:L1-action of the survivor and 3 -",.a....-tzs..d to 

.2 	 17J.t. ;;;Cit 	Zitatiari pasze.gcs. at 100 	It/ copilot zretted the 
or' nirrer, which the ,rarvive:.• had also uzed to CiElVal the 

..:andys with good eucceee. I turr.ed. around. and flew north back along the 
. rldge until zze again paescd over the survivor. Because the slope was about 
4.!;-50° )  the r.igh:: side of tho helicop:.er had to be facing the hill in order 
to use the heist. I was unable to coo the aur7ivor, but the comilot had him 
in sight and hovered tho helicopter do= the eler.e with the hoist operator and 

?).1 advising him of his position in relation to the hillside and trees. 
;.:,:catteo the here:: references wore on zed' side, I tool: the holicoptcr after we 
:::ri•.red. over the survivor end hovered. while tlie pick up wee being made. As 

z , :on 
 

we went into the hover we begs,: taking ground fro from coveral of the 
or so houses at the baeo of the ridge lino. During the pick up, the Sane:ye 
laid. a snake screen to our S2. to chiold us from nearby „VA pozitions that 
-eion firing at then. They also strafed the vil'lugo. The high bird. was 1/3 

a ...lila u.-..rez,r on the north cicIe of the ridge also taking ground fire. When 
the survivor was out of the trees, I applied 2=.1,mian power and did. a vertical 
=cent to the to; of the ridge line. At this Line the curvivor *.ras in the door - 
„a -4 um began accelerating and joined. with JG 60. From our arrival at the ridge 

10251, until leaving the area. of the surrivor took three mint.tes. The 
-.;:.:alher in the .V-7-1 =me. was apprardrately cam I  scattered to broken. The 

and. the .12 did an outstanding jab of sumpreszinis the ground fire as 
did not take a single hit the entire day. The quick and accurate return 

of grouad fire fron both helicopters, especiPliy JD 60, accounted for 15 KIA, 
three. damagod trucks ?  a.pprod.aatoly 40 to 50, 55 gallon drums were left burning 

ca7oral cars on the train wore damaged before Sandy 03 finished it off. 
Zr.z...ing the egress from t.he pick up mint to the mountain range about 15 Ni 
south of the Red. Mixer, we took ground fire fr=.;: the 10 or so villages that 
L'ired on um on the ingress. ,  1,:e were unable to avoid flying over the villPz,Pes 

the whole -ca was heavily populated and the ridge lines we followed in. and 
cut were the only ones we could use. The the-unr..ers spotted several tracks and 
two military =pounds te..th which, they traded fire. On the egress across the 
P.od hiver,, cor.troj OL ottc 	train that had steened e=ctly at our crossing • 
point.-' 1 Thei,tra.in had several :gm= lacunted'en. the cars and these began to 
fira.-att  I - • miies.:- .413oth-Joll,yr..wore ;close .behind the Sanc31  es- 01,__ 021.and.. 0 
and •.,/  •tes- I.1.f. 	 #(1: 	ErinnerSretUrned thq: : 	. • .. .6fittt•i' 

4, " 	 ..;"/...0 .tqaforti: faretr  03 - made,. it- rocket 
1 • 	• 	 It, 	I  ..t• . ,41.  a 	• ,, •  T.   	la • tt AZ 

io'%; ■■ !.:17•1:. 	 ....1100.144 	waft  ' •  .; 	 Titt:eft* , att  •g• 	I. 	• =.1"..: 	 ths-: frarOtor"eaCros sad the'lled7 ,.-ver Vail , 

11.1G-14.7,- cippieaChecl and 	spottOct.  by ',X 60.1:"E.andy 03. attacked :the MIG and 
then the MIG : breko 'Oa= ther;engEiger,ent. 7L: After'mroseing the Red. Fiver, SAR 	•.:;.- 
;,..-esc....ez started_ into 'the moiniteina_ end received. ground fire from three or .four 

The, aa force had eerie difficulty in navigating through -"1,..2e 9000+ 
nsu:..-taf--.1'becanoe of low clouds in the area. Both Jolly crews were nearing 



' 7-1 

r 	 ol 	they ware mclt by reinz.1 22 tanker inside of North Vietnam. 
notiood an oil lee:: from. ono of his oni.--:ines and. ho 

---pectod btle 	Tho 4,k1:1(1,77; C.i.:CGrapani itC1 both Jolly crews to Oh 70, 
at 1326L. Upon inspootion, Ja. (0 did not confimn the suzpootod battle 

CarJaze. 

are= woro of importance in the mission. 

1. Tha curvivor u.sed. mirror to good advantage.. 

equipment will bo 	0:,-.tr-,:r-oly important act ia =kr sArt ecpuciariv- 
in Night liecove.ry ajetc:-.1. Tho Sandy aircraft need EL? StRinieh an 

jersz3. 

Tho Sandy pilots did tho tuzual fantastic job. 
e 

4. MO sing z.tizeraft c=o into NV II to refuel the Jollys. 

o lost contact wita MICT. Cap at a. vary critical point la thz 

radio ccatact can be empocted with the MR force:: when they aro north 
of the 9C00+ mountain range in North Vic.,tnam.. 

DISCA) gave valuablo aid in erranlmi  cation- and navigation. 

The strike on the Yoe. Bei Airfield proventad. possible MIG reaction the 
. .sad day. 

9. All Jolly Green crow:0mb= performed. in. the finest tradition of Air Rescue. 

:lying Activity: 

3)ct 4, 3 Larilp; 	 51.5 N.curm 
40 AP.ItCq„ 9 8..t.et-4 7  42.1 Hours 

Star.: 1  8 Sortier.,, 44. 4  .1.Tow5 
432 TRAT, 25 . 8orties, 43.5; rhoura•- 
-73Z3 	2. So-rties i, 4.0 1.7.. 
3CO ":7/. -4 4 scz;t1-;_, , 2.0 E.4  . 
8 2I1: 4  8 Sort*o„ 12.0 
10 .*Iir Refue.lingc-, 

E 
E. STOVALL, -CAPT.,: tri 

..IrcraftCdor 

, 
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Pegs 4 

Flyer rescued after 13 days in librth Vietnam — 
UDORN RTAFB, Thailand -- An Air Force search and -escue task force ventured 

north of Hanoi to recover an Air Force F-4 crew member who evaded the North Viet-
namese for 23 days before he was rescued. 

Capt.. Roger C.  Locher, a weapons system operator with the 432nd Tactical Recon-
naissance Wing, was extremely weak--he lost 15 pounds during his ordeal--but other 
wife in good condition. Captain Locher 
an the F-4 Phantom pilot, who is still 	automatic weapon fire erupted from a 
missing, were shot down by a MIG-21 	nearby hootch. Set. Charles B. McOuid 
firing a heat-seeking missile. Short- 	and Ale Kenneth W. Cakebread, parares- 
ly before. Captain Locher had bagged 	cuemen on the HH-53. silenced the ero- 
eis third MIG: he ha previously scored 	und fire with 'their minieuns. 
eiG hits on Feb. 21 and May 8. When he 	The "li ,ht enoineer, Set. James F. 
was seot dos'n the captain was flying 	Walsh, loweree the junele penetrator to 
his 407th combat mission. 	 Captain Locher, who mounted it on his 

The rescue task force included HH-53 	own power. 
Super Jolly Green Giants, A-1 Saneys, 	"It sure is a good feeling to get 
PC-130 King command aircraft which also 	that penetrator, strap it on, rive a 
refueled the helicepters on the long 	thumbs-up, and hang on." 
joerney, and F-4 Phantom and F-105 	To evade further ground fire, the 

helicopter lifted to the top of the 
mountain as the captain was heir.' 

hoisted in. Captain Locher was sense,: 
onboard and ithe rescue force headed 

hom%e trip home was no downhill glide. 
Every village was a source of ground 
fire. Trucks, even a train, opened 

fire on the task force, but the A-1 
Sandys returned the fire, not only 
protecting the helicopters tut destroy-
ing one locomotive, several railroad 
cars and trucks. 

ether crewmembers on the HH-53 mak-
ing the pickup were Capt. John H. eil-
lespie, copildt, and TSgt. Bobbie L. 
Welborn., combat photographer. 

Upon return. here, Captain Locher was 

greeted by Gen. John W. Voet, commander 
of Seventh Air Force, who was here on a 
staff visit. 

Captain Locher said, "Those jolly 
Greens an' Sandys aee just 'rest. They 
did a wonderful jot in 'attirg me out 
of there. I can't •hank 'hem enouee." 

places sscoad 

changing ideas and tecericees re-
search and rescue operations. the com-
petition has evolved into a '.es t of 
team skills in navigation, scramble and 
precision winching events. 

The Alpha crew from Det. 4, 4ete 
ARRWg, Ramstein AS, Germany, included: 
eaplains Leoreard and John C. Smit:', 
TSgt. Leroy W. Klee and SSgt. Hillier 
G. Wilson. 

The Bravo crew from Get. 5. 4itt 
ARRWg, Hahn AB, Germany, inclJded: Maj. 
William D. McColl, Capt. John W. Chris-
tianson, and Staff Sergeants Robert I. 
Anderson and Carl M. Miller. 

Ground crew members included Staff 
Sergeants Carlos L. Joiner and Donald 
C. Blair, and Sgt. Gary W. Wasmer. 

The teams participating were: Royal 
Belgian Air Fo-ce: Royal Denise Navy 
and Air Force: French Navy: Federal 
German Navy and Air Fo-ce: Royal Neth-
erlands Navy and Air Force: Italian Ai-  

Force: and Britain's eovel Air Force. 

...New commander 
During his tour as MAC commander 

since August 1969, General Catton in-
troduced the C-5 Galaxy into the Air 
Force strategic airlift inventory. 

General Catton's command is charged 
with the operation of the global mili-
tary airlift system plus aerospace re,-
cue, air weather, photo audio-visual 
'end aeromedical evacuation systems 
throughout the world. 

General Simler assumed command of 
•ATC in September 1970 and was charged 
'with the mission of selecting and trai-
ning American men and women for the Air 
Force in military, technical, and fly-
ing skills. 

General Simler is a native of Johns-
town, Pa., and a graduate of the Uni-
versity of earyland. ne  Vas COMMi5SiOn-
ed in August 1942 and served two combat 
tours in the european Theater of Opera-
tions during eerld War II. He was shot 
down in July 1944 and evaded capture 

and was successful in raking his way 
hack to the Allied lines in September 

1 944. 
He is a command pilot and had served 

as vice coraander, USAFE, prior to his 
ATC assignment. 

General McBride served as MAC Chief 
of Staff under General Gatton and was 
appointed to the USAFE position last 
September. 

Missing man formation 
'tribute to crew 

TAN SON NHUT Aa, RVN--When Maj. Gary 
L. Gamble recently returned from what 
was to be his last mission in Southeast 
Asia, he led his crew in a tribute to 
members of his squadron who would not be 
returning home. 

Traditionally, a 40th 	Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron 	pilot's 
last flight in SEA ends with a ceremony 
consisting of an extra pass over the 
field and a splashing with a bucket of 
cold water when he steps from his air-
craft. 

aut Major Gamble wanted to express 

the feeling of nis squadron for those 
who will never return home. He reques-
ted nermission for three HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giants on his mission to 
'fly a brief "missing man" formation, as 
a tribute to a crew that perished in 
March. 
• The crew,flying an P01-53 of the 40th 1 
ARRSq, was downed by hostile action 
during a rescue operation in enemy ter-
ritory. 

The 40th ARRSq is well known 	for 
flying Super Jolly Green Giants. Their 
record of saving lives of downed flyers 
has earned them great respect in the 
Air Force. 

The pride within the unit and the 
feeling among its members made the 
brief and simple ceremony very mean-
ingful. In fact, it watt so meaningful 
that Major Gamble voluntarily extended 
his assignment for three months. 

Thenderchief jet fighters te protect 
the slower-moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered heavy 

ground fire on its way to and from the 
captain's mountainside perch. 

During the next 23 days he subsisted 
er fruit, nuts and terries. Me was 
very successful ie locating water. 

"One day I eyed a banana tree all 
day. It didn't have any bananas on it, 
tut I remembered I could get water out 
of it. Just before evenine I stuck a 

hole in it and rot myself three pints 
of good banana water." 

On another day, he reported, "I went 
through someboey's sarden an" stole 

some chives. They had some pretty good 

chives there." 
Captain Locher changed his position 

in search of good cover, food and wa-
ter. He shifted approximately 15 miles 
during his 23-day ordeal. 

"In this one clearing there was a 
eoctct and behind it was a pretty steep 
little meentair, so I just climbed up 
their garden and halfway up their moun-
tain. quite near the top. That's where 
I stayed the last two days." 

Although he had made attempts, the 

captair had teen unable to make radio 
contact eite U.S. al-craft. 

"I cceld hear them bombing and hear 
the enemy .Thootin ,  tack, so I fieuree 
when they stoppee shooting that meant 
they "ore heading home. It also meant 
they could listen for people and I 
could eet on the radio. 

"I did this yesterday 	and two 
flights came up to answer me. That was 
the first time I made radio contact." 

Tee contact triggered the search and 
rescue penetration deep into North 
Vietnam. The rescue forces were driven 
off by MIGs on their first attempt. 

The next day, the task force headed 
north again, led in by the Sandys of 
the Seth Special Operations Wing. Heavy 
ground fire failed to dissuade the res-
cue aircraft as they continued north, 

When they approached Captain Loch-
er's position, the Sandys made a pass 
over him, circled the mountain, made a-
nother pass and than led in a Super 
Jelly Green Giant, commanded by Capt. 
Dale E. Stovall. 

As the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron helicopter moved 	in, 



Valor 
- 

By John L. Frisbee, ContribUting.Eduton 

A Good Thought to Sleep On 
The rescue of Roger Locker 
did more than set a couple 
of Vietnam War records. 

O N May 8, 1972, President Nixon 
authorized the mining of Hai- 

phong and other North Vietnam ports, 
togethAr with regular and frequent air 
strikes north of the twentieth parallel. 
Operation Linebacker was on. 

Two days later, the US Air Force 
launched 120 aircraft against targets 
in and around Hanoi. Oyster Flight, 
four F-4s from the 555th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron flying MiG-CAP, 
was led by Maj. Bob Lodge, an out-
standing young combat leader. He 
and his backseater, Capt. Roger 
Locker, were veterans of the air war, 
both with previous tours in southeast 
Asia. Also in Oyster Flight were Capts. 
Richard S. "Steve" Ritchie and Chuck 
DeBellevue, who were to become the 
Air Force's only F-4 "ace" team with 
five victories. 

As Oyster Flight neared the Red 
River at a point about seventy-five 
miles northwest of Hanoi, they were 
alerted to the approach of MiGs. In 
the ensuing battle, Lodge and Locker 
shot down a MiG-21 and were posi-
tioning themselves to fire on another 
when they were hammered by 30-mm 
shells from two MiG-19s. The F-4's 
hydraulic system was knocked out, 
making the aircraft uncontrollable. A 
fire in the rear of the fuselage forced 
Captain Locker to punch out while 
the plane was inverted. Major Lodge 
did not eject. Since no one in the 
vicinity saw parachutes, it was as-
sumed that both men had perished. 

Captain Locker had, in fact, landed 
in trees near a MiG base at Yen Bai, 
north of the Red River, shaken but 
uninjured. He could not retrieve his 
parachute, which was caught in the 
trees, or his survival pack. After a brief 
radio call, he sought to put distance 
between himself and the parachute, 
which inevitably would attract a 
search party. (His radio signal was re-
ceived by friendly aircraft, but, since 
there was no voice transmission, the 
signal probably was thought to be 
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sent by a North Vietnamese using a 
captured radio.) 

Within minutes, Captain Locker 
heard sounds of a search party. Tak-
ing cover in a brush pile, he took 
stock of his situation. It wasn't en-
couraging. He had the contents of his 
survival vest, including two pints of 
water and a couple of snacks. Rescue 
so deep in enemy territory—some 
350 miles north of the DMZ—was un-
likely. 

His best chance of rescue was to 
cross the heavily cultivated Red River 
Valley, swim the river, and work his 
way to the sparsely inhabited moun-
tains about ninety miles to the west. 
The river lay several miles away 
through forested, hilly terrain. He 
would travel only at first light and at 
dusk, living off the land. 

The enemy's search resumed the 
next morning. At one point, searchers 
came within thirty feet of Captain 
Locker's hiding place. On the third 
day, there were no sounds of a search 
party, and Locker could move some- 

Over his "Triple Nickel" cap%, a haggard 
but happy Captain Locker dons that of 
the SAR unit that rescued him after 
twenty-three days in Hanoi's backyard. 

what more freely, but living off 
land proved to be a greater probi 
than he had anticipated. It was 
early in the season for ripened fr 
nuts, or berries. He ate what he co 
find, gradually weakening as the d 
passed. Water was no problem. Th 
were plenty of small streams. Th 
were also plenty of mosquitoes 
drenching rains as he inched alon , 

 less than a mile a day. 
Captain Locker frequently tried 

radio contact, with no success. Th 
on June 1, three weeks after he 1 

shot down, as he was contemplat 
leaving the forest for a dicey vent 
into the valley, a flight of F-4s pas: 
directly over him on their way ho 
from a strike and, he hoped, with 
dio frequencies open. 

Locker's call was picked up. Wit 
hours, a small search-and-resc 
(SAR) force was on its way fr 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand. After 
A-1 Sandys were satisfied that tl 
were talking to Locker, an HH-E 
Super Jolly helicopter, flown by Ci 
Dale Stovall, started in for the pick 
but the SAR force was driven off 
missiles and MiGs. Maybe rescue v 
not possible so far north of the DI ■ 
after all. 

Seventh Air Force thought otl -
wise. On June 2, another SAR for 
supported by fighters, bombers, 1A 
Weasels, tankers, and ECM aircr 
numbering more than 100 in 
fought its way in. Captain Stove 
HH-53 picked up Roger Locker e 
returned him to Ubon RTAFB. 

It had been a record-setting sht 
Captain Locker had eluded captun 
enemy territory for twenty-three de 
setting a record for successful e 
sion in the Vietnam War. Capt 
Stovall had twice flown his resc 
helicopter further into North Vietn 
than had been done before, earn 
him the Air Force Cross. All the pi 
cipals emerged as heroes, but then 
more to the story. Combat crews v% 
would be flying Linebacker stril 
north of the Red River now knew t 
eluding capture in that inhospita 
land and rescue from Hanoi's ba 
yard were indeed possible. That wa 
good thought to sleep on. 



U.S. Air Force Photo by Sgt. Charlie R. Stutts 

Captain Locher is greeted by Gen. John W. Vogt. 
commander of Seventh Air Force, after the weapons 
systems officer was rescued from North Vietnam. He was 
shot down May 10 and survived 23 days in North Vietnam 
before being rescued on June 2. 
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$VN 213,400.= 508 

$4,886 

The fund drive continues through July 2. 
There is still time to join with thousands 
of your buddies in this worthy cause. 

Locher rescued after 23 days north of Hanoi 
A U.S. Air Force search and rescue_task force 

ventured north of Hanoi early this month to 
recover an Air Force F-4 crew member who 
evaded the North Vietnamese for 23 days 
before he was rescued. 

Capt. Roger C. Locher, a 28-year-old 
weamns system operator with the 432d 
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing was extremely 
weak-he lost 15 pounds during his ordeal-but 
otherwise in good condition. Rescue men 
acclaimed the captain's presence of mind 
throughout the evasion and rescue. 

Locker and the F-4 Phantom pilot, who is 
still missing, were shot down May 10 by a 
MIG-21 firing a heat-seeking missile. Shortly 
before, Locher had bagged his third MIG. He 
previously scored MIG hits on Feb. 21 and May 
8. When he was shot down the captain was 
flying his 407th combat mission. 

The rescue task force included HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopters to make the 
actual pickup, A-1 Sandy propeller-driven 
fighters to locate the downed airman, suppress 
ground fire and lead in the helicopters, HC-130 
King command aircraft which also refueled the 
helicopters on the long journey, and F-4 
Phantom and F-105 Thunderchief jet fighters 
to protect the slower-moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered heavy ground 
fire on its way to and from the captain's 
mountainside perch. 

Describing his downing, Locher said, "We 
immediately went out of control, flopping from 
side to side. Then rite started coming in the 
back of the cockpit. It seared my canopy with 
bubbles and I couldn't see out anymore. The 
airplane slowed down and we went into a flat 
spin. 

"I told the pilot, 'I think I'm going to have 
to get out. It's starting to burn pretty bad back 
here.' 

"I yanked for what seemed like an eternity 

on my primary ejection. The next thing I heard 
was a big blast. When I opened my eyes, I was 
in my parachute and just about then I could see 
the airplane hit the ground right below. 

"I looked around and was going into a kind 
of deep-dished valley. I aimed for a steep 
mountainside and came down through the 
trees. My heels were on the ground so all I had 
to do was unbuckle and get out. I just sat down 
for a minute and listened." 

During the next 23 days he subsisted on 
fruit, nuts and berries. He was very successful in 
locating water. 

"One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It 
didn't have any bananas on it, but I 
remembered I could get water out of it. Just 
before evening I stuck a hole in it and got 
myself three pints of good banana water." 

On another day, he reported, "I went 
through somebody's garden and stole some 
chives. They had some pretty good chives 
there." 

The captain changed his position in search of 
good cover, food and water. He shifted 
approximately 15 miles during his 23-day 
ordeal. 

"In this one clearing there was a hootch and 
behind it was a pretty steep little mountain, so 
I just clambered right up their garden and 
halfway up their mountain, quite near the top. 
That's where I stayed the last two days." 

Although he had made attempts, the captain 
had been unable to make radio contact with 
U.S. aircraft. 

"1 could hear them bombing and hear the 
enemy shooting back, so I figured when they 
stopped shooting that meant they were heading 
home. I also meant they could listen for people 
and I could get on the radio. 

"I did this yesterday and two flights came up 
to answer me. That was the first time I made 
radio contact." (Continued on page 8) 

By SSgt. Tom Merchant 
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Spells Doom for Red 
HQ. 7TH AF, TAN SON NHUT 

AB, Vietnam — The Air Force, 
Navy and Marines teamed up 
Aug. 12, and that combination 
was a little too much fora Mig-21. 

Flying an Air Force F-4 from 
Udorn- RTAFB, Thailand, Capt. 
Larry Richard of the Marines 
and Lt. Cdr. Michael Ettel of the 
Navy shot down a Communist jet 
50 miles northwest of Hanoi. 

The two are assigned with the 

Air War 
Deadlier 

Mig Killers of the 432d Tactical 
Fighter„Reconnaissance Wing 
under an Air Force-Navy-Marine 
exchange program. 

When they got their .Mig, the 
rest of the crews in their flight 
all were Air Force men. Joining 
in effort back at Udorn was the 
crew -chief for the plane, AF Sgt. 
Alvin Stephens. - 

Richard said he and Ettel 
engaged two Migs and chased 
off the flight leader. "The Mig's 
Wingman broke away and we 
broke after him. We fired a 
missile which guided and im-
pacted just in front of his 
vertical fin," Richard said. 

It was the 430th combat mis-* 

sion for the 
second SEA toi 
first Mig. Ette 
SEA tour and 
combat mission 

"What impre 
close flight it 
maintained till 
tire engagemer 

- "Everyone w 
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This was tl 
killing of the 
Marine pilot fl 
.Force backsea 
Mig-17. 

WASHINGTON — The "Triple 
Nickle" squadron didn't cele-
brate much the day Steve Rit-; 
chie shot down his first Mig-21... 

It Was May 10 and ;fliers,fronf , 
 Udorni. shot down- , three;' of the 

.Coramunist jets that,:day .:2 but.:, 
 their best pilot ail& backseater, ' 

had gone,down* in the 'f  jungle: : 
near Hanoi momentsshodt-
ing down their third Mieof the 

For the 'next 23 days, one of 
those irewinembersXapt: Roger: 
Locher, -hid in the jungle and 
heard the sounds::Of!war; of 
bombing.raiils'of:missionsbyhis' -: 
fellow 555th TFS-members. . 

He may have heard thesounds -
of battle on , Mayo'31,. when 
Ritchie gof,--,his second Mig and 
when a navigator named Capt. 
Jeff Feinstein Of the 13th TFS 
was in on his second kill. 

That was the day Locher made 
contact and set up a huge rescue 
mission that finally plucked, him 
from the jungle and returned 
him in triumph to Udorn: He 
had spent more time in North 
Vietnam without being captured 
than any Air Force man yet. 

Not all have been as lucky as 
Locher., While AF Phantoms 
have been downing 28 Migs, the 
Mig-21s have taken their toll ind 

_shot-down48-F 4s. "We're-spend-
ing a. lot of time in pretty hotly 
defended country," an AF 
spokesman said. 

There have been 22 more AF 
Phantoms lost over North Viet-
nam to anti-aircraft fire and 
ether causes. Three crew mem-
bers who were ,involved in 
shooting down Migs are listed as 
missing. 

"i4iitaid"  "4, 	*Wall 



By Edgar Ulsamer 
SENIOR EDITOR, MR FORCE MAGAZINE 

T HE Am FORCE'S bold and superbly efficient 
teams that rescue downed airmen have 

been working overtime since the North Viet-
namese invasion of South Vietnam in March 
of this year. 

During the past four months, almost 200 
"saves," many involving deep penetration into 
North Vietnam, have been made or directed by 
men of the 3d Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group (ARRGp), headquartered at Tan Son 
Nhut Air Base in Saigon. The total of all 
USAF combat rescues completed in Southeast 
Asia during the past seven years stands at 
about 2,600 at this writing. 

The 3d ARRGp is responsible for oversee-
ing all USAF rescue and recovery operations 
in Southeast Asia. Involved is a huge area  

totaling some 1,100,000 square miles in four 
countries and the Gulf of Siam. (The US Navy 
handles rescue operations in the Gulf of Ton-
kin and along the shoreline of North Vietnam 
up to five miles inland.) 

The 3d covers its vast territory with a staff 
of fewer than 700 people and a hardware in-
ventory of about thirty aircraft. The unit oper-
ates fixed-wing HC-130P King mission coor-
dinators, which also serve as aerial tankers, 
plus 1-11H-53 and HH-3 air-refuelable, long-
range helicopters. They are known as "Super 
Jolly Green Giants" and "Jolly Green Giants," 
respectively. 

The 3d Group also operates a large number 
of short-range HH-43 "Pedro" local rescue 
helicopters from eight bases in Southeast Asia. 
The HC-130Ps are based at Korat Royal 
Thai Air Force Base in Thailand, and the long- 

From a human as well as a political point of view, airpower in Southeast Asia 
has shown one vulnerability—the downed aviators who fall into the hands of a 
ruthless enemy who exploits them to serve his own objectives. But an ingenious, 
elaborate mechanism has been created which, operated by a special breed of 
dedicated, fearless airmen, keeps bringing survivors back to safety.  ... 
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range choppers at Da Nang and Tan Son Nhut 
in South Vietnam, as well as at Nakhon Pha-
nom Royal Thai AFB. 

The 3d Group also runs the Joint Rescue 
Coordination Center at Tan Son Nhut, code-
named "Joker," and two subregional coordina-
tion centers located at Son Tra AB in South 
Vietnam and at Udorn Royal Thai AFB, Thai-
land. These centers plan and execute rescue 
operations in the areas under their jurisdiction 
and maintain command and control for each. 

Air rescue operations also draw freely on 
personnel and planes of other USAF units, 
and the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps. Some 
of these "outside" forces participate in almost 
all search and rescue operations (SAR), under 
USAF direction. 

At the outset of a "routine" SAR, an 
HC-130P King has already been prepositioned 
and is "orbiting" in the vicinity of combat 
missions being flown at that time. The SAR 
starts with report of a bailout, an aircraft 
down, or a May Day distress call. When any 
of these events occurs, the mission coordinator 
aboard the HC-130P King tries for a bearing 
on the downed flyer or aircraft in distress, or, 
failing that, to establish the location through 
aircrews on the scene. Once the approximate 
location of a downed flyer is established, the 
coordinator directs the rescue force to the site. 

During periods of heavy air combat activity, 
the rescue force is likely to be airborne, but 
if not, is quickly launched by the mission coor-
dinator via the "Blue Chip" Tactical Air Con-
trol Center at Tan Son Nhut. In addition to the 
HC-130P mission coordinator, a SAR force 
usually consists of at least two A-1 Sandy air-
craft, aided occasionally by a forward air 
controller (FAC) and two HH-53s. The 
Sandys go in first and attempt to establish 
positive identification. Actual voice contact 
with the survivor over his survival radio is 
"considered almost mandatory because there 
are simply too many beepers [personnel locator 
beacons) loose around the countryside," an Air 
Force rescue expert told AIR FORCE' Magazine. 
In several instances, the enemy has used cap-
tured beepers to bait traps for the rescue force. 
While no USAF rescue aircraft have been lost 
to ground fire due to such tricks, present pro-
cedures "more or less dictate" that a survivor 
be unmistakably identified before the rescue 
copters go in. 

To minimize the danger of detection by the 
enemy, downed flyers are instructed to use 
survival radios only intermittently and as spar-
ingly as possible. Current long-term Air Force 
efforts to improve rescue operations through 
the application of advanced technology center 
on more efficient means of locating and identi- 

fying survivors and providing them with some 
degree of mobility. 

One innovative way of finding downed flyers 
quickly is being explored through ASAP (Ad-
vanced Survival Avionics Program), which 
uses a space satellite to establish the survivor's 
"gross," or approximate location on an essen-
tially instantaneous basis. ASAP is premised 
on DME (distance measuring) techniques that 
evaluate the differences in the time it takes a 
signal from the survivor's radio to reach two 
points whose locations are known, i.e., the 
satellite and the mission coordinator aircraft. 
From this information the system then cal-
culates with reasonable accuracy the survivor's 
location. Once the SAR force has reached that 
general area, another system pinpoints the 
exact location. 

Another promising approach to the rescue 
problem is through a program called Air Es-
cape and Recovery Capability. Several schemes 
are under investigation and have proved feasi-
ble in tests. Common to all is the survivor's 
ability to be propelled for many miles, perhaps 
as many as a hundred, from the bailout area 
to either friendly or less-hostile sites. The 
bailing-out airman attains this mobility through 
either a parawing (a cross between a parachute 
and an aircraft wing) or a rotary wing, either 
of which works in concert with a rocket booster 
to furnish power (for details on development of 
such a device, see "Jane's Supplement," p. 43). 
The systems under investigation are folded 
when not used and fit into the ejection seat 
of an F-4 aircraft. They require no modifica-
tion of the aircraft's cockpit. Yet a third ap-
proach, by which the survivor is provided with 
mobility once he is on the ground, is under 
preliminary investigation but can be expected 
to require many more years of research and 
test before it can become operational. 

Major Outside Support 

One of the two A-1 Sandys normally as-
sumes command control over a rescue opera-
tion once a downed flyer is located and 
identified. If the Sandys draw enemy ground 
fire, they attempt to suppress it; when the 
enemy is too tough for the Sandys to overcome, 
they call in outside support supplied by Blue 
Chip—usually F-4s, Navy fighters, A-7s, 
A-37s, and Army gunships. It is not unusual 
for forty to fifty combat aircraft to participate 
in a difficult rescue operation. (In several in-
stances, that number has swelled to more than 
a hundred to deal with especially intensive 
ground tire.) And, at times, the supporting 
force can include MIG CAP (combat air 
patrol) air-superiority fighters and F-105 "Iron 
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Capt. Roger C. Locher was 
rescued from deep within 

North Vietnam after avoiding 
capture for twenty-three days. 

Hand" (electronic -countermeasure) aircraft to 
combat enemy fighter aircraft. 

Rescue operations in South Vietnam also in-
volve friendly ground forces from time to time. 
In certain instances, when enemy forces were  

so close to the downed flyer that conventional 
munitions couldn't be used without endanger-
ing him, the rescue force has dropped con-
ventional riot-control agents. 

After enemy fire has been suppressed to a 

THE SAGA OF ROGER LOCHER 

By 
SSgt. 
Tom 

Merchant, 
USAF 

A US Air Force search and 
rescue task force ventured north 
of Hanoi early this summer to 
recover an Air Force F-4 crew 
member who evaded the North 
Vietnamese for twenty-three days 
before he was rescued. 

Capt. Roger C. Locher, a 
twenty-eight-year-old weapon 
system operator with the 432d 
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 
was extremely weak—he lost 
fifteen pounds during his ordeal 
—but otherwise in good con-
dition. Rescue men acclaimed 
the captain's presence of mind. 
throughout the evasion and res-
cue. 

Locher and the F-4 Phantom 
pilot, who still is missing, were 
shot down by a MIG-21 firing a 
heat-seeking missile. Shortly • be-
fore, Locher had bagged his 
third MIG. He previously scored 
MIG hits on February 21 and 
May 8. When he was shot down, 
the captain was flying his 407th 
combat mission. 

The rescue task force included 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopters to make the actual 
pickup: A-1 Sandy propeller-
driven fighters to locate the 
downed airman, suppress ground 
fire, and lead in the helicopters: 
HC-130 King command aircraft. 
which also refueled the heli-
copters on the long journey; and 
F-4 Phantom and F-105 Thunder-
chief jet fighters to protect the 
slower-moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered 
heavy ground fire on its way to 
and from the captain's moun-
tainside perch. 

Describing his downing. Locher 
said, "We immediately went out 
of control, flopping from side to 
side. Then fire started coming 
in the back of the cockpit. It 
seared my canopy with bubbles 
and I couldn't see out anymore. 
The airplane slowed down and 
we went into a flat spin. 

"I told the pilot. 'I think I'm 
going to have to get out. It's  

starting to burn pretty bad back 
here.' 

"I yanked for what seemed 
like an eternity on my primary 
ejection. The next thing I heard 
was a big blast. When I opened 
my eyes, I was in my parachute 
and just about then I could see 
the airplane hit the ground right 
below. 

"I looked around and was go-
ing into a kind of deep-dished 
valley. I aimed for a steep moun-
tainside and came down through 
the trees. My heels were on the 
ground so all I had to do was 
unbuckle and get out. I just sat 
down for a minute and listened." 

During the next twenty-three 
days he subsisted on fruit, nuts, 
and berries. He was very suc-
cessful in locating water. 

"One day I eyed a banana 
tree all day. It didn't have any 
bananas on it, but I remembered 
I could get water out of it. Just 
before evening I stuck a hole in 
it and got myself three pints of 
good banana water." 

On another day, he reported. 
"I went through somebody's 
garden and stole some chives. 
They had some pretty good 
chives there." 

The captain constantly changed 
his position in search of good 
cover, food, and water. He cov-
ered approximately fifteen miles 
during his twenty-three-day or-
deal. 

"In this one clearing there was 
a hootch [hut] and behind it 
was a pretty steep little moun-
tain, so I just clambered right up 
their garden and halfway up their 
mountain, quite near the top. 
That's where I stayed the last 
two days." 

Although he had made at-
tempts. the captain had been 
unable to make radio contact 
with US aircraft. 

"I could hear them bombing 
and hear the enemy shooting 
back, so I figured when they 
stopped shooting that meant 
they were heading home. It also 
meant they could listen for pe-o-
pie and I could get on the 
radio. 

"I did this yesterday and two 
flights came up to answer me. 
That was the first time I made 
radio contact." 

The contact triggered the 
search and rescue penetration 
deep into North Vietnam. The 
rescue forces were driven off by 
MIGs on their first attempt or 
June 1. 

The next day, the task force 
headed north again, led in by the 
Sandys of the 56th Special Op 
erations Wing. Heavy ground fire 
failed to dissuade the rescue 
aircraft as they continued north. 
When they approached Locher's 
position. the Sandys made a pass 
over him, circled the mountain. 
made another pass, and then let 
in a Super Jolly Green Giant. 
commanded by Capt. Dale E. 
Stovall. 

As the Jolly Green of the 413th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recover./ 
Squadron moved in, automatic 
weapons fire erupted from a 
nearby hootch. Sgt. Charles B. 
McQuid and A1C Kenneth W. 
Cakebread, pararescue special-
ists on the HH-53, silenced the 
ground fire with Miniguns. 

The flight engineer, Sgt. James 
F. Walsh, lowered the jungle pene-
trator to Locher. 

"It sure is a good feeling to 
get that penetrator, strap it on, 
give them a thumbs-up, and 
hang on." 

To evade further ground fire. 
the helicopter lifted to the to 
of the mountain as the captain 
was being hoisted in. Locher was 
swung onboard, and the rescue 
force headed home. 

The trip home was no down. 
hill glide. Every village was a 
source of ground fire. Trucks and 
even a train opened fire on the 
task force, but the A-1 Sandys 
returned the fire to protect the 
helicopters, and in the process 
destroyed one locomotive, see-
eral railroad cars, and trucks. 

The rescued weapon systems 
officer said, "Those Jolly Greens 
and Sandys are just great. They 
did a wonderful job in getting 
me out of there. I can't thank 
them enough." 
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High above the jungles of Vietnam, an HC-130 mission 
controller/tanker provides fuel loan HH-3 lolly Green Giant 

of the 3d Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group. 

reasonable extent, or in cases where the Sandys 
detect no enemy threat, the HH-53 rescue 
copters are called in. These are relatively lightly 
armed, with three 7.62-mm Miniguns, so the 
A-1s stay handy to provide whatever further 
support may be needed. (Both the North 
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong have grown 
familiar with SAR procedures and often stay 
hidden until the copters descend. Hovering cop-
ters, they have found, make easy, highly vul-
nerable targets.) 

The two HH-53s of a standard SAR force 
work in tandem, with one acting as "low-bird" 
and the other "high-bird." This arrangement 
provides backup should the low-flying copter 
get shot down or otherwise be unable to per-
form the rescue. 

Many rescue operations in SEA take place 
in dense jungle, with the downed flyer hidden 
from view by thick foliage of several layers. 
In this situation, a downed airman will "pop" 
a smoke marker carried in his survival kit to 
reveal his precise position. 

The low-bird HH-53 then lowers its jungle 
penetrator, a heavy metallic device shaped 
like a big arrowhead with three paddle seats 
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folded into its sides. It is extended on a 250- 
foot steel cable by a hoist positioned much 
like an outrigger on the right side of the rescue 
chopper. Except when a pararescueman rides 
it down, the penetrator is closed, its weight 
forcing it through the dense jungle roof. A 
pararescueman, known as a PJ, descends when-
ever a downed flyer is injured or otherwise 
unable to strap himself onto the penetrator. 

Nighttime Operations 

At present, combat rescue operations are 
confined to daytime missions involving visual 
contact. But the 3d ARRGp has pioneered and 
field-tested techniques for limited night recov-
ery, which are now operational on a limited 
basis. Known as the PAVE IMP Limited Night 
Recovery system, it uses a low-light-level TV, 
infrared sensors, and related equipment in-
stalled aboard the Super Jollys. The system, 
in effect, can see in the dark by augmenting 
and magnifying the traces of light present at 
night. 

One unit of the 3d Group, the 40th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, located 
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at Udom Royal Thai AFB, currently is the 
only organization in the world believed to have 
a night rescue and recovery capability. The 
40th Squadron evaluated the system during a 
ninety-day period while also conducting its 
normal work load of daytime rescues. The 
unit developed battle tactics and operational 
concepts and provided its own systems support 
for the specially equipped HH-53 copters used 
in the program. The USAF Chief of Staff had 
requested that the Military Airlift Cominand, 
in charge of all aerospace rescue and recovery 
units, develop such a system. 

Senior officers of the 3d ARRGp point 
with pride at the extent to which advanced 
technology has been incorporated into air res-
cue operations. A problem fundamental to all 
combat rescue operations is "both obvious and 
very difficult to solve: We must know where 
the survivor is with absolute certainty and 
complete precision; until you know that you 
just don't dare put any ordnance in," a senior 
rescue expert told AIR FORCE Magazine. 

One obvious way to ascertain the exact 
whereabouts of a survivor is to have an ob-
server on the scene during bailout, and every 
effort is made to assign an escort to all aircraft 
in distress. The rescue coordination centers do 
this, of course, in cases where no wingman is 
present to shepherd an aircraft in trouble. 

A New Rescue Aircraft? 

Staff officers of the 3d ARRGp highly praise 
the performance of the A-1, the propeller-
driven vintage aircraft used in close support. 
The A-1 Sandy is considered "the best air-
plane in the inventory for this job," because of 
its slow speed, high maneuverability, and abil-
ity to remain on station for long periods. In 
addition, it carries a large ordnance payload 
and can sustain extensive battle damage with-
out impairment of performance. 

Despite this high opinion of the A-1, air 
rescue experts in Southeast Asia believe that, 
once available, the Air Force's upcoming A-X, 
designed specifically for close air support, will 
bring important new muscle to future USAF 
rescue and recovery operations. The experts 
also say that the most pressing equipment need, 
in the light of recent Southeast Asian experi-
ence, is for "a small V/STOL [vertical/short 
takeoff] recovery vehicle capable of going in 
with a strike force." It should have enough 
self-protection to be able to function against 
heavy ground defenses, have a self-contained 
ECM capability, and be able to pinpoint the 
loga;ion of „survivors. 

Such a vehicle, rescue people in Vietnam 
believe, should be able to hover, as well as 
cruise at between 300 and 350 knots, and be 
capable of refueling during flight. The latter 
feature is meant to reduce vulnerability be-
cause such an aircraft would not be required 
to carry substantial quantities of fuel during 
combat operations. 

A high-ranking planner at Headquarters 
USAF told AIR FORCE Magazine that plans for 
an advanced V/STOL rescue vehicle, a re-
placement for the canceled CARA project of 
the late 1960s, are currently in a preliminary 
stage and might be incorporated in the FY '74 
budget. There is widespread recognition that 
the HH-53s are both too big and too slow for 
optimum rescue operations. Similar drawbacks 
afflict Army, Navy, and Marine Corps copters 
that participate from time to time in Southeast 
Asia rescue operations. (SARs operate flexibly, 
drawing on whatever sources happen to be 
available at the time.) • • 

In addition to the some 2,600 combat res-
cues that the Air Force has performed or 
coordinated in Southeast Asia during the past 
seven years, about 1,200 noncombat saves were 
performed by the 3d Group, each of them 
representing a human life saved. (One fre-
quent "customer" of the 3d Group is Air 
America, the air logistics operation supplying 
non-Communist forces in Cambodia from Sai-
gon and other points by small transports under 
CIA contract. A spokesman of the 3d ARRGp 
said, "We arrange pickups for them on a 
routine basis whenever one of their aircraft 
is reported down.") 

In testimony to the rescue effort throughout 
SEA, a recent award of another Presidential 
Unit Citation to the 3d ARRGp, already the 
most highly decorated unit in the Air Force, 
contained this statement by Gen. John W. 
Vogt, Commander of PACAF's Seventh Air 
Force: 

"The personnel of the 3d Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group performed their duties 
under extremely hazardous conditions and in 
a manner epitomizing the virtues of duty, 
honor, and allegiance to country. . . . The 
extraordinary dedication and heroic determina-
tion of the rescue crews, often hovering directly 
over enemy positions to snatch a pilot from 
the enemy, has become a legend in Southeast 
Asia." 

Even a casual visit with the officers and 
men of the 3d ARRGp leads to one definite 
conclusion: They have made an unstinting com-
mitment to their motto, "That Others May 
l,iye." • 
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A Dramatic Rescue 
On May 10, 1972 the F-4 carrying 

Capt. Roger C. Locher of the 

555th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 

Udom Royal Air Force Base, 

Thailand, was shot down by a 

heat-seeking missile launched 

from a MiG-21, Capt. Locher was 

on his 407th combat mission. He 

parachuted to safety near Yen Bai 

Airfield (northwest of Hanoi) but 

could not contact friendly aircraft 

with his survival radio. For the 

next 22 days he hid, living on 

fruits, nuts, and berries, until he 

was finally able to make radio 

contact with friendly aircraft. 

A rescue attempt was launched on 

June 1 by HE-53 helicopters, A-1 

attack airManes, and an HC-130 

command airplane, with F-4 and 

F-105 fighters providing air 

protection, but they were driven 

off by enemy MiGs. They were 

back the next day, cleep inside 

North Vietnam, and an HFi-53, 

using a newly-developed 

electronic location finder (ELF, 

pinpointed the downed airman 

through a canopy of jungle 

growth, lowered a jungle 

penetrator and lifted Capt. Locher 

to safety. 

Related Mmmm Aircraft 

• B-52D 

• F-4, 

• A-1 E Skyrwler  

• F- 105D  

• F-105G 


