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(S) At 1030L on 1 June, the NKP SARCO was notified that
radio contact had been mads with Oyster #1 near Yem Bai Airfield
in North Vietnam, A quick check revealed that no Oyster flights
were flying that day, but an Oyster #1 had been lost on 10 May,
21 days earliers At 1055L two Sandys and a set of Jolly Greens
were launched from NKP., The SARCO began loading other A-1s for
possible use latar,

| (8) AY the same time, while on SAR orbit North of the PDJ
for a Id_nebac?ker misgion, two Sandys heard King talking to the
aireraft that had contast with Oyster @1, Thae Sandys got an
initia]_: heading from King and set a course, still not knowing
the exact location of thelr objective nor his wique circime
stances, ' Shortly, King passed the Sandys an authenticator ques=-
tion, Disco pabsed the best known position of the survivor
which was "on a hill very close to Yen Bai Airfield.," The sur-
vivor had stated that he could see the airfield, Disco took
over vector duties for the Sandys,

(S) Just Southeast of Yen Bai the Sandys initiated radio
contact with the survivor. The authenticator question was pro=-

perly answered and the Sandys knew then that they had a valid

1L1. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports, Also, see SARCO
Report for Oyster #1B, 1 Jun 72, (Doc 34). For Oyster #1Bts
own story of his advemture, see "The Evasion and Recovery of
Oyster #1, Captain Roger Locher, 10 May=2 Jun 72," Air Intel-
ligence Review (S/NF), PACAIR 11-72 Special Supplement, 11 Jul 72.
s
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FhiM: 1st SCS (Ma) Milner/2754)

:'" Z A EPRE I

SUBJECT: Saki0 lieport, QOyster O1R
TC: 5Ath SO8 (DO)

1. at 1030 local tha Sarco was notified of voice cont.ct with (rster 0183 and
of his aprroximate poeition near Yen Tia airfield, NVN. After evaluation of
the threat ne.r the roported posirion of the survivor Maj Milner, the SAHCO,

requested CBU-49, CE =52, air Defensee and hard ordnance (MK-B2s).

2. At 1048 Jack informed Maj Milner thut s Disco (EC~121) wus nsur the scence
to vector the Sak forces to the ares, Sandy 1 and 2 procseded from & SiR orbit
to the Sah ure.. Moj Miiner requested faet Fal's and permission to launch Sandy
3 and 4. Sandy 3 and 4 lauiched at 1055 local.

3. At 1055 local Jack wanted to know if VJ 1324 was a safe place to hold Jollys.
Maj Milner consulted with Maj Cary Gamble and suggested = more favoruble holding
point neerer the survivors locution,

L. At 1105 local Xing confimed that no Uyster ¢! on the fr.g today. 4An oyster
0! waa shot down on 10 !iay astout the ares of the Yen Bia airfield. This 4n-
formation was passed to Sandy 3.

5. at 1115 locsl Jack requested & refueling point for the Jollys and was passed
UR 6384.

6. a4t 1120 Maj Milner instructed that a 1.3 armsment load be put on Hs and Js
and 1.5 load on Es. Jock informed Maj Milnar that Sandy ! and 2 in SAl area at
1127 local. Maj Milner requecsted Qyster OB be asked the questions and 1f MIG
CaF would be continously evallable. 4t 1135 King reports the questions have
been asked a«nd that MIG C.F is in the ursa, Sandy 1 hus contact with the
survivor,

7. st 1132 the follow on crews are Lriefed and as A~1s come in cormiseion,
they are assigned to crews,

8. At 1150 Sanf0O notified that Siil forces talddng heavy ground fire and that
“IGa in the area. At 1155 Jaek reportad thut Sandy 1 was hit by & MIG and was
#TBing with Jollye. st 1210 Jack reported Sandy 1 «nd 2 on the treetops hsading
for home and Jollys are not with them.

9. At 1215 5a4iC0 recheckod with Juck to muke sure Disco is providing vectors
for Sandy ! and 2. it 1218 Haj Milner asked Jack to have Dlsco vsctor the
Jollys and Sandy 3 and 4 to intercept Sandy 1 and 2 for & possible SsK. 4t
1225 Jack reports thot Sandy 1 was not hit by a MIG, whew what 4 relilef,

10. at 1228 King reports survivor on hiil in vicinity of Yen Ria (survivor

cun see airfield). st 1245 Sandy 1 pucsed to King a SAM firing from site near
Yen Biws airfield and recommends trnat .irfield, nsarby reeervolr, and SAM sites
need to te destroyad Lefore further Sii forces wre sent into ares. Revorts heavy
accurate tripple A from vicinity of reservolr,
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11. st 1250 Jack nThed all Sal forocrs. st 1255 Sandy 1 report-d that he did
not pet & pood positicn on the survivor, Calpon flight was in cres and has a
possible position.

12, 1355=Jack wants ingress, egrass and holding for Sai. fond old Joker wants
to try o« tst light =ffort and wunts to know what our plan of action will be.
Joker wante to know what ordnance we need. S.RCO informs Joker thit until he
detriefs Sandy 1 no further rlans will be formulated. SARCO advises aguinst 18t
light or further offort unless & faet Fal can gat into the ares «and plnpoint
survivor, Pending Candy 18 recommendatlons no further plans.

13. At 1400 Juek collied with the survivors pes:ible position from Calgon flight
at VJ 97859928, This plots out 5 nilew Rast of Yen Bia airfield and Horth of
the iHed iiver,

14. Sandy 1 debrief- Ko definite pgsition of survivor but good radio contact.
Sandy 1 questioned survivor snd recieved good answers. Sandy 1 reports the
neurby dreus to be hesvily ponulsated. The defenges encountered: SaMs ut Yen
Bla, MINs within 1 klick of the Jollys. Suandy 2 took a shot at a MIG. Ada
was fired ot Sandy 1 nedar the reservior. at 1430 Sandy 1 celled Joker secure
and debrisfed him on «all the information. Sundy 1 recommended destruction of
Yen Fol adrfield, reservoir dam und GCI sites nearby.

15. st 1500 & Top Cecrel telephone czll from Joker with all the items requested
by Maj Milner. st 1640 Jack sald Fast FaCs having no luck talking with sur-
vivor. Gurvlvors transmissions are porbled.

16. Planning was sccomplished by the Sandys and Jollys for the SaR effort on
2 June 72, Lsunch times were planned uand crews eelected. Maj Milner finally
got the ordnance reguest sguared awuy, becouse Ubon called and asked us what

we really wanted on our Fast ordnance. The 7th frag shop didn't give us what
we wented, byt Ubon knows enough to call us when fhey get & bad frug.

17. 2 June 1972, A1l erews briefed at C500 local and launched on preplanned
timas, st 0925 local Jack reports Sendy 1 ls deperting holding point India for
the survivors area. at 0930 locual a Hi Test flight reported talking with the
shrvivor and he is ck. They hu!l & visual on the eurvivor 10 miles east of Yen
Bia adrfield.

18. at 0951 the Sandys have contect with the survivor. st 1021 Jack reports
Sandys have executed and are putting in ths Fast strike ulr. SARCC reque#ts
that MIN CaP remain in aces.

19, &t 1055 Jack reports survivor on Jolly snd SAR forees on w.y to Udorn.

20. at 1300 locsl Sendys request to KTB Udorn bscause of low fuel stete and
poacsible hoitle dumage to o Jolly. Kequest -runted.

21, another sucressful SaR by Japt [on Smith, Sandy 1, Capt Roe: Puchanan,
Sandy 2, Ma] Jim Harding, Sandy 3, and It Col Rill latham, Sandy /.
oo -
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June w:3 & very sad month for the 1st 80S. Two aircraft
were shot dcwn and one pilot was lost. The Sundys participated
in sixteen {iRs during which 14 airmen were rescued. There
wore no acc. lents or incldents in June.

On 17 Ju1 Hobo 42/43 was striking near Kong Sedone when
Hobo L2 (Ma' Bncinas) was shot down by 23mm or 37mm fire. He
vas hit dur’ g a rocket pass and never pulled out. Maj Zeke
Encinas was leclared KIA three days later.

Cn 1 Jw Sandys 0°/02 (Capt Smith/Lt Herklotz) v;ere on north
¢rbit in su;ovort of a linebacker mission when contact wus es-
tblished w' -h Oyster 01B, Oyster Q1B had been shot down on 10
Yay a.nlqd was locdted on & mountain near Yen Bia airfield in North
Vietnam. S:iadye 01/02 immediately proceeded to the survivors
area follow 1 by two Jolly Greene. Upon reaching the red river
end with Yer Bai in sight the Sandys begun a search for Oyster
C"B. The S adys determined his position to be north of the red
river near .. dam. They were forced tc leave the area due to
heavy sna, ¢ Mig encounter, a Sa~2 firing, and low fuel. Sandys
01/02/03/0L Capt Smith/Capt Suchanan/Maj Harding/Lt Col Lathem)
with two Jo' .y Greens returned the next moming and Imade 4 successg-
1 pick-up

On 5 Jun Sandys 05/C6 (Capt Throckmorton/Lt S;:ott.) were scram-
bled from B -n Hoa for Chico 64 (0-2). Chico 64 was down at 050/
€7/73 in a »1gged area but bad weather prevented an immediate

pick-up. .« .er several hours and one refueling, the Sandys

SESREH




STATSMRENT

1 & 2 June 72

SUEJECT:  Sandy 1 and 2 (Sai Cyster 01 B)

1.t 0B20iCL on 1 June Sandy 1 and 2 were launched for an
orbit north of the PDJ. 4 strike wss planned in NVN with a
time on tarpet of 100C to 1030I7L. &t approximately 1020LCL
Sendy 1 heurd Hisco calling an aircruft that had voice con-
tact with Oyster 01. Pecause of the distances involved Sandy
! and 2 end the Jollys oltoined an approximate hesding to the
survivor and proceeded toward the urea.

2. King informed Sandy 1 thuat Cyster flight was not frugped
but Oyster (1 had reen missing since 10 May 72. King passed
me an esuthenticutor question for Cyster (1 Giravo who was the
only one talkihg on the survival rudio,

3. Disco pesced Sandy 1 on approximate position for the sur-
vivor, His position was said to be in the mountains very
close to Yen Ful Alrfield.

he Sandy ! & 2 proceeded directly to the area with the Jollys
following. Sondy 1 contacted the survivor on guard just
southeast of Yen Lal. He correctly answered the authenticator
question, and was directed to "Deltan channel by Ssndy 1.
After establishing contuct on "Deltu" Sandy 1 ask him for any
prominant ground refersnces in his areu. He scid that he was
North eusst of » lske on the side of « mountain. 4t thds

point Sendy 1 sent Sandy 2 to rendevous with the Jollys und
secure a holding pcint south of the river in the mountains.

5. The =4 MIG Cup hod & SAM luunched at them from Yen Bsi
which hit one uwlrcruft forcing them to RTE., Within 10 minutes
2 more F-43 were on scene,

6. ot this point radio contact was lost with the survivor.
No contact eould be estullished on guerd or 28228, Sandy

2 wdvised Sondy 1 that &« ¥IG 21 had mude a sweep thru the
formution of Jollys ond wes hesded towurd Sandy 1. The MIG
exited the ares without firing st the SAR force.

7. Calgone le.d (F~4 MIG Cap) stated that he hewrd Oycter
0t B and that he w85 north of the Red river.

8. Sandy 1 crossed the river to try ond pinpoint the sur-

vivors locstion. After trolling for about 1 min. I re-

established communications with the survivor but he still did

not heur me snd my UHF/ADF was inop. I located a lake that

fit the survivore deseription of his area sabout 8 miles north

0 t%&«§3$ river, No ground fire hed heen oheerved-f
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villages althoﬁgﬁ“a:Hy“ﬁsaﬂrasn~cross at low altitude.

a8 Sandy 1 headed further asrth tow.rd the luke, ais come
up from tha ewst corner of the dike, Sandy 1 evaded the
AxA ond Legan heodling scuth towurd the Jolly hnlding point.

Q. The Jollys wwre now low on fuel ond it wus obvicus that
an ingress from the south wes not possible i1 the neur future.
Sandy 1 directed the 5.« forees Lo i.TR and requestad Calgone
flight try to find the survivors axuct locotion.

16. The position pussed by Calgone, ulthough north of the
led iiver, wes south of the area Swndy 1 thought he was locuted.

11+ The Saic forces "TL to chB9,

2 June 1972

t. Sandy t - rapt Honald Smith

Sandy 2 - Jspt Hess Fuchsanan

Sandy 3 -~ Yaj James Hurding

Sandy 4 - 1t/¢ol william Latham
at O74L5LCL Sandys 1-4 lsunched to arrive in the SAR ares at
0930, Yen Fol airfield w.s to te hit at 07220 and ww were to
have continuous MIG Can, Iron vund, and & Fdst smoke and adi
suprression flight for S.ndy t to use as pesded,

2, Sandys 1-4 arrived at "India" point (sbout 25 miles south~
west of survivor) at 0915LCL. Jolly 30 and €0 were I1G minutes
out.

3, The Fast F.o reguested to agein confirm the survivors
poeition aborted so Sendy 1 and 2 hed to cross the ked ilver
and locate his position while Sondy 3 and 4 escorted Jolly 30
flight to ".ulu" polnt (Just south ¢f the Ked River}

4e 4z Sondy 1 and 2 sipreouched the river we obsarved at least
2 direct hits on Yen Dai airfield. Cousin flight (aai euppres-
sién) and paste flight (Smoke) wers briafed by Ssndy 1 us we
crossed the river. Contact wus mude with the survivor on guard
at. C930LCL as ve crossed the river southesst of Yen Fal.

5. Sandy 1 and 2 went directly to the pcsition plotted by
Culgone leed, tut the survivor still could not hear or see

us, Suandy C1 told the survivor that he wus going to ask

him a .uestion and for him to think it over lefore answer-
ing. Sandy C1 asiked hin "what is k.tes??, the survivor said"
¢ jlace Lo drink beer", Sandy 1 said” a place to drink what?n,
the survivor said r"beer-beer?, Sandy C1 eaid "it loocks like
you are the guy we wre looxihg for", the survivor suid" you'we
damn right 1 am”. From then on there was nc doubt in Sundy

01 and C2's minds that we had & vilid, authentie survivor.
Neither Sandy 1 or 2 hed <n operational UHF/#DF_sc ua visual
8=urch At 20004o~3000MS L. was } egun., “ﬁ?ﬁ}qghs
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6. after wtout |15 wimetes 0T Searching Sandy 1 and 2 were di-
rectly e.st of the regarvoir where sas had fired the day hew
fore. The survivor stited that he could hear us ond was on
the next mountein to our north. lie alsc stated that the MIG
Cap was directly over his hecd and wus engaging the enemy.

at leust 2 adn weepons from the e.stern corner of the reservoir
began firing at Sandy 1 and 2 forcing a turn southward. Sandy
1 described the terget to Cousin flight ond without marking
the torget clesred them in. Cousin flight did an ocutstanding
Job on the dike, tut on their last puss 2 more guns were ob-
served on a hill just east of the lake by Sendy 2. Sandy 1
asked Cousin to try to get more ordnance thru King for the
remaining guns..

7. Sendy 1 now knew the survivors location ond decided to in-
gress from the northwest using ridge lines for cover. I brisf-
ed the survivor rrior to erossing the river to the southwest
that we would be coming from a different direction und to be
ready with his r.dio, mi:ror, and flares.

8. Sundy ! and 2 rejoined with Jolly 30 flight and Sandy 3&;
and headed north west in the hills southwest of the Red River.
Sandy 1 and 2 were leuding und trolling for ground fire fol-
lowed by Jolly 3C & 60 then Sandy 3 and 4 to roll in on any
fire observed. .ibout 15NM northwest of Yen Bai the SAR forces
crossed the Red River. PFrom this point to the survivor (about
20 minutes) ground {ire was taken from almest svary villuge.,
No F-4 flights could be raised ty Sandy 1 on guard or 282.8

60 the primary SaR force had to nrovide its own protection.

9. 4t approximutely 1N20LCL the 5™ forces resched the ridge
line the survivor was on. Sandy t directed the Jollys and Sandy
3 and 4 to held on the northwest side of the mountain while
Sendy 1 and 2 got sn exact position on the surviver. us Sandy

1 and 2 crested the ridge the survivor cslled on guurd that

we were flying over him and he hit Sundy 2 with & mirror flash.
He wae about half wey down the south east slope. Sandy 2

begun vectoring Jolly 30 over the ridge and Sandy t told

Oyeter 01 to "pop" his smoke.

10. Jolly 3C tried to use his ELf equipment but overshot the
survivor. Sandy 1 told 3C to disregard his ecuipment and fol-
low Sandy 1 vectors. The Sandys dropred CBU-22 between the
survivor and the aas positions to the southeaet, st 1028LCL
Oyster 1 "Bruvo" was picked up.

11« The esress wes via approximately the seme route to the
Hed River. Tankd were eighted and a train destroyed during
egress. A MIG wss sighted by Sandy 3 but it did not atteck
the SaR forces, GSmall arms fire was again tuken from the

many rilliggea and from the train.
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12. At 1055LCL Contact was aguin made with King who in-
forme=d Sandy 1 thab Mz Cap w-8 enroute and would be there
in 10min. Uisco <geln provided vectors for egress and King
cume into NVi to refuel the Jollys.

13, 411 S.R forces w4 to ch70 to check for damage snd refuel.

J:\z.frw- W \ e CJ

R. SMITH, Capt, US«¥

Sandy 1
R.HE&UNZ,IstlL,tELF
Sandy 2
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1 Jun 1972

SUBJECT:  Sandy 3 and 4 (Cyster 0IB)

1. &it'ing Sandy elert with Sundy C1 and 02 on north ortit we were
scrumbled at 1055 for an -/ downed by migs nrar Yen Boal in NVN, We took
of f and enrvute le.rned that the contact wus with o c¢ull slgn which went down
on 10 May 1972, 21 days garlier.

2. Knowing that Sandy 01 und 02 wnuld be hurting for fuel, we proceeded al-
most direct avelding Sam ring in the "Fishes! mouth" by going directly over
Ban PBan, no readtion had be=n repcrted from there lately and theres was a
broken cloud layer we were using for cover,

3. North of Ban Ban we befan tulxing to Disco getting vectore (whlch agreed
with our T and D fipures) and also talking to the Sali force which reportedly
wga tongling with Mig's and getting ehot up. Sendy 01 was in the survivorts
area trying for & pinpoint snd Sandy 02 was with the Jolly Green a Bhort ;
distance away just south of the Hed idver. It wus Sundy 02's understanding tha
01 had been hit by Mig's and was in & bad way. We'we never heard so many
people trying to talk on sc many radios at the sume time. Soon the Sar forres
were re; orted coming out ut treetop level and contact with Sundy (1 had been
lost.,

L. at this point we went to recde power and consldered jettlsoning the LiB-3
pods to incresse AZEH, but due to the pos:ible mig encounters, kept them.

We got another correction from Disco and kept pressing soon crossing the Black
River. 4t this point Sandy 03 and 04 established radio contuct with Sendy OF
who reported no ¥ig encounters but did report extremely heavy aha.

5. ‘e kept pressing inte the ured unable to get vectors or position from
Disco due to radio fraffic. Qur plan wuas to link up with the Jolly Green's
and Pandy C2 te help them clesr the Mig threut before geoing on inte the
survivor's uarez,

6. aAbout 8 minutes bLefore my rough estimated time of arrival at the Red
niver we came upon « broad valley and large river. Radios were still too
Jummed to veridy position or vectorm to the Jolly Green's so we agreed
they were i ehind us and turned 120 degrees over the river,

71X Shortly after turning we ot word from King that we were recallied and we
advised them of cur plen to escort the Jolly's allowing Sandy (2 to get
together and KTE, due to their low fuel state. King assisted in com-
munic.tione with the Jolly's and Sandy 02. another 10 minutes and we got
visual contuct, rejoined and releused Sandy 01 und 02 to RTE.

B. (ur own HTE and J0 escort home was normal .

Lo € o L 2 @/KJLQQ g é)la{gﬂ

L. SUITH, 1Lt, UOAF R. BxOWN I1I, 1Lt, USaF
Sandy 3 Sandy 4




FBRCH:  CINCPAGALY

TO:  13aF/CC
40 ARASQ

JNCLAS L F T ¢/CC

2EF: RESCUZ MISSION B-3~047 7 Jun 72

THE MISSION DETATLS AND PARTICULARY THE CRAADWING ZR8ULTS oF THR
SUCSESSIUL XTCOVIARY CF CAPT ROGIR C. LOCHER G 32 JUNE I35 LCTTED
WITH BXTRET PRIDL, THIS MISSICH IS LIDICATINE O TiE ZI0IZET

STA.:ID’ 253 OF PROFESSIONALISM, COCPLRATICK AND DESISATICH TC DUTY
isr 1__.D 37 RE COV’*‘R FORCLS DURING ZACH ANl mVESY ACR MISEIOH

anaf ey, [ac T il ST T TS metiasmm
s CUdCIANED AZ Cu}..:.luu..; "CR TELIR IFFCAET

JULEZ WG TRIS '"",... MELY HAZARDOUS AND JSIFFICULT MISLICH,
iS5 L'.LLZ'.’ DESSRVILNG CF HIGHZST PRALIE ARZ THI AIRCIREY MEVRBER

H - PRACERVEZNACE UNDER THZ MOST HZiZARDCTS SCXUITICHS Was
MEERCHSIELE MOX THIZ SUCCESSIUL RECCOVARY, CA2T LCOCEER IS 10 3C
PRASCNWALLY CORGRATUIATED POR HIS CUISTANDING ZTTCRTS IN ZVADING
CAPTURE. PLEASE COlVIY MY PERSQONAL CONGRATULATICHS TG ALL FOR-
ATOTEER JC2 WZLL DONE.
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#2582




DATZ TIME GROU?. 0482002
TRLM: TAF TAN SON Hyur

T0: 40 ARRSQ

.‘J::cms/::

SC2 SAPTAIN STCVALL AND CRIW

CHE FOL L;w*.\r. VESSAGE RLG:; D FROY SECRETARY OF vHE
AIR PORCT IS BRTRANSMITTE GUCTE

TCR C:\:;l i VOGT FROM SECE leﬂ.f SoAFANE
ZLeABiR CONVEY MU DPRRSCUAL CONGAATUTATICNS T THR SZTARCH AND RESGTR
TURCE, AND ELUICLaLIY TC CAPTAIL D.-_\.‘" [TOVALY vn UTC o vy omen

— D et vt e b
Ameap

Vanbifiy 700 THEIR SUCCESSFUL RESCUZ OF u.u?..:xa.: J.JCL:—'. L C:“:.?- JZAR YEM
54, NVN, SUCH ACTICHS r,ﬁfﬂ’um THE HICHIST TRADITIONS OF THS USar
INGUOTI, CICE AGAIN, ACCEDT MY PERDON:;L CONGRY ’LTUT..:ATIONS 10 TCU.
SO We VOGT, GENERAL, USAF

a7

2822



DATE TIME GROTP: 0406152,

FRGY: 3A30GT

TO0: 40 ARRS/CC

TMCLAS/CC

SUBJECT: WYSTZR 01 PRavl

l. S OWISE 10 RATIND MY EEARTIoST CONCGAATULAIICHS 1V ale ThOsE

WG PARTICIPATED IN THE mCOVIRY CAPTADY ROGIR O, LLCHZR, dIs
DETSAAINATION, BRAVERY AND FAITH IN RIECLE Was AZWARDED WITH A

ASCOVERY THAT STIRRED THE DVAGIMAIICK CF DVZRYGUZ. THE QUIDTANDING

P ONALISH DISPLAYED IN THE 2LANNINC, COCRDINATICH, aXd ZXZCUTION
OF THIS MISZTCN WAS TRUELY INSPIRLWG.

2. TO Tdn MY Qr THE XING BIRDS, TOUR CUCRDINATICN, LIEDILTE

NESPCNSE AND KNOW=Z0W CQITRIBSTED

TA-BASURABLE TC 'THELD SUCCESS

W THIS MISSICN. SUTERLATIVES CC\I.\OH FULLY DESCRIZE 40W WRLL

, J OID ZOUR JCB. MY GRATELUL THANRS.

3‘ TO T=23 ¥EN OF 1HE SANDYS YJU"L BUAVERY N T 43Z U

Ciws BOLAFEDS Ok REERJIISH, .Lut..]_i L= _,.u'..‘. oy C'.. ey .‘..\: TR
AGAZN PIAMaD TOUR ZIGH Sm“"D...:\u Dy THE HRARTIS OF TACSSI XU "f‘. o3
G0 s VN OF THE raST MOVERS, YOUT. GALTaNTAY, CONGZRS D I
70 PARTIGIPAT GA'JE ._'\.ESC L THL “:"..’3 _..\1. THIL DINVWLSIOH TnISY =
;CB, I WILL ATMAYS HOLD YOU IN Tie H C:ZZS'" oS8Tz,

5., TO THZ MAINT:aaNCE MiEN, WHO .«.JmD HE LOnG HCOURS

I5
Tis RE3

THE TUOLS IT NEEIDED 70 DO THE JOB. ‘.«O}"" CANECT SESCRITDZ . |
.uD ADMIRATICN I ¥ELL FOR ALL OF YU,
T T e

WIT=oUT WhHOSE A58

TJH—I BILLJL\Y..L.-—I A-l

TR T A
F=ZESVE LOT

D

—-‘\JJ..H_» ol

5. TO THE SUPPCRT PERSONNEL,
YOT HAVE PINETRATZD 5C DEEPLY

INT ENEY AN

i 1 o sl

’F}:‘ld

—
L.

T e
st gy,

ED TC DO THZIR

2
A
-
=

CVERVHELMING

TTRIPIONES

fat

e

SCUE

SUCCTESETULLY RACED AGAINST TIMR. YCUR EFFCATS O ILL XOT BZ FORLORTEL.
7. TO THED IT:..“, OF 1HE JOLLY GREENS, YOUR ZXTRACRDINARY :KPLO.J.
ACFLECT THE VALOR, PROWS SS AND SUF RL.A’“I'IL GGURabsE LY FULRILLANG
ACUR HIGIEST PURPGBE. S RESCUZ OF A4 HUMAN LIFE, YCU MIVE:

CLaSE TC ASTCNISH ME Y IO UR-CAPIBILITY AND T STAND SECCHD QNLI
T0 CrPTAIN .'.OCHEI‘.. IN MY R.NARD FCR LCT.

8. S0, aGAIN INT ME ADD Y PRAISES 70 TiE
MY "‘T 1S OFF TO ALL OF YOU FOR & MaGNTIQ
37
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YANY YCU WILL RECE
NT JCB.

VE,

HAS CNCE
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(€l 1 belijeve that it is a definite morale factor

that every person that flew over here felt that if he
was to go down that there was some chance he would be
rescued. However, I feel also that there was a tendency
on the part of the aircrews to expect that they must

be rescued above the requirements of the battle situa-
tion at any one time and as airmen or soldiers or
sailors we should expect that there are times when

as one person we must be sacrificed for the overall.

(€ Part of this controversy suggested that survivors must accept
additional burdens during extended SAR missions. Maximum use of E&F pro-
cedures was a must. Downed crewmembers could not expect to be rescued in
a short period of time if they were in a hostile environment. They would
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have to empivy the techniques taught in survival school.

(U) Oyster 01. Flying an F-4 {call sign Oyster 01) on 10 May 1972,
Major Robert A. Lodge and Captain Robert C. Locher shot down their third
MIG. Shortly thereafter, they were shot down by another MIG approximately
40 miles west of Hanoi. Although the pilet, Major Lodge, was never recovered,
Captain Locher, the weapons system operator, was rescued after 23 days of
E&E in North Vietnam, During the E&E, Captain Locher subsisted on fruits,
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nuts, berries, and an ample supply of water. Captain Locher stated:

{U) One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It didn't

have any bananas on it, but remembered I could get

water out of it. Just before evening I stuck a hole

in it and got myself three pints of good banana water.
He was also able to obtain various vegetables by raiding native gardens.
Captain Locher continually changed his position in search of cover, food,
and water. He moved a total of 15 miles, but he was unable to make contact
with any U.S. aircraft. On 1 June, Captain Locher heard U.S. airplanes

conducting bombing missions. He knew that when the bombing ended, the




S _ “_?-ﬁ

R R . 8
pianes would egress the target area, and he might be able to contact them.
He successfully made radio contact, and a search and rescue operation was
initiated. However, the first SAR attempt was driven off by MIGs.

{U) The next day a SARTF consisting of Jolly Greens from the 40th
ARRSq, HC-130 King aircraft, and A-1 Sandys from the 56th SOW, covered
by F-4 Phantoms and F-105 Thunderchiefs, began the second SAR attempt.
Heavy ground fire was encountered on the way to and from the rescue area
which was located déep within the NVN heartland. With the Jolly Greens
orbiting, the Sandys made several passes over the area. They then Jed
a Jolly Green commanded by Capfain Dale E. Stovall to a position over
Captain Locher. Automatic weapon fire erupted from a nearby building,
but was silenced by the miniguns on the Jo!ly Green. The flight engineer
lowered the jungle penetrator and Captain Locher climbed on. Captain
Locher stated, "It sure is a good feeling to get that penetrator, strap
it on, give them a thunbs-up and hang on.””8 Captain Locher was brought
on board and the helicopter began the long trip home.

(U) During the return trip, the task force encountered enemy fire
from villages, trucks, and a train. One A-1 Sandy from the 1st Special
Operations Squadron (S0S) of the 56th SOW, attacked the train using bombs,
20mm cannons, and rockets. The pilot stated thal‘c:”9

(U) There was a pretty good gunner firing tracers up
on either side of me as I went in. I finally put two
rockets into the engine and the steam shot up about
300 feet. It was a beautiful sight.

Other Sandys made passes along the train and left al! of the cars burning

or destroyed.

1
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vet 4, 2ARRGp Historicad Input T oopr - 20 Jun 72
Atpendix IX

3i:5 in which Det 4 has part!cipated

KISSIOH DATE SAVES
SPECTRE 22 1 Apr 15 ccmbat
BAT 21 & Apr 1 oombet.
BLUE GHOST 39 2 Apr® -
BLUE GHOST 28 2 Apr 2 comliat
PAVE NAIL 23# 3 Apr 1 oswbet
VIMPIRE 46 4L Apr 1 new-cambat
JOLLY GHEN 67 h Apr - S
COVRY 282 7 ApT - .
BRMGAL 502 9 Apr 1 emttat
NUSKET 01 9 Apr 2 oomtut
COSMIC 16 20 Apr 1 sombat
TAMPIRL 50 22 Apr 1 ooubbat
SCORPIAN 115 2G Apr -
COACHMNAN 22 29 Apr i combat
RED HAWK 6 29 Apr L oomeat
ICERAG O4 11 May -
QOPHER Ot 11 Mgy -
BOWLEG 02 20 May 1 eoubst
OWL 14 23 May - .
OYSTER O1 1 Jun 1 oombyak :
LOVER 03 i Jun 2 combet
RITAOT 13 Jun - ,
cathay airlines convair 880 (5 Jun - .,
SPECTRR 11 18 Jun 3 omibed -
HOBO ‘32 : 18 Jun -
3ANDY 7 20 Jun 1 subeb
CKEEL 102 20 Jun 1 ottgteh
WOLER 03 2t Jun - o
SALSER 04 2, Jun -
CHAPPAKANA SKY 24 Jun ! i
e o, 2 b | e
LOLCY O3 2L, Jun - TR
LAREDO 7 25 Jun - '

PALEY O1 27 Jun -

TROY 04 27 Jun -

YALERT O3 27 Jun i othbat
YALRNT Q4 27 Jun 1 eoubill
ooy 7 30 Jun 1 c“u'



LOth AR Sq Histary 1 April = 30 Jum 1972

NUMBRR
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
184

189
150

APP WRDTX
Combat Sawss
JRVIVR DATR
Capt Martin J, Jacohs 9 A 72
Capt William M, Banks 9 Apr 72
Maj Clyde Srdth 13 Apr 72
11t =rmeat 3, Clark <3 Apr 72
1 Lt Joln D. Markle 20 Nay T2
Capt Roger C, Locher 2 Jun 72
Cxk Janna Davis 21 Jun 72

Maj Rabert Millar 27 Jun T2
53gt Charlea O, McGrath 21 Jun 72
Capt Lym A, Alkman 21 Jun 2

Nono Canbat Saves

Unkntown 13 Ape 72
Lt Namy 8 Jun 2

Madical 2yacuatims

Unknom 2 A 72
Unknown 23 May T2
Unknown 24 May T2
Unknown L, Jun 72

MISSION
Husiet O1
Musket 01
Benzal 5
Cosmic 16
Jowlez 02
Cyster Ol
Mickal 102
Valent O3
Jolly Cresn 73

Valent 04

B-3-032
B=3-52

B-3.-026
B-3-042
B-3-043
B=3=-05C



Teo: "Ecbert LaFointe", rliapcinte

From: "Don Goedlectt', INTERNET:dgocdletécyberhighway.net
Date: Z/17/99, 720 FM
Re: Cyster 01B SAR

Sender: dgocdleti#cyberhignway.ne-

Eeceived: from popl.cyberiighway.net {popl.cyberhighway.aec
by hil-img-5.compuserve.comn (8.2.5/8.2.58/2.158) with
for <rlapointedccmpuserve.foms; wWed, 17 Feb 14%9 23:20:22

Recelvec: 'gmall 26733 invoked from network!; 17 Feb 1999 22

Received: from tsl19-42.bel.cyberhighway.net (EELC ngood) (209,187

by popl.cyberaighway . nes with SMTP; 17 Feb 1999 22:17::4 -07C0

Mensage-ID: «002701beSaf4sbllatbat$bsdaaldl angoods

Fram: "Don Gosdlett' <dgoocdlet@cyberhiaghway.nets

Ta: "Robert LaPointe" «rlapointedcomnpuserve.coms

Subject: Oyster 01B SAR

Date: Wed,

oy
A

17 Feb 19932

MIME-vVergion: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed;
boundary="----=_NextPart (00 0022 U1BE5AB9.DY792F4G"

X-Prioriuwy: 3

X-MS¥arl-Pricrityv: Normal

X-Maillew: Microsocft Cutlock Express 4.72.311C6.-

X-MImeCLlE: Precduced By Microgoft MimeClE V4.72.311C.3

1d%:44 -0700

Boo:

Both crews got Silver Starg. This was first use oF ZLF

Don

11714
RO =l

[209.161.0.350)
SMTP id XAAL4C7T7

SORGO
-2700

{EST!

Zale Stovall

I’



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR
TO

DONALD K. GOODLETT, JR.

Staff Sergeant Donald H. Goodletit, Jr. distinguished himself by gallantry in
connectlion with military operations against an opposing armed forece in South-
east Asis on 2 June 1972, On that date, Sergeant Goodlstt, a Pararescue
Recovery Technielan on an HH~53C rescue helicopter, voluntarily penetrated
deep Into an extremsly hostile and heavily defended arsa of North Vietnam

to asslst In the recovery of a downed American airman., At great risk to his
own life, he willingly exposed himself to hostile ground foroes while manning
his minigun position. Sergeant Goodlstt!s superior skill in suppressing the
groundfire being directed at his vulnerable aircraft was instrumental in the
successful completion of this hazardous rescue. By his gallantry and devotion
to duty Sergeant Goodlsti has reflected great credit upon himself and the
United States Alr Force.



MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND NOMIREZX
FOR
THE XKITTY HAWK MEMORIAL AWARQD

CAPTAIN DALE E, STOVALL

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Captain Dale E. Stovall ls a 29-year old native of Toppenlsh, Wash!ington. He
greducted ard recelved his commission from the United tates Alr Force Academy
n 1937. While at the Academy, Captain Stovall served on the Cadet Group Staff and
mada the Superinterdent's st for academic and mlilltary excellence, He was a 3-ysar
Letterman in track, qualifying for ths 1988 All-American Indoor Track Team.

Upon completion of pilct tratning in 1068, Captaln Stovall flew the C-141 Rtarlifter
for the Military Airlift Command. In 1870, he transitloned to the HH-53C ""Super
Joily Grean Glazt" hslicopter and was assigned to Patrick AFB, Flor!da, where he
flew on the Lameh Site Recovery Team for Apollo 14 and Apollo 15 space flights.

Is Jorvary of 1972, Captaln Rovell was assigned to the 40th Aeroapace Rescue and
Rocovery Squadron, Nakbon Phanom AFB, Thaliland, as a Rescune hetlcopter plliot,

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Cartzin Dale Stovall compiled one of the flnest combat records in Southeast Ania
am oa gireraft commandar of an HH-53C "Super Jolly Green Glaot™ Rescuse helloopter.
Tis decorations include the Alr Force Cross (the nntion's secornd higbest decorstion),
two Silver %tars, aed two Distinguished Flylng Croases. He made 12 combnt saves
of dowred pircrowmsen during his year tour, ons of the highest lndlvidual saves toteled
by oes pflot. Coptain Stovall flew on 18 actual combat rescus missiona, inciading
five 1zto Nerth Vietnam, and led two of the despest penstrations into North Vietnam,
sorth of Honol, ever attempted by a rescts arew. Two miasions in particular, for
witl=h hs was gwarded the Alr Force Crocs and the Siiver Star, highlight the hravery
ard datoreination of Captain Stovall in rescuing down=d airmen from certaln capture
or dzath,

On the first of June 1872, Captaln Stovall was fiying the lead helicopier on a
preccotionary reesus orbit (n northsrn Leos when he received word that an
Amoric=n alrmnan, Captaln Rodger Locher, had radloed from deep ln North Vietram
st.=¢ ha had baon ca the ground sizce ths tenth of May, 22 days hefore, when he
wan chot down by a MIG aivcraft.  Althouzh tha rescve force felt that it was a
r'ow to lure tha slow moving helicopters (rto a trap, they elected to proceed lnto
North Vietmam, Aftar flyicy 110 miles leto North Visteam, the rescue foros of
two botloopters and tvo A-1H Sandy airora® stopped at the edge of the famed



Red Rlver, just efght miles from North Vietnam's Yen Bot! Airfleld that brsed
over 70 MIGs. At that time, the ensmy reacted with numerous surfoce-to-air
mipalles (SAMa), antlaireraft and small arms fire. DBecause of the enemy
rozction and confusing directions given by Captaln Locher, the rescus force
was unnble to locate Captain Locber. During 45 minutes of searching, the two
"Jelly Green Glant' helleopters were twice attacked by a MIG-21 jet fighter,
but the rescue force only terminated the search efforts when they had reached
critically low fuel level,

The following day, Captala Stovall lead an all-volunteer misaion back Into
North Vietnam on a second attempt. This time the rescus force of two "Jolly
Green Qlant” hellcopters and four A-1H Sky Ralders was supported by dozens -
of other alreraft, After reachivg the Red Rlver Valley, the rescue force aganin
was gubjected to violent enemy reaction, but after locating the downed atrman,
they elocted to contlm:e and press deeper loto North Vietnam scross the Red
River Valley. This placed the MIG airfield between themselves and ssfety,

Tks reacus force hed procseded 130 mlles Into North Vietoam, just 30 miles
north of Harol, Just prior to orossing the Red River Valley, the rescue force
learzed that thelr fighter protection agnlnst MIG aircraft had to leave because
of lctw fuel. At this point, Ceptain Xovall, the aircraft commander In the
kalicopter thet was to ettempt the plck up, hed the cholce to contimie or turn
back, Ha Immediately radioed that he would not turn back without the survivor.

Although ts reacse force was still sgapicious that they might be entering

an ersmy trep, Captain Stovall faced the task of hovering the big helicopter
parfectly atill whils tha dowred alrman was holsted aboard. AfRter spotting
Cortaln Looher's signal smoks, Captain Stovall expertly flew bis hellcopter
1uto 2 bover over the survivor, ss he had previously done for nine other downed
airmen In bostile aross, A stream of rifie flre erupted from & nearby village
tovord thy motionlens hallcopier, Captain Sovall contineed to bold his bover
zed give directioas to the A-1H Sky Ratdsrs to etrike the eosmy gun poatt!onn
vlls his own heliccpter orewmen retursned tha fire.

Following the wcoeuml pick up, 2 MIG~-17 fet fighter sttacked the reecue
foree a3 they wers crosaing the Red River Valley. They were sble to evade it
a3 well as the actiniroraft gnns that were directed at the low fiying rescus {orce,
Afior 3 hours ard 45 wmicutes la North Vietnam, Captain Stovnll and his fores
rczztad the relative safoty of northera Laos, cowpleting one of the eplc resczas
of thy Vistaam coaflict. Captein Rodger Looher had evadsd capture for 23 dzys,
&d bis reccus was tto socond deepest ponetration Into North Vietnam by a

z2ea hellcopter.



1972 tcont)

1 May 72
11 May 72
1 Jun-

Z Jun 72
27 Jun 72
6 Coh 72
Cct-

Now 72
2 Deg-

3 Deg 72
21 Dec 72

45

Evacuation of Quang Tri. The 3d ARR Group evacuated 132 persons

from the c-tadel in the hkesieged city of Quang Tri to Da XNang,
Vietnam. Five HH-533s of the 37th ARR Sguadron were used for this
mission. No one was injured, despite the nearby presence of
enemy forces. Staff Sergeant Robert L. LaPointe, a pararescue-
man in the first HH-53, silenced enemy snipers with a mini-gun,
When the plane landed, Sergeant LaPointe organized the evacueces

and maintained ground control until the second HH-53 departed.

General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, directed that the
mission of ARRS be primarily oriented toward combat rescue

operations.

The 3d ARR Group, augmented by 2-1s and other forces, rescued
Captain Roger C. Locher, who had lost his F-4 over XNorth Vietnam
on 10 May and had evaded capture for 23 days. Captain Dale E,
Stovall, 40th ARR Sguadron, and his HH-52 crew successfully
evacuated Captain Locher on 2 June, New electronic locator

finder [ELF) equipment aided in the success of this operation.

Captain Stowvall, 40th ARR Squadron, again flew deep into North
Vietnam to rescue two downed alirmen. After another HH-53 was
forced to withdraw from the rescue site due to cnemy fire,
Captain Stovall's crew descended and retrieved the two survivors,
The second HH-53 received more than 16 hits during the engage-
ment, and several personnel aboard both HH-53s were wounded.
Later, Captain Dale E, Stovall and Staff Sergeant Charles D,

McGrath (pararescueman) were awarded the Alr Force Cross,

General John D, Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, ordered a sizeable
reduction in the number of ARRS local base rescue elements and

detachments during Fiscal Year 1973.

The 71st ARR Sguadron joined with elements of other agencles 1n
the search for House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, Congressman Nick
Begich, and two other men, who disappeared in Alaska during a
£light between Anchorage and Juneau. Despite a 40-day search,

no trace was found.

Three HC-130s and two HH-3s from the 31lst ARR Sguadron hoisted
29 Philippine saillors and one pet orangutan from lifcboats after
their logging ship, the San Martin, sank about 500 miles east

northeast from the TIsland of Luzon., Twenty-nine plus saves.

The 40th ARR Squadron performed its first night combat recovery

in Soutneast Asia by an HH-53 using a new Night Recovery System.



















































