
Cobra 23 SAR F-4D downed in Laos 25 February 1971. F-4 pilots rescued by 37th ARRS Jolly crew on 26 February. 
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MC Michael Curtis PJ 	Capt Karlton Bakke Pilot 	 TSgt Eugene Nardi PJ 
Capt. John Weimer Copilot 	Capt. David Heddich F-4 survivor 

TSgt Carlos McKinney FE 	lLt Thomas McLaughlin F-4 survivor 
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COBRA 23 ALPHA & BRAVO SAR 

CALL SIGN: Sandy 5/6 

Crew Members: Captain Roberts/Lieutenant Lyon 

DATE: 26 Feb 71 

FIRST LIGHT EFFORT: Launch Time -- 0445 Local 

Captain Rentz was originally scheduled as Sandy 05, however, he encountered 
AC generator problems in the arming area and Captain Roberts moved up to the 
Sandy 05 position. Mission was helicopter escort on the 265/25/103, Arrived 
on station at 0555 Local. Jolly Green 65 (Low) and 67 (High) arrived at the 
rendezvcas at approximately 0630 Local. At approxim.ately.0830 Local. Sandy 
03 (On-Scene-Comeander) reached bingo and was forced to RTB. We proceeded 
into the area and received a thorueh briefing on the survivors' situation and 
beet known locations. The weather was rapidly Improving and so we decided to 
pinpoint the ourvivors and lay down some ordnance in their immediate area to 
silence the email arms and automatic weapons that they reported each time we 
flew over the area. 

Starting with Alpha, he reported he was in `ccellent condition and the radio 
sounded very strong, so we made cries-cros; low altitude passes over his 
area until we were positive about the position within about 15 meters. As it 
turns out later, the 	position I briefed to Captain Rentz WAS approximately 
25 meters southeast of the actual position he eate aileked up at, Each time I 
passed over his position he called ground fire from a position over a small hill 
and directly west of his position. 

Moving over to Bravo's position alely two low altitude passes were required to 
pinpoint his position which turned out during the pick-up to be exact. He 
stated that light/sporadic gun fire -was coming from somewhere north of hie 
position, but I was not able to locate this reaction. 

Sandy 07/08 (Captain Rentz) arrived in the area at this time and I began to 
brief him on the positions di' the friendly and enemy forces and the survivors 
position as known at that time. I marked the known area of the gunfire west of 
Alpha's position and passed the On-Scene-Command to CaptaineRentz at about pr.99L.. 

I.. suggested that he use our ordnance to try to quell the gunfire in the area 
around Alpha and he agreed. Lt Lyon and delivered C811-25, Rockets, and 2.0ma 
in that area before begining to RTB. 

RTB to NV at 1005 local -- No further incident. 

Philip A. .Roberta, Captain, USAF 
SANDY 05 
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SAR POT!. COBRA 23 A & 3 

STATMENT OF SANDY 05/06/ADAMS/TATEISHT 	
25 Feb 71 

&t 1430 L on the 25 Feb 71, Sandy 5 & 6 were preparing to launch on their 
normal J-orbit when they received a call from King that an aircraft had gone down. They were instructed to rendezvous at 265/32/103. The Sandy toOkoff and were given further information to cross the route structure where the least 
possible chance of ground fire existed. Despite thunderstorms enroute they managed to rendezvous with the Jolly Green helicopters and provided escort for them. Sandy's 9 & 10 were on scene and on one pass Sandy 10 took ground fire and was going to return to base. King advised Sandy 6 to take over for Sandy 10 and continue the search. 

sandy 6 arrived on scene and replaced Sandy 10. The weather over the survivors made it virtually impossible for a search to start so Sandy 9 & 6 orbited 
south of the survivors approximate position. During this time, several probes of the survivors area were attempted when it seemed as though the weather was 
breaking. Air burstavere sighted periodically and ground fire was evident from 
the frt.ts Sandy 10 took and the tracers coming up from the West of the survivors'. 

'Erne weather broke with ceiling of 4000' ma]. and Sandy 9 was about to show-' 
Sandy 6 the approximate positions of the survivoro when Sandy 9 reported taking 
ground fire. He withdrew to the South and Sandy 6 looked him over. Sandy 9 was streaming fuel from his stub tank from 2 places and from his centerline fuel , tank from 3 spots. He also had holes in the wing and Sandy 6 advised Sandy 9 	• of his aircraft status. Sandy 9 reported to King and told King that he was 
going to return to base. 

Sandy 6 was placed on scene commander and t %ad for Sandy 5 to join him. 
Men Sandy 5 arrived on scene a FAC who kne where the survivors were attempt-ed to show Sandy 5 ee 6 where they were. On the initial pass intensive ground fire was seen and because the location of the survivors were unknown, no ordnance was expended. A scheduled are lite was about to commence and King advised the 
Sandy and FAC pilots to head East. 

After the strike Was over Sandy's 5&6 returned to the area and took intensive . ground fire from small arms, autc6atic weapons, AAA and a tank, West of the survivors. The Sandy's then deterr d eed that it was getting too dark for a: .11 
pickup attempt and ground fire madeAt unfeasible. Sandy 6 the proceeded to

. !' 'bed down' the survivors and instruCted them to hidevell and conserve their. batters. 

Sandy 6 
instructed King to have the FAC'S who were on scene to be there at 

first light and also have some type of aircraft to be over head of the survivors if they wanted to talk_ 

3andy 5tt6 then returned to base through thunderstorms and landed at NKP. jpOn aircraft post'flight Sandy 6 had received a small arms hole in the rieht.:; . 	. - 

4o: MIS X. TATSISHI, lit- ttp USAF ' landy 
itch 5. 
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C4fitftittrIAL 
COBRA 21 AlPhA & Bravo 

STATEMENT OF SANDY 07/08 HENTZ/FHILLIFS 	 26 Feb 1971 

Sandy 07 & 08 were scrambled to replace Sandy 03 & 04 as the low 
and high Sandy respectively. However, by the time we arrived over the 
survivors position Sandy 03 & 04 had RTB'd to channel 89 because of low 
fuel and King had 'turned the on scene command over to Sandy 05 & 06 
(Roberts P./4012). Sandy 05 gave ma a detailed briefing on the positions 
of the many friendlies in the general area the areas where he had received 
ground fire, and then the position of theAwo survivors. Sandy 05 turned 
over on scene command to me at about 0900 or 0915 NKP time. King informed me that Hammer 54 1  a Fhc, was holding in the area and was available for use 
at anytime. Sandy 09 & 10 artived to orbit with the Jollies. I had learned 
from my briefing that both the survivors were in igood condition and had all 
the standard survival equipment. Hy first tade:to expend Sandy 05 & 06 in 
the area of known ground fire around Alpha's position. My second task was 
to try and pinpoint both Alpha's & Bravo's position. Already knowing their 
approximate positions I started with Alpha. I made several low passes 
around and finally directly over his position. Even though I was having ' 
difficulty reading Alhpa's transmission my winguan and I were able to 
communicate with him and mark his position by using prominent terrain' 
features. When I made every low pass millpha I asked him to listen for 
any ground fire that may come up. On almost every pass especially when I . 
passed over him and flew to the northwest of his position he told me he • 
could hear what he thought to be small arms or automatic type fire. And. on one of my pull-offs over the top of the ridge to the Northwest I saw - 
flashes from what appeartid to me to be a 12.7. I told Alpha to stand-by, 
and keep his head down and that I was going to mark the' ground fire with 
a WP rocket and if he could see the smoke to tell me if that was the area 
from which the ground fire was coming. Alpha's view was blocked by a 
small rise of ground and he could not see the smoke but he had heard the 
rocket hit and said it was in the right area. This area was about 75 to.„ :  150 meters Northwest of Alpha. The 12.7 was on top of the ridge that over-
looked Alpha's position. 300 meters away. I knew now that the whole top 
of the ridge above Alpha & Bravo's position would have to be sterilized. But first I wanted to pinpoint Bravo's position and Check out the area in 
his immediate vicinity. I repeated the trolling process over Bravo who 
was located about 150-200 meters North Northeast of Alpha. Alpha was about 

way up the hill and Bravo about + way up. Bravo reported negative ground 
fire near his location at least nothing within hearing.distance. Let me -7- 

 say now that I saw Bravo's parachute hanging in a tree on one of my low • 
passes and used that to help keep myself oriented to Bravo's position which 
was about 75 to 100 meters South of his chute down the hill- 

I asked King what was available in the form of strike aircraft and 
King said there were two flights (Cobra?) of 7-4 on station with wall to wall. 
Napalm. I made contact with Hammer 54 who was orbiting overhead and and 
had been watching me and asked him to direct-the fast movers to expend their napalm along the tap of the ridge, I put:. down three Wrookete to mark the 
area I wanted hit. Hammer-54 had a laililon.Htravo.le Chute. •...• 

" 
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'So we agreed to restrict the run-in heading from the Northwest to Southwest 
which paralleled the t4p of the ridge line._ While Hammer 54 briefed the . fast movers, 	my wingman and I made two passes delivering rockets and 
CBU-25 in the arsa.75 to 100 meters Northwest of Alpha. Than we held to the 
South while the fast movers delivered their ordinance. All of their ordnance 
was directly on target and the whole top of the ridge line was in flame. 
After the smoke cleared I made many passes along the ridge but received no • 
ground fire and couldn't find any sign of the enemy. I also made several more 
passes over Alpha and he reported no ground fire. 

At this time I realized that WO would be ready for a piekup possibly 
within an hour so I began formulating a plan. There were friendly forces 
in the area it the form of tanks, trucks and personnel massed in three areas 
about 2 to 3 miles West and Southwest of the survivors. When the time 4A1110 
for the pickup I decided I would hold the high Jolly (3667) over the friendlies 
and use this as an IF for the low Jolly. I planned to pickup Alph first and then 
go directly to Bravo and pick him upkand exit on a reverse of the entry route. 

then flew back and forth along the route and had both survivors and my 
wingman listening and looking for ground fire. It was at this time that PY wingmnn called that either B-40 rockets or some type of mortar fire was fired 
at me from along a road about 300 meters Southeast of Alpha's position, 

wanted to conserve the Sandia s orance to protect the helicopter 
during the piekup so I again contacted Hammer 54 to have him work fest movers 
in the area. .Sitioe my wingman had seen the area I had him mark the position. 
for the Fee. At this point a slight eeley was experienced. MY' wingman 
thinking he had WP rockets in his LAU Als tried to mark with them. After 
making two unsuccessful attempts to mar with rockets I had him drop a WP 
bomb. We found out later that the aircraft had been loaded incorrectly with 
heap rockets in his LAU 59 1 s. (Now with the target marked the Fac went to 
work. This time snake and Napalm was used by A-4's (?) that did an out, 
standing job. The whole area was in flames). 

10)4+ 
Ny wingman and I thoughtAsince some 23mm which had come up the day 

before may be waiting to get . shot at the Jolly we would smoke off that 
area during the pickup. At t-is time I ordered four smoke birds. King, 
a few minutes later informed ma that 4 fast movers smoke were on the way. I asked him what kind of smoke they carried and King replied that it. waL 
what I needed. I also planned to run a smoke screen Northeast and AerAihwest 
above Bravo's position to mark off the top of the ridge. The wind direction 
was such that neither of these screens would obscure the survivors. 

1 then brought Sandy 09, the escort Sandy, down to the area And left 
Sandy 10 with the helicopter. :I pointed out the friendly position emd told Sandy 09 I planned to hold the high7011y at about 8500 MSL over them and : 
also use a point just East of the friendlies as an IP for the low Jolly tha .  
I would mark just before the pickup started. I then showed him the position: . 

 of both survivors and the areas that we had beenriceiving ground fire. Th , 
with him in loose trail I flew along the proposed entry route,of the helicopt 
to Alpha's position than to Bravolm position- 

tettfieft4+144 
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Cittifiia+141 
I told him that the exit route would be the reverse of the entry. Then I 
sent Sandy 09 to the area of the friendlies and told him to troll for ground 
fire that may come up on the Jolly that was to hold there, and then if no fire' 
was received to go back to the Jollies holding point 265/25/103 and brief the 
Jollies on the proposed plan. At this time Sande' 10 RTB d because of low fuel. 
His center-line wouldntt feed. I also realized that I may run out of fuel 
before a pickup could be made so I ordered two more Bandies. I told my wing-
man to figure ilut a pressure altitude and temperature and give that information 
to King and have them pass it on tb .  the Jollies. And next I started to brief 
Hamner 54 where I wanted the smoke Southeast of Alpha. I planned to use mr 
cBu-22 to mark off the ridge line to the North. (Sandi 11 arrived to take Sandy 
lOts place). 

Then I told Sandy 09 & 11 to bring the Jolly to the forward holding 
point over the friendlies. I contacted the survivors and teld them to get 
out a flare and get ready to ignite it when told to and to be sure and use 
the safety loop on the jungle penetrator. Both crewmen'acknowledged. I 
then told Alpha that I was going to put a dud WP bomb near his position. I 
lased this as a too far smoke for Alpha and also as the turning point to get 

3rave. I also put another dud WP bomb down as a too far point for Bravo. 
This bomb broke up and spread smoke waking a porfeot ecreen to protect the 
JG from any bad gays on the ridge that may have survived. So I did not use my 
CI . 42 to mark off the ridge. 

Everything was ready. All the briaiings had been done on VHF. Every-
one was brought ceer the ugg channel D. Guard channel had been too cluttered 
with the other aircraft. I told Hammer 54 to send in the fast mover smoke '(?) 
'0.1a the prebrief starting point and heading. The smoke was layed. I told my 
wingman to get in trail with ma and we layed CB11.,25 along the entry route of 
the Jolly. I put in two WP rockets in the last position of ground fire around 
Alpha and told Sandy OS to hammer that area. I climbed up over the scene, 
the smoke to the Southeast was blocking any big gun fire from that direction. 
I told Sandy 09 & 11 to bring in the Jolly and lay down ordnance continuously 
around him. The Jolly started his run. I told Alpha to pop his smoke. The 
Jolly had no trouble seeing it and moved right into the hover. Sandy OS joined) 
09 & 11 in a daisy change around the JG delivering ordnance at random making 
sure to stay away from Bravo's position.' held high directis4 traffic. With 
the Alpha man on board I directed JG tOrthe direction of Bravo. The JG also 
had the smoke I had put down to aim for. I had Bravo man pop his smoke and 
directed JG to his position. The Jolly moved right into the hover and picked 
up Bravo. The Sandies continued delivering ordnance on the exit. I directed 
the JG out the exit route and instructed him to climb in a left climbing turn 
that positioned him over the friendlies. I was extremely low on fuel because 
of having to use high power setting most of the time. I turned command over 
to Sandy 08 and immediately headed for Ch 103 with Bammeet 54 leading the way, 
here  are several suggestions I have in order to make the.SAR force and pro- 
cedures more efficient. First, since for the next 3 to 4 months we are going to 
have to use N.e 0 models for SARs) , I recommend that 2 more WP bombs be added - 
to the preeent B model Sandy load. . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Secondlyl all SPn4ys should be made familiar with all the different types of 
fast mover smOL:e. Thirdly 1 I recomnenti that the use of the mirror be emphasited 
in survival training. This is the only way to pinpoint the survivors position' 
without exposing his s position to the enemy. I was unable to see the crewmen. 
oc the ground and igid not knpw exactly where they were until they popped their 
smoke. Fourthlyl I recommend that the Bingo time for an opposed BAR where the . 
Sandy low is maneuvering at lour altitude and at Max,performancvbs changed ; #4,:. 
3 0r3i . hours depending on his distance fromohannel 89.i 

Wf±/_0 4X' 
LANTP4 R-Up ("apt, USAF 
SAND! Cri 

to Nil Dfirrt  „ 
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SAR FOR COBRA 23A & B 

STATEMENT OF SANDY 09/KEETER 
	

25 FE t 1911 

Sandy 09 & 10 were scrambled at 1455 local from Da Nang to proceed to the 
268/33/ 103 where we would hold with Jollyts 66 end 72. We were told 
enroute that an F4 VAS down at 260/43 103 and there were two survivors on 
the ground in good shape. Hammer 40 was on-scene comeender and was working 
fast movers around the survivors'when we arrived at the orbit point at 1555. 
After holding with the Jollyte for 10 minutee we were instructed by King to 
proceed to the 260/43 for a briefing from Hammer 40 who was running low on 
feel, and we arrived on scene at 1600. 

The weather in the target area had become steadily worse and was totally 
obscured by a rain squall when we arrived. We made seveeil attemeteeat 
penetrating the valley where they were located and finally spotted the general 
vicinity of the eurvivors. Sendy,10 was hit in the centerline drop tank on . 
one of these passes and proceedod(ontof the area under the escort of Nail 62. 
Vail 40 and I continued to make passes over the area while taking with the . 
survivors in an attempt at pinpointing their locations. We were drawing 
heavy AAA fire on all passes from ZPU, 12.5, 23mm, 37mm and AK 47 Hand-held 
weapons. Due to the heavy fire it was impossible to remain very long in 
the immediate area, and a definite pinpoint on their location was not made. 
We were unable, due to the weather; to work fast-mover aircraft around the 
survivors. 

was given on-scene command at 1615 and had Hammer 62 with me to act as 
FAC for any fast-mover supnort we were able to use and because he was'familiar -
with the area of the survivors. The weather began to improve about 1715 
and r again went back into the area to detereine the location of the ground 
fire end to see if it would be possible to plan a pickup before darkness that 
evening. I had Sandy 06 an -sy wingman on this pass as Sandy 10 RTBid for 
Bingo fuel at 1645 due to the 1083 of his centerline tank. As I was pointing 
out the survivors location to Sandy 06 I felt three sharp thuepe under the 	.e 

 airplane and observed an airburst directly in front of the aircraft. • I-than - ". 
requested Sandy 06 to look me over as we exited the area toward the friend- . 7"! 
lies. He noticed fuel streaming from the centerline and stub tenks, and. 
1 was forced to punch them off, leaving me bingo fuel. I advised King of 
this and turned on- scene command to Sandy 06. I recovered at DaNang, arriving' 
there around 1840. 

JADE E. KEETER, Captain, USAF 
Sant? 09. itch 

. • 	•'71 
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gelfAMOTW's 
 STATSMNIi. T . : 

SAR Report/Cobra 23 4/13 
26 FO 71/Sandy 09/Lt Wilson 

On this date at 0620 local, Sandy 9 and 16 launched on a, SAR effort 
for two downed crewmen of an P-4, Cobra 23 A/S. 

Immediately after take off Sandy 9 and 10 contacted King, paseed on . 
ETA and bingo time and proceeded to the designated holding point to 
meet and escort Jolly Green 65 and 67. Upon arrival, at approx. 0915 
local, Sandy 10 could not get his centerline fuel tank to feed. A. 
revised bingo time was then passed to King. Jolly 65 and 67 arrived at 
the holding point at approx. 0930 having just refueled. 

kt approx. 1015 local, Sandy 07 requested Sandy 09 to come down into 
the area for a briefing on the survivor's location.. Sandy 20 remained 
with Jolly 65 and 67. During the briefing Sandy 07 pinpointed the 
survivors, pointed out friendly positions, and discusted the pick-up 
tactics. Sandy 09 trolled for ground fire upon request from Sandy 07 
and then returned to brief the Jollys, 

kt approx. 1030 local Sandy 10 was forced to RTB due to his fuel state. 
Sandy 09 remained with the allya and at approx. 1100 local was joined 
by Sandy 11. The escorts and Jollya continued to hold until Sandy 07 
requested than to proceed to the SAR area and hold over the friendly 
positione. 

About 1140 local Sandy 07 called for the pick-up execution. Jolly 67 ' 
remained high as Jolly 65 was lea in by Sandy 09. With Sandy 11 clover- .  
ing his tail, Cobra 23A popped his smoke and Sandye 6,9, and 11 joined ' 
in a daisy chain around him covering the Jolly and laying down ordnanOe.; 
With Alfa on board, Jolly 65 proceeded to Bravos position and picked 

- 

him up in like fashion. The Jolly was then °greased from the area' 
escorted by all the Sandy.. 

SarldY 09 and 11 escorted the Joillya io Spoist Just vest Of 0h.:103'' 
and were then released to RIB Ch 139.- 

IACELLIT L. WILSON, llit# 
8an,4y  09 :  . 

, 

• • 	 ". 	 ; Ib 

• .  t• 	 14 	1 
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