


in dense jungle with trees approximately 150 feet high. There was a
amall open area in the 150 foot trees down to trees - at the 100 foot level.
Below the 100 foot canopy there was dense brush to approximately 30 feet.
There was a hole in the 30 foot canopy just large enough for the stokes

litter. It was necessary te hover with the right rotor blades within-

Lo 2 feet of a tree, to lower the litter through the hole. Arriving in
the area av urs, Pedro 97 immediately started the first pickup which
was completed at 1545 hours. Pedro 97 moved out to transfer the patient
from the stokes litter to the folding litter while ‘Pedro 73 made a stokes
litter pickup. Pedro 97 then moved back in and made one more stokes litler
pickup and then both helicopters preeeeded to Binh Ba, about 8-miles south,
to trangfer the patients to a field ho spital . Pedro 97 refueled and Pedro
73 returned to make another pickup. At this time Pedro 73 placed their

paramedic on the ground to assist in loaﬂ.mg patients and administer first

aid. Ac Pedro 73 departed the piclup point with one litter patient, Pedro
97 moved in to make another pickup. Pedro 73 proceeded to Binh Ba with the

patient while Pedro 97 picked up one litter patient and two more patients
on the forest penetrator., Upon arriving at Binh Ba, Pedro 73 refueled.
Pedro 97 depogited the 3 patients at Bink Ba and while enroute to the pickup
point 1 was notified by Sidewinder 23 that the pickup point was under heavy
small arms and mortar attack. The mortar attack was neutralized when Pedro
97 arrived at the pickup point so I proceeded to extract two litter patients.
As Pedro 97 departed the pickup poiwt, Pedro 75 arrived and proceeded to
lover the litter for another pickup. When the litter was approximately 10
feet from the ground, Eﬂmli... . hit by a burst of automabic small srms
fire from the left rear and frem approximately a 30° angle from verticle.
The pilot immediately cut the hoist, called "Giround fire" and started to
depart the area. Immediately after sterting to climb out it wns noticed
that the rolor and engine RPM covld not he coutreled. The throttle was
jommed in the full open, moxx noinx ,:e._.::.t:x.on. The aircraft required at
least 4 inches of right rudder {o muintain coordinated. fligat. Apmr o::matel;y
2 milcs from the hoisting arca therc waoc a small clearirng in 5 rubber
plantaticn, but not knowinz how zecizeit was, the pilot decided to Wy %o

make a road further west. Aboub thiz timo the m..wt felt he had the
emergency under conirol and he elscied to try and‘Tiake the aircraft to

Binh Ba which he knew-was securc. The possibility of using emergency fuel
in flight was ruled out becowse the throttle could not be brought down <o
flight idle. The pilo%t amd co-nilot evaluzted the situation and decided a
shallow approach anWWt way to land the aircraft.
Clearance was obtained and Pecro 97 stood by as the approach and landing
vwas made.  The land...ng was made with no injury to the crew. The only way
to shut the engine down was to turn off the fuel and oil shutoff valve.

The oil could be shut off but not the fuel. It was discovered that the

fuel portion of the valve had becen rondered inoperative by a bullot. The
mechanic tried to marually move the fuel con to off pogition with

no success. He then considared the poscibility of disconnecting or masking
the fuel line to starve the engine. Then he hit on the idea to drive-the




5] control to the off poziticon with a hammer which successfully

18 _engine down. Uuring shut down iv was found that. the rotor brake
had also become inoperaivive out the blades -coasted to a stop creating no
further problems. A quick investigation of the aircraft revealed nine
hits. Both sets of blades werc ruinod clong with many other ivems.on- the
aircrafte It was also noticed that the armor platmcr in the cabin had

uccess st 10..30..caliber sarmor peircing younds desthined for.
the hoist operator. Transportation wac erranged to talce the .crew back to

Bien Hoa 'so plans could be made for removing the aircraft to Bien Hoa..
When Pedro 97 heard the call of ground fire hits from Pedro 73 he- immediately

returned to Binh Bz, trangfered the litter patients and returned to-esacort
Pedro 73 back to Binh Ba. When Pedro 73 was sgafely on the g:oum Pedro. 97
returned to the nickup point where there were 7 morc known casualties and,
Pedro 73's pararcscueman. I was told bto orbit west of the pickup point
at altitude because the ground force:s were in heavy enemy contact with.the
enemy too close for a.h support. Very shortly afterward, artillery was
called in and the up point was completel;y encn:rcled in artillery

At this time Pedro 46 arrived on sceélie and joined tae-orbit. FPedro
46 departed the orbit for Binh Ba and rcfueled, as it became dark. Vhen

Pedro 46 returned to the orbit, Pedro 97 returned to Binh Ba for fuel.
A3 Pedro 97 returned to the orbit point we were advised by Sidewinder 22
(ground FAC) that the situation was such thot no more exiractions could be

made and the two Pedro aircraft should retwrn to home- stations. Airmen

Pitsenbarger, the Pararescuemen from Pedro 73, remained at the piclkup point.
Upon arrival at Bien Hoa I was notified by 3 DASC that during the night

the pararescuemen and 7 remaining casuelties were moved to an area .

where an LZ would be cleared and they muld be extracted by Army helicopters
at first light the next morning.

Arrangements were made to have an Army CH47 sling load Pedro 73 to Bien Hoa
from Binh Ba for repairs. |

the

Pedro 97 recovered 7 casualties, and Pedro 73 recovered 2 cagsuslties. Nine
(9) combat Were o . JH-437's flew eight (8) sorties for 615
hours.. HH-/3B flew two (2) gorties for 2+30 hourc.
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