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SGT. ROBERT KOECHER: THREE MEDALS 
• • Sgt. Robert P. Knecher, a parares-

cueman with the 40th ARRSq, wa 
awarded the Air Medal, Distinguished 
I-lyii4 Croas ai4 the fifst oak leaf Juste: 

to the DFC. 
He received the DFC for a Nov. 9. 

1968, ini,ia1n in which he aided the 
uucee.dul recovery of an injured lightei 
pilot by manning an automatic nile at 

the exposed helicopter door and supply-
ing suppzsatve hit at enemy 16WI Po- 

sitions. 
Three months later he earned the first 

oak leaf cluster to the DF( for aguin 
providing rupptessvt tire from an ex 

posed gun Vtuun to 4Id htic resuc of 
downed airman in hostile territory 

He received the \ir 'lcdal for pari.ci-

paling 31 in tn mhat .irciew niemhr in 
Southeast Asia from Aug. .4. [9L'8, to 
Nov. 25, 1968. Colonel Ratctuffe pre-
sented the medals. 
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