
 

 

 
 
 

       

 

 
 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE AIRMAN’S MEDAL 
 

TO 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT WILLIAM V. VARGAS 

 

 
Technical Sergeant William V. Vargas distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life near Clark Air Base, Republic of the 
Philippines, on 18 June 1965. On that date, Sergeant Vargas participated with other crew members of his HU-16 amphibian aircraft in a hazardous open 
sea recovery of four survivors of a mid-air collision over the South China Sea. Acting with complete disregard for his own safety, in the face of such 
adverse conditions as rough seas, physical exhaustion, sea sickness, and aircraft malfunction, Sergeant Vargas persisted in his duties prominently in the 
successful accomplishment of this life saving mission. By his courageous action and humanitarian regard for his fellow man, Sergeant Vargas has 
reflected great credit on himself and the United States Air Force. 
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