
 

 

 
 
 

       

 

 
 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE AIRMAN’S MEDAL 
 

TO 

SERGEANT STEPHEN B. ELSON 

 

 
 Sergeant Stephen B. Elson distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Ramstein Air Base, West Germany, on 28 August 1988. 
On that date Sergeant Elson rushed to the site of a tragic accident that resulted when three demonstration jet aircraft collided at an annual air show, 
injuring over 400 spectators. He rendered emergency medical care for as many patients as possible despite the overwhelming sense of helplessness 
brought on by the fact that over thirty people died at the scene and hundreds more were badly injured. Without his prompt action and humanitarian 
regard for his fellowman, many more would have died. The exemplary courage and heroism displayed by Sergeant Elson reflect great credit upon 
himself and the United States Air Force. 
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