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LET I ER 0 1: APPRI CIA 110"- is pr,•.,.: nr..-d b~ the Japan,·sc· :'lbri1i1110: \ gt' n,·~ \ 
Katsumi l\.uz.:. d1 io:f ot th.: r.:M:uc di' isio n. and ) Ohno. for.:l!!n liaison offo.:,·r. 10 
Capt. Thomas R. V(1 n Winkle Jr .. TSgt r:loyd F < u pp and SSg1. c;ar~ I' BryJnl. 
members o f thr HC-IJO crew who assist.:d the \n~lun \ l.1ru survi"o rs. 

RESCUE OF F-100 PILOT WINS 
STAR PARARESCUEMAN 

SCOIT Af--B Ill - A 1:?-ycar-old 
pararcscucman who mked hb hfe 111 

Vietnam to :.ilh an \mcrkan pilot 
rect'1ved the nation's third highest J''ard 
for gallantry here rect'ntly 

Sgt. Paul E. Fatka ot West Hart ford. 
Conn., flew here here from Pease AFB. 
;\ H .. 10 be presented the Sil\ er Star b~ 
~laj. Gen Allision C. Brooh ARRS .:om· 
mander. 

While in Vietnam. Fatka was assigned 
to Dt'tachmcnt I I. 38th Aerospace Res­
cue and Recovery Squadron al Tuy lloa 
Air Base. 

On Jan. 31, 1969. fJtka\ 1111--B 
Pedro helicopter crew was alerted that an 
F-100 pilot lwd been forced 10 ejec t 
from his fighter. The pilot lwd lamkd in 
a bowl-shapo:d mounta in va lley near Tuy 
Hoa known to contain hostile forces. 

Fatka's Pedro arrived 30 mrnutes :ifter 
the alert to find the densely jungled area 
already the scene of a search by Anny 
helicopters. The Army air..:raft were not 
equipped with a rescue! hoist. In the 
dense jungle. they could not land 

The first problem for F:itka's crew was 
to find the pilot. 

"The pilot, in his haste to con..:eal him­
self from the enemy. had not turned off 
the parachute beacon whid1 broadC?Sts 
:iutomatically when a pilot ejects," he 
recalled. " It mterfc rcd wnh commun­
ications to the ground." 

SILVER 
fireg an~ llart' 

The Jt111gk o,·ergro11 th was 100 dense 
for the Pedro ,re1\ to see the 1nlot. 
Fa tka volumeert'J 10 ride the 150 feel 
on the rCS(."lle hois1 ro the ground and 
search for the pilot. 

" I was on the gron::d about :!O min­
utes looking for him·· F:itka said 
" I didn"t have a macltc>t<'. ~·JI had to pkk 
my 1\ay through the u nJ,·rgrowth carry­
ing a medical kit and other equipmenl. 

The valky was imerlaced "ith Ctl\'CS 

used by the enemy. Fatka found several 
during his search and thought the p ilot 
might have crawled in one to hide. 

" I found him sitting undt'r a trt'e." the 
parar.:scucni~n said. "He i1ad a ~!'rained 
ankle. which swelled up like a b:illoon Uh! 

ll<'Xt day, but was in gooJ c't>nditiOn." 
The hovering Pedro again lo11ac·tl the 

rescue hoist cable. Fatka plai.:d lh<' pilot 
on the seal and wa tched him reekd up 
to safety. The hoist returncJ. um'time 
for the pararescueman. and r atka was 
soon back in his helicopter 

APRIL 1970 

SQUADRON FLIES 
AID TO SAILOR, 
SHIPLESS CREW 

I ht' 41st Aerospace Re,,·~: -!l- R.­
..:0\ cry Wing's JapJn·bJ~d uru!$ .ou­
tinu.:d their fllUT} oi r.;.:ue _:m1t~ 
in March. 

The Wing's Det;i,hrnem 1 at Fuchu 
AS (a Jornt RtS.:t!e CoorJ,nJtion Cen­
ter) teamed 11ith ;h ~'I Aerospace. 
Res1.:ue and R~~O"·'!r;> Squ;1dron at 
Yokota AB for 11.q mtS5ions only days 
Jpart tlunnl! -h: ~!5t .• , eek of March. 
Del. I .:omr 11!.J t-01!1 mb,ions with th<' 
J6 th ,\RRS · ~ir.:-c·,.,., J\.ling the Oyin;: 

Tht' J.t101 "~,_J:: on ~larch '.!4 after a 
Jap:inesl.' f1>~:1:,; ·.~,,:!. th<' .-\nshin Mani 
'l/o. 1.:. >Jfu. , •n:: "iJO •nil<!> c:m of 
Tok' • fl·. mi: '' :':~ ;.._.r:~. the HC-130 
crc,;, unJ~r th~ _"Qr.•:l'..an- of Capt.. 
fhom.is !C \ _ _. · _ •. :. >neJ " 
lifr raft \\ith 15 pa, "h J;., .1:-J. 

\IA-I s,•J $Un 1• .1 :..1" .111J J ror:.it-te 
r •<ho ",·r.: ·lr·"npcd to the ratt . T:1en 
l\\O pararcseul.'men. SSgt ~I. P .\1,­
\lanus and SSgt. G. P. Urpnl. p.1r.i· 
chuted to the survivors. Th.:~ ~tJy~d 
"ith the distre:.scd cu" u:Jtil :ill \\.'r, 
pii:ked up b~ J passing ,hip 

It " a' ol'\I\ t\\O J ~" l.1tcr 11hcn a 
mer..:11 .1111 1cs~I. 1h,• Tc'IJ, Tr.ider, radio­
ed for hd 1>. :.aying a membt'r of the 
.Jiip 's crew was .:riticall} ill and needed 
nnmcdia te meJk,11 a ttention. .\nother 
36th ARRSq I IC-130, commanded b~ 
Maj. Gl.'orgl.' I: l.IJZier. fl t'\1 to th<' <.:";.'nt: 

with a 11ight surgeon aboard 
After mcdi..:al supplies were dropped. 

pararcscuem.1•1 fSg t. Victor H. Madamba 
and Sgt. DonJlJ 11. Goodlet par.ichuted • 
to the oc~;m n•'Jr the ship. They c1alu­
ated the m:in \ co11J11ion. provided what 
m.:llical relief the} .:ould and called for 
a helicopter cl"acuation. A Navy heli­
coprcr cva..:uated both the ill man and 
the pJr:irescucmcn . to mect1.::al fa cilities 
in Jap;in. 

The Pedro crew asked the pilot to fire 
a flare to mark his position. Two smoke 
narcs were sighted. then J pen gun narc. 
Guessing that the enemy might have 
popped the smoke narcs, the Pedro c rew 
went after the pen gun Oare. 

TH l: _1umpcd 10 th.: -1," 

The figlllcr pilot later denied having 
ship's 11h al~ boa t and a smoke tloJ I ti:,; r to l. They nwde a, ...... 
the second photo shows them being ut.j .iboJrd the ship in a sn J1. .i; 



