
CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE AIR FORCE CROSS 

TO 

THOMAS A. NEWMAN 

Thc idcnt, of 01c United S.at of Amcie, authurizod by Title  
101,  Section 1742, Untd SLatc& Code, nwardn the Air Force Cr088 
to Sergeant Thomas A. Newnan for extraordinaryheroi es m in mili-
tary operations against an opposing armed force as an HH-3E Heli-
copter Pararcue Specialist in Southeast Asia, on 30 May 1968. 
On that due, Sergeant Newman voluntarily c1scenciec1 into a hostile 
jungle envirorncnt to rceuo it downed Air Force pilot. With corn-
plete di& regard for hio own life, and harripered by darkness and 
concentrated automatic weapot fire, he rcquctcd tbc rescue heli-
copter above him to enter a iarby orbit#  bolh for the safety of the 
crcwmembe rs, and to p rovent 1.hc hovering aircraft from cstb1ish-
ing the sttrvivorts locatiun fur th ufriezidly gruw1d Lorees, When 
41t, J. LIha. ivd, IA J t)) AJU .lALU.iL Lu 
tho £orct penetrator and p teted ldiia wit.h h1d Own body as they 
mended Lu Lh iliptsr. Thrili his extraordinary heroism, 
sttporb airman5hip, and aggresivwos, SergeauL Nwrzian reflect-
ed the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air force. 



SECRET 

87 
30 May 68 Crown 1 Mission 1-3-56 

At 1750H  a report was received from Cricket that Master 02 was down at 116/102/9, 
Cause was believed to be 37mm. Nail 64 proceeded to the area and made contact with 
the survivor at apprax 105H. Position passed by Nail 64 was -XD2635.  JG 36 and 20 
and Sandy 5 & 6 were. launched to the area with a MA of 19301. Crown proceeded to the 
area and also made contact with the survivor since Mail 64 had picked up ground fire 
and his front engine quit. Nail 54 was then moved into the area and also made con-

tact. Survivor stated that he had moved about 100 yards from his chute and that his 
arm and leg were broken and that he would need help getting into the forest penetrator. 
JG 70 was also directed into the area by Crown as a back up. JG 36 located the 
downed ollot and went in for the pick up no ground fire was received. The PJ was 
lowered into the forest to help the survivor. He was unable to hear the survivor 
due to engine noise of the 3G. He then requested the JG to pull out of the area so 
that he could locate the downed pilot. JG 36 was unable to read the PJ or survivor 
so all instructions were relayed by Crown as requested by the JG.  When he pulled 
out it was discovered that his hoist was not working. Crown then directed JG 70 in 
for the pick up. 1nce rn'kness was a factor time was important, The P3 directed 3G. 
70 overhead and then lost contact and Crown then relayed again. Darkness had eta±rted 
falling and JG 70 had to hover in near darkness for approx 30 minutes until the pick 
up was complete. The survivor was recovered at 2000R. All forces were RTS at that 
time. Metric, Silver, Locust, Gun Fighter and Roy fire were utilized by the SAR forces. 

JOHN P. SVEC, Cant,, USAF 
RCC, Crown 2 
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FROM: 40ARRS/Capt Montreni/2787 

StJBTECT: Mission Narrative Report 

TO:. 40ABRS (0) 
40ARR (c) 
3rd. ARRGp (JaRc) 
IN TURN 

1. (U) This report is submitted in accordance with ARRSM 55-2 and 3rd. 
ARRGp Supplement 1, dated 15 June 1967. 

2. (s)'-Jolly Green 70, an EH-53B of the 40th Aerospace Rescue and. 
Recovery Squadron, departed tibon Royal Thai Air Force Base (SAR alert 
site) at 10L to proceed direct to Udorn RAFB (home base). At 1700L, 
information was received that an airplane (later identified as Master 02, 
an F-105 from Korat RTAFB) was down 88 miles, 0830  from Savanna t, Laos 
(TAc..N CHANNEL 99). Jolly Green 70 diverted from his position (3170/52 
miles, CHANNEL 51), proceeding directly to CHANNEL 99 (50 miles, 0400) 
and from there to the rescue site. While eriroute, a climb was 
established to 9500 fee-b, the aircraft made rescue ready, guns armed and 
calculations made to determine hover capability, the possible need to 
-.dump fuel, etc. Weather enroute and in the rescue area was no factor 
except for an isolated thunderstorm 25 miles east of CEAN1EL 99, which 
was circtinnvigated. Clearance into the rescue area was received from 
Crown 2 and, at 1725L, Jolly Green 70 crossed the Mekong River south of 
CHANNEL 99. At 1740L, Jolly Green 36L and Jolly Green 2011 (EH-3Es from 
CEJNEL 89) were visually spotted and radio contact established. With 
these helicopters on the scenes  it was mutually agreed that Jolly Green 
36 would attempt the rescue and be backed up by Jolly Green 70 and 20. 
At 1755L, the rescue helicopters and. Sandy 7 and 8 arrived in the area 
to join a number of F-105 aircraft and one or more 0-2 FACs (c11 sign 
Nail). A later ThCAN fix of 0880, 88 miles from CHANNEL 99  had been 
received and this point proved to be 5 miles south of the survivor's 
actual position. His location later plotted to be 32 miles, 2600  from 
The Sanh TACAN CHANNEL 85.  The mini  guns were test fired and the ramp 
gun Lcperienced a feeder malfunction which made it inoperable for the 
mission. At 1810L, Nail 54 reported visual contact with the survivor's 
parachute and UET-1 0 contact was established. Jolly Green 36 descended 
at this time to join Sandy 7 and 8 and Nail 54 attempted to vector Jolly 
Green 36 to the survivor. Jolly Green 70, 20, other A-i and F-105 
aircraft began an orbit at altitude over the SAR effort. Jolly Green 70, 
mainiei'ng a tight turn over the SAR position, was able to observe the 
lor level aircraft and CR1I  out several ground fire sightings to the 
rescue force. Sporadic and often heavy ground fire was observed from 
the ridges above the survivor and from the valley and river to the west 
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of the .survivor's position, The Sndys strafed and quieted the heavier 
concentrations of ground fire, but scattered enemy gunfire was observed 
to continue throughout the rescue effort. TJRT-10 contact with the 
survivor (Colonel Phillips) was valuable in that when the survivor could 
hear the search aircraft, he was able to direct them and the helicopter 
to his position. His calm directions helped immeasurably in his 
recovery. Late in the search the survivor was requested to fire a pen 
gun flare. He radioed that he was unable to do so because of a broken 
.arm and be also requested grourt1 assistance because of a broken' leg. 
When the survivor's position was pinpointed, Jolly Green 36 made three 
passes (1827 to 1837L) before he was able to establish a hover in the 
heavily wooded, steep ravine (hover altitude 1600 feet MSL, aGE). In 
Tnlrthg three passes, Jolly Green 36 first dropped his external fuel 
tanks 'and then dumped fuel to reduce weight. On the third attempt the 
hover was successful and the Pararescunan (Sergeant Newman) was lowered 
to the ground (1837L). Upon touching the ground, the P3 reported he was 

being fired on and radioed for Jolly Green 36 to evacuate the area. 
Immediately after hearing these instructions., Jolly Green 70 observed 
two tracers come from a position within 100 yards of Jolly Green 36 and 

pass very close to the hovering helicopter. Jolly Green 36 pulled off 
the target, and as he departed, reported thpt his hoist was inoperative. 
With Jolly Green 36's rescue capability gone, Jolly Green 70 dove from 

his 9500 foot orbit directly above the survivor. During the fast 
descent, the P3 on the ground was called and asked to provide gunfire 

information and the advisability of Jolly Green 70 going in to hover 
over the survivor. No information was received and in the interest of get— 
ting over the target before complete darkness, an immediate straight in 
approach was executed. At this time., the forward right mirrgun  was.— 
stowed because of its interference with the hoist. As the hover 
position was approached, Jolly Green 70 was hit by smnll  arms fire. 
Hover information was then received from the P3 on the ground and. Jolly 
Green 70, observing gun flashes from the right, returned gunfire from 
the rescue door with an M-16 while the Flight Engineer directed the 
hover and lowered the jungle penetrator into a smi1 1. bole in the dark 
jungle canopy. After Jolly Green 70t return gunfire, addition1 ground 
fire while in the hover was not observed. The hover location, was below 
the ridge line, in a steep ravine with heavily wooded slopes. Night 
time irimess and no lights on the helicopter provided Jolly Green 70 
with cover and prevented receiving heavy concentrated ground fire. All 
240 feet of the rescue cable was extended with no evidence that the 
penetrator had touched the ground. With the crew giving tree clearance 
information, Jolly Green 70 was turned 10 degrees, repositioned 
slightly and lowered /,0 ff mi 1 t were in the tree In 
the complete dirkness that followed (155L), the hover was rnäinta -ined by 
reference to_-a grey t' ' -"j'• 'tside the pilot's window, 
No radio information was received from the ground for several minutes and 
the hoist was raised in response to what appeared to be a tug on the 
cable • A yell was received on the radio to "lower me" and this was done. 
Later it was learned that Sgt Newman had caught his foot in the excess 
coiled cable on the ground and was dragged_feet  first aboj'fl ft ii  

,Into the trees. Alter being lowered, a call was soon received to 'raise 
1 



me slowly" and this was accomplished (1901L). Both survivors emerged 
from the tree tops and were quickly pulled on board (1902L). Before 
moving off the hover it was necessary, because of the darkness, to 
establish between RCC and RCCP the direction to move in order to clear 
the surrounding wooded hill  sides. The blackout departure  was successful 
and instructions to climb south to avoid heavy ground fire were received 
from Sndy 7. after attiir'5ng altitude, a direct course was established 
for CHANNEL 89, the nearest medical facility.. Emergency medical 
treatment was wim-i -ni stered to Colonel Phillips immediately upon his  
being pulled on board. His left arm was broken in two places and his 
right aria was. dislocated. Pneumatic splints were applied and morphine 
arlwiri  stered in addition to first aid treatment of his minor scratches 
and wounds. Sandy 7 joined tip to escort Jolly Green 70 and Sandy 8 
joined and escorted the slower Jolly Green 20. Enroute to CHANNEL 89 at 
9500 feet, Jolly Green 20 reported sighting gun flashes at both his and 
Jolly Green 70!  a position. At 1942L, Jolly Green 70 experienced a 
Second Stage Servo Out Warning Light, but all systems operated normally 
and an uneventful 1 inuiing  was made at CHANNEL 89 (2005L). The survivors 
were released to the medical facility and, following a careful 
inspection to determine battle dinge and the cause of the Servo Out 
Light, Jolly Green 70 departed for home base, arriving there at 2300L. 
Aerial refueling was not utilized and no fuel was dumped. The one extra 
crew member on board was a meehni  c being transported home after being 
TDY at Tfbon. Battle damage consisted of one small arms hit which 
entered the bottom of the left sponson forward of the internal fuel tank, 
passed up through the cabin and out the upper right side of the fuselage 
just aft of the number two engine.. 

3. (0) The names of the survivors are: 

a. Colonel Norman P. Phillips, 

b. Sergeant Thomas A. Newman, 
Nakhon Ftianoni RTAFB. 

4. (U) Jolly Green 70 crew: 

469TPSq, Korat RTAFB, 

Detachment 1, 40th ARES, 

RCC, Captain Alfred C. Montrem 
RCCP, Major Ahron 4huron±an 
FE, Technical Sergeant Robert E. Eollen. 
ES, Sergeant Larry E. Palmer 
ES, Sergeant David A. Kratz 
HM, Sergeant 1Uchrd B. Laverty 

C46Jc /Y7Z  
ALFRED C. M0NTBEM, Captain, USAF 
Rescue Grew Cortrnsier 
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tS$ppr1a*t.b' 6111.e ALAW Ma. proathi H 
.36 and 20 .rrimd aEP1R at tlo9. 'tth jour Crew 10. at 
eC Ubon. At this tin. Xafl 54 was i the area d beliawd be 112A piripointei 
the ..zd'1s poaltion. Jelly Qv 36  was thee sailed in for an atteepted 
pickup but was uxb1a to entAh119b  iiaual or*.aet with the xurivar,  &w to 
the fact that he was wounded and mnb1 to pop a flare. At 1825 Sant' 5 
vectored JO 36 to ather ridgeline and the eurvivor reported 'isual aont.act 
with the  helicopter. Jolly Orom 34 cam to a bower or the .urvi' at 
1836 and 3red the Pararmon 3pecialist to assist the 6ablod CrIN 
member. 3sdlateLy upon reaching the ground the Pi advised the pilot to 
retract the p.n.tr&tor and leave the area cka to the fact that he was 
r'.c.i'vir2g ground fire. The copilot than reported a string of tracers had 
passed the cockpit. During this time JO 36 had been experiencing inter-p 
phone difficultisa between the Flight SAgineer and both pilot.. The pilots 
could read the FE but ware unnbl. to talk to him. They attpted to tell 
the FS to retract the aoist for about three minute* and, *,en this failed, 
the pilot took control of the heist and started to retract it, while at the 
same time ireaaing hover height. The penetrator then snagged a tree and, 
when it 'biooee, lashed upward and wrapped itself on tin right main 
gear. ThaPJ 'm the ground then advised JG36 that he heard unfrienditee in 
the area and was going off the radio. B. strongly advised JO 36 to dçert 
the area. • At this tins Jolly (k'sen 36 wa tngo ALSI and advised  ft"ft-  Oat 
be has returning to Charms]. 89. Due to the fact that it was gett4ng 4Wk,: 
Jolly Gram 70 was imediately called in by SancV 5. Prior to JO 70  going 
in, the San4ye were able to pinpoint, the ground tire and mads several firing 
passes. Jolly Green 70 then established a hover and proceeded to lower his 
heist. By this tin., the N fr JO 36 had sad, contact with the snrvivor 
and directed JO 70 to lower his hoist. After apprximat.ly  5 minutes the 
heist was retracted with the survivor and N on the penetrator. Both men 
were brought aboard at 1900 and all, forces returned to Channel 89,  larftiiM 
at 2)O1L. Aerial refueling was not ,ittzed. Radio dzip11a was good 
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0) Theorw =abaft of JoUy 

JOLLTmN16(PI)  

:CC Cept Jaws B. Platt 

, 
'3 •gt.L..Msi 

ICC Mi3 EôiardB. lucesli 
ICC? i3  lilian S. Wiighjó 

M3gt .J.T.1herd 

JAMES R. PUTT, Ct, VW 
Rcecne Crew Camandw  
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W. AT]cIN3014, Colonel, 

2 r .' 1. _.0 4 C,.  $ L,ener 
it ommn oar 

-i rcraf ] — 30 May 196 (u  
V5O Slot. 10 NCC(5S*YI 

1. (5) BA0KGWUi4D:  1iaster/KflE/2 F-105 was 1raged and executed priniary to strike  
31/N under Peacock Control with a TOT of 145H.  At lOOH, the 7iW CC waz3 advised th-1.  
Iaster 02, piloted by Colonel orinan P. Phillips, was down in Steel Tiger Sector 
Foxtrot at a point 33 miles w03t northwest of Jche anh. After expending primary 
odnance Ln 3VN, the flicht had been cleared by Cricket to strafe trucks reported by 

Nail 64-. haster 01 hid iade one pass and did not observe any around fire. He 
reported tht J1.a3ter 02 was hit as he began hi roil in on his first pass. The 
aLrcreft c.ugiit fire a it ogrossed the area to the northwest. After approximately 
10-15 miles, the aircrift went out of control and the pilot ejected. 

a. FiC/ilail 64/0-2  Cshii31ied beeper and voice cori1act with Colonel Phillips 
ard reined in the area until he lost an engine due to ground fire. Nail 64 recovere( 
cifely z.t xakhon flianom, CLhr aircrtLtt were in the area and !ajnta:Lned a coritinu'ius 

a 

b. At 19101, Jolly Green 36 reported visual contact with ,Colonel Yhillips' 
ari.cute. Gunset .ias at l92FH and last light was 1950H. Due to li•;hb cond:iJLcts 

-,ad jun1e canopy, the Iielicopt:r had dif:icu1ty visuaiir locating Colonel  
t 193511,  Jolly Ore-:!11 36  lc'tered a p rancuean to find the pilot. Dot car ;rj 
o:rd the 'lieo5ir at 2004F1. i.o around fire ;is reported durin the icn16 p. 

c. Colonel L:hi1U.ps  was t.4ccn to iakhon 1hanoi  tor troatient. late re; ort 
r3vea1ed that he i3 good condition, oxotpt for ;;ufforin from a fr.ctiire of th" 
lgft 

a 1800H — 

ih$ 3nh. 

IOU 
7F CC 'a notified that i.!aer 02/F-105D/KLT r..s Coin 3 M-4 ',.M.1 of 

2. (a) 3:..JJIOE OF 7170: 



SICliET 

d. llFfl - i1ver/2 F-4/U and 1rayeire/2 F-105/J'2T were diverted to the area .Cci 
Locust flight ic in rea with 20i4M. 

C. ll911 - All 3Ai forces were airborne. tiiiating area at 150H. 

f. 182711 - iai1 64/0-2/10KI-ha3 one erine shot up. 1TB I'EF. 

:;. 184911 - Nail 54 replaces Nail 64. 

h. 185111 - sandy aircraft are in area. 

i. 185511 flsil 54 and Jolly Green 70 still have voice contact. 

j. 19001-I - iXli 3 Jolly Greens .re in arcn.. 

It. 19101 - Jolly Green 36 ha3 visual contact with parachute. 

1. 1914H - Jolly Jreen 36 goin. irt for pickup. 

Iavin. trouble get-UnS. visual. 

Pararescixen!an iorered to tssist in the pickup. 

0. 194011 - Nail 64 lands foly at P. 

J_
Q
1Lhfl 

1J
)

T Jolly rcen 36 has inoperative penetrator. Jolly Green 70 iovii in. 

q. 195211 - Jolly Green 70 is ].o:erEig penetrator. 

Eoh ion are on pentrator. r. 2001H 

s. 200411 - r3oth men are on board chopper. Downed pilot has 3 possible broken 
left 

t. 210511 - Jolly Green 70 arrived at i'KP. 

3. (J) CitFT AID ..I!WPJ.1 LATA: 

a. !Ircrft 

(1) Cal]. Sign - aster 02 
(2) Type Aircraft - F-105D 
U) / 
(, \ Tail uiber - 600511 

b. &Lrcrew: 

(1) Mot - Phillips, iornan }., Colonel, FR34373 
(2) Total Tjrr&e - 4E58  hrs 

2. 

R"CRE1 

in. 192011 - 

n. 193511 -. 







Photo courtesy of Thomas Newman Photo = NKP Newman Pbillips2.bmp 
Tom Newman (left) and Norman Phillips in the NKP hospital. Tom's left arm is splinted due to minor injuries when 
he was dropped off of the hoist cable 

The pilot of Jolly Green 37, which recovered Tom and rescued the survivor, had this to say 
about the mission. When Jolly 36 pulled off and departed the area, its pilot radioed that his hoist 
was inoperative. We immediately left our high orbit at 9500 feet and dropped down to a lower 
altitude. The sun was setting and we wanted to make the pickup before sunset. During our 
descent, we made several radio calls to the PJ on the ground but received no answer. We were 
also hit by small arms fire but continued in for a pickup. Just before total darkness we went into 
a hover over the survivors last known position. Sergeant Newman came up on radio and 
provided information that allowed us to set up a hover over him. 

The hover location was below the surrounding ridges, in a steep ravine with heavily 
wooded slopes. We took some minor small arms fire and returnedfire with the minigun. The 
darkness and with no lights illuminated on the helicopter may have prevented the enemy the 
ability to see and shoot at us. All 240 feet of hoist cable was used to get the penetrator on the 
ground. The hoist operator could not see through the trees and waited for the cable to shake or a 
radio call from Newman to reel them in. The hoist operator waited several minutes until he felt a 
tug on the cable. He began to reel in and continued until we received a radio call from Newman 
telling us to lower cable. We were unaware that he was entangled in the cable but we complied 
with his instructions. The next radio call from the PJwas to "raise me slowly. "At 7p.m. and in 
now total darkness, the men on the penetrator emerged from the treetops and they were pulled 
into the helicopter.4  

When Tom later wondered why the enemy did not shoot him as he was dangling 
defenselessly upside down on the hoist cable, he concluded that they were probably laughing too 
hard. This mission was a success because of the great team effort using HH-3's Jolly Greens 36 
and 20, Sandy's 5, 6,7 and 8, Nails 54 and 64, HH-53 Jolly Green 70, and HC-130 Crown 1. 

Weeks later, Sergeant Newman became the third living enlisted man to be awarded the Air 



MISSION REPORT 31 MAY 68, Sgt. Thomas A. Newman, AF16817854 

On 30 may 68, we were scrambled to aid an F-105 pilot who had ejected over hostile 
territory. We took off immediately, and during the flight to his position, were notified that he had 
sustained a broken arm and would require assistance in getting on the forest penetrator. In 
checking my equipment, I discovered that the helmet connection to one of my radios was 
inoperative, and decided that although there would be an element of danger, it would be to my 
advantage to leave my helmet behind and maintain two-way communications. 

Upon arriving in the area, a brief search was made and the survivor was located. I 
relieved myself of my safety harness, parachute, and helmet and was lowered to the ground by 
the flight engineer. (I also left my medical kit, as I expected to just grab the survivor, get him on the hoist, and 
get out of there.) I immediately established radio contact with the aircraft and looked around for 
the survivor. When I couldn't see him, I began an expanding circle search pattern trying to 
locate him. After one circuit without success, I decided to have the aircraft depart the area, as 
they had been picking up ground fire from the ridge above me. I told them three times to raise 
the cable and depart the area before my message was intercepted. As the helicopter pulled out, 
it became entangled in the dense brush, but was pulled free before I could reach it to free it. (I 
didn't know it at the time, but when the penetrator tore free of the trees, it snapped up and half-hitched around the 
landing gear taking my aircraft out of commission.) As they flew over the ridge I was on, they were 
subjected to very heavy automatic weapons fire. 

Suddenly there was a blast and I saw a muzzle flash in my right peripheral vision. I hit 
the ground and almost opened fire in the direction of the shot. But as I did not have a specific 
target, I decided that it would be better not to chance a miss and give away my position. I 
crawled a few feet toward the shot to get a better look, and the person fired again. This time I 
could make out a person, and was aiming to fire (had him in my sight picture and was squeezing the 
trigger) when it occurred to me that his shot hadn't been fired in my direction. I then thought it 
might be the survivor and held my fire. Not wanting to give away my position in case it was an 
enemy, I yelled, "Hey!" Keeping him in my sights. Had he made the slightest move in my 
direction 1 would have fired, as I could still not make out who it was. He sat perfectly still and 
yelled back, "Up here!" As I was still not sure whether or not he was friend or foe, I let him see a 
little movement from where 1 was (wiggled the bushes with my foot), and when he still didn't fire at 
me, I moved around to come at him from behind. (It turned out that he thought the helo was leaving him, 
and had tried to signal them with his .38ca1 tracer rounds.) 

As I came up to him, the first thing I did was to take away his weapon (due to his previous 
shots it was imprinted in my mind that he was an enemy, even after I could see him, and I kept my weapon trained 
on him until I had disarmed him), and cut him out of his flight and survival gear. Throughout this time, 
there were occasional bursts of small and automatic weapons fire from the hill and ridge above 
us. After each burst the pilot would tell me, "that's only the fighters, that's only the fighters!" I 
knew that it was enemy forces, but let the pilot believe what he would (He told me later that he knew 
it was enemy fire too, but was afraid 1 would leave if 1 knew it). None of their shots came within several 
yards of us so it was obvious that they were only trying to flush us out, and shooting at the 
aircraft. 

It was now getting darker and we could hear people moving through the brush 
searching for us and firing sporadically through the brush. Rather than call the aircraft in and 
subject them to close-range ground fire, as well as giving away our own position I called the 
helicopter and told them that I was closing communications so as not to be given away by my 
radio static. I told them I would be off the radio for 10-20 minutes. I then shut off my radio, got 
the pilot closer to the ground and a little more comfortable, and watched the shadows for 
movement. (The end man in the enemy sweep came closer than 50 ft of where we were hiding behind a fallen 
tree) 

After a period of time, the noises in the brush had ceased, I called the chopper and told 
them we were ready for pick-up. As they came in, they received very little small arms fire. I 



Colonel Norman P. Phillips 
12 Thistle Lane 
Amherst, Massachusetts 01002 

24 June 1968 

Dear Mrs. Newman, 

I had the good fortune of meeting your son, Thomas, recently in 
Southeast Asia. Our meeting was unexpected, but needless to say, 
very fortunate for me. I am the Vice Commander of the 388th Tactical 
Fighter Wing based in Korat, Thailand. We fly the F-lOS, a single 
seated fighter used to bomb and strafe enemy forces and their positions 
in North Vietnam. On the 30th of May I was hit by enemy fire during 
a strafing attack. Shortly after being hit my aircraft burst into 
flames and went out of control. I was required to bail out of the 
aircraft over enemy held territory. I ejected at about 500 MPH and 
as a result the windblast broke my right .arm and dislocated my left 
arm at the elbow. While descending in my parachute I crashed through 
tall trees, which injured my left leg and made it extremely difficult 
to stand. Upon reaching the ground I used my emergency radio and 
learned that the air rescue helicopter was enroute to my position. 
Since there were enemy troops in the near vacinity, I left the area 
where I had landed and hid myself in the dense jungle. Your son, 
Thomas, arrived overhead in a helicopter about an hour and a half 
later. Because I was unable to ride the lifting cable unassisted, I 
requested help. Your son Tom volunteered to be lowered on a cable 
through the dense tree coverage beneath him into unfriendly territory 
with no idea of what he could expect underneath. After he was on the 
ground, the helicopter which lowered him encountered mechanical 
difficulties with its cable lowering device and was forced to withdraw, 
leaving Tom and I alone on the ground with enemy troops drawing closer 
and closer. Tom calmly directed a second helicopter to our position 
and meanwhile made me comfortable and maintained an alert eye out for 
enemy troops. When the second helicopter arrived it lowered an 
excessive amount of cable and as Tom tried to prepare me to ride the 
lifting devise, a loop of the cable ensnared his ankle and lifted him 
into the air feet first, loin remained calm in this very awkward and 
dangerous position and was fortunate to be lowered fairly close to the 
ground before the loop slipped and he fell head first to the forest 
floor sustaining a sprain to one wrist. Toni took the entire incident in 
stride and acted as though nothing had happened. He calmly secured me 
to the lifting device and straddling my legs , wrapped his arms around 
me so that I could not fall off as wewere pulled up through the tree-
tops into the hovering helicopter. 

From that point on the story is no longer exciting. I have taken this 
opportunity to write to you so that you would know of and appreciate 
your son's courageous and selfless actions. His kind of heroism in 
our rescue forces is what keeps our fighter pilots going. We have full 
confidence that the young men like Tom who serve in the air rescue units 
will spare no effort and will do everything possible to help us when 
we are downed by enemy action. I have recommended Toni for a fairly 



PAUL P. DOUG 
Commander 

., Colonel, USAF 
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OFFICE OF THE CO:i•.1AN1JER 
HEADQUARTERS 38811-I TACTICAL FIGHTER WING (PACAF) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96288 

5 June 1968 

Sgt Thomas A. Newman 
Det 1, 40th ARRS 
APO 96310 

Dear Sgt Nei,.-man 

Colonel Phillips requested that I send you 
the inclosed photos. 

Due to the length of time it will take for 
his arms to completely heal, he was air 
evacuated to-Chelsea Naval Hospital today. 
He left in tremendously high spirits with 
a parade of vehicles accompanying his 
ambulance. 

Please accept my sincere thanks on behalf 
of all the 388th "fighter jocks" for a 
difficult and hazardous job well done 

Sincerely 





Newman wasted no time 
in getting to where 

the action is. 

Through a growing darkness heightened by the dense forest, Sgt, Thomas 
A. Newman saw the outline of a man. 

Flashes from a gun muzzle first attracted his attention, and as he inched 
his M-16 forward, it occurred to him to hold his fire. It was possible the 
shadowy figure was the injured F105 pilot. 

On the other hand, it could very well be an enemy soldier. They were all 
around, constantly announcing their presence by small arms fire. But even 
if it were the pilot, Newman wasn't sure how to reach him. More likely than 
not, the man was nervous, and would shoot at anything that moved. 

The sergeant watched for another moment and then, even though he 
might give his position away to the enemy, he decided to shout. Immediately 
he heard a reply from the figure ahead. 

"Over here!" the man answered. 
"Sounds American," Newman muttered to himself. "Still, you can't tell. 

Almost everybody speaks a little English." There was only one way to find 
out. 

Still on his stomach, Sergeant Newman inched forward. It was the pilot, 
all right, still in his life preserver, Gsuit and survival gear. His arm was 
broken, as Newman had head earlier. In a matter of minutes, the sergeant 
cut him free of his gear, and administered first aid. 

Both he and the pilot, Col. Norman P. Phillips, could hear people moving 
through the brush, closing in on their position. Obviously, they had to get 
Out of there in a hurry. But it was not to be an easy, routine rescue this time. 
Old Dame Fortune was feeling mischievous and had a few more surprises 
cooked up for this Thunderchief pilot and the pararescueman who had come 
to save him. - 

But some days are like that. Some days you never forget. And the fact 
that this was Memorial Day—May 30, 1968—only served as an additional 
reminder that sometimes the difference between a memory and a memorial 
can be a fraction of an inch, a single strand, or a split second. 

Some men wonder, when they find themselves in a very tough spot, how 
they came to be there. Newman didn't wonder. He knew. Wheri he joined 
the Air Force in 1965, he wasted no time in getting to where the action is. 
While he was still in basic, he volunteered for pararescue duty. About a year 
later, after seven tough, grueling schools that transformed the former high 
school student into a rescue expert, he was shipped to Guam. That was his 
first step toward the jungle he now shared with Colonel Phillips and an 
unknown number of enemy troops 

Newman was a busy man during the 19 months he spent on Guam. 
Before he left, he managed to help save a civilian seaman suffering from 
acute insulin shock; assisted a Navy corpsman in saving a chief petty officer 
who suffered a heart attack aboard a submarine; was credited with 
saving the lives of two Japanese fishermen who suffered severe burns in 
an engine room fire on board the fishing vessel Shoichi Maru, and aided 
in the treatment and evacuation of four more. In each of these cases, the 
indomitable sergeant had to parachute into the open sea. 

Sergeant Newman was accepted for duty in Southeast Asia and departed 
for Eglin AFB, Fla., in December 1967. There he took pararescue special-
ist training in the HH-3E helicopter. After PACAF Jungle Survival School 
at Clark AB in the Philippines, he arrived at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, 
Thailand, in March 1968. 

That's the kind of a man in whose hands Colonel Phillips' life now lay. 
And although all pararescue men are the kind of people you trust in any 
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situation, Newman had a deep inner strength that he would be forced to 
draw on before the day ended. 

In fact, even before he got on the ground to find the downed pilot, the 
situation got a little sticky. Newman and his "Jolly Green" crew had been 
scrambled to recover Phillips after his F-105 had been clobbered by 37mm 
antiaircraft fire west of Khe Sanh. He had bailed out and, because of the 
broken arm and a dislocated shoulder, was unable to get himself on the 
forest penetrator hoist that was to be lowered to him. 

So Newman .volunteered to ride the hoist down through two layers of 
jungle treetops and help strap the pilot on. Phillips was down in an area 
dotted with antiaircraft weapons and numerous enemy units armed with 
small arms and handheld automatic weapons. Not only that, but the poor 
visibility brought on by approaching darkness made it impossible for New-
man to evaluate the area. He was unable to predetermine his escape routes 
should he and the pilot be forced to get to an alternate pickup area on foot. 

As fighter escort aircraft strafed and bombed the area, Newman's chopper 
moved in. It was then the radio crackled with another bit of bad news. 
Because of his broken arm, the pilot was not able to ignite a smoke flare. 
Finding him would be tough. 

Nevertheless, Newman secured himself to the penetrator, and as the heli-
copter hovered over the downed airman's suspected position, the pararescue-
man was lowered to the ground. He immediately established radio Contact 
with the hovering Jolly Green, but could not contact Colonel Phillips. 

There was only one way to find the pilot in the darkness and the dense 
foliage—hunt for him! Newman began to work his way in a constantly 
expanding circle. He had just completed the first circuit when he noticed 
that his hovering Jolly Green was catching a lot of automatic weapons fire 
from a ridge above him. 

This situation brought three immediate problems into focus; First, the 
noise from the helicopter prevented Newman from hearing the enemy or 
the downed pilot. Second, he feared for the safety of the helicopter crew, 
and third, the hovering bird would soon draw the enemy forces to his posi-
tion. Sergeant Newman asked the helicopter to leave. As it moved out, it 
was subject again to a barrage of heavy automatic weapons fire. 

It was only a matter of seconds after the helicopter left that Newman saw 
the muzzle flash and the shadowy figure that turned out to be Colonel 
Phillips. 

Now, as the colonel and the sergeant huddled in the foliage, they decided 
the enemy was too close to risk a pickup. 

Getting his helicopter crew on the radio, Newman advised them to stand 
off. He also told them he would be shutting off his radio for a few minutes 
to evaluate the situation before he called them back in. There was still the 
danger of their being shot down by ground fire. 

For nearly 20 minutes he and the pilot remained motionless, listening and 
watching for sounds of the enemy. Neither man moved nor made a sound, 
preventing the enemy from pinpointing their position. Soon the noise of 
movement in the undergrowth died away. 

Now the sergeant called the helicopter in for the pickup. Again, as the 
chopper moved over their position, it received ground fire. Still they lowered 
the jungle penetrator. As Newman turned to help Colonel Phillips get on 
the hoist, he lost sight of the penetrator in the darkness. The numerous 
vines hanging from the trees all looked like the cable, and Newman had to 
search more by feel than sight. Finally, he found it, but realized the hell- 

August 1970 

• . He was hanging upside 
down 70 to 80 feet 
above the ground. 
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amos A. Newman, now a civilian, 
ceives the Cheney Award 
m Chief of Staff John D. Ryan in 

,nor of his act of valor. 

copter crew had dropped too much cable. Because of the excess on the 
ground, Newman could not follow it to the penetrator seat itself. 

He asked the helicopter to take up the slack. 
That's when it happened! One of those incidents occurred that can never 

be anticipated. Apparently Newman's statement was misinterpreted, and 
before he realized he was standing in the midst of the snarled hoist line, the 
cable was reeled in. It looped his ankle, jerking him skyward, upside down. 

The violence of the jolt tore his radio and weapon from his hands. As 
he rose higher and higher he became entangled in the trees and his leg and 
ankle were wrenched brutally as he was pulled through the branches by 
sheer force. Then he went through the second tree canopy, buffeted and 
banged by the branches, lashed by the vines. Below, he could see the 
enemy's muzzle flashes, not more than 75 yards from him and the helicopter. 

Fortunately, his radio was tied to his vest and he pulled it to him. Incred-
ibly calm, he informed the helicopter crew of his predicament and asked 
them to lower him. At this point he was hanging upside dawn 70 to 80 feet 
above the ground and within 20 feet of the helicopter. Dimly, he could see 
the penetrator dangling some 30 feet below. 

Most of the return trip was far less violent and much more comforting! 
Using his hands, he was able to avoid entanglement with vines and 
branches. But as he dropped through the trees the cable loosened around 
his ankle and he fell the last 20 feet to the ground. 

Breaking the impact with his hands, Newman sprained his left wrist. By 
then, however, the colonel had reached the penetrator. Newman secured him 
to the seat, strapped himself on and told the chopper to reel away. Again on 
the trip up, increasingly accurate ground fire gave them a wild ride, but, 
amazingly, neither man was hit. 

As they flew home, Sergeant Newman took care of the pilot's wounds, 
splinted his broken arm and checked his dislocated shoulder. He then 
treated him for shock, making him as comfortable as possible. 

It had been a day to remember all right. Sergeant Newman and Colonel 
Phillips would never forget it. Neither would the United States Air Force. 

Weeks later, Sergeant Newman became the third living enlisted man to be 
awarded the Air Force Cross. As Gen. Howell M. Estes, Jr., former com-
mander of the Military Airlift Command, pinned the nation's second highest 
award on Sergeant Newman's chest, the words of the citation captured a 
little of the spirit of Newman's Memorial Day. 

"Through his extraordinary heroism, superb airmanship, and aggressive-
ness, Sergeant Newman reflected the highest credit upon himself and the 
United States Air Force," the citation read. 

But the Air Force was not finished rewarding this intrepid airman. Some 
20 months after he rescued Colonel Phillips, Thomas A. Newman stood in 
the office of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force and became the 12th en-
listed man in history to receive or share in the receipt of the Cheney Award. 

The award, established in 1928 in memory of 1st Lt. William H. Cheney, 
who was killed in an air collision during World War I, consists of a certifi-
cate, a bronze medal and a $500 honorarium. Annually it recognizes an 
"act of valor, extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian interest 
performed in connection with aircraft." 

Today Tom Newman is a technical assistant at Doctor's Hospital in Mil-
waukee, Wis. He left the Air Force early in 1969. But this former airman 
has carved a niche in Air Force history. And it will stand through the ages 
as a testimonial to the courage, fortitude and valor of America's airmen. 
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J. P NOCO?LL, General, USAF 
Chief of Saf2 

PIS 0, 

3ON P I1I Colonel, USAF DISTIUI3UTIVW 
Director of AthtioistraLion CO 

]DEPARTMENT CV THE AIR FOIICE 
WASfl JNGTON 

PCTAT ORDER 5 March 1969 
tB— lii 

The Theny Award for 16 i awarded to SGEANT TUOMAS A 11EWNM1, 
AF117854, who di;tingushed himself by oxtxaordinry horoim And 
valor In connection with military operations aginsL an opposins  
armed farce US an HU-.32 Fararesue Spacial.st  in Southeast A5.s on 

O May 1966, On 1ht date RLIRGEANT NEWMAN yolurtaLly doacended 
Into a hostile jurle environment to rescue a downed Air Force pilot. 
With coutpleLQ dird for tis own life and haaperd by darkuea 
*td concentrated iutumatic weapons Eire he requstcrJ the reacue 
helicopter above him to enter a nearby orbit, both for the safety of 
14 0rQTnteTnhrrz qnd to prevent the hovering aircraft from revealing 
the survivors position to the un1rieu0ly &round forr %ber the 
rescue helicopter returned for the pLckp. SERGEANT NUMAN was 
severely injured in the first hoist attempt. Nevertheless, he 
succeeded in securing the injured pilot to the forest penetrator 
and protected him with his own body from hostile fire as they 
a8cendcd to the helicopter. SERGEANT NEWMAN t S courageous act reflects 
the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
W ASh N(i TON 

SPECIALS ORDER 3 October 1968 
GB— 521 

L. D 6L.JU*L vf Ln GlW 411019..0 A P1WL01, A117251p, ic7 
awarded WW Air Force Cio Lui: ext:nocUnary heroism while participating 
in milicary opernLiuJb against t' opposing nrrnod force or 30 Hoy 68. 

2, Jy direction of th.i PdnL, NM J LYNN HthR1)I3 65427 5-e awarded 
the Le j3lon of Merit for ctJoiii3iy muritorlous coudva t in the perforianoo 
of outstnd.g. service from I Se 64 to 1 Aug 68. 

BY ORDER JQ7 TIlE SECRETARY OF TIM AIR FORCE 

JOHN 1t Colonel , USAF 
Director of Admijil LrL:LvoSe). Vicer.  

J..P. NCCONNELL ce';3., USAF 
- 

Chief of Staff 
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Wins.: 
SAJCON—The third Air Force .Cross awarded to allying- enlisted man  was presented 

[Aerdspace 
ecentIT' 'to Sgt. 'Thomas, A Newman, a pararescue specialist .àsigned to Dot, 1,-  40th 'Rescue and -Recovery -Sq. Nakhon Phanom RTAFI. The medal was presented y Gen. Owefl M Estea Jr,  corn-  

nader Cf Miht5iY Afr1IIt coni leered to descend frbni an RU.-3E As,  he worked, Newman  could see nand. . 
. . the jungle penetrator eVèn fInbs and -hear weapons firing, • The othce living enlisted men to though he knew that the pilot was both at him and t the helicopter. be' awarded the  Air 'Force. CTOSr within 'range of several  anti-air. He  could.also lithe people uiotin the iatIoiI'i' second highest  1fl1. craft weapons. -. - through  'the brush, searching for tory honor or gallantry in action, 

After hem" lowered  on the pane- them.- are Sgts. Duane  Hackney and trhtor,  'Newnan was forced .,to:  'After- 20- minutes,-  when the sell M' }{lint,. iso pararescue 
PC scare!; for the pilot In expanding' noise had settled  down, ?Jewniu - circles  since it was too- dark. to see called  In the rescue, helicopter. • . On. May 30, Newman. was told more than. a few feet. ' ' - Again -ground fire was reeeive4 as that a.dpwned pilot had broken his • ,,. - . ••• . 

- the copter hovered and lowered the F.arn when he balled out, and 
be subjected led assistance. The area wait kflOWU told them to move out until he -A he fuined 'to assist the 'to COntain CflCeI]trated. ii epuld -find the downed pilot. . pilot,. NeWman lost sight of th  :d for but Newman volwi- 

Suddenly La saw  a muzzle  flash- Penetrator In the darkness.'-Seareh. 
He  began - to crawl toward the log for the device, he found IL. 
source,  believing It to be the eabIe, but realized  that there downed pilot. His gamble paid off an  excess of cable on the grN: 
as he  called to the pilot and began lie radioed for the slack t. to Inch his way toward him, hoping taJ up. The cable worn lie would no emlstakenjsre apldlybnt 

his-:foot  wastan.. f the hostile - forces, in the cable and he was sutch Reaching the pilot, U_ in
him oU:.lils feet,' eseight by the *nkle. •feof I .ar4'-surviva1 gear, 

he jerked,' Newman 
dropped his weapoji and his radio 
which was se to.hls vest  by a 
strap. He  rose through the trees 
feet first.  He could see weapons 
lire wIthin 50 to 75 yards of him 
and the helicopter.-. 

Entangled in the trees, his leg 
and ankle were violently wrenched  
as  he was pulled through the 
branches Be managed to retrieve 

"his  radio by the restraining strap 
and notified the helicopter crew 
that he wa caught in the cable:: 
He  was already  80 feet In the air. 

As he was lowered through the 
trees, Newman was' slowed 

- by 
branches which loosened the cable 

'around his ankle. Re fell the last 
20 feet to the ground, spraining 
his left wrist. 
• But he 'quickly recovered and 
secured the Injured pilot and him-
self to the penetrator. Newman 
Protected  the survivor 'with  his. 
body rorn the ground fire which 



At 'd item 24, AF Form 642, Air Force Jross recommendation for Sergeant Thomas A. 
Newman, M6817854) . 

through the-brush as they closed in on their position. Sergeant Neuman advised the. 
crew of the orbiting rescue helicopter that he would be shutting off his radio for a 
few minutes to evaluate the situation before calling them in and subjecting them to. 
doeS and accurate fire. For the next 10-20 minutes he and the pilot remained 
motionless an they kept watch around them for signs of unfriendly forces. This ap-
parontly prevented the hostile troops from pinpointing their position, and when the 
noise of movement in the undergrowth appeared to be dying away, Sergeant Newman 
called in the rescue helicopter for a pickup. Once again ground fire was received 

-. as the helicopter came into a hover and lowered the ponetrator. As Sergeant Newman 
turned to assist the injured crewman in getting on the hoist, he lost sight of the 
penetrator in the darkness; aftor confusing the cable for one of the many. vines in 
the area he finally located the hoist line and roalizod there was considerable excoas 
cable on the ground; unable to follow it to the forest penetrator, ho requested the 

- hovering helicopter tako up the slack. Apparently this statement was misinterpreted, 
and before he became aware that he was standing in the midst of tangled hoist line, I 
the cable was reeled in catching him around the ankle and jerking him inverted. With 
the violence of the jolt, he lost his weapon; his radio, though secured to his vest,! 

"Loll from his grasp. Before he could react thu cable had become taut and locked to 
his ankle pulling hist.ifeot first up through the -jungle.' From his inverted position 
he could see muzzle flashes within 50-75 yards of himself and, the rescue helicopter. 
His body became entangled in a tree, and his log and ankle were violently wrenched as 

WELD pulled through th*e branches by sheer force. Ho went through the second tree 
c—opy; dangling i.nvortod above tho tr005, ho retrieved bin radio with the strap 

-. cmeouring it, to hin Ymit, and notifiuci time hcmJ..00r,tor crow ha was tangled In the cable 
and requested to be put back on the ground. Ab thic point lie was 700 feet above the 
• ground, and within 20 Lout of the helicopter; he could dimly coo the ponobrator hnng.-
lag come 30 foot below him. Au ho wan lowered hoad-firnt to the ground through tha 
foliage ho wan able to use his hands to avoid becoming entangled in the trees. Drop-
ping through the socond canopy, hio downward motion was momentarily arrontod loosening 
the cable around his ankle, and he Loll the last 20 foot to the jungle floor, breaking 
the impact with his hands and spraining his left- wrist. By then the survivor had 
reached the penetrator, and Sergeant Neuman quickly- secured the injured pilot, strapped 
himself on, and then advised the rescue helicopter they were ready. The unfriendly 
'forces were firing with increasing accuracy an tho survivor, protected by the para-
rescue opociallot's body, was lifted out of tho jungle and safely secured on the. holi- - 

captor. During the return flight to home base Sergeant Nouman made a thorough inspec-
tion of the survivor's wounds, applied oplints to his broken loft arm, ohookod his 
'dislocated right shoulder, olonnaci a wound on his head, and treated him for shock. lie. 
then made the pilot as comfortable as poosibJ.e until he was turned over to the flight 
.surgeon upon landing at home station. 

JJVPH . WELLS, Lt Colo  USAF 
Commander, 
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