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:L, (u) This report Is submitted lAW ARRSM 55-2/3rd  AERGP up 1, 
dated-  11 July 1968. 

2 (s) On 24 Dec enher 1968, Jolly Green 17 was flying airborne orbit 
in the vicinity of channel 89 when alerted by "Shoestring for a 
possible SIR mission, Jolly Green 17 proceeded to -the border of Laos 
east of Channel $9 and coimnced climb prior to crossing. At 1610L 
Conorczs cleared Jolly Green 17 to proceed to holding area approximately 
103°/60/89. Jolly Greeii 17 was joined by Jolly Green 15 at the orbit 
position and Sandies 9 and 10 were flying cover. The weather in the 
entire area was clear. Sandies 1 and 2 and a Nqi1  FAG were searching 
for the survivor of Panda 01 at 102C/68/49  without success. A chute 

I _ 

sno- .tcd at the anoroxanate locathon wit-n jcoi cçwn 
nut dasoat to be iron sooe other source because the survivor had 
been seen to disaDDear into the trees in a different lace. As zio 
contact was nadth  the survivor, the SIR forces were return to base 
aT/jL, landing at 16301. A ,first 1i effort was planned for the 
following norning and at 0515L, Jolly Green 17 (lc) and 09 (high), 
depar.ed Channel 89 for the sane holding point. The holding area was 
reached at 0555L with Sandies 3 and h. escorting the helicopters. Sandies 
I and 2 and a Nail FAG were conducting the search. Still, 
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Jolly Green 17 in for a look at the chute was nade to determine from the 
air whether ancne was in the harness Before any action could be 
startu, anuy aeveloped trouble with one of his wing ports coning 
open causing hin to have to RTB to Channel 89. He was escorted by Sandy 
1. It was decided to wait until Sandies 7 and S arrived to replace 1 
and 2. Sandies 7 and 8 ari'ived on scene and took over for 3 and  4 who 
went to the scene with Sandy 1, to be shown the location of the chute. 
Everything was set and Jolly Green 17 and 09 moved from the holding po:Lnt 
and crossed route 911 to high karot INE of the scere. Jolly Green 17 
dr=)ea tits and connenced descent at conroxinately 0315L. after arrival 
at tree top level, Sandies and the N1 FAG tried to vector Jolly Green 
17 to the chute but could not do so as they had lost sight of the 
location. After several minutes of tree top flytng, Jolly Green 17 was 
told to clin'b back out until the chute could be relocated. s the clin'o 
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out was initiated one of the Sandies sotted the chute again and was 
able to vector Jolly Green 17 o ne Iation. At approxixnate'ly 0825L 
Jolly Green 17 came to a hover over the chute. The Flight Engineer and 
Pararescue Specialist re orted seeing a man hanging in the harness, inert 
and helmetless. There had been no ground fire or sighting of any 
personnel by any of the SR forces up to this time. The Pararescue 
Technician, á1G Charles I). King, volirnteered to descend. on lhe onetrator 
to recover the pilot. As the hoist sti'ted down the chute was dislodged 
by rotor blast and fell to the jungle floor. Jolly Green 17 was hovering 
in the tree tops approximately 125 feet above ground. The area of hover 
was covered by a double jungle canopy with a dense jungle under-growth 
allowing only occasional glimpses of the ground. The Flight Engineer, 
Technical Sergeant Jerome N. Casey, stated that after Airman King was 
lowered to the ground, be asked for more slack and dragged the penetrator 
to a distance of about 30 feet through the underbrush and under ' a large 
fallen tree or large branch to teineij ni1ot4  He released the chute 
and attached the man to the penetrator. Then called for up hoist and vas 
using the hoist to drag the man over to the area beneath the helicopter, 
While he still had about 10 feet to go, automatic weanons fire broke  oet  
and Airman King was he.. t. 11 • Pra hit —Iá hit Pull up Pull unli. 
At the same time dolly Green 17 started taking hits in the  forr • 
of the n,  7-i cabin area from directly beneath the heliçer. The pilot 
innedatelT initiated a eIö oUor te Hover, The nenetrator snagged 
and snauned the cable after nulling the hoist loose from its mounts. 
Jolly Green 17 climbed to altitude and returned to base. Airman King was 
left on the around. His condition is unknown as no further act  
made witn him tnough the SR force remained in the area until 1000L. The 
above actions took nlace between 08'251  =.d 030L.  The weather during the 
entire mission was clear, viibiity unrestricted with light winds. 
Jolly Green 15 rid 16 were dinpatched at 0805L as back-up and arrived i-i 
the holding area at approximately 045L. The condition of the pilot in 
the chute was never determined due to the attack on irman King and Jolly 
Green 17. No suiving crew member of Jolly Green 17 ever saw the enerj 
personnel doing the firing. Aian Kins warnin7 to null tin, undcmi lr 

Green 17 f heinz shot down. The action scene was near the 
junction of route 911 and 912, tne major North 'hetnanese infiltration 
route to South Vietnam. Rescort, Crown and Nail FC support was excellent. 
Radio discipline was good throughout the mission. The enev apparently had 
the chute located and carefully withheld firing until the helicopter was in 
its most vulnerable position. The pilot in the parachute never did iive  
any  si.cms of life The armor pla 

It 
ting in the floor under the  copilot 

inite1y saved him from a serious wound. Jolly Green 17 was the only 
rescue vehicle hit. The bullets were .30  caliber probably fired from 
K_47 type weapons. Three bullets penetrated thqJ'r.--'t fuel tanks, one 

under the copilot's seat and three in the space between the fuel tank, 
Electronic search for Jolly Green 17 parares cue speciel  at was maintained 
2 days. The next day, 26 December l96, several beeper signals were 
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JOLLY or 09 (iifr)  

Capt Richard Harood 
Capt Roger Gibson 
TSgt. Arthur lcrui 
Sgt Clinton CalTail 

'JILLL1 C. Nj  Lt Col, 1JSF 
Rescue Crew Coriander 
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picked up from near the area. The S.R forces were dispatched at 1416L 
and proceeded to the Panda area. On arrival  all beeper signals ceased. 
The SAR force was returned to base at li1 'anCLIMS remaining t 
the area to conduct further electronic and visual search. With no 
success, the Sandies returned to base at 1620% 

3. (U) There was no survivor on this mission. 

40 (u) Jolly Green Crewrnembers Were: 

24 December 1968  

JOJJX GREEN L.  (Lo)  

Capt Richard Har,00d 
Capt Roger Gibson 
TSgt Arthur Krumm 
Sgt Clinton CaffaU 

25 Deceraber 1,068  - Alert 

JOLLY 0R 11 17 (Low)  

Lt Col Wi11ia Cameron 
Capt Robert Heron 
TSgt Jerome Casey 
A1C Charles King t...' 

?5 Deceriber 1968  - Back-up 

JOLLY i& (Low)  

!!ajor Thom-as Reinhardt 
Major Dale Weed.en 
M3gjt Lee Maples 
lC Barry Hebert 

6 December 196 

JOLLY GRIN 3.7 (High)  

RCC Lt Col William Cameron 
RCC? Capt Janes Oliver 
FE T3a Jerome Casey 
RS A1C Charlc King 

JOLLY GREEN ]5 (h)  

RcC Gat Ja.es Oliver 
RCCP Le Col John Nbrse 

Sgt Henry Burnett 
RS A1C Leland Sorensen 

JOLLY G?EN 09 (Low) JOLLY GEN l r,  (Hjh) 

Lt Lance Eagan (USCG) / RCC Cant Janes Oliver 
Capt Sanuel Wheate RCC? Lt Col Join orse 
?-!Sgt Lee Maples TSt Leroy Wright 
AIC RS .1C Douglas Horka Barj Hebert 
TSgt Dalford Widaer RS 
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- IT iv AS sj'cr TO DECASSHICATI0. 

S2'Y. I7 ORDER 1162. 
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IMMEDIATE ... . * 

PTO372 . . 

OTTCZYUw Rr4MTSNAOUjb 3620817CCCCRUCIEUA. 
zY ccccc 
O P 270800z DEC & 
FM 3ARRGP TSi4 A RJN 
TO RtJEF1QA/CSAF AFCP AFXOPFM 
RLJCIEUA/MAC MCP MAOCOA 
RUCIEUA/AR$CP SCOTT AFB IL --
RUHHA6A/PACARC PROCP HICM AEb H  
INFO ZE)/7AF DO 00CC DI DP 144 SON NHUT AB RVN 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC AFPMSC RANDOLPH AFB TX 
RrMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
W14A3A/CItCPACAF CC 
RtJKLAAA/TAC 'ODDS LR 
WML'J-4A/39RS TUY HOA RVN 
RUMOSRA/TISOC UDORN RTAFS THAT 
FU.V,HO/OL 1 3ARfP SON TRA RVN 
RUMSPN/DET I 40ARRS NAKHDN PHANOM RTAFS THAI 
RL4BPM/502 SOS NAKhON PRANOM RTAFS THAT
R3P./S6C%BTSPTP CBPOPA NAKKON P1nNDM RTAF3 T-(AI 
51 
C 0 N F I ) E N T I A L JOPrEPJIFFY/RESCUE PEPORT/3JSARC 
RFR'ENCE 0L2-. 3 MESSAGES 25/&.834Z AN 2/0177 DC 6 

PE 2 Hr5430I5 C 0 N F 1 0 E N 1 I A L 
ARDl: SCj ISI0 2-3—O.—i3..c (NO7.. k, CM1PT';. 
RIEFIIG OF TST JIEROME M. CASEYP JOLLY GEE'i 17 

FLIGHT EGI E/to1ST CPERATO. REVEALS THAT ±tE.....S 
ppi.T-'ER THE PARARESCUEN54M S o'J THE. FOREST 

PETRATR AT T!-IE. 71:4 THE 1ELTCOPT: AS LT 4Y 
G0uD F1Z .N0 lYE -4OtS iD CPBLE EROE As T LI- 

)PTER 'ULL.Ei uP TO •VOI FUT'-ER ;TTLE DA.•1€. 
TriE H01S PiL cPS WT VER TICAL BUT ALu Vr A 
H VY, HOrU4TL. LIMB. AFTER - LACIN& TE 
rAREJgTLY LLFELESS iC,Y OF TiE PAA 1ILT 

PiiETRAT0(, T.4w PJ WAS TRYIS TO CL--; A The. 3L-' 
Ft0M THE L1•3 1T THE 'rIME riE CALLEDt >I'M HiT> A T THE 
SiE TIME THE HELICOPTER STARTED RE.E1VINb MANY 

11S HZtH NECEShiTATED AN IMEOIAT. PULL UP. T5 

•CASEY NAS  INJUR .biHE'J STRUCK 0 Tri, BROKENØj5 
SO CANNOT E' POSITIVE, 5UT HE DOES NOT 
P HAD TI4 TO MDUNT TE PE7,NETRATER AS 
PULLED ARJPTLY UP4R.). 
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RVN 

IMMEDIATE 

PT 0308 
OTTCZYUW RUMOSRM8S3 3600915 cCC--LCIEUA. 
ZNY  CCCCC !. 
O P 2508314Z DEC 68 )jUEt 
FM 0L2 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
TO RHMTSNA/3ARRGP/JSARC/TSN AS RVN 
RUEFHQA/CSAF/AFCP/AFXOPF}-1/WASHINGTON 0 C 
RUWTRTA/MAC/MCP/MAOCOA/SCOTT AB ILL 
RUCIEUA/ARSCP SCQILAE3_LLL_ 
RUHHA8ATFC7PROCP/RICKAM AFB HAWA 
INFO RHMTSNA/7AF/DOTO/DO/OP/DI/BOPMP/CP/TSN AS 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC/RANDOLPH AFB TX 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUHEAB/C1NC PACAF/CC/HICKAM AF8 HAW 
RUKLAAA/TAC/000S-LR/LANGLEY AFB VA 
RUMLJHA/39 ARRS IUY HQA RVN 
ZEN/TUOC UDORN RTAFB THAI 
RUMHPD/OL-lt 3ARRGP SON TRA RVA 
RUMBPNIOET 1 LI.OTH ARRS NAKHON PNANO RTAFB THAI 
RUMBPN/602 SOS NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAI 
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QLE 0 E N T I A LJJOPREP JIFFY/RESCUE REPORT/0L2 
TACC 
1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT. 
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PAGE 2 RU1OSA4353 QJLLJ DEN T  I A L 
2. 2-3-082-8359 
9 8. 5000 SCATTERED' VISIBLITY GOOD. 
12. SANDY 1 /24/2325Z /1706N 0596  
13. DEl 1 LQTR ARRS/HH3E/FORREST PENETRATOR/25/0127 
14. 1/1/0/0J0/0/ 
15. NOT RECO'JERED, 
16. 4/14PLUS20/DET 1. 40 ARRS/HH3E; /31PLUS45/602 SOS! AlE.; 2/9 PLUS30/ 
39 ARRS/HCI30P/ 
17/0/0/0/0/NOT AVAILADLE?/0/0/0 
1.A-5E B. SE 
19. A. 15 NAUTICAL. MILE RADIUS 1706N 10556E. 8. 1 P08 LOCAT 
ED. C. 1706N 10556E. D. SE H. A FIRST LIGHT EFFORT WAS 
ATTEMPTED ON PANDA 1. CROWN 1 WAS ON SCENE AT 2/2200Z, 
FEATHERED AN ENGINE. AND WAS REPLACED BY CROWN 3 LAUNCHED AT 
29/2200Z. SANDYS 1 AND 2 ON SCENE AT 242255Z9 JOLLY GREENS 90 
AND 17 WITH SANDYS 3 AND 4. ON SCENE AT 24/2305Z. SANDY 2 
LOST A WING PANEL AND RETURNED TO NAKHAN PHANOM. SANDYS 7 & 8 
WERE LAUNCHED TO REPLACE SANDY 1 & 2. NUMEROUS FAST MOVERS WERE 
IN THE AREA. SANDY 1 REPORTED A CHUTE WITH SOMEONE HANGINE IN 
IT. AT 25/0122Z JOLLY GREEN 17 WENT IN FOR PICKUP ESCORTED BY 

PAGE 3 RUMOSRA4.853 _3-4-E--1--0-_E_-N._L_L_L 
.JG 09 AND SANDYS 1r3'47&8. PJ WAS LOWERED BY JG 17 AND THEY 
BEGAN BRINGING UP THE SURVIVOR AND PU AT 25/0127Z. THE PU WAS 
FIRED UPON AJO REPORTED HE WAS HIT' ADVIS'ED THE HELICOPTER TO 
PULL UP. THE HOIST WAS LOST WITH BOTH PERSONNEL. JOLLY GREEN 17 
SUSTAINED SEVERAL HITS. AND RETURNED TO NAKHON PHANOM. SAR cE 
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26 Nov - Groimnet 02 nision continued. 

) 7 Nov - Retrieval of Raven 30 by Jolly Green 17. 

2 Nov Colonel Brie iLi er 3rd Group and Lt Co). 
,jSA. arrived for visit. 

-t Dec -'Rescue of Taxua IIAU and IT"  by Jolly Green 17 (326 - 
327). 

Rescue of Dallas 03 by Jolly Green 36 (328). 

22iDec - Rescue of Ridge "A". by Jolly Green 1 (329). 

t 3.Dec - Rescue of Car4lestjk U4 by Jolly Green 16 (330). 

DaO Rescue- of Milestone ho?. First light effort or detachment 
with Jolly Green3 cycling to prn'rs of Jolly Greens, 

.'?ickupfinal1y made by 37th ARRSQ I  Late afternoon 
scramble for Litter 81. 

l Ia Dec  - Rescue of Litter 81 by Jolly Green 36 (331). 

3 Dec - Medical evacuation from Sakhon Nakhon to Korat by J0117 
+ Green 16. - Non'-coJ1ibat, non-aircrew save. 

i kec_ Scramble for Panda Lead. Search called off because of 
darkness. 

5 Dec -A1C Charles King,,  PJ on Jolly Green l7NL  during  
continuation  of Panda mission.  

?edica1 evacuation from Ram Chit Chi to Korat by Jolly 
Green 16. Non-combat, non-aircrew save. 

-Dec - (s) Jolly Green 16 made a - emrgency landing at abandoned 
Lira Site 30. 

Dec - Jolly Green 16 reoaired and retrieved. 



Robert LaPointe 

From: Forsyth, William CIV JTFFA J2 (william.f orsythjtula.pacom.mil] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2003 10:52 AM 
To: 'Robert LaPointe' 
Subject: RE: PJ last known status as MIA 

Bob 

On 5 May 1978 King's status was changed from MIA to KIA. He is currently 
carried as a Last Known Alive case by DOD. We are still activily pursuing 
the case, searching for Vietnamese veterans who witnessed the incident, to 
date, none have been found. The archival material is as follows: 

IN MARCH 1993, AN ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TEAM FOUND AN ENVLO?E CONTAINiNG AIRMAN 
KING'S GENEVA CONVENTION CARD AT THE CENTRAL ARMED FORCES MUSEUM IN HANOI. 
THE ENVELOPE WAS ANNOTATED "GENEVA CONVENTIONS CARD. BELONGS TO PILOT: 
KING, CHARLES DOUGLAS. SERVICE NUMBER AF16921892. SHOT DOWN BY THE TROOPS 
OF TRUONG SON ON 25-12-68. THE PILOT'S BODY WAS SMASHED WITH AN MC 
AiRCRAFT." NOTE: THE "A'IC" AIRCRAFT IS THE INDIVIDUALS RANK, THE VIETNAMESE 
WERE PROBABLY NOT AWARE OF ENLISTED AIR FORCE RANKS AND THOUGHT IT REFERRED 
TO AN A-I AIRCRAFT. 

Aloha 

Bill F 

Original Message  
From: Robert LaPointe mailto:rlapointe@gci.net1  
Sent: Tuesday, January 21 2003 6:47 PM 
To Forsyth, William L. GS-13 
Subject: Pi last known status as MIA 

I just finished the story on pararescueman Charles Douglass King who was 
lost during a mission in Laos or. Christmas Day 1968. In 1973 he was still 
listed as'MIA. He was presumed captured and according to his sister, Sherry 
King, some sort of hjs identification was found in the Hanoi Central Museum 
in 1993 along ;ith a note in Vietnamese •thich stated had been killed on 
December 25, 1968. I would like to end his story with his official status 
and when he was declared KIA verses MIA. 

Thanks 


