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WASHINGTON hPl-U.S. Air Force fighter
bombers ottocked on enemy ontioircroft mis-
sile bose Wednesdoy inside North Vielnom ofier
on unormed reconnoissonce plone wos fired on
by surfoce-lo-oir missiles, the Pentogon on-
nounced Thursdoy.

An Americon FI05 fighter-bomber wqs shot
down by ontioircrofi fire in the oclion.

Nearly two hours later, the Pentagon said, an Air
Force search and rescue helicopter looking for survivors
was attacked and shot down by a Russian-built MIG21
fighter "in the vicinity of the North Vietnam-Laotian
border."

The spokesman said he did not know whether the
MIG was engaged by any U.S. fighters.

All crewmen of the fighter-bomber and the "copter
were listed as missing. The F105 carried two men. The
Pentagon said it did not n":#i,*;ry"ilq"il"r"'Eit*:T

sources said it carried six.
The incident began when

: an RF4C reconnaissance
plane escorted by several
F105 and F4 fighter-bomb-
ers "was taken under {ire
by SAM missiles in an area
12 miles northeast of Mu
Gia Pass in North Viet-
nam," the announcement
said.

This would place the location
just inside North Vietnam.

The Pentagon said that escort
planes, defending an unarmed
reconnaissance craft, "respond-
ed by attacking the SAM launch
site."

Prior to the Pentagon an-
nouncement, North Vietnam
representatives at Paris ac-
cused U.S. planes of raiding
North Vietnamese territory and
called the raid a very grave act
of war,

In reply a U.S. State Depart-
ment spokesman acknowledged
that reconnaissance planes and
accompanying protective craft
!l".gver North Vietnam but de-
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28Jan70 HH-53 Jolly Green 71 shot down by MiG 
PJs William Pruett and William Sutton killed in action 



E{ANOI F/fllGs ffiGWS{

U"S. RESCUH C#PTffiffi
ffsnst gttffick simee bombfreg fts$e

SA IGON- (AP) -North Vietnarnese MiG int6rceptoffi?tT'il61<Et Ametltin dft cr l tt
for ttrre first reported time since the halt in the bombing of lr{otth Vietnarn 15 rnonths a.do

and shot down a giant rescue heiicopter, official sources said yestetd.ayt

Xhe helicopter was searching for an Air Foree Fro5 fighter-bomber shot down by anti'aircraft
fire only hours earl'ier in the same region along the North Vietnamese'Laotian border'

Sources saicl the two pilots into Laos. *Sonrces 
saicl a flight of h{eanwhileAurerican bat'

aboard the Fl05 and the Sources here said it was three American F105 fight- tlefield deaths in the Viet'

six brewrnen aboarcl the not immediately clear whe- er-bombers from a base in nam war dropped slightly

rescue helicopter are miss- ther both of thl American llhailand were on 6o un- last week, but South Viet'

ing in action. aircratt were shot down in known_type mission i1_th-e namese and Commu0ist

The sequence of events Laos or Nor;h Vietnam, o! IVIu Gia-i'ass region Wed' loses were up, aliiecl heed'

occurred within u t*o-to,r, whether one was shotdown nesrlay when one of them quarters reported yester<

:oan Wednestlav afternoon. in Laos and the other in was shot down by anti- day'
-'A 

*Jrok..r,run i'o. the i-.S. North Vietnam. aircraft fire' (See Page 8)

Command said he has noth-
irg to report on the down'

Sources treld out little l

hclpe that the six crewmeo
aboard the HH-53 rcscue
helicopter, called a "SuPer
Jolly Green Giant," surviv-
ed sir ce thc aircraft was hit
by an air-to-air missile
fired from the MiG.

North Vietnarn claimed
its armed forces shot down
three U.S. planes and
damage{ rnany others
American air raids on the
North Vietnamese Pro'
vinces of Quang Binh and
ftra 'f inh which border
Laos along the Mu Gia
Fass, the main North
Vietnamese suPPlY route




