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troops and cared him the U.S. Navy Cross 
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tin Lhe diTirig. I ofiltrati-on up Lhe S]g ML, U. IT ti) 

pci1icin Norrb onc th 1 Lie tcw LL. Na . AM wmainiri in 
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POIt1t1 rtJ.S. NvySEAI NgrtU I ii Ocrig fla irminediaetly IGiIUInU Me 102111 ra!~mj nilinri. Pii wat m a a m4 mm,  bar Fl 1211111 IJS. 

VjIU ri!i'V SEAL urill I met nriilIfl iern1mdei Nnfris on tht idespit tale 211mmjA No riti.U. I. lcftul HnbIiI.*i vii the rii1itO1April 13. 
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cprdy riJtM GUT 

help. Arid 11* rcN1 of the 
c}1n[iIa1lkk 

Ipi-iii III,-( tU-LI wc [e. JLIL 
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htIiJ But hq  w \içn i,tv1i iIi 

LrLC ili.iU ibcy I'i4 thi iifrj*iJ Lrk em com! rig 1.LLL. 
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sinuke I'i n i ft.. Th crea (L'd R curt w Ii L ii Nc'Fr[ Wild K iel ] could 
then LJ For cover," Kiet and Noi hack into the simp1in and 

dash to theft small outpost. where they carried Hambhton 
thore, gave him first aid and [lien called for an armored perss--nn-
ncl carrier to evacuate them- The APC carricd F-iarnbleton. Nurri, 
Kti ot. and the other two Victnarnt SFLS back to Drmi 1-la. 

Petty Officer Kiet received his N;..ivy Cro ss on April o,  1 976, at. 
the Sand Pint Naval Ait Station in Ran .e. Wash., with Torn Norris 
in Lttcfl.dance. For his part in thc ft'SCUC of Licurcna.m Clark and Lt, 
Cu!.. Hambieton, Licutenant Norris was given the nation's highest 

ward—the MLc[J of I ILinrir. Kie[ Navy Cross ncnLtl1e1es rep- 
i-e ,cnts,  the highest td for which he was eligible, since United 
Slates law d.s not authorize the Medal of 1-In FLOr to persons lint 
in the I S military. The only other South VIeIndmse serviemaii 
at1rJrdeJ r he Navy Cross was Tran Van Bay. who [Li. rved it posthu-
mously in 1967 for LnL'rIng an enen-iy grenade with hi s body and 
saving the lives of L'veIai U.S. Marines. 

Besides the U.S-'Navy Cross, durriL', hi.,,, South Vjetf hH11eSC nuv\' 
career Kiet also eirned thice V1r.tnamcL' Bronze Stars for heroirri 
and two Vietnamese wound medals. Shoi1v after the rescue oper-

ation, Kiet completed U .S-Navy un-
derwater demolition team ( L" DT) and 
S!IL advanced triiin in the 
Philippines. He was later involved in 
combat operations from the DMZ in 
Ca Mu at the southern tip oF Vici-

! rilum and was badly wounded during 
an NVA attack on the Ruch Gia naval 
hase. After ree:ocry from his Nisr 
wounds, he was reac, S I giied as a train-
ing NCO at the Cat Lai Vittrianiese 
navy SEAL training base near 
Saignii As NVA forces neared 

in 1975. and Cat Lai came 
WldLP iritcne enemy rt.cke1 attack 
the hasc was ordered evacuated and 

most naval personnel there escaped by ship down the. Saigon River, 
Kiet went first to Guam. then Camp Pendleton. He was spon-

sored by a retired teacher in the sniall comniunity of Forks, Wash., 
here he lived for I I years while woi'kinr n a lumber miii. He 

became an \rnencan ciw'en in 1984 Lind iioved ki Siii[. where 
he worked for the Boeing Corpor.uioii for almost 20 years bti.i-c 
retiiing in 2005 

ACTIVE IN THE AMERICAN spt!clal operation community, Kiet is a 
]itirne nieni  lie r of the UDT/SEAL. Assnciiiion: the 71ii Ranger 
Regrn-tent Association the Speeld] Forces A'o. kI1ori. the Special 
Operations Associrion., thc Leginn of Valor and the. Republic of 
Vietnam Special Forces Associauün. In 2{ ! the Special Forces 
Associition na m'd hm Member of the Year. and in 21  0( 1 -1  the Mi,1i 
tary Order of the World Wars presented him with. .its Silver Patrick 
Henry .Medallion for ptrioiic achievement. 

Lieutenant Norris .taved on in Vietnam, working with SOG and 
South Vietnaince naval c mmandos and took part in many dan-
gC]"OU'S reC- VT111.11 -o,: u1c0 missions along the coast, in Octohe.r 1972. 
only six nioiitiis alti' the rescue of Bai 21 Bravo, he hadly 
wounded in one such operJt:iOil and 1e ,LtIed, under intense enemy 
fire hv another SEAL. For saving Norris. Eiiginemin First Class 
MILhad Thornton received the last \t'dal of Honor earned in the 
Viet[lLin War. NOTT1S Spent iiErCC years recovering from his grie.v- 

Norris looks on NO is out of camera range I in Bong Ha as an exhausted 
and injured Li. Cal. H3mbeton (Bat 21 Bravo) Is carried on a strelcher 
to a walling rn6dav3c heIinpter. his 13-day rescue ardeal finally over. 

ous wounds and wa-s niedically retired froin the Navy. In April 
1976. Norris was presented the Medal of Honor by President. 
Cieraki R. Ford for his In1 in rescuing F-iambieion and Clark.. In 
t979 he in I tied !he FBI. where he had ad Vsti Rg u i s hed  care-er deal-
ing with terroriisin dElti cuuntcrtcnn]mm issues Torn Norris is now 
retired and lives in northern Idaho. 

Nguyen Van Kiel and his wile, 
Thuy, at a Veterans Day eveni 
in Auburn. Wash., in 2016. 
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Lbam-nantColonci fucaJ I-I bi rnriind In mn  flw Air I'ii'.t 

it yc.~it &ftti h Lfl4J .hted J ri Arioni. V.11FC lie collniiiicii to 

Ix wi liviAll g1 I-{v I md 1 n Seple  mllwrr 2004. 

Airno!'L . ari afierthe itwmnE'- -.ii'. --!'April  I91, rr- 
fjc~cfirjg or- .1Im;ILkir1.•.&r1T1 lbL1 Nom-. LE---,crib  Ni.n'r 
Van Kicu a ikI CJIEL. L]1I couid I- 1 k.  

p1 EII nod, LI coriiidtci in Lti cLhr I WLT ruii q Na rliQ. iLEi. 
i•1. He vcpluntA3cred to go wiLli iic. W. wiiftL not 1uvi 

Iruc.1I wT' hi-m, Trac çü Kic Nt' CTiy.. L.LEc.l. 

"hJ .%1dj-dJ.cf aie pvr.' irirI '*i.'i and w ie T'ip 

were f ae irryffirrairm Io alt, 1j'b,  reflLrnK  prul (1'dr1 rp"i 1iii 

soolif al-rd Me Nir.I  

John tThi'.&n fL'. A rm v. onr .rrw'd 

£ P qsirU i -onro-l" bu lo or I V(IkMID M tIq Jtt'.  Cioltmel 

.?i'mI It,  thirk auiiriv /)arrri! D iCrimtI, 

11$.. .1ir hitv, sr r4 Ole /.i Thch I.i:irirxr  I v Or 

g3fl Cr yier fr'.i' ussistispice,  in ftrviirr; Ifk ir' ,iitli 

.0 L1arF 1). VFWWPth, 9hi' r.i'Lic Lif B I. 

rkt2 i b darn C' t%id.i 
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