



























































Accomplishments (U)

(€ From 1 April 1872 to 30 June 1973, SAR forces in SEA were
109

credited with 365 combat saves and 120 non-combat saves. Since 1966,
SEA rescue forces have been credited with 2,713 combat saves and 1,253 :
non-combat saves. This is a combined tBta] of aimost 4,000 saves.

(U} The story of SAR is a complicated one as evidenced by the many
organizations and types of equipment involved. To best show the inter-
action of these diverse elements and to demonstrate the important aspects

and developments in SAR between 1 April 1972 and 30 June 1973, a number

of SAR missiuns are summarized in the following mission narratives.

Mission Narratives {U)

(€L Bat 21. On 30 March 1972, the NVA began a major invasion of

SVN. Three days after this invasion began, an SA-2 SAM downed Bat 21

(an EB-66) in Military Region I. Seventh Air Force established a "no

fire zone" 27 kilometers in radius encompassing most of the 3d Army of

the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) area of operation (A0) and launched a
110
massive SAR effort.

(EL—This immense SAR effort, involving many different organizations,
lasted from 2 April to 13 April 1972 and employed as many as 90 aircraft
per day. During the SAR mission, two QV-10 FACs were lost to SA-2
missiles, and heavy small arms fire destroyed Jolly Green 65 of the
37th ARRSg, killing all six cr'e'.urne.-mber‘s.”‘I

(€. After the 11-day SAR effort, the Bat 2] crewmember was rescued

by a U.S. Marine team which arranged to secure the crewmember while he
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was floating down the Cam Lo River in a Sampan. They transferred the

crewmember to an armored personnel carrier which took him to a helicopter
112
janding zone for evacuation to Da Nang.

{€lw~The success of the mission in rescuing the crewmember was
shadowed by the loss of life, the expenditure of resources, and the
criticism that the prolonged no fire zone designation gave an important
advantage to the NYA. Major David A. Brookbank, 3d ARVN Lijaison Officer

Advisor, was on the scene during the rescue attempt. Major Brookbank
113
reported that:

(Qi'ith three enemy divisions plus heavy artillery
striking the AQ, the 3d ARVN was unable to return
fire or request TACAIR in the area. Some specific
targets were struck after considerable delay in
obtaining clearance. In my cpinion this gave the
enemy an opportunity unprecedented in the annals of
warfare to advance at will. . . . This operations
cost the 3d ARVN dearly in not being able to fire at
known targets of urgent tactical importance.
114
Major Brookbank added: (U)

(S) Another SAR no fire zone was further northeast.
U.S. advisors on the bridges (in the area) could
observe the tanks coming south but were unable to
fire into the Seventh Air Force zone. After the
zones were terminated, the enemy was already south
of the Cua Viet and Mieu Gang rivers in strength.

(€lr The Bat 21 operation demonstrated that circumstances on the
battlefield dictate the amount of effort that should be diverted to a
SAR mission. Brigadier General R. G. Cross, Jr., USAF, Deputy Director
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of Air Operations, MACV commented:

39



(€= I believe that it is a definite morale factor

that every person that flew over here felt that if he
was to go down that there was some chance he would be
rescued. However, I feel also that there was a tendency
on the part of the aircrews to expect that they must

be rescued above the requirements of the battle situa-
tion at any one time and as airmen or soldiers or
sajlors we should expect that there are times when

as one person we must be sacrificed for the overall.

(€@ Part of this controversy suggested that survivors must accept
additional burdens during extended SAR missions. Maximum use of E&E pro-
cedures was a must. Downed crewmembers could not expect to be rescued in
a short period of time if they were in a hostile environment. They would

. 116
have to empiuy the techniques taught in survival school.

(U) Oyster Q1. Flying an F-4 (call sign Oyster 01) on 10 May 1972,
Major Robert A. Lodge and Captain Robert C. Locher shot down their third
MIG. Shortly thereafter, they were shot down by another MIG approximately
40 miles west of Hanoi. Although the pilot, Major Lodge, was never recovered,
Captain Locher, the weapons system operator, was rescued after 23 days of
E&E in North Vietnam. During the E&E, Captain Locher subsisted on fruits,
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nuts, berries, and an ample supply of water. Captain Locher stated:

(U) One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It didn't

have any bananas on it, but remembered I could get

water out of it. Just before evening I stuck a hole

in it and got myself three pints of good banana water.
He was also able to obtain various vegetables by raiding native gardens.
Captain Locher continually changed his position in search of cover, food,
and water. He moved a total of 15 miles, but he was unable to make contact
with any U.S. aircraft. On 1 June, Captain Locher heard U.S. airplanes

conducting bombing missions. He knew that when the bembing ended, the
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" The U.S. Marine advisors shared this opinion and asserted that the USAF
requirement t5 impose & “no-fire" zone around the downed aircraft resulted
in "a critic;1 restriction upon the defensive fire support plan all along
the Cam Lo Jiver and Mai Loc Combat Base 1ine."5§/

In another instance, a SAR "no-fire" zone was established near FSB
C-1 and Route 1, about 8 KM north of the Cua Viet River, This route was
being heavily used by NVA tanks moving toward Dong Ha. U.S. advisars on
the bridge at Dong Ha could observe the tanks moving south but were unable
" to fire into the zone. After 7AF lifted the restriction, the enemy was
already south of the area in sfrength.fg/

Another type of "no-fire" restriction was applied when short rounds
or even passible short round reports were received. On 4 April, there was
a reported short round striking a Vietnamese naval station located at the
mouth of the Cua Viet River. A FAC had directed naval gunfire and subse-
-quently TACAIR against seven enemy tanks fording a river. Four tanks
were destroyed and three forced inte retreat to the north. I-DASC called
éff the strikes when it somehow received word that friendly troops were
being hit. The 3d Division TACP checked with the sector TACP and RF/PF
forces in the area, and learned that only one man was wounded in the
. engagement and that the probable cause of the casulty was from NVA tank
orlartiliery fire. Neither the 3203iv1sion nor territorial force command

was concerned about the incident.” It is easy to see how confusion could

occur concerning short rounds during the beginning of the offensive, The
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ramatic Rescue
f 2 Crewmen
Cost 7 Lives

‘ ——

Lt. Col. Iceal E. Hambleton is given a glass of waler afte

being found near Dong Ha, South Vietnam, by a rescue team. He

had hidden for 11 days behind enemy lines. (AP)
Complied From AP and UFPI

SAIGON — The biggest U.S. air rescue effort of the
war, including the use of B52 bombers, paved the way
for an American-led commando team to snatch two
downed crewmen from the middle of a North Vietnamese
invasion force after nearly two weeks.

In disclosing the rescue Friday, U.S. sources said it
cost the lives of seven other airmen shot down and took
a personal order from Gen. Creighton Abrams, the Ameri-
can commander, to use the giant B52 bombers as a
diversionary ploy.

Despite a broken arm, a sprained back, lack of food
and water, and his 52 years, one of the crewmen, Lit.
Col. Iceal Hambleton, managed to evade North Viet-
namese troops swarming across the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ) for 11 days. Sometimes they came within a few
feet of his posifion.

Asked how he found the stamina to survive at his
(Centinued on Back Page, Col. 2)






By STEWART KELLERMAN

QUANG TRI, Vietnam (UPI)
— A downed U.S. Air Force pilot
made his way through Commu-
nist-held jungle for 10 days, and
on the 11th day, one helicopter
after another sent to pick him
up was shot down or damaged.

When last heard from, he ra-
dioed his would-be rescuers,
“I'm just a decoy down here.
Don't send any more planes. It's
too dangerous.”

Then he turned off his pocket-
size radio transmitter or had it
turned off for him. Military
sources said Friday he was
probably captured.

The sources declined to identi-
fy the pilot or say what plane he
had beén flying when he was
shot down April 7 in the Commu-
nist-held portion of Quang Tri,
South Vietnam's northernmost
province.

North Vietnamese troops occu-
py the northern half of the prov-
ince from the Demilitarized
Zone down to the Cua Viet Riv-
er. The Communists have
moved heavy antiaircraft de-

fenses into the region, imeluding

Soviet-made surface-to-air mis-
siles and radar-guided 37mm
guns.

The sources said the pilot hid
out in the rough, jungled hills of
northern Quang Tri Province for
11 days, working his way south
to flatlands where he could be
picked up by rescue choppers.

He lived on food from - his
green survival flight vest and

Pilot's Last Words:
‘I'm Just a Decoy”

used the vest's tiny radio to not-
ify U.S. officials early Tuesday
when he had reached what he
considered a good place for a
pick-up,

U.S. and South Vietnamese
choppers went in again and
again to pick up the pilot, but
were turned back by heavy
ground fire. A big American
AC130 Specire gunship and Al-
lied fighter-bombers covered the
rescue aircraft from above.

One South Vietnamese sky-
raider fighter-bomber, two gov-
ernment Huey utility choppers,
one U.S. Jolly Green Giant heli-
copter and one or two American
Pedro chopll:ers were damaged
or downed the Communists,
the military sources said.

A US. Army air cavalry heli-
copter team was on the way to
the scene, however, when radio
contact ‘with the downed pilot
was lost.

“It’s possible that he’s still
free,” the sources said. “‘But it's
highly unlikely. It's almost cer-
tain he was captiured when he
lost contact.”



