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1. (U) This report is submitted in accordance with iRRSH 55-2/3 ARRGp
Sup 1, daﬁad. 15 Apr 1968,

2, {E} On Sunday, 9 June, at 02252 Jolly Green 22 (Low Position) and JG 23

(High Position) were scrambled from Danang on rescue mission 1-3-63 which

invelved a downed pilot, Hellborn 215, at 220/37/69. JG 22 took off at ©230Z

and made a spiraling climb north of CH 77 while obtaining artillary clears

ance to fly west of CH 77 toward the reported rescue area, JC 23 was air-

borne 15 mimites after JG 22 due to a delay from a previous mission. JG 22
proceeded out the 265° radial of CH 77 aod was followed by JC 23 a few

minutes later. After flying west for appreximately 30 miles, JG 22 was able

to contact Trail 36 who was directing eir strikes around the surviver, Trail

36 informed JG 22 that the rescua area was at 260/36/69. JG 22 immediately

turned northwest in order to intercept the 265° radial out of CH &9 to the .
area, JG 23 had mot heard the change in position, nor could 22 contaet him :
until later and by that time it was more feasible for JG 23 to route them- :
selves south of the A Shau Valley and up the west side. i

Ch
3. lﬁg] JG 22 arrived at the rescue area at appro:dmately 03352 and orbited
with two Scarface helicopter gunships until JG 23 arrived on scene at 0355Z. -

=~ The dewvned pilot was located under his parachute a few yards from a road .
= that ren approximately east - west at an altitude of about 3200'. A steep
. E hill overlocked his position to the south and a ravine was below his locat—
Y a s ion to the north with a steep ridge line running parallel to the ravine. %
b The entire area was reported to be extremely hostile with automatic and anti- .
) w5  aircraft weapons. One 37444 site was neutralized just prior to JG 23's Ny
A 43 arrival. Trail 36, who had been in contact with the downed pilot, reported
- that the pilot had a broken leg and a possible broken arm and would probahly
~>|3|~] require a B to assist him. Numerous suppression strikes by Cunfighter, . 9§
2 Spada and A=) aircraft had been directed into the ares. 4s no ground fire e
2N o had been observed during the last several passes by the Spads, Trail 36 re- =
=~ quested a rescue attempt, With JG 23 as high bird, JG 22 descended into =
= ° the area in a spiraling right turn, tip tanks were jettlsoned and fuel dump- E
9 2~ ed for a high altitude recovery. JG 22 joined with two Searface gunships E Lo
o8 and initiated a rapid descending 2700 overhead approach. After 90° of turn & |
22 JG 22 received heavy ground fire from the valley floor and swTounding rid- 8 5
E E : ges. It was felt at this time that the aireraft had beenm hit. The approach«o foe
& - B was termineted with a pullup and a steep left turn, After determining that § 3 i:
@ 2@ all aireraft systems were operational JG 22 again joined with the gumships < |
- and initiated a straight in approach from the Horthwest to avoid the area | N
previcusly [lowm over. As airspeed was reduced to establish a hover, extre- o ‘

ely heavy ground fire was directed at JG 22, most of which Vi @eming from
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the ridge line %o the left of the helicopter. The 35 and 7 returned fire with
the airerafts 1-00 machine guns and an immediate pullout was initiated. JG 22
returned to a orbit position while Trail 36 directed suppression strikes into
the area. After approximately 20 mimutes of intense fire suppression actiwity
JG 22 joined with two Scarfmce gunships and two Spads, 01 and 02, for another
rescue attempt, Again, just short of the downed pilot heavy automatic weapons
and small arms fire was directed at the Jolly Gresn from all guadrants. Trace-
ars were seen coming up at us from the ravine, from the ridge line to the left
and from the hillside sbowe and in fromt of us. The FE and RS returmed fire
immediately. A sharp right turn and go around was executed. JG 22 returned

to the previous orbit position. At this time JG 22 was near bingo fuel, Trail
36 and Crown 2 were advised that by the time further suppression strikes could
be comnleted JG 22 weuld have to depart the ares. Trail 36 then asked JG 23 if
he would be able to make a rescue attempt. JG 23 replied thet he would and that
he would use the Scarface helicopter gunships for high cover. JG 22 stayed in
the area until critical low fuel forced departure. ©Shortly after JG 22 left the
SAR area JG 23 began his appreoach to the surviver with gunships and 4-1's for
suppression. A1l during his approach JG 22 Heard JG 23 calling heavy gunfire
and relaying the direction of incoming fire to the Spads and gunships. JG 23
contimied his approach under fire until initiating a hover over ths survivor

at which time he decided the attempt to hover would be futile. At this time

JG 22 lost radioc contact with the SiR effort. JG 22 landed at CH 69 after both
"low fuel warning lights" had been on for 10 mimutes.

§)
L 653 After refueling and a quick check for battle damage at CH &9. '(Onme hit
had been taken in a non critical area.) JG 22 returned to the 3AR area. En-
route, Crown was asked about the status of the mission and JG 22 was informed
that JG 23 had crashed after his second gpproach and there was no sign of sur-
vivors. According to the statement of Trail 33, JG 23 was led in for his sec-
ond attempt by Trail 33 along with 2 punships and 2 Spads for cover. JG 23
made an approach and upon entering a hover over the downed pilet and making a
alow turn clockwise over the site, he repcrted he was receiving ground fire,
Trail 33 observed thet JG 23 was burning on the left side just above and aft
of the gackpit. Trail 33 informed JC 23 that his left side wes on fire at which
time he started moving out toward the west. .After traveling about 1200 meters
the fire went out and Trail 33 was about to advise JG 23 of this when JG 23
suddenly crashed, Trail 37 said that at an altitude of approximately 50' JG
23's rotor very noticably slowed down and it loocked 1ike he was attempting to
set the helicopter down en a small kmoll. Upcn crashing the entire azircraft

T o o e g T i e
but amoking eshes, The ai me out sight. Trail 33 felt thare
was nothing anyone eould M8 t0 Delp YU < DI that the crash was a direct res—
ult of hostile ground fire.

L EY
5. (8) JG 28 arrived in the rescue area at 05202 and orbited for 1 hour before
being clesred in to pickup Hellborm 215. JG 22 & 24 provided high cover for the
atterpt., The noproach was made with 2 Huey gunships, Sandy 09 2 10, and Sea-
worthy 4=1 & 4e2 for cover, JG 28 came to a hover and wes maneuvering for the
plciup when extremely severs ground fire from all directions cpened up on them.
The FZ & RS on JG 28 returned fire immediately apnd a diving exit was pade around
a mountain and over a ridge line to the southwest.
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6s (8) Humber 2 engine was cut off immediately after initiating the oillout because
of a fire warning 1ight and a drop in torgue. The FE in JG 28 and other aireraft
reported smoke coming out of #2 engine so both fire bottles were used to extinguish
the fire. The mawimm altitwnde that could be maintained with ome emgine was 35001,
Dalking it impossible to clear the mountains in the area, JG 24 came down from orbit
position to escort JG 28 by following in trail. The 2 JG's were then led out of
the area by Trail 36 and escorted by Sandy 9 & 10. The fact that JG 28 could only
meintain 3500 and contimued drawing intermittant heavy ground fire made it necess-
ary to consider a forced landing, Trail 306 advised that he could get JG 28 into
khe Sanh, which was due north, if emough altitude could be gained to cross a ridge
line north of the valley in which JG 28 was flying., Everything possible was threwm
out to gain altitude, as the ridge was approximately 3700' elevation. JG 28 and 24
drew heavy ground fire crossing the valley and JG 28 lost altitude maneuvering to
avoid ground fire. JG 28 regoined altitude, crossed the ridge to a safe ares,

and landed at Lhe Sanh with no further difficulties.

7+ (8) After eacorting JG 25 into Khe Sanh, JG 24 refueled at Landing Zome Stud,
070/7/85 and then returned to the rescue area, After the area had been worked over,
Crown 2 and Trail 33, advised that 2 Sandy's wonld go across and evaluate the site
prior to the next attempt. The Sandy aircraft did this and advised that there was
no ground fire, JG 22 had lost UHF contact and was binge fuel so Crown 2 suggested
JG 24 pake the approach, .hlle JG 22 was still in the area JG 24 inmitiated the
approach, dropped tip tanks, and contimued in with Sandy's as cover cn either side
and Spads behind. Just as JG 24 transitioned to a hover, the FE called " -ull off,
Growmd fire" and began returnisg fire himself. JG 24 began to et on a pre-sel-
ected heading of 210° when the RCC observed ground fire coming from in front and
aboVe, apparently 50 caliber, JG 24 immediately turmed right to 1602 and dove
dovn .a ridge line only to find grownd fire from below. Upon attaining climb speed,
JG 2/} exited the arsa to the north, At this time JG 22 was critiecally low on fusl
and had %o leave the area to refuel at CH 49, JG 24 advised Trail 33 and Crowvm 2
that the fire was coming from the ridge to the right of Hellborm 215 and from
"spider" holes immediately below the read. Crown 2 advised JG 24 to go to CI 69 for
fuel. JG 24 RTB'd to CH €9 for fuel after advising Crown that the area was still hot.

L
8. ((ﬂ JG 27 contacted JG 24 for an evaluation and JG 24 advised that the area was
hot. Automatic weapons fire wes located 20 to 30 yards south & nerth of the surviver
and that the survivor was below his parachute, not moving or in radic contact, JG
24 further advised that more attempts were i1l advised. JG 24 refueled at CH &9
after JG 22 had left and was returning to the rescus area. After refueling JG 24
was BTB'd to CH 77, arriving at 1010Z. The 30C of JG 24 contactsd Queen by land-
line and passed his evaluation and recommendations. Queen called back with JSARC
and the RCC of JG 24 passed the same information and recommendations to JSARC,

Fr
% {.S; JG 27 (low positlon) and JG 23 (high position) arrived in the rescue area
at 08452, followed shortly by JG 22 who had returned from CH 69. A4All 3 JG's orvited
high awaiting instructions while more CBU and napalm were dropped around tae area.
At 09452 it vas decided o use CBU 19's in an attempt to rescue the surviver, as
all other means had failed. The crews of JG 22, 27 and 33 were instructed to put
thelr gas masks on in preparation for the CBU 19 and all three crews experienced
the same problem. The microphone fittings in the gas masks were not compatable
witlh _ghe crey members helmets. ilo Voice comTTIII™Tions were possible sither inside
or outside the helicopt Wilh the masks ocm. 1 reseue atterpt usin%RC[?i 19 under
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these circumstances was iopossible. In an attemst to find sope worlable arrangemert,
the % on JG 33 volunteered to remove ais helmet and use a headset, with which the
sas masl waz compatable, The pararescuemon used an older type gas mask, which was
ccmpatable with lds helmet and the CCP devised a metiod of transmitiing by putting
ais boom mike on his larymx, The RCC of JG 33 had a different type boom mike and
was unable to transmit. Although the commmnications arTengement ias minimm sat—
isfaciory the crev of JG 33 felt that an attempt could be made using the system.

K
10. (5] JG 33 started an approach {o the area after the CBU 19 had been dropped
on both sides of the surviver. JG 33 entered a hover aand stayed there until be-
ing driven off by ground fire approxinately 30 seconds later, ‘hile in the hover,
the 75 observed the body of the survivor sartislly covered by the parachmte. He
was lying on his back with one leg, which appeared broken, folded back under aim.
e was wearing a gray {lyiang suit. ilo movement was observed, JG 33 1la®t the area
“o refuel and landed at CH 103. .hile refueling, JG 33, 27 and 22 received wozd
from Crown to RTB. The mission hed been cancelled at 10302,

v’l'-' Y
11« (#) Weather was not a factor until lats in the mission when a broken eloud
layer formed at 4500' ISL. Visibility was very geod throughout the day, Crew
coordination aboard all Jolly Greens was e:icellent. Zxtremely heavy ground fire
including automatic weapons of 30 and 50 caliber and 37iii were encountared ir the
547 area, The weapons were obvisusly positioned to provect the road which serves
85 a main supply route [rom Lans to the norihern A Shanm Valley. Humerous caves,
unkers and foxholes were cbserved in the immediate area around the downed pilot.
Ihis, combined with the terrain features, made sterilization of the area impossible,

12, (U) Crewmembers of the Jolly Greems were:
Jolly Greem 22 Jolly Gree

ROC ANDERSQE, AATHUR J. MMAT RCG RITTICEIZR, JACK ¢, LT UsCG
RCCP DILLOL, JOSEFH J. CaPT ACCP YTEED, RICHARD G. CART

FE HALOZE, ALVIN A. S5GT FE HOLDET, ELIZER L. SS5GT

RS HTIDMAN, RICEY D. 41C 35 LOCK=R, JAMES D, 30T

AF HAGERTY, P.E. S8GT

Jolly Green 28 Jolly Green 24

ACC GRIGGS, JERRT M. CAPT ACC STRLIGER, HARVIE L, MAT
RCCF HAGEN, HARRY W. JR. CAPT  3CCP WIEGARD, DON W. CAPT
FE CARTIR, ODELL SGT FE BALDWIN, ROBZRT H. SSGT
RS CA3SSIDY, ROBERT K. A1C RS NOATHERNW, STEVZ . 56T
Jolly Green 2 Jolly Green 33

ACC HOAG, STUAGT H. AT ROC BRENWAN, WZILLIAM E. CAST

ACCP BIRD, WILLIAM B. JR. CAPT RCCP ASHLEY, PAGL D. CAPT
F= STUDAUGH, JIUDELL L. SSGT FE RODRIQUZZ, DAVID 36T
RS CLAUDIUS, DONALD.X. JR. SGT RS CASBEER, ZRIIZST D. 3GT
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(ﬂ Crown 01 was on orbit for air refueling of Jolly Oreen at Tango arbit whem word was
recaived from Cricket control at 02267 that Hellborne 215 A-L was downed by ground fire,
! His position was recorded as 220/37/69 SAR forces were scramble at 02307 and dne to
i Mission 3-3-61 Freq 271,9/1L2.7 was assigned as SAR primary. SAR forces consisted
of: Crown Ol, Jolly Green 23 low/22 Spad 01/02 escort. Additional forces consisted of
f gunships callsign Scarface 61 6=2, FACs Covey 265 Trail 35, 33, 36, FPosition undated
at 0248 to 260/36/69 by Covey 265. Highest elevation in area LOOOft, Crash site wx
J 5300 se to broken, 3100 - 3200 feet. Au Shau valley. Chute apotted by FAC surviver
' under chute with broken right leg and left arm. Volce contact excellent with survivor,
Surviver requested immediate medical ald unable to board penetrator without help.
Ground fire in area was reported to be 50 cal small arms and AAA. Bunkers and trucks
spvotted in the immediate area. by FAC Trail 35. On scene contreol Covey 265 Crown 01
airborne mission contreol. Jolly Green and Scads held northwest of site until suppressed
ground fire in the area and safe for entry, Hellborne flight 522 Ring Weck 528 and Cun-
fighter flight 7 & # sullivan flt expend oardinance CBU, napalm under FAC direetion,
O3LOZ Jollys and Spads in area. Covey 265 reported no fround firs. 03502 OLOODZ sur-
vivor getting smoke ready for use in pieckup, Planned droo of BJ to aid pilot. First
attemot draws ground fire on Jolly 22 and Jollys Spads and gunships egress from scene.
Site where ground fire was observed is strafed and bombed. Second attemot made after
reorganization at OL25Iwith Jolly Green 23L/22 preceeded by Spad 01/02 and flanked by
Scarface 6-1/6-2 at ol256A, Jolly Green 231 reported hit by ground fire and verified by
Spad 01 as on fire. JG 231 crashed and burned immediately. Observed by Spad 01l with
no survivors - no beepers, OSAR forces directed to egress and hold, to NN, Jolly freen
i 22 low on fuel RTE Jolly 2i enters area and is joined by Jolly Oreen 28 Spad 02 is alse
hit at OLLSZ and is RTB to Channel 77. with Spad 81. More strikes are directed in by
,M,FAG and Crown Ol coordinates ingress and egress routes with Jollys 28/2L gmnships Sea-
warthy L-1, 4-2 Sandy 9,10 arrived area at 05407 and orbit with Jo'ly and gunships,
Sent to guard freq and told to work with Trail 33 to familiarize themselves with area,
After peveated strikes forces are committed to SAR attemmt at OSLSZ, Jolly 2RL/2LHigh
22 backuo holding Seaworthy 4-1 left of Jolly 28 and Seaworthy L=2 right side Sandy
9,10 to lead in just ahead of foree and arrive aver scens just orior to Jollys, Headings
into and out of area not concurred in. Crown Ol coordinates will all FAC's and decide or
150%4in/220° cut, Fast movers Cheetah and Chipple strike gun emplacement discovered
earlier by Jolly 22, Forces enter 04077 make pass into area Jolly 28 receives fire as
Trail 36 lays smoke on ridges, Forees are directed by Crown to egress immediatelr,
Jolly 28 lose 1 engine and is wectored out of area by Trail 33 to Khe Sahn with Sandy
9 & 10 Seawarthy L=1l, L=2 in eacort, Voice contact with survivor is lost at this time an
not regained., False smoke signal was spotted on ridee during rescue attempt., Crown 01
request additional gunshios, eontinues use of fighter strikes, holds SAR force high.
04572 mission control is eonordinated with Crown 02 and relinguished, Crown 01 remains

until O715Z for any aseistance RTE'a at that time, Miaaion narrative continuea with Crow
0z,
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Mission Narrative, Mission # 1-3-63, Continued from Crown 1

Crown 2, relieved Crown 1 atOT15Z in attempted recovery of
Hell Borme 215. Jolly Green 28 was sucocessfully escorted to LZ
Stnd., Numerouns more high perfarmancs strikes wers put into the
area with little or no suwocess. The area peemed to be a strong
hold with ample defensive posiiiocns for the enemy. CBU-24, MK 82
and CBU 25 were employed to suppress ground fire, however, when
Spads and Sandys made passes there was little gronund fire, but
when JG 31L and 22 made gunother attempt, heavy groond fire was
encountered. The on scene command was passed to Covey 265 while
Trail 31 returned for refueling.(os830) Word was received from
Eing that two flights of Marine fighters with napalm and Sandys
S and 6 with CS5 were being sent to the scene. A great deal of
confusion arouse over who was egquipped to be in the area if this
was employed. Since 2 pararescneman was required on the ground
to assist the nnoonseious pilet, JO& 1)}, 22 and 24 advised that
due to their equipment they would be umable to talk with the PJ.
The confusion was finally resolved at 0900 and the plan of attack
formulated. The Jolly would approach with Spads and Sandys front
and rear; after the gas had been employed along the ridge line.
It was decided among the Spads, Sandys and Covey 265 not to follow
the gas with the napalm, as planned by Eing. The gas was laid
down and the JGs immediately went in. They took ground fire and
agregsed the area. At 0925 Queen advised to sxpend the remaining
ordanance and RTE the forces. Sandy 5 was not happy with this
decision, nor was Crown. During the passes used in expending
Spad reported that he got "a good whiff of the stuff™. This possibly
indicated that ample time had not been allowed for the gas
to takg affect or aspread sufficiently. It was Crown's sepinion
that King's idea was to used the gas to drive the enemy from
their defenses and the napalm %o kill them. Later investigation
revealed that in high temperatures this gas changes it chemical
compounds and becomes lethal. All forcaes wera RTE at2000.

The following comments are made IAW 3 Gp Sup l,f!.RRSl 55-2.
mﬂimmmﬂmnﬁﬁu a. Nfa

b. Ground fire in area surruunding 260/36/69.

c. Weather no factor.

d. Excellent

a. Good

£. See parrative

Z- See narrative

h. Individonal helped until he apparently lost conmciousness
from hie injuries.

i. §/a

i- Bfa

k. Returned to orbit

1. Unknown, see Jolly Creen record of mission,
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n., Not employed GROUP-4
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