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DRAFT

2-6

coMBAT RESCTE (CR) TORCES

1.. lllrton. Iorldrldc rcrctrc of douncd US coubat tlrcrcr rcobcrr tr tbc

rlrrloa of USAF coobet rcrcuG forcce. Although rlrcd rnd.porturcd rgalnet

th. t.ctlcrl rlr forccr, Cl forccr cln tupport .ny cabet rlrcrcrr ln

dtrtrcrr. ttrfu rpcclrltccd trrl cnhenccs cooblt cffcctlvcnarr by:

r. lecovcrlng rd rcturolog dorned peraonnel to dutr, thur prcrcrvlag

crltlcet coobat tegourcGt.

b. Itenytng the cneuy t .ourcc of lntelllgence end eh cxploltablc

propagaod! reapon.

c. Inprovlng the aorale and uotlvatlon of USAF cmbat elrcrera by

aaeurlng theu that every posstble effort rlll be uade to telcue thco tf thc,

rrc douned.

2. f,uoanltarlen Servlccs. Buoanltarlan rescue and rccovlry la correlstlvc

to tbe cobat alrelqr and, durlaS percetloe, CR foreea rupport US forcer rlth

rcacue end rccovery rcrvlcaa. Ctvlllen rcacue and rccovary opGrrtloDr aa,

rlro bc conductcd lf thcrc lr oo tnterfcrencc rtth thc CR forcc prhery

lllllon. Addltlonally, thcrG crn bc no confllct of lntcrc.t ytth e co-.erctrl
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rc3cuc lnd rGcovGry lgcncy. Atr Force lianual 64-2, Itre Netlonrl Ecarch lnd

lcrcr* llenual, provldca detallcd guldance concernlng thc pctcctlEe oploynent

of USAI rc.cuc rnd racovcry forcee. Theae oPerstlonl ll, lnclude:

t. Prrtlclpatlon tn huoanltarfun rnd dltertcr rcllcf opcrttlonl.

b. Aerlrtlng ctvlllen or mD pcrtooncl tn dlrtrcrr, Inttrnttlon.l Clvll

Avletlon Orgealzrtlm (ICAO) rlgnetorlcl, Internetlonrl llarlthc Orgrnlretlon

(n0) alSortortcr rnd, nhcn rcqucrtcdr otbcr forctgn tovcrncnt..

3. Dcvclopoent of Colbat Beecrr Forcer. Cmbat rGacuc forccr bcgan dcvclop-

lng durlag ltorld llar II. Durlng thlc uar, r lecl of cqulpocot .nd Gxpcrlcncc

llrltc'd rctclrc rtrcreft op€ratlon8. In rddltton, rGrcrrc forccr uGrG ltlttucd

to lodlvldual cooanda, to Do centrallzcd control raa rvrtleblc for devclop-

rent of procedurcr. lbc rolutlon to thle probleu rag echlcved by crteb-

llrhlog e dcdlcated rcrlal rcscue force rlth r alnglc orgenlzatlon raneglng

ttr tcrourccs. In l{arch 1946, thc Alr Rescue Servlce ula cstrbllahed end

eaelgned to Alr Traneport Cooand, l forerunner of Dtlllttry Atrltft Cooaod

(llAC). Ttlr organlzatlon provldcd both ccntrrllzcd ranageoent .Dd coatrot,

re uell a8 ra advocate for a uodern and capable reecue force. In January

1966, tbe aaoe uaa chaagcd to the Aerospace Reacue and Recovery Scrvlce to

rcflcct thc cxpaudcd rlaelon of spece herdware tccover!. In liarch 1983, USAF

Acrorpece Scrcuc rnd Becovery forcea and USAF epeclal operatloor forcca rerc

coaroltdeted under 23 Atr Forcc, llllltary Atrltft Conoand.
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A. Cobat lclcuc torcct Clpebllttlcr:

r. Dcdlertcd Aseeta: Cobat rescuc forcer o?Gr.tc r coobloetlon of

hcllcoptcre end flxcd rlqg elrcraft. Each type of rtrcreft poeeere uolgue

chrreetrrlrtlcr rhtch provldc r rpcctruu of capabllltlcr for thc Cl forcc.

(l) Llght lllt bcllcoptcr3 (LlJ) are cffcctlve

ltraloar. Eurvlvor rccorrry le rlupllfled becausc they

prcparcd .rca to laod. Survlvorr can alao be rccovcred

verloua rclcue dcvlcer. LUB arc rclatlvely sEall rnd

lcploycd ta r verlcty of fkcd rtag alrcraf t.

for rhort rragc Cl

do oot nccd e

froo e hovcr urlag

can bc trlalportcd/

. (2> Beevy llft bcllcoptera (HIJI) rrc relrttvcly lergc rnd dcrlgncd

for long r.Dte CR llaglonr. LtLe thc IIH, they crn rccovcr rurvtvors fril
eltbcr e landing or bovcr. f,I.H range fu extended through elr refuellng ead

tbey crn rclf-deplo, to vlrtually any lrca.

(3) Fkcd vlng alrcraft lay eBcort alrcraft along ecrhl llner of

comunlcetto or provtdc prcc.utlonary orblt, elrborne couand and eoatrol,

end comunlcetlon asrtrCroce and relay. They alao provlde r long raage

aearch capeblllty, r dcltvcry platfonn for pararGrcue teros eod cqulpoeat,

end alr refuellng for ELHs. Sclf-deployuent to vlrtually any erca ls

porrlblc.
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b. Augocntlng A!set3! Other USAF or DOD alrcrsft Day be taeLed for CR

llrllom Glthcr tn e dlrcct rccovery node or ln a support rolc ruch m clorc

rlr rupport (C.AS), elr lntcrdlctton (AI), or alrbornc battlcflcld comand

rad cootrol ccnter (ABCCC).

G. Spccfullzcd Arctrs Prrrrc.cuc Dcrroanel provldc GB forccr rlth

.ddttlood cepabtlttlcr Gr.cntl.l for lcercb, rcrcur end rccovcry, apcct.l

opcratloEr, rad .ctorpacc hrrdrarc recoycrrr. Thcy cen functloa ar ao

crtmrto of tbc GB r:rpoos ry.tc. durlry rccovcry opcrrtloo. or SbGy c.!

opcs.tc tndcpcadcDtl, of tbc elr .mctr to .ccorpllrh arrfrcc terlr. ttcy

cm bc tur:rtcd or .rtr.ctcd b, rDy rcthod reaglag fra prrtcbutcl tlr-lrnd,
nodcrretcr, ot lurfecc. Plrarcscuc ltrllon capabllltlcr lncludcl

(l) Facllltettn3 tbe lclrch, contact, ruthentlcetlou, lccurltlr,

lcdlcel trGrtrent, .ovcDcnt, and Grflltratlon proccrr for rccovcry of

parronncl oad natcrlcl.

(2, lecclvlog control of pereonncl end latcrlel froo frlcndly

forccl.

(3) Sefcguardlng the lntegrlty of declgn.ted rreas of recovery

(DAnc), potGDtlel cvaeloo locales (PELg), lnd rclcctcd .rcr3 for cvarloa

(EAFET), tbrough clradertlDc eotry rnd ulthdraual.

5. Dcployoent. Coobet rc.cr! forces ere cqulpped rod organlted to repldly

deploy rnd catabllrh CR operstloDs.
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!r ttrcro .rc tro prl.lry rcthodr for deployln3 CB forccl.

(l) Etretcglc rlrllft, rhcreby rn entlte uult lr elrllftcd to I

polot of dabarlotloa. Str.tcglc elrllft ls requlrcd to dcploy IJJg latcr-

tbcrtcr or over loog dlrt.oce3 htratheatcr. It lr rlro thc prcfcrrcd r.tbod

to dcploy ELBr latcrthutcr.

(2) Sclf-dcplorrxDt, rfiercby elrcreft, alrcrcu3, rupport pcrroaocl,

rd crltlcel rparce dcploy urlag orgaalc unlt rerourcc.. Cl llrcd ulng

elrcreft provlde rlr rcfucllng for HIJa ead trrnsport rqulpleat rod pcrroa-

DCt. lolloroa rparG. end rupport p.rronnel ray .tlll requlrc rlrllft
tupport/lurfecc trrD3port tlon.

ftrc rctbod of deployeent dependa prloarlly upon the folloulng;a
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(f) Bcqulrcd dcllvcry datc (RDD).

(2) Alrllft rvallabillty.

(3) Deploylcnt dlataace.

(1) fanler rvrtlrblllty.

(5) ED routc rupport cepabtllty.

5 a

(6) Eo routc uc.thGr.

I



G. Dcployocnt locrtlon b.se .upport. CR forcce rlll Dot norlllly dcploy

to lct! than a ltultcd bare fully lugDented by hoct cqulp.Gnt rnd pereoaocl

capable of rccclvtng deployed forcee. If deploycd to e barc baee, rustrlDcd

CR operattone rcqulre eddltlonel host resources. AE t rlnloun thla lncludcc:

(1) Pctroleuo/otl/lubrlcants.

(2) Comuntcetlone.

(3) Sccutlty/clvll cnglneertng.

(f) Herclng/blllctlng.
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(5) fntcrDcdfute tslntenanc€ aod lalntGnlDcc facllltlcr.

(6) Supply tcqulsltlotr and lsaue.

(7) t{edlcel faclllties and aervlcea.

(8) Ceatral baae pcraonnel offlce 8ervlce8.

(9) Flnance rervlcea.

(f0) Accesa to lntelltgence lnforuretlon.

a
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(ff) Vehlclcs and vchlcle .alntcnlnce support.



6. Concrpt of Opcrrtlonl. Coobat reacuc forcc opcrttlone lre barcd on thc

follortag conccpt!.

!. Survlvorr of rn alrcraft lncldent uuat bc qulckly recovcrcd. If not,

thc probabtllty of rurvlval rapldly decrcaaea duc to ruch frctorr er laJury,

rcvlrc cltnetc, or capturc.

b. Coubat reacue forcea Dust b€ able to conduct opGrltlonr ln tbc

phyrlcal covlronrcntr of all theaterr. They rugt heve thc capebtltty to

clther evotd or operrtc egalnrt thrert. covcrtng thc cntlrc confltct

apcctrur. Gl forccr ruet alro bc rblc to oprrltc.rt ol3ht tn rdvcrrc slrtbcr

to cn8urc rurvlval end, although not t prcrent capablllty, that goat fu onc

of t\ blghcat prlortttca.

c. fo be cffcctlve, CR forces DuBt be able to rapldly rctpond to thc

dovolng of rn alrcrcu. Thts CB rerponBe force, horevcr, nrtt bG tallorcd

and comensurtte rlth the threat ln the area of operatlons. Tallored rc-

Bponaes Day vary fron e alngle hellcopter ecranblcd ln a tos threet cnvlron-

lGDt to r rlnglc heltcopter, clandeatlnely flovn ecror! the ELOI at

nlght, for e coordtnated tlne-on-target plckup; or dcpendlng upon the thrcat,

onc or tso hellcopters accoupanled by flxed wlng atrcraft for alr refucltng

and protectlve crcort to effect tbe eurvlvor reeovery.

d. lccovery 1r laltlated rtren eurvlvorg are located and ruthentlceted.

Authcnttcltton la ooraally dooe by radlo, but ley eleo bc dooe through vl;ual

rlgnale or huoan contact. Recovcry Esy requlre a phyelcal ltnk rtrlch lr

provtdcd by pararcacuc te8Es. Thcy can penetrate lncldcnt rltea froo CB
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rlrcrrft tad phyrlcrlly contrct rurvlvort. Then lf rcqulrcd, thay glvc

lurvlvora GDcrBCncy rgdtcal treatEent rnd aaalat ulth rccovcrlng thctr to the

elrcraf t. Iloatllc forcee oay deny rescue alrcraf t lmedlate .cccss to

lurvlvorr. l{hen thla occure, lf the ground envlronnent pcrDlts, CR elrcrtft

Dey lnlcrt parsrescue tcrna er cloce to lurvtvora a! porrlble. tte tcras

rlll thm ltnk up rlth rurvtvors end aselgt rlth.rurvlval, cvaston, lnd

rcndczvour rlth !n cvrcuatlon vehlcle.

c. Alrcrcr Survlval Preparatlon. Probablllty of rcrcue tuprover lf rur-

vlvorl .rc ratcrlally, phyetcally, and paychologtcrlly prcparcd for o

rurvtval rltuetlon. Alrcrcrrs lu3t preper€ for thc porrtblllty of batog

domcd eod becmlng eurvlvore by applytng aurvlval trelolng conccptr both

before, end rfter beconlog a ;urvlvor, eetabllshlng . pcrronrl cvetlon plao of

lctloD (EPA) eod becoolag Lnowledgeable of area cvaalon and cecape (E&E)

proccdurcr.

t. Speclflc detallc and reaponalbtltttce durlng coubat rGBcuG llralona

are coDtslned ln AfR 64-3, Conbat Search and Reacue Procedurea.

7. Plcanlng. Tteatcr Alr Force conponcnt rar plana ldcntlfy end tagk CR

forcce. slnce cffectlvc plana are conttnuoualy updated, there ouet be

contlnuoua coordlnatlon betreen alr conponent coluandere and Htlltary Alrllft

Cooend (llAC). fhte rlll cnrure CR forcee are avallable rhere rcgulred rnd

rupportcd for ruetalncd operatlona.
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r. ltrc Comander-ln-Chlef of llllltary Atrltft Coauand crcrctlGr rorld-

rldc comend of coabat rcrcue forcce through 2l Att Porce. Ttrcrcfore, the

prloary coordlnttlon channels arc:

(l) Couaand clcnentr phnnlng froo rlthtn CONUS coordlnate dlrcctly

rlth llAC.

(2) luropean comand cleuenta coordlnatc rlth the Comander,

Dctrctrueat l, 23 Alr Force (USAFE/DOS), Raoetcln Alr Balc, Genany.

(3) Peclflc comand clcoentr coordlDate ulth thc Conander, Dctach-

rent 31 23 Atr Forcc (PACAP/DOS), Blckaa Alr Force laee, Barall.

b. ttrc Comander, Detachoent l, 23 Alr Forcc, lnd C.omandcr, Detachocat

3, 23 Alr lorcc tct rt tbe 23 Alr Force Comanderrr tbcater rcprcseDtrtlves.

Ttrey coordlnatc rlth the alr conponent coumanderl to ldentlfy CR forcc

rcgutrcoents tDd 3upport. These requlrenents are paased through comand

channclr rnd tdentlfled ln the arca connanderte plana utrtch.rG lpprovcd by

JCS. llhen thcee planr rre crerclaed durlng tactlcal deployuentr, CR cxerclse

partlclpstton valldatee current doctrlne and capabllttlcs rtrlle lslntalnlng

peak rcadlBeeB.
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E. Comaad .Dd Control:

l. ?trc Dttlltlry Alrllft Coonand provldes coonand of CR forcea through

the Comander, 23 Atr Force and rubordlnate unlta. ?.ffcctlve coobat rcrcuc

forcc coploylcnt tt .ccoEpllahcd through centrallrcd comaad rnd control rlth

dcccalrellzcd :rccutloa.

b. Comanderr of unlflcd coooanda provlde opcratlooal coroand of thcrtcr

reeigacd CB forcer, rd cxerclre opcratlonal control through thc .lt

.coDpoocDt coaodcr. Hllltrry Alrltft Counand cxcrclecr operltloorl cootrol

of COTIUS rrrlgocd CB forcca through the Comander, 23 Alr Porce.

G.i lecttcrl cnployuent of CR forcca le erercfucd by the SAR ll.tlon

cmendcr et thc lercue Coordlnatlon Ccnter (RCC), th€ focel polnt for

proccartng rpcclflc CB olgelona. Ttre RCC la reaponelble for real tloc

prorecuttoa of SAR aleslone and aay be Jolnt or coablned ac a functlon of

lannlng.
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