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INTRODUCTION 

1. (U) This regulation lists tactics alterna­
t 1Yes, recomnended evas 1ve inaneuvers, end the 
beseline threat assessments against which these 
tactics were developed. It elso lfsts factors 
which wfll influence the choice of tactics to be 
vsed. 

i. (U) These tactics 11.1st be practiced ff they 
are to be effective. The maneuvers involved 
require NXflllAm performance from both aircraft 
and crews. 

). (U) The user must be aware of the advantages 
and disadvantages of each tactical option, as 
well as the threats against which specific 
defensive actions and systems are designed. 

4. (U) The selection and use of tactics is a 
four step process: know the tactics, assess the 
situation, select the optimum tactics, and 

perfonn it. This regulation is the first step. 

5. (U) The 1110st important thing that the e1rcrew 
can do to become combat ready is to ~in1m1ze the 
nudler of dee f s ions that RJS t be 111ade in the 
combat environment. This regulation provides a 
small nUllt>er of decisions, made in the safety of 
the office, which no longer 11.1st be 111ade 1n 
cori>at. Mission planning continues the 
decision-111aking process until only YES-NO options 
remain for in-flight selection. Evbly 
ARRS cre\lmlember is responsible for all applica e 
material in this regulation. 

6. (U) Experience has shown that physical and 
psycho 1 ogi ca 1 prob 1 ems often render an evader/ 
survivor unable to reliably participate fn the 
recovery. Do not task a survivor to do complica­
ted or unnecessary tasks during the recovery 
process. 
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Chapter 10 

PARARESCUE TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT 

10-1. (U) PURPOSE. This chapter describes the 
pararescue role and tasks required to support 
the comt>at rescue mission. It contains employ­
ment and operating criteria, concepts of employ­
inent and operations. 111ethods of conducting the 
operations, and operational capabilities and 
li•ftations necessary to support the role and 
tasks. Rescue Special Operations low level 
(R-SOll) additive information 1 s contained 1 n 
this chapter. 

10-2. ( U) SCOPE. A 11 COl!lllanders, operations 
off1 cers and aircrew members tasked with manag­
ing or performing combat rescue or R-SOLl mis­
sions are responsible for the information con­
tained in this chapter. 

10-3. (U) TASKING. Combat rescue forces are 
tasked to recover personnel from threat environ­
ments throughout the world. Corrbat Rescue for­
ces nJSt maintain the capability to recover per­
sonnel from these areas . Pararescue personne l 
are assigned to ARRS units to assist with the 
accomplishment of each operation as an aircrew 
merrber extension of the ARRS aircraft. OPlANS, 
CONPLANS and OPORDS may task R-SOLL forces to 
infiltrate friendly forces and secure/exfiltrate 
SAR objective from threat environments through­
out the world. These missions may be flown from 
forward operating locations. The time between 
notification of customer requirements and R-SOLL 
force arrival is critical to the SAR objective 
recovery. R-SOLL forces 111.1st maintain the capa­
bility to quickly recover the SAR objective from 
these hostile areas. R-SOLL designated aircrew 
ment>ers will support each tasked operation on a 
priority basis. Para rescue personne 1 a re 
assigned to R-SOLL tasked units to assist in 
recovering the SAR objective and to provide the 
aircraft an added dimension of organic medical, 
E&E and physical security assistance. 

10-4. (U) ASSUMPTIONS. The fol lowing assump­
tions are critical to the justification for the 
tactical employment of pararescue personnel in 
both the air and surface components of the com­
bat rescue operation. 

a. (U) Pararescue personnel are qualified 
to conduct day and night rescue and recovery 
operations within hostile or denied territory . 
R-SOLL pararescue personnel employed as aircrew 
ll!elllbers on ARRS fixed and rotary wing aircraft 
can be utilized as an extension of any type air­
craft identified within the joint operations 
contingency. 

b. (U} Mission analysis and planning pro­
cedures, policies, materials and responsibili­
ties are established for pararescue employment. 

c. (U) Objective area intelligence and 
EEI are available for mission assessment and 
planning. 

d. (U) Pararescue aircrew and skill level 
qua l ifications meet the published MANFOR 

requ1re111ents. 
e. (U) Pararescue personnel may be 

temporarily detailed or detached to support 
rescue or recovery operations requiring employ-
111ent from any suitable type aircraft. They NY 
also be mployed fn surface operations approved 
by the coanander exercising operational control 
over assigned ARRS units. 

10-5. (U) COMBAT ROLE. Pararescue personnel 
perform a dual role as ARRS aircrew merrbers, and 
evader assistance elements. These roles span 
both the air and surface components of Coni>at 
Rescue as 1t pertains to survivor recovery acti­
vities on the ground and water, within hostile 
or contested environment. 

a. (U) In the aircrew role, pa rarescuemen 
perform as scanners, gunners, emergency inedica 1 
technicians, and assist in providing a defensive 
capability for the ARRS aircraft and aircrew. 

b. • (U) While assisting survivors, para­
rescuemen provide surface corrmand, control and 
C0111TkJnicat1ons for the purpose of locating, 
identifying, contacting, securing and assisting 
the survivor to a Designated Area for Recovery 
(DAR) site. This capability is dependent on 
combat skills and tasked support aircraft for 
active physical security. 

c. (U) While assisting ground operators, 
R-SOLL pararescuemen augment primary mission 
personnel to assist in surface control signals 
for the purpose of establishing · LZ, rapid 
refueling point/terminal operations area(s) 
security and to provide medical assistance. 

10-6. (U} COMBAT TASKS. Pararescue personnel 
perform numerous tasks during the execution of 
their assigned role in the combat rescue opera­
tion and in a night environment in the execut!on 
of their assigned role within the rescue spec1al 
operations low level mission area. 

a. (U) General . 
(1) (U) Plan 111ission activities 

applicable to pararescue. · 
(2) (U) Prepare pararescue mission 

equipment. 
(3) (U) Use Night Vision Devices. 
(4) (U) Perform medical diagnosis 

and treatment of i njured personnel. 
(5) (U) Conduct chemical warfare 

defensive procedures. 
(6) (U) Debrief pararescue specific 

mission actions and activities. 
(7) (U} Perform other tasks within 

the capability of assigned para rescue personnel 
as approved by the Coll"ITlilnder of the emp 1 oyed 
ARRS units. 

b. (U} Air Co!tonent. 
(l} (U) uppress surface threat with 

aircraft armament systems. 
(2) {U) Operate aircraft defensive 

systems. 
(3) (U} Perform flight-following 
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duties. 
· (4) (U) Confirm way-point passage 

and objective area arrival. 
(S) (U) Perfonn flight/ground fon111-

tion 1re1 scanning end clearing duties. 
(6) (U) Perfor11 personnel load-out 

and load-in duties . 
(7) (U) Operate aircraft hoist 

(emergency). 
(8) (U) Attach external helicopter 

loads. 
(9) (U) Conduct aircraft equipment 

configuration. 
(10) (U) Perform pararescue inser­

tion and extraction procedures. 
(ll) (U) Use aircraft rescue 

devices. 
(12) (U) Perfonn inter-aircraft 

signals . 
c. (U) Surface Components. 

(1) (0) Infiltrate objective area. 
(2) (U) Perform tactical evasive 

movement. 
- (3) (U) Execute fnnediate actions 

upon enemy contact. 
- (4 ) (U) Perform aircraft/personnel/ 

area defensive duties. 
~ (5) (U) Perform discrete surface-to­

air co111Tlun1cations and signaling activities. 
- (6) (U) Execute survivor/evader con­

tact plans . 
-"'<7) (U) Execute contingency Survi­

val, Evasion, Resistance, Escape and Recovery 
(SERER) actions and activities. 

- (8) (U) Operate nmitions and indi­
vidual issue small arms. 

- (9) (U) Call fo r , adjust, and con­
trol support fire. 

- (10) (U) Perform fire mvement and 
maneuver. 

-(11) (U) Perform survivor identifi­
cation and authenticat i on procedures. 

- (12) (U) Exfiltrate the objective 
area. 

~ (13) (U) Provide survivor/evader 
security during assisted evasion. 

10-7. (U) OPERATING CAPABILITIES. In addition 
to performing the tasks identified in para 10-6, 
par..arescue personnel have the fol lowing 
capabilities: 

a. (U) Perform specified aircrew duties 
on fixed or rotary wing aircraft, or both. 

' b. (U) Load out of aircraft by: 
(1) (U) Airlanding 

. (2) (U) Rappelling 
. ( 3) ( U) Freefa 11 swimer 
· (4) (U) Hoist 
, (5) (U) Rope ladder 

• (6) (U) Parachute 
- c. (U) Load into a i rcraft by: 

· (l) (U ) Ai rlandi ng 
(2) (U) Rope (STABO) 
(3) (U) Hoist 

... (4) (U) Rope ladder 
d . (U) Conduct radio conmun1cations/ 

secure UHF/FM conmunications with mission air-
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craft or conduct preplanned COlll!l out procedure. 
e. {U) Function individually or in teems 

of two or 110re personnel. 
_. f. (U) Provide security and evasion 

assistance for evader(s). 
g. (U) Red1cally stabilize injured 

survivor{ s). 
h. {U) Conduct sustained surface opera-

tions during the day (R-SOLL). 

10-8. (U) OPERATING LIMITATIONS. The follow-
1.ng limitations to pararescue CR operations are 
imposed by reason of logistics, resources, 
operational necessity or other significant fac­
tors. For planning purposes, pararescuemen do 
not: 

a. (U) Provide security for a ratio of 
more than one (1) survivor or evader per two (2) 
pararescuemen ell!ployed (R-SOLL - three evaders 
per one pararescueman employed). 

b. (U) Operate without available elec-
tronic corrmunications. 

c. (U) Operate without knowing the rela­
tive position of the survivor (within the objec­
tive area). · 

d. {U) Operate without knowing the rela­
tive condition of the survivor (mobile or 
inmob 11 e). 

e. (U) Operate without i~diate recovery 
capability (within one (1) hour of initiating 
recall or withdraw action). 

f. (U) Operate without protective fire 
support capability. 

g. (U) Operate 1n elements larger than 
six (6) inen. 

h. (U) Operate outside of training or 
experience levels (as verified by official 
training records). 

10-9. (U) EMPLOYMENT CRITERIA. The following 
criteria are the 111inimum that should be con­
sidered for the tactical employment of para-
rescue personnel : • 

a. (U) The number of pararescue personnel 
employed in a single CR air or surface scenario 
will be determined by the ARRS Mission Corrmander 
as authorized by ARRS directives and with the 
advice of the pararescue NCOIC. 

b. (U) Planned employment of pararescue 
will give priority considerat i on to the rapid 
extraction of individuals detected or otherwise 
seriously threatened by hostile forces. 

c. (U) Pararescue personnel employed in 
the surface component of a rescue operation will 
maintain a capability to c011111Unicate (receive 
and transmit) with support aircraft . 

10-10. (U) CONCEPTS OF EMPLOYMENT. The fol­
lowing fundame ntal concepts of employing R-SOLL 
forces, and specifically pararescue personnel, 
apply to R-SOLL operations: 

a. {U ) The general concept of employing 
R-SOLL forces is to assist in infiltrating and 
securing/exffltrating the SAR objective. 

b. (U) The concept of operatfons for 
employment of pararescue in support of R-SOLL 
activities can genera l ly be divided into two 
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1reas: 
(1) (U) The first concept is 1s 1n 

1 ntegra ted crewiember on rotary-wing aircraft 
for missions of opportunity or preplanned 111s­
sions that require limited involvement beyond 
the capab111ties of the aircraft. 

(2) (U) Additionally, R-SOLL forces 
have the capability to expeditiously insert a 
highly trained pararescue element possessing 
sinall inns firepower, COlll!llnicatfons, advanced 
tactical ind survival skills ind specialized 
11edical treatlllent capabilities to assist . in 
securing, positioning and preparing SAR objec­
tive for rapid extraction. 

(a) (U) Pararescue elements can 
be inserted by rotary-wing aircraft (including 
airlanding, hoist, parachute, rappelling and 
free-fall swimier delivery) or fixed wing air­
craft (including airlanding 1nd parachute 
del fvery}. 

(b) (U) Extraction of para­
rescue teams and SAR objective may be accom­
plished by helicopter and fixed wing aircraft. 

10-11. (U) OPERATING CRITERIA. The following 
crf teria wil 1 be given priority consideration 
and be strictly enforced when conducting air and 
surface combat rescue operations. 

a. (U) Pararescue personnel will plan so 
as to be inserted by aircraft to a specific tar­
get or impact point (LZ/OZ) located within the 
OA. All planned surface operations should be 
conducted within the OA. 

b. (U) All pararescue surface activity 
conducted outside the OA will be considered 

I evasive action and a necessary alternative to 
the primary mission plan. 

c. (U) Pararescue surface operations will 
be planned to be conducted within protective 
fire support capability. 

d. (U) Pararescue personnel invol ved in a 
surface CR scenario will move as quickly as the 
tactical situation permits, but will not be 
bound by mission plan to move faster than a rate 
of one (l) kilometer per two (2) hours. The 
mission commander retains the authority to 
initiate a recall at any time during an R-SOLL 
surface operation. 

e. (U) Pararescue personnel may plan sur­
face activities to include 1110ving i1T1110bile sur­
vivor(s) a maxi111Um distance of one (1) ki lometer 
(six-man team). 

f. (U ) Para rescue personnel may plan to 
sustain day surface operat ions for a maximum 
period of six (6) hours from time of insertion. 

g. (U) Pararescue personnel may plan to 
sustain night surface operations for a maximum 
period of 30 11i nut es before 1 as t light to 30 
~inutes after first light. 

h. (U) All phases of combat recovery 
operations 111Jst be controlled situations. When 
either the aircraft commander or a surface 
employed pararescueman senses an impending loss 
of control, a recall will be initiated. Orderly 
withdrawals l!llst be planned actions and must be 
executed exped i tiously. Both the aircraft com-
11ander and the team leader must monitor the com-
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bat ·situation to insure timely recall procedures. 
1. (U) Both the aircraft cOll'llllnder 1nd 

te1111 leader retain the authority to initiate a 
planned recall at any time during the surface 
operation. When either 1nitfates a recall. an 
orderly withdrawal wfll be completed. 

10-12. {U) CONCEPTS OF OPERATION. The follow­
ing fundamental concepts of cOiiiiat rescue opera­
tions appl1 to pararescue etnployment. 

a. (U) Fixed Wing . Pararescue personnel 
will function as scanners, provide emergency 
medical care, and aircraft defensive system 
operation during airborne operations. They wi l l 
serve as an extension of the aircraft when 
~loyed in the OA via afrland or parachute 
methods to locate, contact. secure, assist and 
recover the survivor(s). 

b. (U) Rotary Wing . Pararescue personnel 
will function as armament systems operators, 
scanners and provide emergency medical care dur­
ing airborne operations. They will serve as an 
extension of the aircraft by being employed in 
the OA vfa afrland, low hover, rope insertion/ 
extra ction, hof st, free-fa 11 swirrmer or para­
chute insertion methods to locate, contact, 
secure, assist and recover survivor(s). 

10-13. (U) CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS. The follow­
ing information describes typical methods of 
conducting combat rescue operations. It is 
intended to be used as guidance for planning and 
executing CR operations. 

a. (U) General. After notification of a 
CR operation, pararescue personnel will initiate 
mission planning and equipment preparation acti­
vities as directed by the ARRS Mission Com­
mander, Aircraft Conmander, and/or pararescue 
NCOIC. Upon receipt of the execution order, 
pararescue personnel will assist with aircraft 
equipment up 1 oad as directed and authorized by 
the Aircraft Corrmander (AC). Respective aircrew 
(assigned weapon) pos i tions will be configured 
as briefed. Medical supplies, individual equip­
ment and pararescue section equipment will be 
loaded and positioned IAW ARRS and unit direc- ' 
tives. Indi vi dual issue sma 11 arms, munfti ons 
and pyrotechni cs wil 1 be inspected and deter­
mined safe and serviceable. Insertion/extrac­
tion equipment wi ll be inspected, .determined 
~erviceable and rigged as required. 

b. (U) Air Operations. Inmediately after 
aircraft launch, and during the ing~ess/egress 
of the OA, pararescue personnel wi ll follow 
route progress of tbe aircraft on designated, 
sanitized maps and confirm waypoint passage as 
applicable. They will scan the sky and surface 
for the presence of any air-to-air and ground­
to-air threat. Suspected threats will be called 
out to the aircrew. Pararescue personnel will 
continue to visua ll y monitor the location and 
actions of the suspected t hreat until ft is con­
firmed •friendly". or a "no threat" condition is 
determi ned. A conf i rmed threat will be reacted 
to by IRCM activation or talc.en under fir~ by 
helicopter armament IAW ROE and/or at the direc­
tion of the AC or fire direction controller. 
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Pararescue personnel will prepare for surface 
employment at the planned till! or as directed by 
the AC. Authorization will be obtained from the 
AC prior to leaving the armament position and/or 
terminating duties as annament operator or 
scanner. Upon arrival at the OA, the AC and 
pararescue tea111 leader (TL) wfll 1111ke a 1111tual 
operational and technical assessment of the tac­
tical situation. The designated dropmaster or 
jumpmaster will cmraence duties as planned or 
directed by the AC. Pararescue insertion pro­
cedures will comnence as planned or as directed 
by the AC and TL. After physical contact with 
the survivor, expeditious extraction will be 
given priority. Recall or abort situations 
prior to evader contact will give priority to 
pararescue extraction. Pararescue extraction 
procedures will conmence as planned or as 
directed by the AC and TL. The TL or his 
designated representat 1ve wil 1 conduct a head 
count irrmedi ately after boarding the aircraft 
and confi nn the presence of a 11 personnel with 
the AC or a designated crewmember. After 
extraction by the inserting aircraft, surface 
employed pararescue personnel will resume air­
crew duties as planned or as authorized by the 
AC. Any urvnanned aircraft armament or scanning 
positions will be reported innediately to the 
AC. After extraction by other than the insert­
ing aircraft, surface employed pararescue per­
sonnel wil 1 be quickly positioned and secured 
aboard the aircraft and transported to the 
planned or directed recovery base/location. In 
this situation aircrew and/or medical duties 
wi 11 not be performed except as directed or 
authorized by the AC or TL. 

c. (U) Surface Operations. During sur­
face operations employment, pararescue personnel 
will use authorized small arms and munitions as 
necessary to provide security for themselves and 
the evader. They will conduct discrete cOl11llJni­
cations and signalling as planned or directed by 
the TL. All pararescue personnel will rally at 
a designated location inmediately after inser­
tion. A head-count and assessment of the team's 
tactical integrity will be conducted. The area 
threat situation will be assessed by the TL. 
Tactical evasive movement to the objective will 
be undertaken by all personnel. Movement fonna­
tions, point and area reconnaissance, navigation 
and mantracking requirements will be perfonned 
as planned or as directed by the TL. Visual 
contact with hostile forces which threatens to 
compromise the security of para rescue personne 1 
will result in inmediate initiation of recall 
procedures at the discretion of either the AC or 
TL. Aerial surveillance and fire suppression 
will be available. In the event of chance con­
tact with hostile forces, para rescue personnel 
wi 11 initiate planned inmedi ate actions, direct 
close-in fire suppression or close air support, 
break contact with the threat, exfiltrate to a 
planned extraction point and initiate the 
appropriate extraction plan. Physical contact 
with the survivor will be accomplished as 
planned or as directed by the TL. Medical 
treatment, security and other assistance will be 
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provided at the discretion of the TL. Upon com­
pletion of the contact plan and survivor identi­
fication and authentication, the pararescue per­
sonnel will exfiltrate the survivor to the pri­
IW!ry or alternate extraction zone. After area 
reconnaissance is conducted, area security and 
discrete COlllllUnications or signalling will be 
established. Preparations for extraction will 
be completed, and the extraction plan will be 
executed as planned or as directed by the AC and 
TL Landing zone authentication w111 be con­
ducted by the pararescue personnel prior to com-
1111tment of the aircraft. Pararescue personnel 
will control and provide cover fire during the 
withdrawal to the aircraft and onload/extraction 
of all personnel. 

10-14. (U) OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS. 
a. (U) When airborne, overlapping scan­

ning responsibilities will be assigned to all 
crewmembers. Specific weapons manning require­
inents and fields of fire will be assigned during 
11issfon planning. Scanning and fields of fire 
assignments should overlap, specifically when 
operating within the objective area. The abil­
ity to recognize, accurately acquire, and 
neutralize a target rust be maintained by all 
aircrew members. This applies to aircraft anna­
ment systems and individual small arms opera­
tions . When pararescue personnel are deployed 
out of the aircraft, available aircraft fire­
power is reduced and areas around the aircraft 
are not provided with cover ff re. Mission plan­
ning must reflect those considerations, and 
alternative actions wil 1 be developed to 11ini­
mize the vulnerability of the aircraft and 
aircrew. 

b. (U) It is essential to minimize time 
in the objective area in order to reduce 
aircraft/aircrew vulnerability. Para rescue sur­
face employment is a tactic used to decrease 
time in the object i ve area by expediting survi­
vor preparation and extraction. Pararescue per­
sonnel provide a reliable co11111and, control and 

~Ollllluni cations 1 i nlc between the rescue aircrew 
1 and survivor. 

c. (U) Pararescue personnel 11ust be cap­
able of surface operations across the full spec­
trum of weather and ambient light conditions in 
which the rescue aircraft can operate. Clande­
stine conduct of the recovery operation signifi­
cantly enhances the tactical advantages of 
speed, surprise, camouflage, cover, concealment 
and deception. Coordinated surface movement and 
fire suppression coordination is a necessity. 
Movement should be limited to the terrain within 
the geographical perimeter of the objective area 
which provides the greatest amount of cover and 
concealment for recovery and defensive or 
evasion actions. 

d. (U) Survivors lllJSt be authenticated 
prior to extraction from a tactical environment 
in order to prevent enemy i nfil t ration of the 
recovery operation. When reliable visual or 
verbal authentication techniques are not 
expected to be available, a physical contact 
plan must be developed to assure authentication 
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of the objective. Contact plans w111 be based 
on the known pos1t1on or location of the objec­
t 1ve. or the use of • predes 1 gna ted contact 
pofnt. Contact plans wfll be afforded appropr1-
ate secur1ty protection 1n accordance with 
theater or higher headquarters guidance. 

e. (U) Since rescue aircraft 11ay be for­
ced off scene by hostile ffre while pararescue 
personnel are on the ground, all employed para­
rescue personnel 111st be equipped for and capa­
ble of unassisted escape and evasion. 

f. (U) Evading pararescue personnel will 
attempt to avoid enemy contact in the surface 
environment. In the event of chance contact. 
they w111 suppress enemy fire to the extent 
required, evade the enemy, and withdraw or 
revert to the avoidance tactic. 

10-15. (U) TACTICAL TRAINING. To support the 
Contat Rescue ~1ssion, pararescuemen must 
receive training and achieve knowledge and task 
performance levels conmensurate with combat mis­
sion requirements. 

a. (U) Training in the following skill 
areas is required. 

procedures 

(1) (U) 

gJ rn~ 
(4) (U) 

~~~ rn~ 
(7) (U) 
(8) (U) 
(9) (U) 

Aircrew duties 
Aircraft armament operation 
Basic .combat techniques 
Small anns employment skills 
Munitions employment 
Escape and evasion 
Einergency 111edical treatment 
Threat recognition 
Counter threat systems and 
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• 10) (U) Recovery dev1ces 
(11) (U) Insertion/extraction systems 

and procedures 
(12) (U) CW defensive operations 

b. (U) The unit c01111111nder is responsible 
for providing required pararescue combat train-

. ing. The• pararescue NCOIC 1s respons1ble for 
finpleinenting higher headquarters directed train­
ing and the development of the unit's train1ng 
prograai. 

c. (U) Tactical training with UW-oriented 
eletnents of sister services is encouraged and is 
an acceptable means of acquiring a tactical 
capability. 

(1) (U) Training managers wtll 
ensure that proper roles and tasks of all parti­
cipants are understood. 

(2) (U) Pararescue participation 
wi 11 be concurrent wt th ARRS emp 1 oyment po 1f cy 
during the conduct of joint services exercises. 

10-16. (U) SUMMARY. Pararescue personnel lllilY 
be inserted from fixed and/or rotary wing air­
craft to be used in surface contat rescue opera­
tions. To support the requirement of speed and 
secrecy during planning and execution of a com­
bat rescue operation, coordination among all 
aircrew 111errbers is essential throughout. On­
scene decisions must be ti111ely, easily under­
stood, and result in workable plans. These 
plans rust be understood by all crewmentiers and 
should include alternate actions for unplanned· 
eventualities. 


