
1977 McKinley Log 

Friday 19 May 77 

Lt Brooks flies HH-3 from Talkeetna to the base camp at 7000’ SE Fork Kahiltna Glacier 
First load consisted of Lapointe, Rick Terry, and Bill Eby 

We set up base camp and dig out a latrine while awai�ng for the next group of PJs. Set up the HF radio but it 
was not working properly. 

LtCol Long flies in group 2 Henderson, Paul Koester, Bruce Hickson. A�er he takes off for return to base, I 
discover that Group 2 had forgoten the gas in the sec�on. 

Lt Brooks returns with the gas.  Henderson cooked dinner. 

 

Saturday 20 May 77 

0700 Rise  Hickson cooks breakfast 

0900 Leave for cache at camp 2 

1300 Arrive camp 2. Bury loads in snow cache 

1330  Depart camp to for base camp 

1530 Arrive back at base camp.    LaPointe cooks dinner 

1630 Everyone napping except for LaPointe. He sorts loads for the evening carry. 

1800 LaPointe wakes everyone up 

1900  Depart for camp 2 with load 2. Hickson has a headache 

2145 Arrive at camp 2 and add to the cache there 

2215 Depart camp 2 

2350 Arrive at base camp. I went to bed right away. The rest of the guys had supper. Today was a 17-hour day 
and we are all beat. I have a runny nose and took some sudafed 

 

Sunday 21 May 77 

0900 Henderson, Hickson, Koester get up 

1000 LaPointe, Eby & Terry get up 

Today is a rest day. We all have aching leg muscles from yesterdays load carries. It is 4 miles up to camp 2.  We 
did it 4 �mes so we walked 16 miles with 50 pound packs and pulling a sled with about 30 pounds. 

We will cached all remaining items at base camp and move up to camp 2 later today. Everyone is in good 
spirits. So far the weather has been good. In the a�ernoons the high peaks cloud up due to temperature 



varia�ons. But that does not affect us down here on the glacier. Every now and then an avalanche comes down 
on Mt Hunter or Foraker. 

1200 We atempt HF radio contact with the RCC on 57 10 but no contact. Perhaps it is broken and we are 
going to leave it at the base camp cache. 

1600 Depart base camp for camp 2 

1930 Arrive camp 2. Set up tents and sort loads. 

2230 Depart camp 2 to put in a cache just below Kahiltna Pass 

0130 Arrive cache site with 36 food bags, 6 gallons of gas  and misc. 

0230 Arrive back at camp 2. We all super hydrate with hot fluids. Hickson cooked dinner. Henderson melted 
snow for water.  Hickson has upset stomach. LaPointe s�ll taking Sudafed. 

0300 Bed 

 

Monday 22 May 77 

0900 LaPointe up for weather check. Snowing and windy so I go back into my warm sleeping bag. 

1200  Up again. Weather is light snow, low visibility but no heavy winds. Eby says he is going to batle the 
elements and fire up the stoves. The rest of us get to work building snow walls around our tents.  

1400 We play cards to pass �me away 

1830  Communica�ons check completed with King 34. They advise us that the weather is going to be bad for 
the next couple days. We are going to try to move another load as far as possible tonight. 

2000 Depart Camp 2 with food and fuel to cache located at about 9,500. The weather was poor but 
workable. Light snow, light winds but visibility only 3 wands. 

0000 Arrive at Camp 3 Cache 3. A�er securing the gear we waste no �me ge�ng back to camp 2. 

0200 Arrive back at Camp 2. Cook supper  

0300 Bed  

During PRC-90 HC-130 communica�ons passed the following informa�on.   At camp 2 in poor weather. One 
load half way to camp 3. We have to make 3 ferry loads to move camp. Es�mate 14,300 feet in 6-8 days. All PJs 
in good health 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 23 May 1977 

0930 LaPointe up. Cleans rain fly. Weather looking good. Lay out sleeping bags and down liners. Looks like 
everything will be dry in a couple of hours. We will move to camp 3 today. C3 will be at 11,000 feet on Kahiltna 
Glacier 

1030 Everyone is awake. Radio contact with Elmendorf completed via Radio Anchorage. Cooking breakfasts 
and drying gear 

1330 Start for camp 3 

1600 Arrive cache. Pickup med kit, 1 gallon of fuel, and 6 food bags. 

1945 Arrive camp 3. Shovel tent pla�orms and dig kitchen. I am feeling a litle poor. Every now and then I 
need to stop and catch my breath or I involuntarily sigh. It is my body talking to me telling me not go much 
higher un�l beter acclima�ze to this al�tude. 

0030 Everyone to sleep 

During PRC-90 HC-130 communica�ons passed the following informa�on.   At camp 2.  Weather good. Last 
night moved another load to cache. Cache is located at approximately 9,500 feet. Will move to camp 3 today. 
All PJs in good health 

Tac�cs C2 to C3 
We now have 1 food load 60% of the way to C3. Due to bad weather, we are stuck at C2. When the weather 
clears, we will move all the food and fuel except 4 food bags and 4 1 quart fuel botles. 

To Camp 3  72 food bags 10 gallon fuel 
Use at camp 3  9 food bags 
Cache at camp 3 6 bags & 1 & ½ gallon fuel 

 

 

Wednesday & Thursday 24-25 May 

Acclima�za�on stop  

 

Friday  26 May 

0930 Up.  Shovel tents and camp. Approximately 1 foot snow fell last night.  Weather today is light snow,  

five knot winds, 1000 foot ceiling in 1 mile visibility 

1030 Radio communica�ons with HC-130 

1145 Depart camp 3 with loads for camp 4. Camp 4 will be at 12,500 feet 

1330 Only got half way to camp 4 due to bad weather. Cached gear at approximately 12,000 feet. 



Back at camp 3 melt water and eat dinner. 

1600 Weather has finally cleared up. Shovel tents and pack next loads 

1730 Depart camp 3 with loads for camp 4 at 12,500 feet 

2030 Arrive camp 4. Cache gear and returned to 12,000 foot temporary cache. Move that gear up to camp 4 

2100 Move temporary cache up to camp 4 

2200 Arrive camp 4 with temporary cache. Head back to camp 3 

2340 Arrive back at camp 3. Melt water & eat dinner 

0200 Bed 

 
To camp 4  54 food bags 8 gallons fuel 
Use at camp 4  3 food bags 

 

 

Saturday  27 May 

1000 Wake up. Depart camp 3   Arrive cache and camp 4 

        Examined 35-year old climber/doctor with suspected al�tude illness. Seems OK but he said he heard  

             gurgling sounds in his lungs on the way to 14,000 feet  

Depart camp 4  Arrive camp 5 at 14,300 feet 

 Radio telephone with RCC and base weather. Gave loca�on and our inten�ons 

 

Sunday  28 May 

1000 Wake up. Eat and rest.  Weather is light snow, 10 knot winds, visibility 1 mile 

1300 Radio telephone check in by Wetzel to RCC. Gave loca�on and our inten�ons 

1930 Depart camp 5 for camp 4 to get last of our cache located there. 

2015 Arrive camp 4. Picked up food, fuel and medical kit. 

2300 Arrive back at camp 5. Made dinner 

0030 Bed 

To camp 5  51 food bags 8 gallons fuel 

Use at camp 5  7 food bags 
Cache at camp 5 14 food bags   2 gallons fuel 



 

 

Monday  30 May 

1240 Awaken. Everyone gone to pick up loads. Eat, read and fill out this log. Genet’s group is gone and we   

             have camp 5 to ourselves 

1300 Listened to local news and weather on AM radio. 

1400 Japanese climbers requests assistance. They have one man at 17,200 feet with pulmonary edema.  

             Pulse 200  respira�ons 35 is cyano�c and comatose.  Contacted the Na�onal Park Service. They  

             informed us that Genet will atempt to get him down.  Contacted RCC using radio telephone. Captain 

            Dorman RCC controller gave us permission to treat the pa�ent. He has an HC-130 on standby to airdrop  

             medical supplies  

1730 Radio telephone contact with RCC. The HC-130 will drop medical supplies. Tried to phone PJ NCOIC 

             John Tobey but he was not at home or at the squadron 

 

 

Tuesday   31 May 

0800 Awaken.  Breakfast.   Japanese climbers descending fixed line from 16,000 feet to 14,000 camp 

0900 Japanese climbers not moving for unknown reasons 

0930 Sent Terry, Koester, Hickson and Eby up fixed lines to assist 

1100 Terry and Eby reach HAPE vic�m. Pa�ent in cri�cal condi�on. Other members of the Japanese climbing 

              team exhausted. They are located half way down the fixed lines from 16,000 feet. 

1130 Provided SITREP using radio telephone to Na�onal Park Service and RCC. HAPE pa�ent pulse 150 and  

              respira�ons 25 and shallow.  

1230 Medical gear enroute by HC-130 for paradrop if needed. US Army CH47 standing by at Talkeetna.  

              I suggested that we also send Henderson out on the same helo that flies out the HAPE pa�ent 

 Genet descended and is helping out with a small cylinder of oxygen to treat the HAPE pa�ent 

1245 All Japanese climbers and PJs at the botom of the fixed lines 

1300 HAPE pa�ent being carried on the back of one of the PJs from botom of fixed lines to camp 5 at 14,000 

1400 Everyone now at camp 5 



1415 CH-47 lands near camp 5.  Evacuates the Japanese HAPE vic�m and Henderson 

1500 Rest for everyone. Repair camp 5 from CH-47 rotor wash and disorganiza�on that occurred during  

             rescue of Japanese climber 

1800 Dinner for all. Telephone calls back to Elmendorf. 

 

1 June 77 

Cache at camp 5, 14,300 feet consists of 4 gallons fuel, 2 bags misc drinks, 6 breakfasts, 7 lunches, and 6 
dinners 

0800 Awaken.   Breakfasts 

1000 Sor�ng loads: 2 gallons fuel, team gear, and personal gear 

1245 Depart camp 5 for camp 6 at 17,200 feet. 

1500 On top of 16,000 foot ridgeline. Phoned Tobey at the PJ sec�on and provided our plans for the next 

           couple days 

1800 Arrived camp 6 at 17,200 feet. Set up camp.  Temperature -20°F, weather clear above 12,000 feet, 
winds 7 knots, visibility unlimited 

2300 Everyone to bed  

To camp 6  30 bags food 5 gallons fuel 
Use at camp 6  6 food bags 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 2 June 77 

1000 Awaken, melt water and breakfasts 

1300 Depart camp 6 for camp 7 at Denali Pass 18,000 feet 

1800 Arrive camp 7. Set up camp, melt water, dinner and then sort gear for next days summit atempt 

2000 Phoned Wetzel at Elmendorf with update to be passed to Tobey. Then everyone to bed to rest for  

summit atempt tomorrow 

To camp 7 24 bags food 4 gallon fuel 

 



Friday, 3 June 77 Summit Day 

 

Sunday, 5 June   

Start descent for trip off mountain. 

 

Tuesday, 7 June 77 Arrive SE Fork of Kahiltna Glacier for extrac�on by HH-3’s 

 

Team Gear Carried All Times 

M-13 2 ea PRC-90 Radio telephone 2 shovels, small 
Snow saw Stove MRS, 1 ea Stove Op�mus 111B, 1ea 1 qt fuel botles, 5 each 
Team med kit, 1 ea Personal med kit, 2 ea 2 qt pots, 2 ea Tents, 2 ea 
Signal mirror, 2 ea AM radio, 1 ea Thermometer, 1 ea Repair kit, 1 ea 

 

Personal gear Carried All Times 

Fiber fill sleeping bag Lightweight down 
sleeping bag 

Gortex sleeping bag 
cover 

Foam sleeping pad 

Down jacket and pants Wind jacket and pants Mitens, lightweight 
fiberfill 1pr 

Gauntlets, 1 pr 

Face mask Ski Goggles Sleeping boo�es 1 pr Pee botle, 1 ea 
Jumars, 2ea  Camera Cup and spoon Mitens, wool 1 pr 
Water botle, 2ea Balaclave, 1 ea Scarf, 1 ea Sun Screen 
Zinc Oxide Silk gloves   

 

 

 

 

Radio Communica�ons 

Elmendorf MARs   0730 – 1600 Mon-Fri 
Frequency 40 26.5 14.5  

Alaska MARs net 1430 – 1500 Mon – Fri 
Frequency 40  61  11.5  20 

Civilian members  from 1930 – 2000  Mon – Fri 
Frequency   40  61 

 



CB Conversions 

Channel 9 27.065   Channel 19 27.185 

               11 27.085   Channel 14 27.125 

 

Military Airways HF Freqs 

5710 5703 4442 

  



 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 


