9 October 1976 SAR for hunter PJ Lapointe

On this date while assigned to the 715 Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Squadron based
at Elmendorf AFB, Anchorage Alaska, participated in a rescue mission to assist a
hunter trapped on a cliff in Resurrection Bay and was unable to climb up or down
without risking. We were alerted by phone calls at 8:20 p.m. The alert helicopter could
not get to the site due to bad weather. So a ground rescue team was requested by the
Alaska Rescue Coordination Center. The team members were:

e TSgt Terry Wetzel

e SSgt Robert LaPointe

e AI1C Stephen Buergin

e AI1C Robert Owen
The team members gathered medical gear, mountain rescue equipment, field packs
and headed to the flight line where a helicopter would transport us to Seward Airport.
We departed ElImendorf AFB at 9 p.m. and landed at 9:45 p.m. The local police met us
at the airport and put us up for the night at the police station. The only beds they had
available were in their jailhouse and we assured them that we had no problems
spending the night in their otherwise empty jail. We were informed that a U.S. Coast
Guard ship would transport us to the rescue area early the next morning. We also
learned that the distressed hunter was part of a three man hunting party. One member
of that group of hunters had walked back to their boat and used the boat to get to
Seward and notify authorities that two other hunters were still in the mountains and one
of those two needed to be rescued. The one not needing to be rescued remained on
scene to assist the trapped man if he fell down to the bottom of the cliff. Fishing boats
passing by the area of the trapped hunter after dark reported flashlight signaling and
distress shots.

Before sunrise we loaded up the Coast Guard ship and they landed us near the cliff at 8
a.m. on October 10™. From the ship, we could see some sort of signal flag. We started
to hike to the base of the mountain where the signal was seen and found the hunter
who did not need to be rescued. He informed us that he had left a red handkerchief at
the top of the cliff the trapped hunter was on. We continued to hike up the hillside and



on the top we found the handkerchief. From the top of the cliff Airman Owens spotted a
blue jacket. Two rappel ropes were set up and SSgt LaPointe and Airman Owens
rappelled downward where the man was found covered in blood. The medical
examination revealed that the man had died of his injuries. We yelled this information to
the cliff top where TSgt Wetzel radioed a report in to the police and asked them to notify
the RCC that we needed a helo to extract the remains of the deceased hunter. SSgt
LaPointe descended to set up the helicopter landing zone. A1C Buergin, TSgt Wetzel
and A1C Owens remained at the incident site and gathered the victims personal items
and waited for the helo. HH-3 helicopter arrived and dropped a body bag. PJ’s placed
the body into the bag and used the HH-3 hoist to recover the body. Team climbed down
and boarded the helicopter. Flew first to Seward Airport where the State Police asked
us to transport the body to Anchorage. Helicopter then took off for EImendorf and
landed at the hospital helo pad. Remains were transferred to the hospital staff.
Helicopter then returned to rescue ramp at EImendorf AFB.









