PARARESCUE MISSION REPORT

‘—

PAi*T ONE- OPERATIONAL

1 PGAHIZATION |LOCATION 2. MISSION NO. 3. AIRCRAFT
71ARRS Elmendorf AFB, AR 096 HH-3
-l i
34 T EE D ATiON RESEPT TN DOATE TIMT L MISLZSION A OVARE 1T YT [}
1A F—l‘q[‘r) o O \—nr'»\r:vum BIJUNL 2025) At wueen /"’“”’“"“ ' g2l ]h:4
h 8 J un 7(;»—._..‘ i MM“:;.;T\:’ AlA:hj.\—t;\J‘f-. Bl ‘?] lO ' EXITRACTIUN O Fj';‘A 1 IFN.W 5(]“ “‘/_',i".f;, » _»‘ .h_ Ji!f’."
| N TR Telephone DEPLOYMENT u 2115] DELIVERY OF PT. TO DEFINITIVE CARS " 2215
ETiAL ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO DEPLOYMENT
See attached narrative
]
SR _IyYMENT 3. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN DEPLOYMENT [10. EQUIPMENT F,.?S‘ \"';k ~‘{} \‘*-u
X | acr~ Lanoin RADIO ¥ | x |MOUNTAIN
V mamacay-e STROBE/FLARH X HOUSEKEEPING i
.t i JUMP KIT % N JLITTERITYPEN] Y X
| sT~ER BACKUP KIT » OTHER:
OXYGEN Blankets < | &
| v MA-1 Sleep Bag| | ~

)F POST

DEPLOYMENT ACTIVITIES

See attached narrative #1, 2, and 3

._...__{_j..,ﬁ-- __.______-

vie
P s

| O I L 5]

MMARY OF MEANS OF EVACUATION

tims and 2 PJs airlifted back by chopper
s walked to highway, rode with state police
deceased left at scene, airlifted out two days later

B

AND RE ODMMENDATIONS

ee attached narrative
y
i
S
L; R7 14¥N: MEDICAL (~Atteeh separate ARKO Fom 2, Part 2, for each tndividual patient)
F‘. By 15. MEDICAL SITUATION ORIGINALLY REPORTED
NAME RANK PDUTY TITLE
L
L lo Fischer gMSgt| NCOIC PJ ; ;
— 9 e E 5 NSSg 5 One person standing and one person lying near
Eorbert LaPonte escueman .
- s g4 arar” £ a burning wreckage.
S —ephen Buergin AlC
*chael BuonaugunipAlC B
"

NG

Ward Warren
K MhIet

N N MR PaYREY

|
-

ARRS FoBM. D

NAN T A



YSICAL EXAM FINDINGS

P R
S-e attached narrative
B WEE T BP R CONDITION OF PATIENT TREATMENT PERFORMED
i |
1 |
- , K 5
B T i i
! |
. L
i |
SISO | SHRS.
WO L i
| ]
S { v’
@
- JE
% Y S IES UTILIZED
= P BT | 1TEMS
See attached narratives
S 1
22 L EE AN HECOMMENDATIONS
T: an area habitated by grizzles and brown bear, rescue team on the scene with dead
ar 1/or burned victims should stay on constand alert for marauding bears. In surface
e' icuation, deceased burn victims should not be taken along to jeopardize team members
ar 1 live victims. The carrying of .44 magn. revolvers does not assure complete safety.
NAMt RANK SIGNATURE o e
,UDU c.J. SMSgk _/-‘"i’/l@(v x’?/~ ?””f e —

1.4%




Attachment 1, Mission Narrative (#096)

Ground Rescue Team Report

Team Members: SMSgt. Udo Fischer, NCOIC Pararescue (Team Leader)
SSgt. Robert Lapointe
A1C. Stephen Buergin
Al1C, Michael Buonaugurio
AlC. Ward Warren (HH-3 Alert Crew PJ)

Date of Mission: 8 and 9 June 1976

Location: Anthracite Ridge Mountain, Alaska. Elevation: 4,400',
About 3 Air Miles north of Glenn Highway, Mile Post 93 (about 5
to 6 miles on foot from highway to crash site on mountain).

Mission: Alaska CAP, DeHavilland DH-2 (N51141G), crashed with 3
persons aboard (males/ 2 injured/ 1 deceased), crashed
in afternoon of 8 June 1976, spotted and reported by a
passing light aircraft.

Weather (at crash site): mostly closed in by low cloud cover;
constant heavy rain; snowing at night; air temperature variable
between 320 and 45° F.; winds WSW 10 to 20 knots; visibility on
ground: between 50 and 100 feet (except for short periods of high
visibility when clouds broke up temporaily). Terrain: mountenous
and adverse,

EVENTS (as encountered by PJ Ground Team)

1845/8-6: SMSgt. Fischer was notified (telephone) at home by the
unit operations officer, Major Tobik, about the reported incident
and the requirement to organize a PJ ground team ( 4 PJs) to reach
the crash site to aid, rescue and recover possible survivors ( 2
survivors were initially reported ). The weather in the area was
reported below minimums to get the alert chopper in. The HH-3 was
on its way back to base to pick up the ground team and a state
trooper.

1900/8-6: Selection made of available team members; initial brief-
ing and mission planning.

1915/8-6: Team at Squadron. FCIF feview, additional input from
operations officer. ETA of Jolly 74 at Hangar 1l: 2000 hours.

1930/8-6: Team at RCC., Obtain area maps and pinpoint location.
No additional information available,

1930/8-6: Team at Hangar 1 PJ alert equipment facility. Obtain
additional mission equipment and prepare for trip. Did decide
against taking along weapons since state trooper would carry then,
Each man was to carry at least two full canteen cans of water, extra
clothing and chow for three days (plus). '



Eguipment Selected:

Field Packs, Individual (&)

Tent, L-man type (1)

Rain Gear, Individual (4)

Pack, Mountaineering Mission (1)

Ropes, Gold Line, 120' (4)

Pararescue Medical Kit (1) (one additional on J74)
Medical Kit, Mtn-Rescue (1)

Radio, PRC-90 (4)

Stokes Litter (1) (one more on J74)
Blankets/Sleeping Bags (for survivors)

2025/8-6: Take off in Jolly 74, Land at Palmer Airport (no state
trooper); pilot talked to person who saw the crash site from air,
Continue flight toward crash site area.

2110/8-6: Clouds in crash site area had broken up and allowed
flight into arez. Spotted wreckage and two persons nearby.

2115/8-6: Jolly 74 touched down on small platean, about 100 yards
from wreckage. All five PJs disembarked and hezded for victims;
litters, blankets and medical kits were taken along. SMSgt. Fischer
nzndled radio and delegated two PJs to each of the two victims.

The victims sat huddled together next to the burned out and smolder-
ing engine; both appeared to have multiple injuries; they were in an
obvious state of shock and hypothermic; they were soaking wet from
the cold rain and wind; they wore each a thin shirt, a pair of pants
znd shoes. Both were bresthing; no uncontrolled hemorrhaging was
visible which could be 1life-threatening. One man was able to talk
intelligently; the other was semicontious.

There was no smell of fuel fumes; no sign of spilled fuel; the
wreckage was smoldering but not burning anymore. The victims receiv-
ed their initiel PE and treatment where they were found. Upon qu-
estioning, the talking survivor said that a third person was in tne
wreckage; he was found by SMSgt. Fischer in the cockpit/cabin area
nnd completely charred beyound recognition and help.

On-Scene trextment of survivors: Upon rezching the survivors and

- fter a quick visual PE, both were covered with blankets to retain

remaining bodyhent; the PE continued. Multiple cuts, contusions,

s brosions, ond fractures were noted on both victims. Hypothermia

cpvenred to be the life-threatening condition in both victims and

required immediate counter-action; the best remedy was to place the

victims into the helicopter and turn on the heaters. Since this was

the decision, IV procedures were not started until inside the heli-

copter.

'"he two survivors were placed on litters (and kept covered with
ankets and sleeping bags), and transported onto the helicopter.

ste Lopointe and ALC Warren were delegated to treat the injured

nflight and return to vase. SMSgt. Fischer, A1C Buonauguric and

A-1D



A

A1C Buerzin were required by helicopter load limitation to remain
=t the scene to be recovered lateron by another flight., They un-

1ozded their field packs «.nd the tent,

2135/8-6: J74 departs with the two survivors; the third victin
viing not touched due to lack of proper authorization from civil

authorities.

The remaining team placed their packs under a tarp; additional
clothing was donned, including full rain gear. Recovery within
three hours was anticipated. The team recognoitered the small
nlateau zrea for suitable campsite, presense of animals, =z=nd &
cround rcute from the mountain. The plateau was surrounded on
three sides by 100' vertcal cliffs, on the fourth side, the mount-
zin terrain elevated steeply to graater heights. Two possible
cround evacuation routes were established and visually recogn-

tered.
2200/6-6: Still daylight. Weather/clouds close back in. Visib-
11ty dropced to 50 feet. ileavy rain continued; snow mixed with

rain; temperatures drornped; wind rose to 20 knots steady.

2245/8-6: Chance forshelicopter pickup appeared out of the quest-
i0m duc to steady nsdverse weather conditions. Decision was made
tablish camp. The teit was pitched znd anchored with rocks.
5 consumed; «nd all hit the sack. Pensjuns and MK-17s were
went in raadiness in cose of bear visits; none showed up, even-
though we were in zn arew habitated by grizzly and brown bear.

0605/9-6: £11 ot dressed; made hot liquids and breckfast on MSR
stove, Pucked wll geur, e>cept for tent; stayed in tent and out
of rain and snow. 4 Inchec of snow on ground; visibility still
between 50 and 100 feet, !zade sketch of wreckace,

0930/9-56: J?L flew by in distance; no visual contact; establish-
ed ruodio contact on 282.8 UHF., No chance for pickup. I confirmed
nat team would remain on scene until this afternoon; if weather
would still be unfavorable for pickup, we would start walking to-
vard Glenn Highway without deceased victim; chance for encounter
with bear todgreut in presense of burned flesh odor.

o

12L5/9-6: Made decision to travel., Weather still closed in on us.
Prepared for foot travel.

1400/9-6: Team started to climb down through a chute covered with
tallus; climbed down the remaining heichts of the mountain, Then
thrcugh thickts, bush and forest, across several streams toward

the highway. During the travel, we noticed many signs and droppings
of large moose and bear; we had no encounter.

1600/9-6: A fter continuing and forced marsh, we reached the highway;
flazed down motorist to call the state troopers for tramsportation.

1710/9-6: King 3L flew above the clouds; radio contact: all well,
and informed him of our position and intentions.
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1800/9-6: State Trooper arrived, transported d!-ﬁéck to Elmenderf
L FZ,; contacted RCC and reported back in., Equipment was stowed away.
Mission completed at 2015 hours.

During the mission, we encountered no difficulties with equipment

or procedures. Evacuation of a burned body through bear country,
and on foot, would be a risky undertaking - even with heavy calibre
weapons avallable., Possible future missions of this sort should take
this into consideration; additional 1life would be jeopardiced.

/40%/ R

UL C.J. FESCHER, SMSst USAF
NCOIC Perarescue, 71 ARRS (MAZ)
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Attachment 2, Mission Nerrative ( /096 )

352t. Robert L, Lapointe, pararescue team member accompanying surv-
ivor on helicopter (J74) back to Elmendorf Hospital.

2135/8 June 1976: Departed crash scene with helicopter. Patient was
on litter und secured. IHeaters were turned up; doors/hatches closed

Potient, male, in his 40s or 50s. Burns, lst and second degree over
30% of body; primerily, face, arms and upper legs. Suspected fract-
ured Ulna and Radius in both arms. Fructured Tibiz and Fibula on
right leg, both ankles. Numerous abrasions and lacerations; no un-
controlled e¢xternal bleeding. Severe condition of hypothermia was
annearant and was life-threatening.

Treatment: lHeater on ful 'y bjankets under patient; wet clothing cut
off; covered with warm b .anket. Unable to start IV due to collapsed
veins in arms; encountercd turbulence, decided against cutdown nroc-
.edure due to short distance to hospital and severe turbulence. &
full arm splint applied to fractured arm; bandaging of lacerations.
Svlint on fractureqileg. Patient semi-conscious,

i fter landing at hospital, accompanied patient to emergency roon;
oriefed doctor, and assisted in treatment. IVs were tried unsucc-
essful by doctor and nurses; finally, the subclavian spproach succ-
eeded.

Lssisted in cleaning wounds and suturing. Accompanied patient to
surgery and observed procedures.

Items used from Medical Jump Kit:

Heavy angular scissor
Pen light

Lxl Gauze

Kerlex

One IV set-up

Splints full arm/leg.
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Attachment 3, Miszion Narrative (#096)

AlC, Ward J. ¥Warren, Parorescue Teamn Member accompanyins survivor
on helicopter (J74) back to Elmendorf [Hospital.

1700/8 June 1976: Assumed helicopter alert duties, and wss innm-
edintely scramblec. Were uncble to make visual contact with cresh
site of civilian aircraft due to low cloud ceiling and adv:rse
weather conditions., Returned to base to pickup PJ grouand tean.

Petienty, mele in lite 30s or early L4Os. 3rd degree burns of left
hznd and wrist; several lacerations on face; fractured rizht fore-
rm; pcssibvle fracture of both ankles. :‘everly hypothermic. Con-
scious.

Tremtment: Heaters on; blankets above ard below; unable to start
IVs inflisht due to turbulance and injuries to arms. Since close
to medical ficility, discontinued attempt to start IVs. Dressed
woundis.

Itens used from jungp kit:
Pocket D: Variocus Dressings
Pocket 3: IV setup material



