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APPROACH TO TEZ CARTIER, LT GRADIE PRGVIDID CRITICALLY YESDED
IZSTRNENT READINGS TC COORDINATE THE APPROACH. WITH $GT WILLINSHAM
DIRECTING THE TFFORTS OF NAVAL HMATNTINANCE FER3OEL TCTALLY Ur-
FAILIAR WITH THE HH-53C, THE FUEL LINE VAS BIPATRED WITH RUBBER
HOSZ AMD TAPI IN MINTHUX TIIT, AWARS OF THE INCRSASINGLY CRITICAL
SITUATION ON TUE ISLAND AND THAT DARKNESS WAS RAPIDLY APPROACHw .
ING, CAPT PURSER'S CREW TGOK OFF TC RITURM TO THT ISLAND AS SCON
AS THE TI:PORARY REPAIRS TO THE TULL LINE WERS COMPIETED. JOLLY

CREEY L3 DEPARTCD THE CURAL STA AT 1700, ARRIVING AT XGH TANG
ISLAND AT ABCUT 1730. TFOR TEE FIFTH TIIE TIHAT DAY, THZ CRev

SF JOLLY GT‘EEH L3 COIZITTED, ACATN WITHCIT RIGARD TO THDIR O
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LEACH ATD REIIAIRZD I
WHILE APPROACHIIC A IOVER AND WHILE

fAPDING AWD BATZSCH AND AT IMC

TIZ GROSHD, SCTS
TO THE CONSTANT AVD INTUNSEZ CROUID FIRE, USING THT ONI RIMAINING
VINIGUY OF TWZ RAMP AW) TNEIR AR-15S, TO MAXLNRI LFFECT. CNCT

USTATNED WUIERCUS HITS,

ACUND I A IHAIN ROT(R 3LADE SPAR. A4S GST PERSCINIL VERD CULOADIVG,
LT CRADLIE, MOVITORING ALL RADIO CILANELS a5 WiILL AS THZ INTERCOM,
REALIZED TUAT JOLLY GRUEM LL HAD BSZN COMITTED 70 THZ 34T LZ. BY
THIS TIIZ IT %WAS CCHPLETELY DARK. HIS QUICK TILNING AD IIXEDIATE
ACTICN IV BOIEFLY ILUDIINATING JOLLY CORUZN 43S PCSITICH "‘T:I AIS
SZARCH LIGHT, UNESSITATINGLY IXPGSING T ALRCRAFTS POSITICH 7
HCSTIIZ OBSIRVATION, PREZVENTED A DEVASTATING CRASH EICH WOULD

5T CLRTAIYLY HAVE QCURILD WIT

LAWDING LIGHTS, AND LOW ISVEL LIGIT 77 WZRE 1-.:.:.-_‘
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TNOFERATIVE AT THIS TIFE. CAPT BUPRSER'S CRUW CUCE MCSE DISPLAVI
EXTRAORDINARY COTRAGE, FLYING SKILL, AND CREY CCCRDINATION |
RAPINLY LOADTNG AYD SUGCESSFULLY TARKING CTF WITH Su FULIY LOADTD
MARTYIS, VERY CLGSE TO THE MAXIMOM LIPTING CAPACITY OF THI fH.53C.
AFTER OUF LOADING THE SkL MARINFS ON TIE USS CORAL SZi, JOLLY GRET

REFUSIED AMD AGATYN RETURNZD TO THE ISLAND, TO FIND QUT THAT TR LasT
OF TAE GSF HAD BUEN EXTRACTED JUST PRICR TO THEIR ARRIVAL. RLTURN-
ING 70 U-TAPAC, LOAGGED 16,1 HGURS OF FLYNG TINE. THE CRIW, FACIN

T
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THL DIVASTATIVNG FIRI
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RO W AT A
@ TUE EBNONY BOSITICNS T

2R THAT MAD CLATMED
THIOT MRLICOPTERS DURING T#I DAY, MADT FIVD SEPARATI APFROACELS
TO A UNOVER OF THZ ISLAND, OFTe WITHOUT USASLL ATRCFAFT UZAPOYS,
FOGROING THEM TO BILY O¥ TEEIR LAND REID VZAPOIS TO SUPRIES GRCUND
FIRE. TWERY APPRCACH WAS A CALCULATED RISKH AGEIVST ATCH ODD

NIGLSSITATID BY THE MISSIGH REQUIRRITNTS TO ZITIER TEINFCRCE COR

SYTRACT US MARINES. ZVEN AFTER SUSTAINING SZIVERD TATTIZ DT

T JAD INTIRSD QNE OF THE CRFW AND REMWDIIND AN TRCLINT INCZINATITE
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J. CITATICN FOR AIR FORCE CROSS: O THAT DATE, WHILE ENCAGED IN A
COMBAT ASSUALT OPIZRATION AGAINST A HSAVILY DEFZNDED ISLAND, CAPTATN
PURSER'S AIRCRATT CAME UNDZIR HEAVY AND CC 'S"‘"IT CRCUND FIRZ WHILE
THSERTING WO SEPAPATE CONTINCGENT OF MARTNESCROMID FORCES. IN
SPITE OF BATTIE DAVAGS RECIEVED IN THERZ ASSAULT OP"RA'"IO 15, CA?I'
PURSER EL...CJ.:_.D TO ATTENDT THD EXTRACTICN OF AN ISOLATED HARIME
FORCE AND IN THIS ACTION HIS AIRCRATrT RECEIVED ADDITIONAL DAMACE
REQUIRING HIM TO DIVERT TO THS ATRCRAFT CARRIER USS CORAL SEA WHERE
HE MADE A SINGLE ENGIYE LANDING WITH QILY 500 POUNDS CF USZABLE FUEL
RIVAI'ING. AYARE OF THE DESPERATE SITUATICH O THE ISLAND, HE
SOUCHT ZIERGENCY REPAIRS A'D RETURNZD AGATN TO THEL ISLAND, WHERE
FACING THE SAXEZ INTENSIVE GROUND FIRE AND TEE ADDID Ha ."LRD orF
DARKIESS, §7 YEWT INTC THE LANDING ZOME PUTTING IN HEAVY FIRS
OF HIS OW'\I ATD EXTRACTED O CF THE LAST CROUPS OF MARIVES ON THE
ISLAMD.

K. CITATIO‘J FO% SILVER STAR: C THAT DATE, (WAIE), 25 A MEMEER _]
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OF TH: CREW OF A IH~S53 HELICOPTER OPCRATING IN A CCIRAR JESATLT
AGAIMST A HTAVILY DEFSNDED ISLAND, CAIE UMDIR HIAVY A‘*TJ cORTIIRCUS
GROUND FIRE AS HIS AIRCRAVY ENGAGRD Ix THZ IUSLETION COF TR0 SLPARATE
CONTINGENTS OF FARIUL CRGUND CORCES. TR ATRCREATT DECZIVR
ADDITIONAL DAAGCT ATTIMPTING 20 BXTRNCT AY LA OGP GF M7 TEES
AT HAD TO }m A SINGIE THOIM: EMERGENCY LAYDING O TV ATICDATT
CATRIZDR USS CORAL SEA. DEICAUSE OF THE DESPIRATS SITUATION O TE
ISIATD EMERGEMCY REPAIRS WERD MADE EHAGCCLING THE AIRZRANFT 7C
ETUTN ACATN TO THE ISLAND, WIHRE FACING TiE SA3E INTINSE GROIND
FIX LD TEZ ADDITIGYAL PAZARD OF DARKES3 , TEL EXTRACTION OF OO

ISTAND WAS ACCOMPLISHED.
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