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Jolly Greon 43 (Capt. PU?%“) /- "‘_H
Subjectr Recommendation For Decoration For Herolsm
The following information is provided fpr your cons'i-dgration and ac{ion for th
.au".‘lrd of the appropriate decorations.

a., During joint operations resulting-in the 'rccovcry of the 55 Mayaquez

ond the return of hexr crew, the c¢rew of HH=-53C Jolly Green 43, consisting of
A v, ?5

Capt. Roland W, Purser, IR, 7ircroft Cormander; iLt. Robert P.

Lirn, T O
Gradle, (. Co-Fiiot; TSgt Billy D. Willingham, Flight Mechanic,
l--.F-. >

fmm, 'i'Sgt Peter S, Hn%:ling, — Pararescue Tochniciang

o8 CFER. - : A S

Sgt Thomas J. Batoson, — Pararesc.:e Specialist- AlC Dennis V,

McKwer, — Pararescue Spcciali.st, displayed extraordinary heroism
in military operations against an opposi_ng armed force on and near Xoh Tang

Island, Gulf of Thailand, on 15 May 1975,

-.h.__ﬂn_iha-é-d-e-be Capt. Purser and his crew-were tasked with the insertish

of 29 United States Marines on Koh Tang Island as humber two 1n = flight of
HE amd hay cateay
two. ?:Jcny Green 43) arrived off the island te learn that three of the four
CH-53s tasked with initial insertion of the 6SF:(Ground Security I-‘orce) had
beca shot down, one expl.oding on the eastern Lz (Land_:_lng Zone) and another
two going down in the waters clos_e offshore;.' A third Gi-53 was badly shot ur.;
prior ‘to insertion and pulled off for the Thal coast. Directed by his'.flight
leader, Jolly Green 42 that they would attempt simultaneous insertions on the
two western LZs, Capt. Purser began his run in Q:r},about 0613, Jolly Green I4'3
was forced to abort '.tho approach by accurate ﬁd intense small arms and AW

(Automlatic Weapons) fire, sustaining repeatcd hits in the attempt, Informed

' by his crew that Jolly Green 42's second attcmpt at ..nsertion was successful
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and aware that 42 had suffcred heavy battie damage ir, the process, Capt. Purser

diverted to_ the sec}ond vestem I.Z,.successful,].y discharging his Marines. _Sgts

_ . Art S | _ - .
Harding and Bateson ‘and 413 McKivep suppressed ground fire throughout the-
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-tvit approaches desplite the fact that the left hand minigun had jommed, forcing
Mman MeKiver to Feply with his AR-15, Following insertion, Jolly Green 43
escorted Jolly Green 42 back to U-Tapao where 42 was grounded for battle danage.
Capt. Purser's crew re-fucled and loaded with Marines for a second 1nsertion.'99§;
Lazosansvenalis -}n?-twémtﬁmmmnmd:fmmﬂz. Depart}ng
U=Tapac in company with Knife 32 M 0930, Capt. Purser agsumed flight lead,
arriving off Koh Tang at 1130, &akt that Knife 52 unable to refuel in flight
had a critical fuel problem, Capt. Purser elected to stand off while Knife 52
atten:ptéd insextion, coqr_dinating his flight's ac_tivitles threugh Cricket (.A‘BCCC)
wifh' Lt, Gradle's assistance, By 1150 Krfife 52 had been forced to discontinue :
efforts to insert his Marines by accurate and int:nge groﬁndfire around the
vestern LZs departing with battle damage and binqo fuel at 1205. Arranging an
esco:rt for Knife a mmuw unhesitatingly committed, successfully
inserfiag on théir designated LZ on the firat attempt in Spita of intense small
 arms and AW fire and incoming mortiﬁzrounds.&ﬂ—the*LZL Capt. Purser’'s crew shot
their way ir'Pand shot their way out‘ w;t}fx ta-lamost continuous suppressive fire from
Iall three miniguns directed.at mugzle flashes within 50 yards of the helicOpter.
Joily Grecﬁ 43 sustained numerous hits.  This was one of fhe last three GSF
?insertiéns of the operation, providiéé the Marine force around the western LZs
Iwitﬁ .badly needed manpower at a critical time, Remaining on scene despite
'gnknown battle damage/ f ;c;;: 9éapons up to and including 12, 7NN/50 Cal} Capt.
Purser's crew unhesitatingly committad to the extraction of the small and isolated
“gToup of Marincs.in the sole remaining eastern LZ.accompanied by crew of Knife 23,
Preceeded by an A-7 flight dropping riot control gas, 'E;f;;:G;é;;~43 initiated a
-1ow altitude run-in at 14201novered by Jnlly Green 11 who accompanied him in
at low altitudé. Successfully 1o;§ting the eastern LZ ip a coordinated crew
-foort despite an Eﬁtrememly confused tactical situation and the confining effects

.of their gas masks Jolly Green 43's crew found that the gas drop had fallen.
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;};,aadly short, missing the LZ arca entirely and affording them no protection, .Ex;
nov the #1 minigun had jammed again, thic time for good, forcing Sgt Harding to
rely on his AR-15 for protection of the left side of the aircraft. vith full ‘
knewledge of the desperate situation in the LZ, Capt. Purser's crew unhesitat~
ingly clected to continue the approach despite the lack of gas cover., As.the
aircraft entered a hover, intense ground fire was received, Hits were sustained
from small arms, Aw,.and.mortar fragments. A 12, 7MM round penetrated the #1
engine fuel feed line caueing a massive loak. Sgt Batespn on the ramp minigun
wasﬁzggﬁked down by a mortaxr fragment which struck him in the left shoulder,
7QﬁlNunber two mlnigun jammed during the ‘approach leaving only the ramp min{gun in-
-operationf With the main‘fuel feed line punctured, #1 engine unwound, going
immediately to zero torque as raw fuel under pressure began venting into the
~ cabin, lInformeq of the situation in the cabin by'Sgt‘Harding and ﬁsﬁchKiver
" and gware that Sgt Willingham and Lt Gradle were cooly and' professionally doaling_
with the failed engine, -Capt. Purser, in a calm desplay of flying skill, sed"
his aircraft out of the LZ, extrac*ing maximum performance from the remaining
engine. Having shut down #1 engine and stopped the fuel leak under Sgt
m:ll:ngham 5 guidance Jolly Green 43 pulled back under escort from Jolly
Green 11 Aware of the critical tactical situstion ashore, Capt. Purser elected
to divert to the USS Coral Ses, making a single engine landing at 1545,touch1ng
down with only 500 1lbs. of useable fuel remaining. With Sg‘\ﬂillingham s
assistance, US Navy personnel effected field repairs to the ruptured fuel line
w1th rubber hosing and tape. Aware of the increasingly eritical situation on

pereed o

the island, Capt. Purser s crew elected tqﬁthe scene as soonh 35 repairs to the

fuel line were completed despite the still unknown extent of additional battle

damage to their sircraft. Jumbingseaiformd (FOR=—DE-tWo~US-NIVY-SH=3ASY Jolly

Green 43 departed Cora) Sea at 1700, arriving of Koh Tang island at about 1730
_ _ .

‘to be comitted {n the final effort to withdraw the r@maining-Marines from the
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western perimeter in the rapidly fading thilight. Faclng groundfire which was
still accurate and at times as intense as earlier in the day, Jolly Green 43
extracted 54 Marines on the first attempt, sustaining'numerous hits in the
process including a 7.62vM round in a main rotor spar. While on the ground Sg
Harding and Bateson and ﬁl. McKiver responded to the constant and intense grou
fire, using the one remaining minigun and their AR-15s to maximum effect. As
3SF personnel were. onloading,Lt.. Gradle, monitoring all radio channels in addi
fon to intercom, realized that Jolly Green 44 had been committed to the 1
His action in briefly illuminating Jolly Green 43'3 position with his searchli
== by this time i?ﬁas totally dark -~ prevented a crash.on the LZ. After :
depositing thg 54 Marines, very close to the ultimate lifting capacity of the

aircraft, on the Coral Sea, Jolly Green 43 once more fefueled and returned to

the scene to find that the last of the GSF had been extracted just prior to th
arrival, In thé‘cou:se of the operati;n; the crew of Jolly Gfeen 43 logged 16
hours of flying time and four sortiesﬂzfaking two opposed ads#&lt landings and
an opposed extraction in addition to the attempied extraction on which an engii
was shot out, Battle damige was sustained on every sortie except the last.

c. Tajough extraordinary heroism, jncredible tenacity, magnificent airman
ship and almost unbelievable aggressiveness in the face of the enemy despite

repeated and severe damage to their aircraft, the crew of Jolly Green 43 :ef11

ccted the higheet credit upon themselves and the United Statee Ar Force.



