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SAIGO~ SEES DRIVE BY RElJS W SPRHJG 

SAIGON ..,.... South Viet· 
nam said yesterday that 
more than 300,000 casualties 
have been sustained by both 
sides in the Vietnam War 
since the Jan. 28, 1973, 
cease- fire and that the 
Communists plan an all-out 
offensive this spring to take 
over the country. 

Unofficial figures re­
leased by the Saigon com­
mand said two thirds of the 
300,000 casualties since the 
cease-fire have been Viet 
Cong and North Vietnam· 
ese. 

A high·ranking govern­
ment official said the Com­
munists are building toward 
a major spring offensive. 
The Viet Cong said only 
thhat fighting "will contin-
ue." 

The Viet Cong spokes­
man, senior Col. Vo Dong 
Giang, told a news confer­
ence that current heavy 
Communist attacks are in 
r etal iation for South Viet· 
namese troop violations of 
the cease-fire. 

Shortly after Giang's 
statement, Hoang Due Nha, 
adviser and information 
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rrumster of President Ngu­
yen _Yan Thieu, said Com­
murust troops are marshal-· 
il_lg their forces for an offen­
sive. 

" The North Vietnamese 
have but one option," NHA 
!.old a lun~heon audience. 
~~at opuoi:t is too seek 8 

m1htary victory in the 
South." !fe said current 
Communist attacks in the 
Saigon area and in the 
Mekong Delta are large­
sca!e forays into r ice-pro­
ducing areas for food while 
at.tacks in tthe c~ntraJ 
Highlands are rehearsals 
for an offensive. 


