
DATE: 19 January 1973 

MISSION NU1ERi 40-006 

FLIGHT DE3IGNATIONt Jolly Green 52 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: Reecue/Rocovery of Ranger 822, a Deli. Jet Ranger 
helicopter with two Arxarioazia and two Laotions on board. 

LOCATION: 17039 1 N 104 29 1 3  

SAVFZi Four saves 

1. SUM)JIY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

a. Jolly Green 52 was notified .t 0820Z of possible dO..TOd aircraft. 
After receiving a short int.elligenoe brief the crew acraubled and was 
airborne at 0840Z from Nakhon Phanom RTAFD. 

b. No difficulty from hostile fir. was encountered enroute, although 
it wa5 coniirrod that large numbers of enemy troops were in the initial 
search area in the high karats to the northeast of the Laotion border town 
of Thakhok. 

c. Weather at launch, eriroute, and in the target area was excellent, 
with visibility in excess of 7 miles. 

d. J0111 Green 52 contactod King 21 on VFF. Nail 49 wa3 acting as Orb. 
Gcono-Joirrtander. Jolly Green 52 had some initial difficulties In contacting 
NaIl 49 on both FM and V1-, but was unable to hear Nail 49 brief other 
aircraft in the area on the Incident. Once comnunicatton was eatabliahed 
on VHI', cooperation was excellent with all participating aircraft 

o. Radio discipline was lacking in some Instancea, but this was felt 
to have occurred because of the many different aircraft worinC f tho SAR 
area. D-asides Jolly Green 52, Nail 49 and King 21, there wore Hotel 70 
(an Air America 11-34), Whitchor3a 06 flight (a flight of three Luotion Huey 
gunships), and Knife 30 (a CH-53 from the 21st SOS) which were involved in 
the search effort. All aircraft were directed by Nail 49  on to common F4 
and VEF rrequrncios. 

f. Nail 49 briefed all aircraft on the known information about Renor 
822 as follows. Ranger 822, an Air America Bell Jot Ranger had departod 
Thkh&k airfield at 0730Z  local for a direct flight to the friendly helicopter 
liandinj,  zone locaed approxinatoly 16 miles northeast of Thakhek, at coordi-
ntos 17035'N 104 501E, A report was reo.ived by Cricket. at 0810Z that the 
pilot of Ranger 22 had been shot in the stomach, was close to going unconciou, 
and that he woold try to get his aircraft on the groum. No other voice 
contacts were ovor made with Ranger 822. Jolly Green 52 headed directly to 
the eight of the helicopter landing zone, arriving at 0900Z, and initiated 



low altitude creeping line search, working backwards from the tLLZ to 
ThiJdiek along Ranger 8221  e auspooted route of flight. Nail 49 had the 
other ctroraft working northeast out. from Thakhak and also sea.rob.ing 
along the Mekong River to the north of Thakhak. 

g. The area near tho IILZ was high jungle covered karats. It was 
corLfired by intelligence 300t10n at Nakhon Phanom that enemy ground 
troops were in the general area to the east and northeast of Thakhok, 
but it was not felt that there would be any AM weapons in the area. 
Although a3 many as six hlicoptoro were searching in the area at low 
level, no friendly airoraft over reported observing enemy activity of 
any kind. 

h. No further contact was ever mado with the downed orewturi, It 
waa oe8utrtod that he was injured frQm the eniall arms wound in the stomach, 
tut.it  was not known whether he had landed kite aircraft salely, or crashed 
after going u.nconoioua. 

i. At 16202 Hotel 70 made radio contact with pereonnel on the ground 
at the }iLZ. They confirmed that Ranger 822 had landed safely at the HLZ 
and then departed from the HLZ for a fiht direct to Viontianno, Laos, 
with three persona on board. Hotol 70 then acivieod all aircraft that 
Ranger 822' s probable route of flight would be north along Route 13 on 
the L.eotion side at the Mekong. The ground personnel further confirmed 
that Ranger U22 9 e laot radio tr5nsmis5i0n had been approximately ton 
ud.riutea after departing the HLZ for Vientiarine. While Hotel 70 and 
Thitohorae 06 flight began a search north along the easteide of the Mekong, 
Jolly Green 52 proceeded north along the west bank of the Mekong on the 
Thailand shore. J0117 Green 52 had drawn a direct route from the HLZ to 
Viontianne and marked a point approximately ton minutes out from the HLZ. 
At 0935Z  Whitehorno 06 flight spotted Ranger 822 in a jungle clearing about 
1/2 mile inland from the Mekong river on the Laotion aide at 170391 N 1040291 . 
Jolly Green. 52 arrived over the site at 09352 and requested permission 
throuih sing 21 to land and deploy Pararescue personnel to locate the eurvivora. 
Ranger 822 itself appeared to have made a esto landing, but no personnel 
wore observed in the area. 'tThitehcree 06 flight had not up a daisy-chain 
around the aircraft for protective fire eupprosoion. By the time Jolly 
Croon 52 wus finally cleared to deploy Parareacuemnon, Hotel 70 was already 
hovering over the downed aircraft. Hotel 70 reported that he could see no 
bullet holes or blood epota in the cockpit. Hotel 70 then landed and talked 
to indigenous porsonnol who informed him that the survivors had left the 
dowrd aircraft and had manarod to cross the Mekong River to the Thai aide. 
All aircraft then flew wot to the Thai aide, and while Hotel 70 landed at 
a construction site to question the Theis, Jolly Green 52 flew one milo north 
of the construction site and noticed groups of Thai villagers waving flags. 
Jolly Green 52 landed in the vill.ago scare at 09501 and nent two ?araroscueraen 
out to help the Thale bring the survivors over to the helicopter. Ranger Soul s 
pilot was carried over on a Thai stretcher. One other American and two 
Leotione then got on Jolly Green 52 and the aircraft, departed. for Nakhon 



UNCISSIF1FO 

Phanom at 095Z. Tho two Pararooueon administered izodiato medical 
c13tL;oe to the Rancor 82.2 pilot. Jolly GrQz1 52 1&ziJ.ect at. Nakhon 
Phan at 1O1OZ and turned the survivor survivorG over at 10152  to medical personnel 
from tho Bas. hoapital. 

2. Jolly Croon 52 flow 1 iorti. for 1.6 hours. 

3. No ground teams or porsor.nel were used. 

4. No fixed or mobile radios were used. 

Jolly Green 52 Cr.wotberQ: 

Capt Wyman 1(. 'ioh, , AC 
iLt Gilbert A. Rovito, , CP 
Sgt Andrew Straughn, 
T5gt Michael L. Walker, Pi 
}{Sgt Edward M. Willis, PJ 
Capt. Robert P. G1yh,L, AP 

2. 
WYW M. 1ISIL, Capt1  USAF 
Aircraft Commaxd.r 
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QD1CJ TRF.A'raNT RWOT 

1. O,1tvr,,ti(,ni  Medical troatnt was diiterod to one Air Arorioa 
porconnol by two pararescuamon on board Jolly Groan 52. The hoUcoptor 
leaded and four survivors were brought on board; three walking, and the 
fourth was litter loaded. 

2. Dior-,ro3isi  All four survivors were observed, three of then were in 
good condition, the fouth survivor had bean wounded. This patient had 
received a nrull urm3 round which ontorod throuih his lower anterior 
abdoan along the midline. The wound did not colotoly go throui the 
abdomen. The wound had been previously bandaod by local Thai madic.al 
personnel, and had axtern.ally clotted. Also rtod was that the patient 
hzd reccivod an unknown typo of intraxolar injooti.on, (prowr4bly 
penicillinr). !t Willis, Pars escuocn took vital etgu whioh tnclij4.4 
pulca CO DI'M, hazirtboat strong and reulnr, respiration normal, and 
adequacy of air way. Patient was extremi21.y nauseated end did not have 
control of urinary tract. Pain was localized and limited except when 
patient was moved. 

3. Txnetrnorit:  Survivor was maintained lying down in a position with his 
knees r&wn forward to relieve pain and pressure, and with his head lowered, 
73t Walker, Pararoscuoman set up an Intravenous Unit using Dextrose 5% 
located ringer solution. The air way was monitored closely due to the 
extre nauseous condition of the survivor. We were 10-15 minutes from the 
o1osot madioal facility, Nakhon Phanom ITAFR, Thailand which waa our point 
of destination, therofore We did not rovi any previous bandages to avoid, 
and prevent any further wound contamination. No medications were used, 
including deørol. 

4. Upon RTB to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, medical apecilist were on hand to accept 
the survivors. Their conditionns had not changed from the above info. W. 
informed the flight surgeon that the patient had received some unknown type 
injection. 

£DWARD N. WTTJ-LS, MSgt, U542 
Para.reaous Specialist, 
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