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3. ON 24 HFCIMRLR 3971 ot 090$ HOURS A FORWARD AIR CONIROLLER 	f (FAC) FLYING A LIGHT FIXED-WING OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT ON A RECON- : 	WS • 
NAISSANCE MISSION WAS SHOT DOWN IN THE VICINITY OF XC 4050. 28 	. ' ,LS 1 . 

KILOMETERS (KMS) NORTHWEST OF SARAVANE (XC S358), HY AN ESTIMATED 4 
200 ROUNDS OF 12.7MM/14.SM4 ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNFIRE. THE AIRCRAFT 
SUSTAINED MULTIPLE HITS IN THE ENGINE CAUSING IT TO LOSE OIL 

ITTE PILOT MANAGED TO MAKE A DEAD-STICK LANDING IN AN OPEN 
FIELD. BY 0957 HOURS IHE FAC AND HIS ACCOMPANYING BACKSEATER WERE 
PICKED UP BY AN H-34 HELICOPTER. NEITHER MAN WAS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED 
IN TUE CRASH. AT 1135 HOURS ON 24 DECEMBER THE REMAINS OF THE 
AIRCIZAFT WERE DES1HOYEU BY A ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE T-28 A:RSIRIkE. 

Z. THE IRREGULAR GROUPEMENT MOBILE (GM) COMPOSED OF THE FOUR 
BATTALIONS (ENS) WHICH HAD BEEN OPERATING IN THE SARAVANE AREA 
HAS COMPLETED ITS LINK-UP WITH ROYAL LAO ARMY (FAR) FORCES NORTH OF 
THE SE (RIVER) DON IN THE VICINITY OF XC 1839. THE TWO MISSING 
COMPANIES FROM THIS IRREGULAR GM HAVE NOW BEEN LOCATED AND ALL 
MEN IIAVE BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR. AS OF 1645 HOURS ON 24 DECEMBER, THIS CM4-- TRREOULAR GM WAS LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: 
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3. 5 1 .ar4:01 , ,1 i 	PAY op 24 PLCEMLi.R. A LAO NFO1RNUIST 
Al.-4v (FAN) rt.v. 	N 301 PoSIT1P.N oN MOO NOR4..LL 	3:S:%24). 
2 1.74S 	op 	 LX R 3273). R•CultrD IN1LW-1/131%T 
I, ARRA&;1.$ OF !, IX 10 1:11AT BouNns. ONE op im-sr. p!vve,o-.R 	3E.00 
1 4.:ORS ON 24 DEE-3*R Itt.SUL3ED IN ONE FAX SOLVIER KILLED IN Av1ION 
(KVA). 

4. 7/IFRE 1010.1 NO OTUrR EN!..MY ACI1WITY IN THE PAF1,ONO AREA ON 
24 OFCEMELR. DURING T3II AFTLRNOVN OF 24 DEcf.mBER 'DE ir--.REt3mAR 
GM THAT XAD 	01 RA11NG IN THE 1HATENG (XC 4006) AREA CLO.t.ED 
INTO PARSONG. THFsE TROOPS WERE 5111P1 -En BY A 1RECK CONVOY FROM 
PARSONG 70 PARSE (UR 8771) AND BY 1630 MOORS ALL UNITS OF THIS 
GM HAD ARRIVED :N pAESE, DURING THEIR MOVE FROM THATENG TO 
PARSE VIA FARSONG THE GM 1NCOUN1FRED NO ENEMY AC 3I1) 

c..1-W1PAsucir.I.VIYPPN.R.413PA 
S. AT 0800 DOuRS ON 24 DECEMBER A COMPANY OP FAR voLuNTEER 

EN 48 WIT)! POS111ONS IN BAN MAX-VANP.MANXE0 (WA 8$8132) ON THE 
C13AMPASSAK/SI1ENNOONE PROVINCE BORDER, 53 EMS No:-tTH OF MUANG I.MONG 
(WA 9260),.WASATTAckhD RY AN ESTMV1ID ONE NORTH VIETNAMLNE ARMY 
(NVA) COMPANY. PORING THE 1-HOUR FlREFIGHTIIHIcH POLtowFD FAR 
CASUALTIES WERE POOR K1A AND ONE CouNDED. THE NVA COMPANY w3THPREw 
wiTH LINENOuNGASVAtTlEs. 
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The report provided information concerning the 24 Oecenter 1971 downing of e 
light fixed-wing observation aircraft in the vicinity of XC 40 60. The report 
further stated the; the two crewmembers were picked up by a H-34. 

This information probably relates to the 24 December 1671 loss of an OV-10A. 
The crewmembers of this aircraft were Timothy M. Tucker ard William R. Finn 
(both USAF MIAs). However, the information that these individuals were re-
covered is erroneous. SAR was initiated on 26 Cecember. However, there was 
no voice or beeper contact. Search efforts continued until 31 December and 
were officially terminated due to hostile activity in the area. 
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