
30 November 1972 

Officially we were called the 37 th  ARRS, but to any downed pilot wl o heard the heavy chop of the 
six bladed rotors from the HH-53C helicopter, it was the sound of the Jolly G een Giant's. After six years 
at DaNang and rescuing 887 downed fliers or troops in contact, a flight of si) H11-53's departed "Rocket 
City" for the last time. Only two weeks earlier the scramble klaxon had sounc xi, but instead of the 
expected loudspeaker cry of "Scramble the Jolly 's" a voice unexpectedly ann. Rinced that all squadron 
members should gather in the main hanger for an important announcement frc m our commander. Twenty 
minutes later almost 200 aircrew, maintenance, and support personnel milled tround openly wondering 
what this was all about. No one in the squadron could ever recall the scramblc klaxon being used for any 
purpose except launching our aircraft on a combat rescue. LtCol. Stephen L. utton soon walked out of 
Jolly Operations, smiling from ear to ear. He wasted no time, and in a loud vo ce proclaimed simply 
"We're all going home, it's over." The squadron erupted into spontaneous tur noil and cheers. We were all 
screaming, jumping up and down, patting each other on the back. It took sonn time to quiet this squadron 
down. After repeated orders to quiet down Col. Sutton was able to speak once again. His next 
announcement was going to surprise us almost as much as his first. "You will all be out of here in less than 
three weeks." Again chaos erupted. This meant that we would not be spendirq Christmas in Vietnam. It 
was almost too good to be true. Could we really shut down our entire rescue s luadron, pack up our gear, 
and process each of us for reassignment in 21 days? The answer was an uneqi. ivocal yes. Throughout 
DaNang Air Base, this process was repeating itself at all of the American unit . I suspect that it was 
repeating itself at all U.S. combat units throughout the country of Vietnam. 

The powers to be in Washington had negotiated a peace treaty with ti e North Vietnamese. They 
now wanted us to pack up and get out of town as fast as we could, if not faster We had essentially declared 
victory and were now going extricate ourselves from the quagmire Vietnam It d become. The men of the 
37th  ARRS were more than glad to enthusiastically execute this order. To exp( dite our departure all unit 
facilities, equipment, weapons, and munitions were to be turned over to the V2 ,1AF. The only exception to 
this policy would be our aircraft and individually issued professional gear. Thu aircraft would be 
transferred to the 40 th 

 ARRS at NKP Thailand. Each individuals professional ;ear would be boxed, 
inspected by customs, and shipped to our next base of assignment. The same r rocess would repeat itself 
with our personally owned possessions. 

The next three weeks would consist of long days of furious activity. I hiring the day we packed 
personal and professional gear for shipment back to the states. Performance re )orts and awards and 
decorations packages had to be completed on everyone. There was serious cot z.ern among U.S. 
commanders to ensure that we did not ship any weapons or munitions out of tl e country for war souvenirs. 
They also wanted to ensure that no one shipped any illegal drugs out in their g :an This led to extensive 
inspections of all boxes being shipped out of country. Col. Sutton knew that w PJ's probably had some 
weapons and explosives that were not listed on unit supply records. To provid ,  a means to turn them in 
legally he instituted an amnesty policy. He placed a wooden box, about 4x4 fe rt size, in the PJ section with 
an amnesty sign on it. 

PJ weapons in Vietnam had long been an issue that rescue unit comm inders struggled with. We 
had entered the war with .38 caliber pistols and an M-16 rifle. These were the )nly official weapons 
authorized by the Air Force for use by its PJ's. As the war dragged on the char rcter of the pararescue 
mission also changed. Dozens of pararescuemen attended Recondo school at I\ ha Trang and became 
trained in the full spectrum of infantry weapons and explosives. These parares ,  uemen in turn trained other 
PJ's who arrived in country but could not get to Recondo school. Pararescuem )ri routinely found 
themselves on the ground, in enemy territory for longer periods than the Air F( rce anticipated. The North 
Vietnamese also placed a bounty on Psi's, to motivate their troops to capture or kill pararescuemen who 
were attempting to rescue a downed pilot. This led to pararescue teams in cour try deciding which weapons 
were needed to survive in this hostile environment. The only problem with thi arrangement was that the 
weapons carried by PJ's at the end of the war were not authorized in USAF sui ply tables of allowance. In 
the last few months of the war, Col. Sutton was under pressure from his superi irs to ensure his PJ's carried 
only a pistol and a rifle. He in turn put pressure on TSgt Harwell Quillian, the >J NCOIC to ensure that 
only authorized weapons were carried. When Sergeant Quillian told us to turn n our illegal weapons a 
couple of months earlier, the PJ's assigned were smart enough not to try and at ;ue the illogic of unilateral 
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The weapons amnesty issue was the only minor sour note in the shu down of the 37 th. But it only 
took one passing moment in the blur of other happy activity that was occurrn g. Everyone received PCS 
assignments and processed out through the DaNang personnel office. Most w auld be going straight back to 
the United States and would be assigned to CONUS air rescue units. About o le third of the aircrews and 
PJ's would be reassigned to the 40 th 

 ARRS at NKP, Thailand. Virtually all th )se going to Thailand were 
volunteers. Another issue that needed to be resolved was what to do with "Sti etch". Stretch was an 11-foot 
long Indian Rock python, that had been the PJ mascot for years. The snake ci ge was rather large and 
located outside but adjacent to the Pararescue Section. No one with any sense at all went into this cage 
without having one of the PJ snake handlers with them. No one ever realized hat the cages extra large size 
was a result of it serving the dual purpose of a munitions storage area for all t "illegal high explosives" 
that the 37 th  PJ's owned. Thank God that a 122mm rocket never hit this cage, the secondary explosions 
would have been rather spectacular. It was decided that "Stretch" would PCS with the men going to NICP. 
It would be flown there on one of the Jolly's when they departed. Stretch's nt w cage at NKP would be 
located next to the 40 th  ARRS's mascot, "Buffy". Buffy was a black Malayan sun bear. 

At sunset we ceased work and celebrated the end of the war. Raucou ; parties were occurring all 
over DaNang. Most of the 37" gravitated the PJ barracks bar or the Jolly Gret n Inn, the maintenance bar. 
The night before the "Jolly's" departed for NKP the squadron had its last offil ial party. Appropriately it 
would be at the Jolly Green Inn. All realized that it would be their last social athering before the squadron 
was deactivated. Everyone was glad to soon be leaving Vietnam. However it as a mixed emotion. We 
would also be saying goodbye to many of our brothers in arms, men who we 1 ad gone to battle with, 
laughed with, cried with. Most realized that it was likely that they would neve - meet again. As the free 
drinks flowed it was impossible to not recall the exploits they shared, the men they had saved, and the 
teammates they had lost in combat. These rescue missions had been some of i te most hazardous type of 
flying activity in this unpopular war. The rescuemen were clear about their mi3sion. "Rescue shot down 
American pilots from capture or death by the NVA", unpopular war be dame J. We were not politicians, 
we were American warriors. Tonight the warriors celebrated one last time. Pi I )ts, maintenance men, PJ's, 
clerks, supply men and other squadron members toasted each other. The drink ; flowed freely, the music 
was loud, the mood was buoyant. Late in the night someone started singing a ong we had all heard sung 
before. Soon everyone was singing. The song was "The ballad of the Jolly Grt en Giants." It had been 
written many years earlier by Bull Durham. It went like this: 

Insert after obtaining permission to use. 

All party's end. They next morning found us all on the flightline ram ). The crews were in the 
"Jolly's", rotors turning. Those of us remaining at DaNang, awaiting the arrivi 1 of the "Freedom Bird", 
waved to the departing crews, they waved back. The mood was serious, the m( n quiet. We were witnessing 
the end of an era. After takeoff, the "Jolly's" formed up in tight formation and then over flew Jolly Green 
Operations. It was a final salute to their teammates who gathered on the flight me to witness the last Jolly 
Green Giants over flying DaNang Air Base. There was more than one moist el ■ eball in the men left on the 
now very quiet flightline. In an interview with the DaNang newspaper, the Gu ifighter Gazette, Col Sutton 
stated the following "I cannot begin to describe the dedication these guys have for their job. It is 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, always alert and ready to pick someone up so 'Charlie' does not get him. When we 
bring a downed pilot back to DaNang the guys in my squadron act like he is a ong lost brother. They really 
have empathy for the jet jocks and all men in trouble. They are the greatest but ch of guys I have ever 
known.2" 

In a few days the last rescuemen assigned to the Jolly Green Giants departed fi r home. But they would not 
be the last rescuemen leaving DaNang. That honor would belong to the Pedro' ;. The HH-43 LBR unit was 
redesignated Det. 7 40" ARRS and remained at DaNang until the peace treaty vas signed on 30 January 
73. The Pedro's were the first into the war. It was fitting that they would be tht last rescuemen out of 
Vietnam. 
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From: Rouhier, Chuck <Chuck.Rouhier@Deskbock,wpafb.a! mil> 
To: 	'Robert LaPointe' <riapoirIte@gci..net> 
Date: 	Thursday, April 01, 19994:13 AM 
Subject: RE: The closure of the 37th 

Good story Bob.  Did you know that one of the Jolly's spent  an extra three or our days at DaNang? 
Remember Cayetano Pina?  He was the FE.  Shortly after departing the base they  got an MGB chip light and 
returned.  They tried for a number of days to fix the problem.  Only couldn't fir d  anything wrong. Nothing in the 
screens or on the  plugs.  Pina finally  said to hell with it and they flew  it  to  NKF with  the chip light glowing. Pina 
said  they  were getting a little nervous being  there all  by themselves. Guess ti e  Viets were  not to friendly. 

Chuck 
Jolly FE '71-74 

	Original Message 	 
Favavg Robert LaPointe [rhailto:rlapointh@gcLnet] 

Wednesday, March 31,, 1999 9:30 PM 
"licK Rouhier, Chuck 
$ulbaccit The closure of the 37th 

Attached is a story about the closure of the 37th ARRS in December 7. I will be puting it up on my site 
later this week. 

Bob 

8/1/99 
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Good story Bob. Did you know that one of the Jolly's spent an extra three or four days at DaNang? 
Remember Cayetano Pine? He was the FE. Shortly after departing the bas ) they got an MGB chip light and 
returned. They tried for a number of days to fix the problem. Only couldn't I nd anything wrong. Nothing in 
the screens or on the plugs. Pina finally said to hell with it and they flew it tc NKP with the chip light glowing. 
Pina said they were getting a little nervous being there all by themselves. G less the Viets vyere not to 
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	Original Message 	. 
From: Robert LaPointe [mailto:rlapointe@gci.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 31, 1999 9:30 PM 
To: Rouhier, Chuck 
Subject: The closure of the 37th 

Attached is a story about the closure of the 37th ARRS in December *i 2. I will be puting it up on my site 
later this week. 

Bob 




