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On November 20, 1972, Captain Donald C. Breuer and Captain Anderson were flying a combat 
opera�on in an F-4J over Savannakhet Province, Laos, when their aircra� was struck by an�-
aircra� fire.  

The jet crashed approximately 35 kilometers southeast of Tchepone and 300 meters from Route 
90, in an area southwest of the Demilitarized Zone.  

While Captain Anderson successfully parachuted, was rescued, and survived, Captain Breuer 
was never seen to exit the aircra� and did not deploy his beacon. He was declared Missing in 
Ac�on. 
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and Brown took off in a camouflaged F-111 from Takhli Air Base, 
Thailand, for a mission against the Luat Son highway ferri in North 
Vietnam. The last contact with the aircraft was at 0306 lours and 
an attempt to establish contact with them at 0400 hours was 
unsuccessful. A search effort was launched and continued until 
November 20th without locating any evidence of the crew or the 
laircratt 

On November B . , 1972, the Vietnam News Agency reported tha: 
according to the Reuters News Service, an F-111 was downei in Nghe 
An Province and two airmen were missing. Another report )n that 
date stated this was the third F-111 lost over North Vietaam and 
the F-111 was downed over Nghe An at 0400 hours. 

On November 9, 1972, a People's Army of Vietnam unit reported the 
shoot down of an F-111 which was said to have been downed in Nghe 
An Province but actually had crashed in Quang Binh Provine. 
Another report transmitting information about the reportei downing 
of an F-4 on November 7th stated the pilot had been captured and 
they were to "conceal the accomplishment." This F-4 rela:ed report 
was placed in the files of these two missing airmen. A farther 
report on November 14th stated a special team was being saat to 
recover the F-111A in Quang Binh and oversee movement of Lts hulk. 

Both airmen were initially reported missing. Returning U.S.. POWs 
had no information on their precise fate. After Operatica 
Homecoming they were declared dead/body not recovered, ba3ed on a 
presumptive finding of death. Major Brown's name was recmtly the 
subject of a dog tag type report which reached DIA. 

In January 1992 U.S. investigators in Vietnam reviewed a ?eople's 
Army report of air defense operations in Military Region I. One 
item dated November 7, 1972, listed the shoot down of a 1)w flying 
F-111 downed by the 359th company, Quang Binh forces, wit a two 
(crewmen) killed. In July 1992 U.S. investigators in Le :huy 
District, Quang Binh located an F-111 strut used as a fene post, 
'Part of one ton of aircraft wreckage in the possession of a local 
resident near the crash site associated with this inciden:. The 
suspected crash site was near a mountain peak on a 45 degree slope. 

A photo of Major Brown's identity card was located in the Quang 
Binh Provincial museum together with an F-111A data plate The 
material referred to a "Major Robert" as "dead" in an F-1.1A shoot 
down over Quang Binh Province. 

In October 1992 Major Brown's son visited MOSCOW and was :old by 
Russian officials of KGB officials who apparently had knodedge of 
an F-111 transfer to the USSR in November 1972. 

Laos 	 Donald C. Breuer 
(194 -7) 

On  November 20, 1972, Captain Breuer and Captain Anderson were the 
crew on-board an F-4J, one in a flight of two aircraft on a combat 
operation over Savannakhet Province, Laos. Their aircraf: was hit 
by anti-aircraft fire and crashed 35 kilometers southeast of 
Tchepone and 300 meters from Route 90. This is in an aret 
southwest of the Demilitarized Zone separating North and 3outh 
Vietnam. Captain Anderson parachuted safely from the air raft, Was 
located by  search  and rescue forces, and was recpVered 	ie stated 
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