Ve (5) NARRATIVE:

(S) The month of Movember marked the end of the combat opera-
tions for one of the oldest units in Southeast Asia, The 1st Spe-
cial Operations Squadron, and the last combat strikes by U,S.A.F.
A-1's. The 1st SOS and the A-1's have earned a caapter in Air
Force history for their search and rescue operatims in Southeast
Asia. TIn November all the A-1's were turned over to the South
Vietnames? Air Force and all squadron personnel wore reassigned.
(C) On ?iNovember-Capt. Screws and Maj, Ohr (Sanily 07/08) suc-
cessfully completed the last Skﬁffor the 1st 505. Coachman 159,
an Army Huey helicopter with seven survivors, was downed the
evening before by an unknown cause.on Lhe Song Tr: Kmec River

approximately 15 miles weat of Quang Hgai, South Vietnam. A
typhoon was forecast to hit the coast of South Vietnam arcund 1800
with winds as high as 140 lmots, The weather had prevented King
and several Army helicopters from spotting the exazt location of
the survivors. The Sandys launched knowing any delay would cause
the SAR force to be grounded by the typhoon, leaviig the survivors
in enemy territory. The first two attempts to rea:h the survivors
by the Sandys were thwarted by heavy rain, severe urbulence, and
low clouds. Capt. Screws, Sandy 07, was able to riach the sur-

vivors® locaticn on his third attempt by flying at dangerously
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(S) The last SAR involving the SANDYS occurr:d on 77 November.

An Army Huey helicopber with seven survivors was dwned approximately
15 miles west of Quang Ngai, South Vietnam, With '.ime of the essence,
the SANDYS were launched, despite the forecast of 1 severe typhoon.
Because of the heavy rain, turbulence and low clowls, the A-1 crews
were forced to fly at dangerously low altitudes (200 ft or less) in
order to locate the survivors. Once their exact lication had been
determined, the SANDYS protected the departing rescue helicopters
by effectively silencing the small arms fire that iras harassing this
bold rescue.
| (8) During this final five month period of 1(72, enly cne major
accident occurred. 1Lt Lance Smith successfully e ected and was res—
cued over Northern Laos. MHe sustained only minor :njuries.

(3) The loas of this aireraft reduced the ass:gned A-1 inven—
tory from 20 to 19. The officer strength decressec from a high of
31 in July to 25 in Noevember. On seven separate occasions the A-ls
received extensive battle damage. llowever, as a tribute to the out-
standing professionalism of the men of the lst SOS, no pilots or

additional aircraft were lost to the enemy during this final period.




lov altitudes and sheer detormination. The Jollys were scrambled
Trom Quang Ngai, They had landed there to refuel. During the
ingress, the clouds forced Sandy 08 and tha Jollys to fly up the
river at less than 100 ft., but the Jollys were ab e to reach the
area and plek up the seven survivors, During the rgrass the Jollys
came under small arms fire, but one low vass by Sardy 08 sflenced
the ground fire. The last SAR for the 1st S0S exerplified the
raaaurcafﬁlnnsa and courage displayed by the Sandy aircrews in
their efforts te recover downsd airmen. During the first four
dgys of November, the Hobos continued to strike enerny positions
in the Barrel. The last Hobo flight was typical of the type air
support the lst S05,flying the A-l, has orovided th-cughout the
war in SEA. Capt. Kramer and Capt. Caughlin struck a TPC late in
the afternoon of the fourthe When the Hovos dspartid the target
arca, they had left five sustained fires and the Raven had
observed ssven aecondary exvlosions.

(S) On November 3rd the first group of four 4-ls, was turned over
to the VHAF at Bien Hoa., The following day four mor? A-1's were
flown to Bein Hoa 40 strengthen the Victnamese Air Force. The last
remaining A=1%s at WiP, five E models, were flown ou: on the 5ths
The lst 05 was left with six A«IN'g on Sandy alert it Da Nang,

until the 7th when they were turned over to the VNAF at Bien Hoa.
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On the 9th, 7th Air Force decided that six A-17s yere needed

for Sandy Alert at Da Nang; Six pilots left for Buin Hoa.. to pick
up the aircraft on hand receipts from the VNAP. Iiy the 1{th the
six A-1's ware on alert at Da Nang. On the 15th ihe aircraft

were returned to the VNAF, and the Air Force's A- inventory was
Zero,

(U) As the squadron closed down, the aircrews were reassigned
throughoug the USA and PACAF. Returning to the UiA are: Lt Col.
William L;tham, BEnt APB; Maj. Danny Roberson, Lar¢do AFB; Capt.
Gene Bardal, Reese AFB; Gapt. Don Screws, Lt Mike Cahill, and

Lt Tim Brady, England AFB; Lt Bob Carlsen, Shephard AFB; Capt.
Dave Finch and Capt. Don Caughlin have not received their assign-
ment.s; Remaining in PACAF are: Maj. Bd Rider, Ma'. Sam ﬁbstbrook,
Maj. Doer Kari, and Maj. Ken Ohr, Korat RTAFB; Capt. Bob Simica,
Capt. Hobert Flant, and Lt William Gilbert, Osan /B; Capt. Jim
Barden and Capt. Gary Koldyke, Udorn RTAFB; Maj. Jim Rutledge, Capt.
Jim Elliott, Capt. Willie Kramer, Capt. T. Q. McCimmon, and Capt.
Gerry Homewood (arrived at NKP on 31 October), Clerk AFB; and Capt.
Ron Boatwright, Tan Son Nhut.

(U) The outstanding job the Ist Special Operatiors Squadron has
done in SEA can best be expressed by the countless number of downed
aircrews who have been saved from the POW/MIA list. Col. Norbert
Simon, Commander of the 56th Special Operations Wing, summed up

many peoples feelings in a letter to the 1st SOS when he said "It



low altitudes and sheer detormination. The Jollrs were scrambled
from Quang Ngai, They had landed there to refue... During the
ingress, the clouds forced Sandy 08 and the Joll’s to fly up the
river at less than 100 ft., but the Jollys were :ble to rﬁach the
area and pick up the seven survivors. During the¢ egress the Jollys
came under small arms fire, but one low pags by tandy 08 s#lenced
the ground fire. The last SAR for the lst SO5S exsmplified the
resourcafq}nﬂas and courage displayed by the Sandy aircrews in
their efforts to recover downed girnan. During tie first four
days of November, the Hobos continued to strike elemy positions
4n the Barrel. The last Hobo flight was typical of the type air
support the lst S05,flying the A-l, has provided “hroughout the
war in SBA. Capt. Kramer and Capt. Caughlin struck a TPC late in
the aftecuoon of the fourth., When the Hobos departed the target
arca, they had left five sustained fires and the Faven had
observed seven secondary exvlosions,

(S) On November 3rd the first group of four A-ls, was turned over
to the VHAF at Bien Hoa. The following day four more A-l's were
flown to Bein Hoa to strengthen the Vietnamese Air Force. The last
remaining A-1's at NiP, five E models, were flown jut on the Sth.
The 1lst S0S was left with six A-IN'g on Sandy aler: at Da Nang,

until the 7th when they were turned over to the VNiF at Bien Hoa.



56 SOW

Jul - Dec 72 vol. 3A : i 30
K-WG-56-HI WCALL:

is with pangs of regret that I see 5 November 1572 come to pass.
This day marks the last time our ramps and rumwiys will respund
to the throaty roar of the mighty A-l. God knoxs we hate to see
the valiant crews of the Hobo Squadron disband :znd leave HKP,
There is a vacuum that cannot be filled. I can only extend my
thanks to a magnificent group who have done a fantastic job in
Southeast Asia. I can only say good luck and Ged speed to you
loyal Hobgs and Sandys." On the 15th of December the lst 50S will

be tranafei:red to Kadena AB without personnel or equipment.
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VI. (S) COMMANDIR'S COMMENTS:

(8) As we finalize the last historical repor: of the lst Special
Operation Squadron, it might be appropriate to acknowledge tha.
fine briefing and instructing the 1505 pilots accomplished tesach-
ing the A-7 pilots to assume the SAR role in {loutheast Asia,
Several weeks of intense briefings, instructirg and playing the
role of a survivor in the field encompassed t!e training program,
The A-T7 asgumed the responsibility for the SAF role on 15 Nov 72
and to date have accomplished 3 successful SAFs., The first one
in North Vietnam, a real tough 6na, gave the A-7 personnel the
confidence required to pick up this new and denanding task. The
perso-nnel of the 130S are sure the A-7 will be able to accomplish
this mission and continue the fine traditions. started by the A-1
Sandys. We are all pleased Ithat the A~7's will use the "Hobo"
and "Sandy™ call signs while flying their demanding missions in
Southeast Asia.

(S) Although the A-1's are gone, the mission 17ill be carried out.
For the A-1 and the 1S0S Sandy and Hobo pilots this is the end

of an era.
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