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Happy Birthday to Brigadier General R. Stephen Ritchie, United States Air Force, born this day 
in 1942. Then Captain Ritchie became the only Air Force pilot ace of the Vietnam War when he 
shot down his 5th enemy fighter on August 28, 1972. A 1964 graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, Ritchie left active duty in 1974, and retired from the Air Force Reserve as a Brig Gen 
in 1999. For his heroism in combat, he was awarded the Air Force Cross, 4 Silver Stars, 10 
Distinguished Flying Crosses (8 of them for Valor), and 25 Air Medals: 
http://www.veterantributes.org/TributeDetail.php... 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AirForceCross/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU-4mUrsCOpTJHOrE8bxDw3eF_zBweQS11iXhxnrBb63S4kJ-1RVQYbyqO6pDvJE1aCzClSM3i6sQVwwzKFK9xBU_1vnp11Y-aCddZsWCC9YJQxiV9hHssJNs_W0ndk9GLF9woMlm0rwgntfR8m8iVNymBERcAVXLSKi4Scw4_e5Q&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
http://www.veterantributes.org/TributeDetail.php?recordID=801&fbclid=IwAR1hjMKW96W5q4gQN8VtVjF77vKcZBLwoKdvQIN4YdgEi1806LHjZiBpl7c
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