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yy enemy ground forces. 1P•'.'3 llst '..T-1-1;1::;5ion was "They've got re." 

40 losses/damages sustained despite heavy op o.3ition by ground forces. 

3. On 20 August, 1972, VAITIRE 26 (QU-22B) was  forced to bail out 

lue to aircraft structural failure (after flying into  a  thunderstorm) 

20NM east of Delta 4 in central Laos. Nail 75 (1/Lt Jeffrey P. Colhath 

and Najor Frank J. Zeitler) located the survivor and established voice 

contact. The survivor's exact position was determined by AD? cuts to his 

vicinity and finalized visually. Poor weather and AAA complicated the 

',AR efforts. Pi,ckup effected within 2fr hours by NKP SAR forces with 

little oppositioh. No losses/damages sustained. 

4. On the morning of ZE) August, 1972, MOTION 02 (F-4) was downed 

by unknown - causes (Possible NIG) in the vicinity of the "Fish's ;buth" on 

the border between Notth Vietnam and northern Laos. Nail 23 (Capt. Jonathan 

R. Bear and 1/Lt Frank A. Gray) was launched on the SAR. Contact was al-

ready estnblished with both crewne:-bers b.: the arri7a1 nf Na1123. Both 

survivors were located and the pickup of 02T1 was accomplished with little 

opposition. 02A's pickup was more heavily olrosed and the first attempt 

had to be aborted. iail 23 as then asl:ed to more definitely pin7oint the 

position of 02A but was unable to do so. Voice contact was loot after the 

first piel:up attelJpt and not reestabiAl)ed. 	more nici,:ups attertcd. 

02A presumed captured by ground forces, and :;AR terminated without his 

recovery. One pJ was wounded. Both CH-53 helicopters susta;ned small 

arms damai;e. to losses. 

C. (U) During August the 23rd TAaS had 7 pilots and 4 navigators be- 

come Combat Ready. 2 pilots were upgraded to Instructor Pilot status and 

1 pilot wx% lir,!-ra,lcd to '1 -1 ;ht 
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'Welcome to 
Features 
a monthly F-zinc 
highlighting the Men, 
Women, Aircraft and 
History of the USAF. 

This new USAF 
Museum web site 
feature will allow us to 
present interesting 
topics by taking 
advantage of the web's 
unique capabilities for 
multimedia 
presentation. 
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ATTENTION: 
Vietnam Era Jolly 
Green, Crown, Sandy 
and Nail crews. JTF-FA 
needs help on the SAR 
of  SOPIIOMORE 50 
and SUMO on 27-29 
Feb. 1968 

very 
•• dangerous 10,  mis5i07.11 9  

' 	particularly for 
- 	the rescue 

helicopter which 
was extremely vulnerable during the 
actual rescue. When the downed airmen 
was being picked up, the helicopter was 
forced to hover making it an easy target. 
PJs (pararescue) manned onboard mini-
guns while close air support aircraft 
provided masking smoke and suppression 
Tire against hostile targets. 

This month FEATURES presents the 
conclusion of the combat rescue of a pilot-- 
Vampire 26--shot down near the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail during the Vietnam War. The 6 
minute 7 second video details the mission 
from the arrival of the HH-53 helicopter at 
the rescue area through the completion of the 
mission. Part .1 of the rescue was featured in 
the previous issue  of Features . 

Regular Features: 

Daily 
New Page of the Day 
Today in AF History 
Weekly 
Aircraft  of the Week 
PC Wallpaper 
Hi- Weekly 
TQuiz 

rdhly 
USAF People_ 
From the Archives 
Quarterly 
Spotlight on AF  
History  
Continuing 
Related Sites 
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Combat rescue 
in VietiRam was 

The Rescue of Vampire 26 in 
Vietnam - Part Till 160x.120 video 

G 28.8K  modem version - good quality 
0 56K+ modem version - better quality 

Choose the version of this streaming 
audio/video presentation which best matches 
your modem speed. Note'; there is a 45 
second muted segment near the end of this 
video. 

Check out the Museum's Rescue istory 
Gallery for more on USAF Rescue! 
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