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September 20, 1972

A"‘ War ConfmueS*

HQ: 7th AF, TAN SON::NHUT '

AB; Vxetnam"« . Two -North -
‘Viethamese: M‘g -21s._were_shot .-

‘down’ by ‘U:S:'F4s in separate

.actions: fom' days apart north of
Hanoi, ik
E...Capt Fred W Shefﬂer and
CapL Mark: Al Massen ‘of the 8th

“We. hit-him on the left snde
just .in front of the tail seetion;
‘he'-entered a 45-degree dive
trailing smokeé but I didn’t see
the ground impact. When he was

- 'in the dive he was burning

.because = we saw.a. large
flreball” R

ligs Downed

o'clock,” White said. “and we
began cvasive action, The Mig
zoomed past, and began a barrel
roll as the enemy pilot realized
he was out of position to attack
any of us.

“We maneuvered into position
and fired a missie which guided

Tactical: Fighters Wirig shot'down= A" séé“ﬁ’d“M:g*waS“shot -down-- '=into~the Mig and cxploded. The

_one"‘*qf zethe"

\Mlgsai.)whlle flymg

gvengermotive
e rs‘%;v 2

i **qu

Mzg. en'g

(endéd up: at 12'0 clock in front of

qs, ;Shefﬂer«saxd ““We maneu—‘

A ;pesition’ ----qﬁred —
sand? theimissilé”smoked - in-on
‘target: Impact was one'and one-
"half Tiles; awayland-I saw it all. -

resumption of the bombhing this
year: The Tahi Nguyen Railroad
marshalling yard is an example,
We went in- under tremendous
ground fire — heavy 85mm and
numerous SAMS (surface-to-air
_missiles) — and wiped the place
out, It's great to be part of a
professional outfit.” Jelf Thomp-
son cnthused.

Hose F-4 3

-August 119 by a .crew from the

- 366th Tactical Fighter Wing. -

Capt.: Jimmy White and Capt.
Frank’J. Béttifte were. escorting
issions-northeast. of - Hanol
-when a'Mig call came, .

“My wmgman called a Migaté

Mig traveled about 3,000 feet
before the pilot cjected and we
observed a good chute.”

There have been 50 Migs
reported downed this year in the
air war over North Vietnam, 28
by Air Force crews,

F-4 Crew Rescued
From Tonkin Gulf

By TSGT STEWART DIAMOND

HQ.-7th’ AF, TAN SON NHUT'

AB;~ ‘Vietnam — It was just
anothcr ‘day’in the office for

Capt. Mike Van Wagenan- and -

Maj. Ear! Johnson. Then a
surface-to-air missile exploded
nearhy and caused -an .abrupt
change in the office routine.

. The “office” was an F-4 andthe
{wo men were carrying out an
air strike against a strateglc
target in Notth Vietnam,

Capf. Van Wagenen, aireraft
"commander, said they had al-
ready avoided at least two SAMs
when one exploded within 500
feet. “We heard the shrapnel
hitting the canopy,” the captain
recounted.

“The front canopy was shat-
tered and our right external fuel

tank was rupfurced.”

Major Johnston, weapon Sys-
tems operator, said all engine
instruments went dead, . ..
plus two of the three -hydraulie
syslems. This meant we would
not be able to refuel”

The capiain then turned the F-
4 out fo sea and headed for Da
Nang Ab, Vietnam,

Then there was a {lameout of
both engines and both men
¢jeeted into the Gulf of Tonkin.

The rest was right out of the
textbook. Jolly Green Giant
helicopters who had responded
to the emerpency nulled the (wo
erewmen {rom the water within
15 minutes after ejection.

At Da Nang, the two men were
Irealed and returned (o home
base, to fly and fight again,
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Jollys make ‘on-the-spot’ rescue

An  Alr Force F-4 Phantor was struck by
n  surface=to-alr missile (SAM) over Hai-
phong  Harbor in Rorth Vietnam Wednesday.
The pilots reached the ccegn where they
were picked up by rescue halicopters from

Da Nang.

Sy 72 5T

"o were on a mlssilon over the north-
east rallroad I1n Halphong," sald Cspt.
Mike VanWagenen, tha P=} pilot, "when we
deteoted four SAMs being launched at us,
He managed to evade two that were coming
in at 8ix o'clock, and then evaded one of
the two coming in at nine o'elock, but
the othar one deionated about 100 faet a-
bove us,"

"The blaet shattered the -canopy and
blew out one of my engines and my instru-
monts, I didn't know how much fusl I had
but I hit ths after burner and hoped
she'@ take me and my back Beaber, Maj.
Bar) Johnson, out to sea before she qult,
Yo were doing over 800 knots when we lsft
thera,"

As ths P-4 was streaking southeast, two
crows from the 37th Aervspace Rescus and
Recovery Squadron were escorting a Sandy
A=l with mechanical problems back to Da
Nang,

"When wa received the call for halp,"
said Capt, David E, Mullenix, alrcraft
comander on one of the HH-53 Super Jolly
Gireen 'Glant reecus helicopters, 'wa wore
pretty near the area where the bird was
expeoted Lo - come down, We kept & walzh
for any sign of the survivore when about
a nile In front of us the F=f plumetied
into the sea., We started flying in wide
circles because we knsw the guys were on
their way down in thelr parachutes and we
wanted to keep our rotors a safe distance
away from +them, They hit the water and
we went in and picked one Ap and the
other-Jolly picked up the other survivor,
We were northeast of Hue and about 40
miles eff the coast so ground fire was no
problem,"
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Jollys make ‘on-tne-spot’ rescue

An Air Forece F—/, Phanton was struck by
a surface—to-alr missile (Szﬁ) over Hai-
phong Harbor in North Vietnsm Wednesday.
The pilots reached the ocesn where they

wore plcked up by rescue hslicoptera from
Da Nengz,

CAANACERNAD, TG

"de were on a mission over the north-
5ast  rallroad in Haiphong," sald Capt,
ke VeanWagenen, the F-f pilot, "whon we
lotested four SAMs being launched at us,
fe managed to evade two that were ooming
In at olx o'clock, and then evaded one of
the  two coming in at nine ofclock, but
tha other one detonated about 100 feet o~

vove us,’
The crew on Captain Mullenix's Jolly
"The blust ohattered the - canopy and were3 oo<pilot Capt, Frederich W, Har-
blew ocut one of my ongines and my instru- rington, flight englneer S3gt, Albert D,
ments, I didn‘t lmow how much fusl T had Cochren, and 8Sgt. Douglas E. Wilson and
but T hit the after burmer and hoped Sgt. Charles B. MoQuoid, pararescuemen.
she'd take me and my back seabter, Maj. The sacond Jolly was crewed by C pt,
Zarl Johnsen, out to sea before she quit. Gerald W, Tonn, piloty Lt, Jerry D.
We were doing over 800 kmots whon we laft Stout, co-pilot; Sgt, Cayotano Plna,
thera, ¥ ' flizbt engineer; and SMSgt, OCharles R.
Chapman end 3gt. John U, Stephena, para~
As the F-4 was streaking southeast, two rescueman,

crews from the 37th Aerospace Resocus and
Recovery Squadron were escorting a Sendy
A-1 with mechanical problems back to Da
Hang,

"When we received the oall for help,*
sald Capt, David E, Mallenix, alrcraft
commander on one of the HH=53 Super Jolly
Green "Glant rescue helioopters, we were
pretty near the area where the bird was
expected 1o come down, We kept a watch
for sany sign of the survivors when about
a mile In front of us the P-4 plumetted
into the sea. We started flyirg in wide
cirelea beocause we kraw the guys were on e
their wey down in thelr parachutes and we LU S5 R
wanted to keep our rotors a safe distance
away from them, They hil the water and
wo went iIn and picked one Wp and the
other.-Jolly picked up the other survivor.
We were mnortheast of Hue and about 40
miles of'f the coast so ground fire was no
problem, "



Sultv vol2

STEGELS

NARE | Ry AUL‘J! e)z
ORG Ay —
oA
apTE CRegw G S“#‘E LoCAow TNPE SAve
S dob Dwvtenew || %49 | cwaa A, 38514 s Compal AL
R CTon Van Wacenen
CoutiAm CAPTAW |
Lhithon ‘m
| Qv o &7 3{
T N |
TONN RS0 | EARL K Jomson ?)Qg/bq /(951 FComBAT SpE
STouT
Vinva 5 ;"/:S‘J.
lC:'um(’w
TPl S
Moove | Borecnie | 1350111 andlesen, | B4 /'_13/ 7 Vel e
S ISTON b;ﬁ\,’:l‘; i,
VoA |
YO LIl et | 290 o7/ e QunidnT  SpUE
VANCT Ve Witkiam D '
: | | | | |
I8l [daRenEe] T 233 | epT Posner, D W o9y ComdaT  SAvE
HCLLINASY GoRloN W
CuRI S N
b SALL



__ 3 Jdue 72 (Co/uz o\
ez | feom LAEDe 14 = | Beerer £ wo \JorCc—
N2 | YinG 26~ Posion on  LaARENo \1 - Rb6N /ag%e
2523 | ipG 2k - 1 NoiCE CoM TACT
WS | VinG-26 - taRede 1 b fosiTen 055 | Jogg
A2 | Pade ¢ B STAT o JoUEA - ~
rzzoz il St Hallee A0 L4
vEzee ] Nlen Rcpech s AR Posnure Teo \oce?
+oes2 gl CSAR Basvore we Ao o
G238 Xh| XGHbbt e __
cc#se g G Ced R
D3| < Tolyiat. 4 DRIR o _ _
B I R = ) .
22527 C&%& .5_%4 He llee A éu\k{ e
Soewlpl e, Roapesds AR Rc% %\53\5“ __
R A B S G P o o
7552 | b ’%aas___.om Y BULSEYE  AREA~ e o
o0 2 |Sb | GASLITE of - BATTLE DAMAGE 3%/{25/77 é“{i'ﬁ:_QZf :
Ohort |5 | GAsLITE Pundity ouT 340/%1‘?? (Same. covfusion AS
“TO _CALL SN~ MoTEL SAS IT's. BasPor - dhck SAys IT's
L G?Péi-t_t_u__)._.__ e
6452 | Yo =Tl op (uﬂ( o PtqéuP ﬁm&w N o
odp| b hse R o
o422 b | Py THe whTSR Em SIST_SuRVNOR o
04Z # __Gs_f__z_sf_ Mo ABeARD



B due 2 (Com MY

G (ag mméwé PLaCuf onN__SECoN] AN

| O2o%] D6 s PossiBLe RRoKEN Ifw on) FIRST AN

o233 | B | U6 bbb ficked up_SEComd mA = Hu(ST in) wmaa___é&__P;a
b | BRoLES DAw  Gufiemed or [ARST maw.

| oAb G- bb - SECoud_ mpn £ Y oM. RoaRd ~ Road SiAfE

s X0 | WNG 2b- Saubies ETA 65152 4 N\oLligS ETA O530%
ob
3

2
é%;

& T % b oRBIT 4 SpR-€
| BRSS 624 AT 210TAN- 10617 et - JM[‘ L

ol TBASS b LesT oM TACT - 10T CEPRTEA
L ANy wrERS T ONUE—BTEL

;__hl;i’:__c?(?_ DRAR £ BRsAT _TO _JokeR

_22% = § ) ggaf‘r &‘-(s'k“ﬁ:._;( ‘k-c; c:ku‘\' L o

. L SAR Posture To o sAcc . L I
Z?_S‘;_?fﬁ SAR Pectvpe £ 1TEm Report. VO &u;c R
&b

1) a2t Fee L
YR 9Ly FE
RESTAT £ Dabr o NoER

IR I Y A Y
O_ZL&__GX@&_ - Wellee ty e = L
%

a2 L (o S N S8 V54 %bcwv’c: To Apck
_225_&—_05&_ SR Pugiure £ e Et@;ﬁr ~\,_\_ 3 \éw
_,_::Jx;:_h_o“f__ Yol 272 M ¥ Y o
- G D& 7 'ma \
Cosfga | b [ puopn's b Lo

o [ U Lol




(

~

5)

following SARs during this reporting period.

STARCH AND RECCUD

1G3

Aircraft assigned to the 56th SOV participated in the

Due to the excessive

number conducted no attempt was made to providec completc details

in this section.

Each SAR has becn briefly addresscd below, For

addit ional information refer to the SAR Rescue Opening/Closing

Reports located in Volume II, Appendix V.

DATE CALI. SIGN

(c) 11
(Cy 12
(s) 17

(C) 31

(5) 13
() 15

20
20

26

Ty
Lo 0 B 55

L
ISR S |

Jul
Jul
Jul

Jul

Aug
Aug

fug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Sep
Secp

3ep

Sep

Lady Ace

Bluz Star 34

Owl 02

Surre 93

Z1

Atlanta 10

Saber T4

NKT LO2
PI'D
Buick 0O

Motion A~

Tufa 02
Raven 23

Volunteer 538

0lds 04
Date 03
Hail 60
Atlanta
Hobo 42

2

08

TYPZ A/C  PLACE
Cl'=52D Quang Tri
UH-1 MR-1

F-4 Ashau Valley
352 Thailand
RF-40 MZ

Uli-1 Hue, RVN
-1 Paksong
Porter Paksong

F-i, 19N, 106%
F-4 Laos

F-q PDJ

o1 PDJ

ul-1t! 20N, 10LE
=4 Unknown

P-4 N. Viet
OvV-10 MR-1

RF-4C Tonkin Gulf
A-1A 19N, 103E

PO3  RESULTS
) 6 Saves
L LSaves
“ 1 Save
1 MIA
6 1 Save
5 Losses
2 CAA
2 1 Jave
1 Loss
2 2 Saves
3 Saves
2 Saves
? 1 Save
1 MI4
2 2 MIA
1 1 MIa
11 11 3Saves
2 2 Saves
2 2 MIA
A 2 Saves
2 2 Saves
1 1 3Save



VIETNAM: BIRTH OF THE DEDICATED COMBAT SAR

Operations in Vietnam, however, required a much greater capabil-
ity, and this led directly to the development of the CH-3E, the ‘jolly
Green Giant’. This new derivation was characterised by more power-
fulT58-GE-5 engines and a larger rotor diameter and fuselage length.
The uprated type was first delivered in February 1966 and could lift
25 troops or carry twelve litters; it also carried a rescue hoist. The
CH-3E was outfitted with self-defence and fire-suppression capabili-
ties consisting of an Emerson TAT-102 gun turret on the outer edge
of each fuselage sponson carrying a 7.62 minigun.

The HH-3E ‘Jolly’ was better configured for the rescue role, being
fitted with protective armour, self-sealing fuel tanks, a retractable IFR
probe and specialised mission equipment. Fourteen HH-3Es were
ordered, but only eight were delivered, their numbers being boosted
by a conversion programme that brought the remaining CH-3Es up
to the same standard. The name ‘Jolly Green Giant’ came about after
the first CH-3Cs arrived inVietnam camouflaged in an overall green
paint scheme. The colour coincided with an American television com-
mercial advertising the Green Giant brand of vegetables and using
the slogan ‘Good things come from the valley of the Jolly Green Gi-
ant’. The name was soon adopted by the crews.

The first USAF pilot to accumulate 6,000 flying hours on the HH-
3 was Maj Kyron Hall, and another valued rescue pilot was Capt
Gerald O. Young. On one rescue, Young and his ‘Jolly Green’, plus a
second HH-3, Army gunships, C-130 flare-ships and a ‘King’ ship,
plucked a Marines reconnaissance team from the jungle where two
helicopter rescue missions had already ended in disaster. Young’s air-
craft was shot down and, despite being badly burned, he nursed
wounded soldiers and ran a diversionary effort to lure the approach-

ing enemy soldiers. He was himself recovered and was awarded the
Medal of Honor.

Jollys in the Jungle
Typical of the ‘Jolly Green Giant’s mission are these two actual re-
ports supplied from the archives of the 37th ARRS during the early
1970s in South-East Asia:

Date: 18 Fuly 1972
Mission Number: A-40-033
Flight Designation: Yolly Green 64
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COMBAT SEARCH & RESCUE

Massion Objective: Owl 02A

Location: 280/28/69

Saves: One Combatr Save

Report by: AC Captain Mike T. Gerald, 37th ARRS

‘We were clocked on at 0015 while the Alpha crews were out making
an attempt on Owl 02A, the pilot from of a downed F-4 Phantom.
Alpha-1l was Jolly Green 66 (JG 66) and AH was Jolly Green 71 (JG
71). At 0045, JG 66 reported to have taken battle damage while pull-
ing off of area of the survivor because of turbulence. He reportedly
had a fuel leak and was returning to Channel 77.

‘Jollys 72 and 64 were scrambled and airborne at 0100Z and pro-
ceeded to the area of Channel 69 declaring feet wet. While en route
JG 66 said he thought he had damage to his flight controls and was
declaring an emergency, and requested an intercept in the event of a
water landing. Upon testing of miniguns JG 64 said he had one pos-
sible operational gun, and my aircraft had two good and possibly three
functional guns.

‘At this time, approximately 0130Z, JG 72 directed JG 64 to join
up with JG 66 and escort him to Channel 77 while we proceeded to
Channel] 69 to be high bird for JG 71. We joined JG 71 and began
holding feet wet while Sandys and FACs worked the survivor’s area
In an attempt to evaluate the severity of the turbulence and feasibility
of another pick-up attempt.

‘G 71 and 72 briefed for air refueling, and refueled at 0213Z. |G
71 discovered he had no gas mask for his flight engineer and was
going to return to Channel 77 to pick one up. JG 72 was going to also
RTB for new batteries for the miniguns but was advised by JG 64 that
he was airborne from Channel 77 and had extra batteries for us on
board and would rendezvous at Channel 69, We proceeded to Chan-
nel 69 and awaited the arrival of JG 64. He arrived, the batteries were
loaded and we requested to stay on ground alert, but we were told to
launch with JG 64 to RTB and 72 to join with 71 and hold feet wet.
At 0505Z Sandy 07 determined pick-up was not possible at this time
and for all SAR forces to RTB. On the ground, problems of turbu-
lence and ingress and egress were evaluated and the conclusion was
drawn that the SAR attempt would have to wait unti] the winds died
down.

‘At 0900Z, another attempt was planned and JG 71 and JG 64
launched. Initial orbit was feet wet off Channel 69 (0917Z) which
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was subsequently moved to 280/28/69 at 0926Z. At 0933Z JG 71 was
briefed that an attempt seemed feasible at this ime by Sandy 01, now
on-scene commander. The run-in began with JG 64 orbiting directly
overhead at 13,000 feet just above a broken overcast layer of clouds.
‘At 09427 ]G 71 was 1n the area and the survivor was briefed o
pop smoke. The survivor was contacted visually at 09447 and the
Jolly’s jungle penetrator started down. Sandy 01 asked the survivor to
move to the penetrator if possible. JG 71 was vectored closer to the
survivor and the survivor climbed on the penetrator at 09547 and
joined up with JG 64 feet wet at 1000Z. SAR forces joined up and
RTB’d to Channel 77. The survivor was in excellent shape. Total time
flown by this crew was 6.7 hours in 2 sorties. Negative ground fire.

Date: 18 July 1972

Mission Number: A-40-033

Flight Designation: Jolly Green 71

Mission Objective: Recovery of Owl 02A/B

Location: 1621N 10713E

Saves: One Combatr Save

Report by: CaprammW H. Frederick USAE Awrcraft Commander, Jolly Green

71

‘Since the Alpha crews had flown during the night on 17 July and

early morning of 18 July, the Bravo crews briefed at 0530L and as-

sumed the Alpha Alert at 07001, 18 July, in preparation for an at-

tempted recovery of Owl 02A and Owtl 02B, who were F-4 Phantom

crewman shot down at approximately YD370 110. Nail 18, a For-

ward Air Controller (FAC) in an OV-10 aircraft, went into the survi-

vors’ area at first light and raised both crewman on the radio. Owl

02A had spent the night in a tree, suspended by his parachute har-

ness, but had made a safe descent to the ground at dawn. Owl 02B

was separated from his pilot but was talking to him as well as the FAC

overhead. He reported a severe back injury and an inability to move.
‘Having located the survivors, checked the weather and assessed

the enemy’s presence in the area, the FAC advised the launch of the

Jollys. Jolly Grecen 66, Alpha Low, Jolly Green 71, Alpha High, Sandv

01 and Sandy 07 took off at 07151 and were directed to hold feet wet

near Tan My while some air strikes were put in to secure the area

around the survivors. Entering their orbit at 07501, the Jollys climbed

to 4,000 feet MSL in the holding pattern while the Sandy aircraft
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COMBAT SEARCH & RESCUE

went feet dry for a first-hand look at the SAR area. Nail 20, another
OV-10 FAC, also entered the SAR area at approximately this time to
take over as on-scene commander from Nail 18, who was getting low
on fuel. Low clouds in a scattered to broken condition at 6,000 to
8,000 feet MSL and moderate to severe orographic turbulence were
serious limiting factors affecting the supporting tactical air strikes
and the ability of the FACs and Sandys to maintain good visual sur-
velllance of the SAR area.

‘At 0810L the OSC directed the Jollys feet dry to a final orbit point
at 280/28/69. The Jollys proceeded at 13,000 feet MSL to the new
holding point, and Nail 20 came out to lead Jolly Green 66 to the
survivors’ area. Alpha Low went directly into the SAR area while
Alpha High entered final holding. The only avenue of approach to the
survivors which was open to Alpha Low was below the cloud deck
where the FACs, Sandys or F-4 could not venture. Alone in this low-
aititude regime of cloud-enshrouded mountain peaks, severe turbu-
lence and enemy forces, Jolly Green 66 managed to raise Owl 02B on
the radio and then caught a brief glimpse of his parachute, While
manoeuvring for another pass over the survivor, Jolly Green 66 was
caught in a downdraught and was nearly slammed into the mountain.
Aircraft recovery was only possible after a descent to the treetops. At
this ume the aircraft also took numerous hits from enemy ground
fire, forcing an abort of the rescue attempt. En route to Channel 77,
the Jolly Green discovered bullet holes in the left auxiliary fuel tank
and gradual loss of second-stage pressure as hydraulic fluid was de-
pleted through bullet holes in that system’s plumbing.

“The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 66 recommended that an-
other rescue attempt not be tried until the weather improved in the
SAR area. Jolly Green 71, still holding at the initial point, then as-
sumed the role of Alpha Low and was joined by Jolly Green 72, the
new Alpha High. The two Alpha aircraft were directed to hold feet
wet again near Tan My while FACs and Sandys remained in the SAR
area to direct supporting air strikes and to watch for weather favour-
ing another rescue attempt. At some time between 11001 and 1130L
the FACs lost radio contact with Owl 02B. Owl 02A reported hearing
gunshots from Bravo man’s area. Radio contact could not be re-
established with Owt 02B.

“The Jollys held at Tan My until 13151, when it was agreed by
Sandy 07 that the weather precluded a pick-up at that time. All SAR
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forces RTB at 1355L. During the afternoon the cloud deck lifted and
went to a scattered condition, but the surface wind did not abate.
Late in the afternoon a decision was made for another attempt to
pick up the survivor just before sunset, when the wind might possibly
slacken. The Alphas and Sandys re-launched at 1640L. The Alpha
High crew transferred to Jolly Green 64 for maintenance reasons.
Holding briefly at 17151 off Tan My, the Jollys were then directed to
the final holding point, 280/28/69 at 1725L, after Sandy 01 had talked
to Owl 02A. The winds had in fact decreased somewhat, lessening the
orographic turbulence. The decision: Go.

‘A Nail FAC rendezvoused with Jolly Green 71 as it approached
the final holding point and the Low bird continued on directly to the
SAR area, making a long, descending run-in at 150KIAS behind the
Nail. After crossing an enemy trail structure at 10,000 feet MSL, rate
of descent was further increased to get below the clouds in time to see
Sandy’s marker smoke. A brief glimpse of white marker smoke through
ahole in the clouds prompted a steep 360-degree left turn in near full
auto-rotation to avoid overshooting the survivors’ location. Emergence
below the cloud level occurred during the turn and, as Jolly Green 71
rolled out on the initial inbound heading, Sandy launched another
smoke rocket to impact directly ahead, leading to the survivor. Jolly
Green 71 started slowing down, called for the survivor’s smoke at
1744L, and the pilot immediately spotted the survivor half way up a
60 degree slope at one o’clock, low. Entering a very high hover, the
lower UHF antenna was selected and the survivor could be heard
loudly and clearly on the radio. The flight engineer started the forest
penetrator down while directing the pilot over the survivor. Thinking
that there might not be enough hoist cable to reach the survivor, the
flight engineer directed the pilot to lower the hover altitude.

“The hover altitude was reduced by approximately 150 feet, and
suddenly the helicopter shuddered violently and entered a settling
with power state as it lost transitional lift from the wind that had been
blowing into the main rotor from the crest of a ridge 300 yards in
front of the aircraft. A near-instantaneous recovery was accomplished
by simply holding full-up collective, lowering the nose to gain 15 or
20 knots airspeed, and then hover-taxying 100 yards to the rear, fol-
lowing the engineer’s vectors. This sequence was repeated a second
ume before the limiting descent altitude was established at 5,200 feet
MSL, approximately 200 feet above the survivor and level with the
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COMBAT SEARCH & RESCUE

ridgeline. Due to the steep terrain slope away from the right side of
the aircraft, the pilot had no outside visual hover reference closer
than 500 feet below the helicopter or 4 to %4 miles to the side, so the
co-pilot then took the controls and provided a rock-steady hover, un-
lising the near up-slope terrain on his side for hover reference.

‘At 1725Z the survivor started up the penetrator, and as soon as he
was clear of the trees Jolly Green 71 purchased additional hover in-
surance by increasing the hover altitude to 250 feet AGL to get far-
ther into the envelope of wind that was blowing across from the
ridgeline. The survivor was on board the helicopter at 17451, and as
Jolly Green 71 started an immediate climb to 13,000 feet MSL, the
Pararescuemen were cleared to fire the miniguns to cover the Jolly’s
exit from the area. The survivor was in excellent condition consider-
ing his ordeal. There was no further contact with Owl 02B, and ali
SAR forces RTB, landing at Ch. 77 at 1845L.”

More Jolly Reports

Sgt Thomas Newman, a Pararescueman aboard an HH-53, recov-
ered a downed F-105 flier near Savannakhet in Laos. Newman was
lowered through the jungle canopy to reach the survivor under -
tense enemy fire which threatened both him and his aircraft, so
Newman requested they evacuate the area. A second HH-53 came
into play, lowered its hoist and reeled in the pair from the ground.
However, Newman had become entangled in the cable, so had to
lower them again. Finally the pair were recovered, Newman with cuts
and bruises and the pilot with a broken leg and arm.

Not all rescues were successful, either for the Pararescuemen or for
the downed airman. Once such incident involved Airman First Class
Charles King, part of the crew of an HH-3 from Det 1, 40th ARRS,
who were involved in the rescue of a pilot in Laos. On 24 December
a parachute was spotted, triggering off a Christmas Day recovery,
Once established at the site, King was lowered, located the pilot and
secured him to the hoist. At this point automatic weaponry opened
up on the aircraft and King. King transmitted ‘T'm hit, I'm hit! Pull
up, pull up!’, whereupon the aircraft initiated a immediate exit, snap-
ping off the hoist cable. King was declared MIA until December 1978,
when he was declared KIA,

More fortunate was Airman First Class Joel Tally-——again a Para-
rescueman—engaged on his first mission as a member ot the 37th
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DATE: 18 July 1972

MISSION NUMBER: A-40-033
FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 71
MISSION OBIECTIVE Owl 02A
LOCATION: 1621N 10713E

SAVES: Onc Combat Save

Summary of SAR actions: Since the Alpha crews had flown during the night on 17 July and early
morning of 18 July. the Bravo crews briefed at 05301 and assumed the Alpha Alert at 07001, 18 July,
in preparation for an attempted recovery of Owl (02A and Owl 02B, F-4 crewman who were down at
approximately YD370 110. Nait 18, a Forward Air Controller (FAC) in an O'V-10 aircraft, went into
the survivor's area at first light and raised both crewman on the radio. Owl 02A had spent the night in
a tree. suspended by his parachute harness, but had made a safe descent to the groundiat dawn. Owt
028 was separated from his pilot but was talking to him as well as the FAC overhead. He reported a
severe back mjury and an inability ta move. Having located the survivors, checked the weather. and
assessed the enemy's presence in the area. the FAC advised the launch of the Jollies. Jolty Green 66,
Alpha Low. Jollv Green 71, Alpha Thigh. Sandy 01, and Sandy 07 took aft at 07151, and were directed
to hotd feet wet near Tan My while some airstrikes were put in to secure the area around the
survivors. Entering their orbit at 0750L, the Jollies climbed to 4000 feet MSL. in the holding pattern
while the Sandy aircraft went feet dry fro a first hand look at the SAR area. Nail 20. another OV-10
FAC also entered the SAR area at approximately this time to take over On Scene Commander (OSC)
rote fram Nail 18 who was getting low on fuel. Low clouds in a scattered to broken condition at 6000
to 8000 feet MSL and moderate to severe orographic turbulence were serious limiting factors
effecting the supporting tactical air strikes and the ability of the FAC's and Sandies to maintain good
visual surveiliance of the SAR area. At 0810L ths OSC directed the Jollies feet dry 1o a tinal orbit
point at 280/28/69. The Jollics proceeded at 13000 (eet MISL to the new holding point, and Nait 20
came out to lead Jollv Green 66 to the survivor's arca. Alpha Low went directly into the SAR area
while Alpha High entered final holding. The only avenue of approach to the survivors which was open
to-Alpha Low was below the cloud deck where the FAC's. Sandies. or F-4 could not venture. Alone in
this low altitude regime of cloud enshrouded mountain peeks, severe turbulence. and enemy forees,
Jolly Green 66 managed to raise Owl 02B on the radio and then caught a brief glimpse of his
parachute. While maneuvering for another pass over the survivor, Jolly Green 66 was caught in a
downdraft and was ncarly slammed into the mountain. Aircraft recovery was only possible after a
descent to the treetops. At this time the aircraft also took numerous hits from enemy ground fire,
forcing an abort of the rescue attempt. Enroute to Ch. 77. Jolty Green discovered builet holes in the
left auxitiary fuel tank and gradual loss of second stage pressure as hydraulic fluid was depleted
through bullet holes in that system's plumbing. The aircraft commander of Jotly Green.66
recommended that another rescuc attempt not be tried untit the weather improved in the SAR area
Jotty Green 71 still holding at the initial point. then assumed the role of Alpha Low and was joined by
Jolly Green 72, the new Alpha High. The two Alpha aircraft were directed te hotd feet wet again neat
Tan My while FAC's and Sandies remained in the SAR area to direct supporting airstrikes and to
watch for weather tavoring another rescue altempt. At some time hetween 1 100L and 1 130L the
FAC tost radio contact with Owl 02B. Owl 02A reported hearing gunshots from Bravo man's area,

http /jollygreen.org/37thhist/1972/0w102a7 | htm 1/25/99
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Radio contact could not be re-established with Owl 02B. The Jollies held at Tan My until 13151, when
Jack concurred with Sandy 07 that the weather precluded a pickup at that time. All SAR forces RTB
at {3551 During the afternoon the cioud deck hfted and went to a scattered conditton. hut the surface
wind did not abate. F.ate in the afternoon a deciston was made for another attempt to pick up the
survivor just before sunset when the wind might possibly slacken. The Alphas and Sandies relaunched
at 16401.. The Alpha High crew transferred to Jolly Green 64 for maintenance reasons. Holding briefly
at 1715L off Tan My. the Joliies were then directed to the final holding point. 280/28/69 at {7251
after Sandy 01 had talked to Owl 02ZA. The winds had in fact decreased somewhat, lessening the
orographic turbulence. The decision: go. A Nail FAC rendezvoused with Jolly Green 71 as it
approached the final holding point and the Low bird continued on directly to the SAR area making a
long. descending run-in at 1S0KIAS behind the Nail. After crossing an enemy tratl structure at 10000
feet MSI.. rate of descent was further increased to get below the clouds in time to see Sandy's marker
smoke. A brief ghimpse of white marker smoke through a hole in the clouds prompted a steep 360
degree left turn in near full autorotation to avoid overshooting the survivor's location. Emergence
below the cloud fevel occurred during the turn and as Jolly Green 71 rolled out on the initial inbound
heading, Sandy launched another smoke rocket to impact directly ahead, leading to the survivor. Jolly
Green 71 started slowing down, called for the survivor's smoke at 1744L. and the ptlot immediately
spotted the survivor half way up a 60 degree siope at one o'clock, low. Entering a very high hover,
lower UTTF antenna was selected and the survivor could be heard loudly and clearty on the radio. The
flight engineer started the forest penetrator down while directing the pilot over the survivor. Thinking
that therc might not be enough hoist cable to reach the survivor. the flight engineer directed the pilot
to lower the hover altitude. The hover altitude was reduced by approximately 150 feet. and suddenly
the helicopter shuddered viclently and entered a settling with power state as it lost transitional lift
from the wind that had been blowing into the main rotor from the crest of a ridge 300 vards in front of
the aircrail. A near mstantaneous recovery was accomplished by simply hotding fult up collective,
lowenng the nose to gain 15 or 20 knots airspeed, and then hover taxing 100 yards to the rear.
foliowing the engineer's vectors. This sequence was repeated a sccond time before the limiting descent
altitude was established at 5200 feet MSL, approximately 200 feet above the surviver and level with
the ndgeline. Duc to the steep terram slope away from the right side of the aircraft, the pilot had no
ourside visual hover reference closer than 500 feet below the helicopter or V4 to ¥ miles to the side, so
the copilot then took the controls and provided a rock-steady hover. utilizing the near upslope terrain
on his side for hover reference. At 17257 the survivor started up the penetraror. and ds soon he was
cléar of the trees, Jolly Green 71 purchased additional hover insurance by increasing the hover altitude
to 250 feet AGI. to get farther into the envelope of wind that was blowing across from the ridgeline.
The survivor was on board the helicopter at 17451, and as Jolly Green 71 started an immediate chimb
to 13000 feet MSL. the pararescuemen were cleared to firc the min-guns to cover the Jolly's exit from
the area. The survivor was in excellent condition constdering his ordeal. There was no further contact
with Owl 02B_ and all SAR forces RTB, landing at Ch. 77 at 1845L.

CALL SIGN HOLRS SORTIES
1G 66 23 |

G 71 88 2

1G 72 4.6 1

1G 64 20 1

Sandy 07 UNK UNK
Sandy 01 UNK UNK

http://jollygreen.org/3 7thhist/1972/0wl02a7 1 htm 1/25/99
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4. Standard radios for the SAR forces and the SAR objectives as referenced ‘n frem 1. above,

Swmmary at SAR actions.
SONJA
0.

Jally Green 60

AC Cpt Gerald M. T

CP Cpt Charles C. B

HM Sgt himmie R, C RiIcK
RS SMS Charles R. CHinfanp

RS AIC Emst W E

Jolly Green 72

AC Cpt Dennis M B

CP 2Lt Jerry D S

HM Sgt Cavetano P

RS S8g Douglas L Wil
RS Sgt Michael I, W Akwrf?

Jolly Green 64

AC Cpt Dennis M. B
CP2ltJerry D S

HM Set Cavetano P

RS 85g Douglas E. Wi sons
RS Sgt Michael L. W As g

Christopher € K, Major. USAF
Operations Officer
IFOR:

Frederick W. H, Captain, USAF

Anrcraft Commander, Jolly Green 7|

Jolly Green 04
ACCptDavidE. M

CP ILt OlinF L

HM SSgt Ablert D. C

RS Sgt Richard L. § <79
RS A1C Kenneth W. C

Jolly Green 71

AC Cpt Frederick W H

CP 1.t Harrv L. H

HM Sgt Charles J. Rouhier

RS AIC Lawrence E. Kir18n{
RS Sgt William E. S

attp:/fjollygreen. org/3 7thhist/ 1972/0wl02a7 1 htm
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Vietnam War Aircraft Losses

[17,uli 1972 [F-4D SUN™ |Tushek G. M. [t JRcscued | Brown W.G.  |Capt _ |MIA
'i"'523 19 juli 1972 |[F-4D Sea  |Wier 1. D.Jr [Capt_JRcscued  JUSNShip  |[EdwardsK. G, |ILt Rescued
1524 120 juli 1972 |F-4b ......... Sea BumnsJ. 1. j?'Ceipt Rescued  [USN tHelo ._."mNeLao';on M. B 1Lt Rescued
1525 |23 juli 1972 [A37 SVN_[Gravrock S . ile kA | =
1520 Joajuiiors FaE— fSea Ju b JResewed JUSNHelo [Capt _ JReseued
(527 129 juli 1972 F-103G Sea |Coady T 1 _Maj Rescued  {USMC Helo  [Murphy H. F.  [May Rcscued
1528 129 3uli 1972 |F-4L VN JiKula L. D. gCapt POW Matsui M. K. Capt POW (retur
N el i A _ [ Jrewmed)
1529 |30 Jull 1972 iI--4D Sea Crane D. A, 1Capt  §Rescued [[USN Helo Petkunas D. W. 1Lt Rescued
1530 |30 juli 1972  {F-4D Sea Brooks G. B. Jr Capt  fRescued |USN McAdams J. M. ]Capt Rescued
1531 30 juit 1972 |[F-4D INVN  {Breekner W. J. LtCol ‘POW Price L. D. ILt POW (retur
] (retumed) o

1532 [9Augi972 |F4D __ Jbca |BeaversJ L. [Capt JRescied  JUSAF Helo |Haskell W.A.__ |iLt _ |Rescued
1533 || 10 Aug 1972 |[F-4D THL [Mathews P. T. [Capt [K1A Stark I1. D. ILt KIA

1534 [12 Aug 1972 |C-130E _ |SVN |VanceJ. D |Maj |KIA Kohler T. [Capt JKiA

1535 113 Aug 1972 I’lRF—«‘-lC SVN  [[Gauntt W. A, iCapl POW [Townsend F. W. {|ILt MIA

| l{returned}

R T S S e S TS 7 AR R SV Soufe
(557 [227ug 1972 P36 Sea |Tigner LM, My KA | _[Crocker w1 I [KIA

1538 |25 Aug 972 [F-4D %'@La Bailey C. G. iL.iCol [[Rescued USAF Heclo  Feinstein ). S. Capt Rescued
153'9 2 Scpt 1972 [F-4E I_:A()S_i OUd_ w.C. lr _(apt R_dlA 1Greenwood R. R Rlaj MIA__—
























