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Jollys make ‘on-the-spot’ rescue

An Air Force F-/4 Phanto» was struck by
2 surface-to-alr missile (SiM) over Hai-
phong Harbor in North Vistnam Wednesday.
The pillots reached the oce:un where they
wore picked up by rescue hslicopters from
Da Nang. :

.-‘-3—\_;-[“ ? 3, T vCH‘Q

"fe were on a mission over the north-
east rallroad in Haiphong," sald Capt.
Mike VanWagenen, the Pei pflot, "when we
detected four SAMs being launched st us.
We managed to evade two that were coming
in a% six o'clock, and then evaded one of
the two coming in at nine eo'clock, but
the other one detonated about 100 feet o~
bove us,."

"The blast shattered the -canopy and
blew out, one of my engines and my instru-
ments, I 'dida‘'t know how much fusl T had
but I hit the after burnsr and boped
she'd take me and my back geaber, Maj.
Earl Jobnson, out to sea before she quit.
We wers doing over 800 knots when we left
thera."

As the F-4 was streaking southeast, two
crews from the 37th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron wers escorting a Sandy
A=1 with mechanical problems back to Da
Nang,

"When we received the call for help,"
sald Capt, David E, Mullenix, aircraft
commander on one of the HH-53 Super Jolly
Green 'Gilant rescue helicopters, "we wore
pretly near the area where the bird was
expected - to - come down, We kept a watzh
for any sign of the survivors when sbout
& mile in front of us the ¥=i plumatted
into the sea. We started flying in wide
circles because we knew the guys were on
their way down in their parachutes and we
wanted to keep our rotors a safe distance
avey from <them, They hit the water and
we went in and picked onme Gp and the
other-Jolly picked up the other survivor,
Wa were northeast of Hue and about 40
miles off the coast so ground fire was no
problem, "
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; trallmg smoke but I didn't see
the ground impact. When he was

_,-resumpt:on of the bombing this

year: The Tahi Nguyen Railroad
z._marshallmg yard is an example,
- We' went in: under tremendous
‘ground fire — heavy 85mm and
numerous SAMS (surface-to-air
‘missiles) — and wiped the place
out, It's great to be part of a
.professional outfit,” Je
. son enthused.

Calink the dive’

Thomp-

he was burning

It I'{_qu‘ just

_ s‘uﬁhce_tu—_anr mlssxle exploded
. nearby and  caused ‘an abrupt
change in the office routine.

Thc ‘office’’ was an F-4 and the

' {wo meén were carrying out an

air strike ‘against a strategic
target in Notth Vietnam.

Capt Van Wagenen, aircraft
commander, said "they had al-
ready avoided at least two SAMs
when one exploded within 500
feet. “We heard the shrapnel
hitting the canopy,” the captain
recounted.

“The front canopy was shat-
tered and our right external fuel

By TSGT. s'rzwm DIAMOND
", TAN SON NHUT'

d  instruments went dead, “

as Iowned

_-_.""}'iim on the left side
Just in front of the tail: settion' :

o'clock,” White said. “and we
began evasive action. The Mig
zoomed past, and began a barrel
roll as the enemy pilot realized
he was out of position to attack
any of us. |

“We maneuvered into position
and fired a missle which guided

'ot .down: ~into-the Mig and exploded. The )
"Mig traveled about 3,000 feet

before the pilot e;ected_ and we

‘observed a good chute.”

There have been 50 Migs

i reported downed this year in the
 air war over North Vietnam, 28

by Air Force crews.

tank was ruptured.”
Major Johnston, weapon §ys-
tems operator, said all engine

plus two of the three ‘hydraulie

systems. This meant we would
not be able to refuel.”

The captain then turned the F-
4 out to sea and headed for Da
Nang Ab, Vietnam.

Then there was a flameout of
both engines and both men
ejected into the Gulf of Tonkin.

The rest was right out of the
textbook. Jolly Green Giant
helicopters who had responded
to the emergency pulled the two
crewmen from the water within
15 minutes after ¢jeetion.

At Da Nang, the two men wera
treated and returned to home
base, to fly and fight again,
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Jollys make ‘on-tne-spot’ rescue

An Air Force F-/ Phanton was struck by
a surface-to-alr missile (SE) over Hal-
phong Harbor in North Vistrsam Wednesday.
The pllots reached the ocesn where they
were plcked up by rescue hslicopters from
Da Nang,

JRUW AGENED, STG

"We were on a mission over the north-
sast rallroad in Halphong," said Capt,
{lke VanWagenen, the F=4 pilot, "when we
letgated four SAMs being launched at us,
fe managed to evade two that were coming
In &t six o'clock, and then evaded one of
the two coming in at nine o'clock, but
the other one detonated about 100 feet a-

soveihis, !
The crew on Captain Mallenix's Jolly
"Tho blast shattered the - canopy and weres oo<pilot Capts, Frederich W, Har-
blew out one of my engines and my instru- rington, flight engineer SSgt. Albert D.
mente, I didn't know how much fusl I had Cochran, and SSgt. Douglas E, Wilson and
but T hit the after burnsr and hoped Sgte Charles B, MoQuoild, pararescuemsn,
she'd take me and my back seaber, Maj. The second Jolly was crewed by C pt.
Earl Johnson, out to sea before she quit. Gerald W, Tomn, pilot; Lt. Jerry D.
We were doing over 800 kmots whon we left Stout, co-pllot; Sgt, Cayetano Pina,
thera flight enginser; and SMSgt. Charles R.
Chapman and 3gt, John W, Stephens, pare~
As the F-/ was streaking southeast, two reseuemerns

crews from the 37th Aervspace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron were escorting a Sandy
A=l with mechanical problems back to Da
Nange

"When we received thes call for help,"
sald Capt, David E, Mallenix, aircraft
comnander on one of the HH=53 Super Jolly
Green “Glant rescue helicopters, "we were
pretty near the area where the bird was
expacted to . come down, We kept a watch
for any sign of the survivors when about
a mile 1in front of us the F=4 plumetted
into the sea, We started flyirg in wide:
circles because we krow the guys were on
their way down in their paracButes and we CIVLTFQ s
wanted to keep our rotors a safe distance
away from them, They hil the water and
we went in and picked one wp and the
other-Jolly picked up the other survivor.
We were northeast of Hue and about 40
miles off the coast so ground fire was no
problem,"
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