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27 June 1972
SUBJECT: Sandy 9 and 10 (Valant OLA SAR)

t. at 1320 LCL Sandy 9 and 10 wers launched by the Sarco with in-
structions to rendezvous with Sandy 3 and L and the Jelly's at
Point Foxtrot. The SaR forces had been holding at Point Hotel,
but had been directed Ly King 22 to exit the immediste area after
Valant 03 and Ok, S4R cap for the forces, had been shot down by
Migs.

2. Sendy 9 «nd 10 contacted King 22 on VHF for further information
on the status of the forces and instructions. They were directed
to proceed to the 020/70 off of squid, and contuct the fast Fac,
Laredo 11, that was in contect with Valant OLA.

3. Enroute to the Sar are., Sandy 9 and 10 were aided in thelr AN
nauigation, having no bearing ém to assist them, by Disco, ——
an alrborne GCI. Disco was later WiStrumental in vectoring

Sandy 1 and 2 and Jolly 57 and 73 as they joined up at Point Hotel,
and returned to the SAR area.

L. Proceeding to the area, which wes busically northesst of Sam Nuea,
Sandy 9 and 10 contacted Sundy 3 and 4 on VHF and were briefed on

the present situation of the S8AR. At thst time, Sandy 3 and L wers “‘3\5
RTB to Ch 89 after successfully completing the pick up on Valfant

034. They had been in contact with Velant 08B, but had lost radio
contusct just prior to the pickup phase. They also had had one
transmission from Valant OLi, «nd a Beeper in the arsa.

S. Just prior to eatering the urea, Sandy 9 and 10 contacted

Laredo 11 and were briefed on the area of the survivor, movers, .\
groundfire, stc. Laredo 11 began giving the Sandy's UHF hold -
downs for ADF cuts, and deacribing the surrounding aresa. Laredo

11 then put a W.P. rocket down as a marker soms distance from the
survivor, the Sandy's got a visual on his mark, and proceeded to the
point. Once there, Laredo 11 visually guided Sandy 9 and 10 to the
survivorts location, and then gave a detailed brief on the surviver's
position. Laredo 11 had Valant OLA on Charlie freq, and Sandy 9 made
contact with OLa, asking him to give a "mark-mark" as Laredo 11

made & low pass on his position. With the Sandy's in the area and
in contact with the survivor, Lsredo 11 exited the area to refuel
and Laredo 14 came on-scene. Sandy 9 began low passes on the
survivor to further pin point his locution, while Sandy 10 ortited
above to further aid in the positioning of Oka.

6. During this phase, Sandy 10 wes in contuct with King 22 coordi-
nating the neccessary issets required, and directing Laredo 16 in
a comm ssurch of an existing beeper thought to be that of Valant
0LB. Upon intially entering the are&, Sandy 10 contucted Disco
that he was over the survivor and requested a mark. Disco paint-
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ed Sandy 10 «nd was able from that peint on to vector the SaR
forces to the exact position of the survivoer. Sandy 10, thru
King 22, w«s able to up date the westher at closest bases for
RTB, «nd kept King 22 informesd of Sandy 9 «nd 10 bingo times,
which was becoming a critical factor to the operation.

7. Sandy 1 and 2 had teen launched out of Ch 89 approximately
two hours after Sandy 9 and 10, to join with Jolly 73, who was
already enroute to Point Hotel whers Jolly 57 was orbiting.
Sandy 1 and 2 procseded to the Bur area, where they were briefed
and shown the survivor's position. Sandy 9 then requested that
they rendezvous with the Jolly's at Hotel, and then escort them
back to the area.

8. The critical fuel state of Sandy 9 snd 17 required the Jettison
of most of their ordnance and their external fuel tanks to increase
their loiter time. Xing 22 advised Sundy 9 and 10 that it would take
approximately one hour to get the Jolly's refuelsd and back into

the ares., During this time, Sandy 9 briefed Valant OL4 on what he
would be expected to do during the pick-up phase. The survivor
relsyed that he had a broken leg and shoulder and would require a
P.J., which was passed to King 22. Sandy 9 coordinated with

lLaredo 11 and 16 the ordnance that he wanted put in prior to execu-
tion of the pickup. Sandy 9 and 10 briefed the holding poipt for
the Jolly's and their run in he.dings. Sandy 10 put an M=47 EP.
bomb 4t the holding point, and acknowledged the desired run in heading.

Bint P nlnaton oiler to Bheir Sstinsted Limes, cuusing misor
problems. The fast mover ordnance that Sandy 9 wanted to put in

prior to the run in as diversionary tactic was stil] on tank.

Because of the extremaly low fuel stute of Sandy 9 and 10, Sandy 9
elected to execute the plan feeling the Sandy's could cover the Jolly's
in the area he felt to Ce very permisive.

10. The Sai forces were brought up on primary VHF the Jolly's
briefed on the ingress and eg-ress route. Sandy 9 Sandy 2 were
to smoke off a small village to the south of the survivor, and

Sandy 10 and Sendy 1 wers to smoks off the vallsy to the east of the
survivor. There were no questions and the forces were brought up

on S-R [HF. Execution was on Sandy 9's smoke pass, and the run

in went as brisfed. Sandy 9 called for Valant OLa's smoke, which
took longer than expected to come up and Jolly 57 went into the
hover above the smoke. The PJ was put down and communications be~
cume very difficult. Between the PJ, Jolly 57 jnand the Sandy's.
aAfter 15 minutes of Jolly 57 in the hover, Sandy 9 and 10 were forced
to eg-gress the area as they wers well below their stated bingo fuels.

11. On-scens command was padsed to Sandy 1 and 2.

de SCUTT, 1Lt, USaF L. SHOTWELL, CaPT, USaF
Sandy ©9 Sandy 10
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The second Jolly Green was brought in for what was not a
double rescue, By this time the PJ had prepared the survi-
vor and the rescue was completed despite continued heavy fire,
Valent @A was wounded during the pickup.

(8) valent @3B never came back up on radio, Valent #hB
was not heard from throughout the SAR effort, Their fate was

(c) 0:1?30 June, Nail 37 was downed by an SA=7 just South
of Quang Tri. Da Nang Sandys provided air cover while an Army
helicopter made the rescue., The Sandys then escorted the helie-
copter to a Navy ship that had hospital facilities., Nail 37

had been wounded in the shootdown,

153. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports, '
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miles west of fire Dase Bastogne. Rescue attempts were delayed

by durkness but Sandys 07/08 (Cept Herklotz/Capt Simica) arriv-

ed on-scene at first light on 27 Jun. Nail 28 wus directing a
pick-up attempt by an ARVN ground team., After several hours

the ground team had accomplished little so it was decided to

use Army helicopters for a pick-up. Sandy 07 took on-scene con-
trol since Nail 28 was ordered to put in a fastmover strike else
where. This led to communication problems with the Army heli-
copters and ground forces. However when the choppers arrived the
Sandys vec;ored them to the survivor and then layed down smoke
and strafe to the west of the suf;ivor on known enemy positions.
As the survivor was being picked up Sandy 07 took a 12.7 hit in
the engine. The survivor was rescued with no damage to the hel-
icopters as Sandy 07 made a forced landing at Phu Bai.

On 27 Jun Valent 03/0L (F-4's) were downed by Migs west of
Hanoi. Sandy 03/04 (Lt Hukee/Capt Mazzarella) on their way to
the north orbit, received vectors to the Sar area from DISCO.
Four good chutes had been reported ani after entering the area
voice contact was established with Valent 034 and 03B. Both
survivors were pinpointed and in good physical condition. They
reported no ground fire or moveinent near them. The Sandys moved
03+/B to Delta Channel and continued trying to get voice contact
with O4A/B. After 15 minutes it was decided to concentrate on
03A/B. Valent 034 now reported voices to his north so Séhdy 03
began putting in ordnance. Valent 03B did not come back up on

voice. Now Valent OLa came up on the radio. But it was decid-

ed to concentratd on JW,SSIEQ.?;&W%:% oif E.Eef\ﬁ'apm..lyﬁ
L™ 3 wd e ¥ \ =l gt lad B
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Det 4, 3ARRGP Mistorical Input ' .p~ - 20 Jun 72
Appendix I

3ali5 in which Det 4 has partiecipatad

KISSIGH DATE SAVES
SPECTRE 22 1 Apr 15 owmbat
BAT 21 < Apr 1 combat. . |
BLUE GHOST 39 2 Apr? - b
BLUE GHOST 28 2 Apr 2 comjat -
PAVE NAIIL 2% 3 Apr 1 osmbat
VAMPIRE 46 L Apr 1 ngoe-cembst
JOLLY GREN 67 b Apr - <, B
COVEY 282 7 _.‘p:- - = ;
BEMGAL 502 9 Apr ] eambod
NUSKET 01 9 Apr 2 oomtat
CosMIC 16 20 Apr 1 combit
TAMPIRE 50 22 Apr 1 coubat
SCORPIAN 115 29 Apr & ° _
COACHMAN 22 29 Apr b combat -
RED HAWK 6 29 Apr L4 combat
ICEBAG Ok 11 May - o
CQOPHER Ot 11 May -
BOWLEG ©2 20 May 1 easbat
OWL 14 23 May - I
OYSTER 01 T Jun 1 combed = . -
LOVER 03 t Jun 2 combed - ¢
cathay airlines convair 880 15 Jun - e Ll
SPECTRRE 11 18 Jun 3 ommbab st
HORO B2  ° 18 Jun - 0w
Slﬁ!n 7' 20 Jun ! ousbed, "

¢ 02 20 Jun 1 otghed | ;e

WOLER 03 21 Jun - e 5"‘!
SALTER 04 2 Jun - ¢ X
CHAPPAKANA SKY 2k Jun ? i
CHAPPAKANA MOGN 2l Jun 1 m
LOUGGY 03 2l Jun = * R A
DOLBY 01 27 Jun - Y
TROY 04 27 Jun = o g
VALENT 03 27 Jun 1 oshbey el
VALENT 04 27 Jun ! ooubil
oY 27 30 Jun § u‘i:f;'

: DA V- £

s



LOth AR Sq Histeey 1 april - 30 June 1972

NUMBRER
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164

189
190

APPRDIX
Combat. Saws
SIRVIVR DATE
Capt Martin J, Jaccbs 9 Apr 72
Capt Willimam M, Sanks 9 ipr 72
Haj Clyde Sxdth 13 Apr 72
1Lt Zroeat S, Clark <3 Apr 72
1 Lt Jolm D, Markle 20 May 72
Capt Roger C, Locher 2 Jun 2
Cmdr Jamaes Davis 21 Jun 72
Maj Rabert Hiller 27 Jun 72
8gt Charlss D. McGrath 27 Jun '%2
Capt Lym A. Alicman 27 Jun TR
Non Combat Saves
Unknown 13 Apr 72
Lt Namy 8 Jun 72
Medical 2vacustims
Unknava 2 Apr 72
Inlmown 23 May T2
Unknown 24 Hay 72
Unknown 4 Jun T2

MISSION
Musket O1
Musket 01
Bengal %05
Cosmic 16
Bowlez 02
Cyster Q1
Mickel 102
Valent 03
Jolly Gresn 73

Valent Q4

B-3-032
Bw3-52

B-3-026
B-3-0Q42
B=3-043
8-3-050
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‘assigmment at Uill and then as he rapidly assumed his dutics

as, instructor pilot and scheduling officer. Ile has cxpunded

his interests and is the Junior Officers Council delegate to 1
the Hill Officers Open Mess. His off-duty time has been utilized
in promoting goed community relations. Ile has engaged in gucst
activities with the Ogden Chapter of the Air Force Association

and has becn invited to be guest speaker at the Rescrve Officers
Training Course banquet.

Captain Orrell's outstanding abilities, devotion to his country
and personal courage have led him to noteworthy achievement as
a rescuc helicopter pilot. While he was serving in Thailand he
was responsible for rescuing seven downed American air crewmembers.
On April 9, 1972, a Marine Pilot was shot down near Tchepone,
Laos. Rescue forces attempted to recover him for three days, but
were driven off by intense enemy fire; On the fourth day a mass
effort by the North Vietnamese diverted much of the air power
which had been supporting the attempted Tescue. Hope seemed to
be dwindling for the Marine Pilot now in his fourth day on the
ground in enemy held territory. Due to the intense enemy activity
and the lack of air cover, the odds against a successful rescue
effort were very high, therefore, the choice of making an attempt
was left up to the helicopter aircrew. Captain Orrell commanding
2an all volunteer aircrew took the challenge and with limited air
power support against seemingly insurmountable odds mancuvered his
helicopter over the survivor and recovered the downed marine pilot
on the 13th of April 1872. On June 27, 1972, two Air Force
Phantom Jets were downed in an engagement with MIG aircraft deep
‘inside North Vietnam. Captain Orrell again commanding a volunteer
crew piloted his helicopter to within 50 miles of Hanoi and al-
& though faced with an impending engine failure and intense enemy
#ground fire, maneuvered his helicopter over unfamiliar terrain to
s:virtually rescue this Air Force pilot out of the hands of the enemy.
gTo illustrate how close this pilot was to capture, while he was
2 being recovered, his flying partner was captured only several
hundred yards away.

q nuisn gL.g ase

In a daring rescue in the Ashau Valley, Capt Orrell flew his heli-
copter behind a smoke screen to recover a downed Navy Pilot. He
accounted for 4 other American air crewmembers being rescued in
less spectacular missions during his remarkable combat tour of
duty in Southecast Asia. All of his missions did not result in
rescues, however, even though they were no less dangerous. Capt
Orrell piloted the first Night Recovery System mission attempted
in North Vietnam. Although this mission was not successful, it was
flown under the constant threat of MIGs, surface to air missiles
and the hazards of night low level flying in enemy territory.



Just 25 days later, on the 27th of June 1972, Captaln tovall agaln flew into
North Vietnam to save two American alrcrewmen from certain death or capture.
Two U. 3. fighters had been shot down while flylng cover for a rescue force and
one of the pilots had been severely injured upon ejection from his aireraft. He
waa lying helpleas on the ground, unable to move. The enemy had sent armed
search parties to hunt for the four downed airmen and had captured two of the
Amesricans when the rescue force arrived.

Captain Stovall waa the aircraft commander of the back-up helicopter, to be
used If any of the rescue force went down. The first hellcoptor came Into &
hover ard lowered a pararescuemsan, a trained medic, to the ground to assist
the injured pilot. The hovering helicopter Immediately came under a withering
fire from seversl directions, recelving oxtensive battle damage. The crew was
foreed to sheer the rescue hoist cable and leave the srea. Captain Sovall then
mads the declalon to attempt the pick up (knowing that his alrcraft and crew would
surely be hit by enemy fire). The alternative was to abandon the pararescueman
acd pllot. Without hesitation, he made a dash Into the area and mansuvered his
"Jolly Green Giant'' helicopter In position to give his own gunners an opportunity
to retura the enemy's fire. They were able to silence all enemy fire except that
which was being directed at the cockpit and open door through which the two
airmen woculd enter. Captain Stovall held the hellcopter in a hover above the
183-foot jungle trees for 12 minutes while the two airmen were holsted aboard.
During this time the aircraf took mimercus hits just behind Captain Stovall's
zoat, within cne foot of his head. Yet he held the big helicopter motionleas
while the two men were threaded up through the jungle tree canopy. Captain
Stovzll then floew his damaged helicopter to safety.

In addition to flyinz on every all-volunteer mission, Captain Stovall also
Esld the position of assistant operations officer of his unit. In this position he
devoloped the detalled plans for rescue missions that sometimes Involved as -
mory as 180 alrerafl, '

Ceptoln Stovall displaeyed the leadershlp, bravery, and determination that
placad him (n that spocial group of pilots that truly believe in the motto of the
Aecrocpace Reescus axd Recovery Service, "Thot Cihoers May Live.”



