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survivor. A US Army helicopter made the pickup the neocb morn-

ing. One Sandy received light damage from ground fire. 

151 
COVE/ 878  

(C) On 26 June, Covey 87 sustained a hit from an SA-7 

while flying near Quang Tri o  Though the aircraft was flyable, 

damage precluded a normal landing. Bravo's. chute had been 

burned after the hit and he could not bail  out. Alpha could 

have bailed cab, but then Bravo would have surely died since 

Bravo was not a pilot. Despite repeated warnings from an ac-

companying Nail, the pilot elected to ditch the aircraft so 

that Bravo might at least have a chance to live. The aircraft 

was ditched, but nosed over and flipped. Bravo did live, Alpha 

died, Bravo was picked up by a Marine helicopter. 

152 
VALENT 03A - VALENT gspt  

(S) On 27 June, Valent 03 and 04 (F-4 Rig Caps) were shot 

down by Rigs 80 miles West of Hanoi. Four good chutes were 

sighted by Laredo 11, a fast FAG in the area. With the Mig Cap 

lost the Sans and Jolly Greens that were in SLR orbit were 

ordered from the area.until more assets could be brought up. 

Laredo 11, a fast FAG in the area, was in radio contact with 

Val ant 08 Alpha and Bravo. 

151. 23rd TABS Historical Data Reports. 
152. 1st SC6 Historical Data Reports and SARCO report 

for Valent 03A and 04A, 27 Jun 72, (Doc 39). For Valent 03Als 

i C/ossifedbY 

story, see "Evasion and Recovery of Valent 03k," Air Intelli  Review,  (SAW), PAMLIR 11-72 2  27 Jun 72° 
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(S) King later released the SAR forces to go back into 

the area with Disco giving vectors. Laredo 11 marked the po-

sitions of Alpha and Bravo while the Sandys contacted them on 

radio. No ground fire was observed but Alpha reported voices 

to the North of his position* With the positions of Alpha 

and Bravo pinpointed, ordnance was put in North of Alpha. Dur-

ing this time Valent 04A came up on radio but contact with 

Valent 03B could not be reestablished. The force decided to 

concentrate on Valent 03A before he too was lost. A J023,Y 

Green was brought in and Valent 03A quickly rescued. The Jolly 

Green then went over to Valent 03Bts chute and hovered, but 

Bravo was neither seen nor heard on radio. The Jolly Green 

had to depart the area for refueling *  

(S) Valent 04A reported that he had a broken shoulder 

and leg and would need aid. By this time the Sandyst fuel 

state was critical so they RTBed. Four more Sandys immediately 

replaced them. The rescue attempt for Valent 014A had to be de-

layed while the Jolly Green refueled. In the meantime, fast 

movers and Sandys worked on enemy activity in the area. After 

a smoke screen was laid down a Jolly Green put down a PJ to 

aid the injured survivor. While in the hover the helicopter 

began taking heavy ground fire and was forced to climb out* 

The source of the fire was struck again, this time with BLU-52 0  
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The second Jolly Green was brought in for what was not a 

double rescue. By this time the PJ had prepared the survi-

vor and the rescue was completed despite continued heavy fire. 

Valent 04A was wounded during the pickup. 

(S) Valent 03B never came back up an radio. Valent 04B 

was not heard from throughout the SAR effort. Their fate was 

unknown. 

NAM 37153  , 

(C) On '30 June, Nail 37 was dawned by an SA-7 just South 

of Quang Tn. Da Nang Sans provided air cover while an Army 

helicopter made the rescue. The Sandys then escorted the heli-

copter to a Navy Ship that had hospital facilities. Nall 37 

had been wounded in the shootdown. 

153. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports. 
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miles Nest of fire base Bastogne. Rescue attempts were delayed 

by durkness but Sandys 07/08 (Capt Herklotz/Capt Simica) arriv-

ed on-scene at first light on 27 Jun. Nail 28 was directing a 

pick-up attempt by an ARVN ground team. After several hours 

the ground team had accomplished little so it was decided to 

use Army helicopters for a pick-up. Sandy 07 took on-scene con-

trol since Nail 28 was ordered to put in a fastmover strike else 

where. This led to communication problems with the Army heli-

copters and ground forces. However when the choppers arrived the 

Sandys vectored them to the survivor and then layed down smoke 

and strafe to the west of the survivor on known enemy positions. 

As th'e survivor was being picked up Sandy 07 took a 12.7 hit in 

the engine. The survivor was rescued with no damage to the hel-

icopters as Sandy 07 made a forced landing at Phu Bal. 

On 27  Jun Valent  03/4  (F-4 , $)  were downed by Migs west of 

Hanoi. Sandy 03/04 (Lt Hukee/Capt Mazzarella) on their way to 

the north orbit, received vectors to the Sar area from DISCO. 

Four good chutes had been reported and after entering the area 

voice contact was established with Valent 03A and 03B. Both 

survivors were pinpointe and in good physical condition. They 

reported no ground fire or movement near them. The Sandys moved 

034L/S to Delta Channel and continued trying to get voice contact 

with 04A/B. After 15 minutes it was decided to concentrate on 

03A/B. Valent 03A now rer,orted voices to his north so Sandy 03 

began putting in ordnance. Valent 03B did not come back up on 

voice. Now Valent C4A came up on the radio. But it was decid-

ed to concentraton 3 e.44e;fi77 1,7weitl . off the radio. The 
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Sandys vectored o y Green 52 to 03A who was immediately res-

cued. Then JO 52 was vectored to 03B postion. The Jolly Green 

hovered over 03B chute for 3-4 minutes without contact and them 

left the area. Laredo 11 (Fast FAC) took on-scene command as 

the Sandys and Jollys departed the area. Sandy 09/10 arrived on-

scene and located 04A. He had a broken leg and shoulder and would 

require a PJ. Sandy 01/02 joined 09/10 in the SAR area but an in-

mediate pick-up was delayed waiting for the Jolly Greens to be 

refueled. When the Jollys got to the area the Sandys put down 

a smoke screen and the Jolly came in and put a PJ domanothile 

the PJ prepared the injured survivor the hovering Jolly Green 

began to take heavy ground fire. The Sandys immediately attack-

ed the sources of enemy fire and directed a BL1J-52 strike on the 

same enemy forces. The first JO took battle damage and was re-

placed by the high JO. The second JO finally made the rescue 

despite continued heavy ground fire. The valent 04,t was wounded 

during the pick-up. 

On 30 Jun Sandys 07/08 were scrambled from Da Nang for Nail 

37A (0V-10). The Nail was downed by a SA-7 south of ivang Tn. 

The rescue was made by hrmy helicopters while the Sandys provid-

ed air cover and directed the rescue helicopter to a Navy ship 

with a hospital for a wounded crewmember. 

During Jun most A-1 resources were devoted to the many search 

and rescue missions and few strike sorties were flown. Bad weather 

also helped to decrease the r , Taber of strike sorties during June. 
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Sgt. McGrath wins AF Cross 
HICKAM AFB, Hawaii— An 

Air Force pararescueman assigned to 
the 6594th Test Group here has been 
awarded the Air Force Cross for con-
spicuous heroism in combat. 

Sgt. Charles D. McGrath was 
presented the Air Force's second 
highest medal for his heroism against 
hostile forces while rescuing the 
downed pilot of an Air Force F-4 jet 
aircraft. 

Sergeant McGrath was lowered 

Harmon International Trophy 

by cable from a hovering Air Rescue 
helicopter to, retrieve the injured 
pilot. 

After locating the injured man, 
he carried him, amid intense enemy 
ground fire, to a clearing in a bam-
boo forest. Sergeant McGrath 
shielded the injured pilot with his 
own body as they were hoisted 
aboard the rescue helicopter. While 
suspended beneath the helicopter, the 
injured pilot was wounded by enemy 
fire, as well as a pararescueman who  

was assisting the men from the door 
of the helicopter. 

Once inside the rescue heli-
copter, Sergeant McGrath rendered 
life-sustaining medical treatment to 
the pilot and the wounded para-
rescueman during the flight back to a 
base in Thailand. 

The commander-in-chief of the 
Pacific Air Forces, (PACAF) Gen. 
Lucius D. Clay, Jr., awarded 
Sergeant McGrath the heroism 
medal in ceremonies held here. 

Longest flight earns nomination 
Twelve 57th Air Rescue and 

Recovery Squadron crewmembers, 
who last year established a world's 
record for the longest unrefueled 
flight nonstop by turbo-prop aircraft, 
recently were nominated for the 1973 

Darmon International Trophy . . 
viator Category). 

The historic flight covered a 
distance of 8,790.5 miles from 

Ching Chuan Kuan AB, Taiwan, to 
Scott AFB, Ill. Thus they eclipsed the 
old record of 6,842.5 miles set by a 
U.S. Navy Lockheed P-3 Orion air-
craft which flew from Atsugi, Japan, 
to Patuxent River, Md., in January  

1971. 
The Harmon International 

Trophy, a symbolic bronze statue, in-
cludes four awards—one for aviator, 
one for astronaut, one for aviatrix 
and one for spherical ballonist 

The award is given annually for 
the "most outstanding international 
achievement in the art/science of 
aeronautics for the preceding year, 
with the art of flying receiving first 
consideration," 

Selection for the award is made 
by the Harmon Selection Committee 
and is awarded by the trustees of the 

Clifford Harmon Trust Fund. 
Those included in the award 

winning flight are: Lt. Col. Edgar L. 
Allison, aircraft commander; Maj. 
Anthony V. Liparulo, pilot; Maj. 
Kenneth S. Wayne, flight surgeon; 
Capt. Carl E. Bennett, navigator; 
Capt. David E. Gardner, pilot, Capt. 
Richard E. Racette, pilot; TSgt. 
Robert K. Landry, crew chief; TSgt. 
Morelle E. Larouche, flight engineer; 
TSgt. William F. Litton, flight en-
gineer; TSgt. Theodore F. Trainer, 
loadmaster; SSgt. Pat E. Carrothers, 
radio operator and SSgt. William L. 
Hippert, radio operator. 

Former Jolly pilot 
Wins Valor Award 

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — A 
former HH-3 Jolly Green Giant com-
mander, Lt. Col. Joseph F. Mudd, 
was presented the 1971 Aviators' 
Valor Award by the American Legion 
in New York recently. 

Now a member of the 22nd 
Bomb Wing, March AFB, Calif., 
Colonel Mudd won the award for ac-
tions as commander of a Jolly Green 
Giant in rescuing a survivor of a 

...clowned Air Force A-1 Skyraider in 
1:ietnam March 6, 1971. 

During the action, one of the two 
Skyraiders which were assisting him 
in rescuing survivors from a downed 
Army UH-1 was hit by enemy forces. 

Within seconds Colonel Mudd placed 
his Jolly Green in a high-speed 
descent to a position over the pilot 
and hoisted him to safety. 

According to the citation ac-
companying the Aviators' Award, 
Colonel Mudd, "without benefit of 
prior reconnaissance, escort, or 
groundfire suppression, rescued a 
U.S. Air Force pilot from certain 
death or capture by a hostile armed 
force." 

A 1954 graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy with 120 combat 
missions, Colonel Mudd was born in 
Detroit. 

34,000 awards for 

ARRS since 1965 

Between Jan. 1, 1965 and Dec. 
31, 1972, the Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Service was lauded 
by approximately 34,000 awards 
and decorations. Not included are 
those citations which are still 
pending. Included in the list were 
four Presidential Unit Citations, 
five Vietnamese Crosses for 
Gallantry with Palms and five Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Awards. 

Individual decorations in-
cluded: one Medal of Honor, 38 
Air Force Crosses, over 600 Silver 
Stars and more than 6,000 Dis-
tinguished Flying Crosses. 



Just 25 days later, on the 27th of June 1972, Captain -tovall again flew into 
North Vietnam to save two American aircrewmen from certain death or capture. 
Two U. S. fighters had been shot down while flying cover for a rescue force and 
one of the pilots had been severely injured upon ejection from his aircraft. He 
was lying helpless on the ground, unable to move. The enemy had sent armed 
.ecarch pexties to hunt for the four downed airmen and had captured two of the 
Americans when the rescue force arrived. 

Captain Stovall was the aircraft commander of the back-up helicopter, to be 
used If any of the rescue force went down. The first helicopter came into a 
hover and lowered a pararescneman, a trained medic, to the ground to assist 
the injured pilot. The hovering helicopter immediately came under a withering 
fire from several directions, receiving tedensive battle damage. The crew was 
forced to sheer the rescue hoist cable and leave the area. Captain %oval' then 
rande the decieton to attempt the pick up (knowing that his aircraft and crew would 
surely be hit by enemy fire). The alternative was to abandon the ir-rarescuernan 
and pilot. Without heeitation. he made a dash into the area and maneuvered his 
"Jolly Green Giant" helicopter In position to give his own gunners an opportunity 
to return the enemy's fire. They were able to silence all enemy fire except that 
which was being directed at the cockpit and on door through which the two 
airmen would enter. Captain Stovall held the helicopter in a hover above the 
1C3-fcot jte ,•le trees for 12 minutes while the two airmen were hoisted aboard. 
Drir this time the aircraft took numerous hits just behind Captain %avail's 
aeat, within one foot of his heed. Yet he held the big helicopter motionless 
while the two men were threaded up through the jungle tree canopy. Captain 
Stovall thon flow his deened helicopter to safety. 

In addition to flyit= on every all-volunteer mission, Captain Stovall also 
held the position of a.esistant operations officer of his unit. In this position he 
developed the detailed pLans for rescue missions that aometimes involved an 
tr_o_c7 as ico aircraft. 

Cee...tnin Stovall dieplayed the leadership, bravery, and determination that 
pl..aced him in that sicial greap of pilots that truly believe in the motto of the 
Acrocl=ce Re acne and Recovery Service, "That Others May Live." 

3 
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'assignment at Hill and then as he rapidly assumed his duties 
US. instructor pilot and scheduling officer. He has expanded 
his interests and is the Junior Officers Council delegate to 
the Hill Officers Open Mess. His off-duty time has been utilized 
in promoting good community relations. He has engaged in guest 
activities with the Ogden Chapter of the Air Force Association 
and has been invited to be guest speaker at the Reserve Officers 
Training Course banquet. 

2. Captain Orrell's outstanding abilities, devotion to his country 
and personal courage have led him to noteworthy achievement as 
a rescue helicopter pilot. While he was serving in Thailand he 
was responsible for rescuing seven downed American air crewmembers. 
On April 9, 1972, a Marine Pilot was shot down near Tchepone, 
Laos. Rescue forces attempted to recover him for three days, but 
were driven off by intense enemy fire. On the fourth day a mass 
effort by the North Vietnamese diverted much of the air power 
which had been supporting the attempted Tescue. Hope seemed to 
be dwindling for the Marine Pilot now in his fourth day on the 
ground in enemy held territory. Due to the intense enemy activitjr 
and the lack of air cover, the odds against a successful rescue 
effort were very high, therefore, the choice of making an attempt 
was left up to the helicopter aircrew. Captain Orrell commanding 
an all volunteer aircrew took the challenge and with limited air 

%power support against seemingly insurmountable odds maneuvered his 
4/ he1icopter over the survivor and recovered the downed marine pilot 
on the 13th of April 1972. On June 27, 1972, two Air Force 

c  Phantom Jets were downed in an engagement with MIG aircraft deep 
(g.inside North Vietnam. Captain Orrell again commanding a volunteer 
'g.crew piloted his helicopter to within 50 miles of Hanoi and al- 
uthough faced with an impending engine failure and intense enemy 
x-ground fire, maneuvered his helicopter over unfatiliar terrain to 
virtually rescue this Air Force pilot out of the hands of the enemy. 

crTo illustrate how close this pilot was to capture, while he was 
?being recovered, his flying partner was captured only several 
hundred yards away. 

In a daring rescue in the Ashau Valley, Capt Orrell flew his heli-
copter behind a smoke screen to recover a downed Navy Pilot. He 
accounted- for 4 other American air crewmembers being rescued in 
less spectacular missions during his remarkable combat tour of 
duty in Southeast Asia. All of his missions did not result in 
rescues, however, even though they were no less dangerous. Capt 
Orrell piloted the first Night Recovery System mission attempted 
in North Vietnam. Although this mission was not successful, it was 
flown under the constant threat of MIGs, surface to air missiles 
and the hazards of night low level flying in enemy territory. 
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27 June 1972 

DUKjECT: Sandy 9 wid IC (Valant C4A SAh) 

I. At 1320 LCL Sandy 9 and 16 ,  were launched by the Sarco with in-
structions to rendezvous with Sandy 3 and 4 and the Joily's at 
Point Foxtrot. The SAR forces had teen holding at Point Hotel, 
but had been directed y King 22 to exit the imm2diate area after 
Valant 03 and 1)4, Snit cap for the forces, had been shot down by 

2. Sandy 9 and 10 contacted King 22 on VHF for further ilformation 
on the status of the forces and instructions. They were directed 
to proceed to the 020/70 off of squid, and contact the fast Fac, 
Laredo 11, that was in cmta.ct with Valant 04A. 

3. Tnroute to the Sar are 	So.nd• 9 
nauigation, having no reoring 49% 
an airborne ('CI. Disco was later 
Sandy 1 and 2 and Jolly 57 and 73 as 
and returned to the 6Aa area. 

and 10 were aided in their 
to assist them, by Disco, 
rumental in vectoring 

they joined up at Point Hotel, 

4. Proceeding to the area, which was basically northeast of Sam Nuea, 
Sandy 9 and 10 contacted Sandy 3 and 4 on VHF and were hriefed on 
the present situation of the SAR. At that time, Sandy 3 and 4 were 
4Th to Ch 89 after sud'essfuliy completing the pick Ap on Valiant 
03. They had been in contact with Valant 0218, but had lost radio 
contact just 71-dsor to the pickup phase. They also had had one 
transmission from Valdnt 04X, and a Peeper in the area. 

5. Just prior to entering the area, Sandy 9 and le contacted 
Laredo 11 and were brinftd on the area of the survivor, movers, 
groundfire, etc. Laredo 11 began giving the Sandy's UHF hold 
downs for ,DF cuts, and describing the surrounding area. Laredo 
11 then put a W.P. rocket down as a marker some distance from the 
survivor, the Dandy's got a visual on his mark, and proceeded to the 
point. Once there, Lando 11 visu-ily guid2d Sandy 9 and 10 to the 
survivor's locutisn, and then gave a detailed brief on the survivor's 
position. Laredo 11 had Valdnt MIA on Charlie freq, and Sandy 9 made 
contact with raA, aski2g him to give d "mark-mark" as Laredo 11 
mode a low pass on his position. With the Sandy's in the area and 
in contact with the survivor, Laredo 11 exited the area to refuel 
and Laredo 16 came on-scAne. Sandy 9 began low passes on the 
survivor to further pin point his location, while Sandy In or! ited 
above to further aid in the positioning of 04A. 

6. thring this phase, Sandy 1S was in contact with King 22 csordi-
nating the neccessary aSSCt5 required, and directing Laredo 16 in 
a corm se.rch of an existing beeper thought to be that of Valant 
SKS. Upon intially entering the area, Sandy 10 contacted Disco 
that he wds over the survivor and requested a mark. Disco paint- 

5t'sd. 
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ed Sandy 10 and vos able from that point on to vector the SAR 
forces to the exact position of the survivor. Sandy IC, thru 
King 22, w-s able to up date the we.ther at closest bases for 
RTE, and kept King 22 informed of Sandy 9 and 10 bingo times, 
which wa: becoming a critical factor to the operation. 

7. Sandy 1 and 2 had .c.en launched out of Ch P9 approximately 
two hours after Sandy 9 and 10, to join with Jolly 73, who was 
already enxnute to Point Hotel where Jolly 57 was orbiting. 
Sandy 1 and 2 proceed d to the Bar area, where they were briefed 
and shown the survivor's tosition. Sandy 9 then requested that 
they rendezvous with the JollyLs at Hotel, and then escort them 
back to the area. 

P. The critical fuel state of Sandy 9 and 1 ,  required the Jettison 
of most of their ordnance and their external fuel tanks to increase 
their loiter time. King 22 advised Sandy 9 and 10 that it would take 
approximately one hour to get the Jolly's refueled and back into 
the area. During this time, Sandy 9 briefed Valant 04A on what he 
would 1v expected to do during the pick-up phase. The survivor 
relayed that he had a broken leg and shoulder and would require a 
P.J., which was passed to King 22. Sandy 9 coordinated with 
Laredo 11 and 16 the ordnance that he wanted put in prior to execu-
tion of the pickup. Sandy 9 and 10 briefed the holding poidt for 
the Jolly's and their run in he-dings. Sandy 10 put an 14-47 LIP. 
bomb at the holding point, and acknowledged the desired run in heading. 

9. Sandy 1 and 2 escorting Jolly 57 and 73 arrived at the holding 
point 15 minutes prior to their estimated times, causing minor 
problems. The fast mover ordnance that Sandy 9 wanted to put in 
prior to the run in as diversionary tactic was still on tank. 
Because of the extremely low fuel state of Sandy 9 and 10, Sandy 9 
elected to execute the plan feeling the Sandy's could cover the Jolly's 
in the area he felt to le very permisive. 

10. The St forces were Lrought up on primary VHF anaithe Jolly's 
briefed on the ingress and eg-resL route. Sandy 9 and Sandy 2 were 
to smoke off a small village to the south of the survivor, and 
Sandy 10 and Sandy 1 were to smoke off the valley to the east of the 
survivor. There were no questions and the forces were brought up 
on SR UHF. Execution was on Sandy 9 0 s smoke pass, and the run 
in went as briefed. Sandy 9 called for Valant 04A's smoke, which 
took longer than expected to come up and Jolly 57 went into the 
hover above the smoke. The PJ was put down and communications be-
came very difficult. Between the RI, Jolly 57 4.nand the Sandy's. 
After 15 minutes of Jolly 57 in the hover, Sandy 9 and 10 were forced \-W 
to eg-grese the area as they were well below their stated bingo fuels. — 

II. On-scene command was padend to Sandy 1 and 2. 	, 
\ 

A. SCUTT, 1Lt, U3AP 	 L. SHOT L, CAFT, USAF 
Sandy 09 	 Sandy 10 
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AFP MTh 

Combat Sale 

NUMBASI STRVTiral DATE nmioN 
1 55 Capt Martin J. Jacobs 9 Ayr 72 Musket 01 

156 Capt !fill ian y 	Banks 9 Apr 72 Muaket 01  

157 Maj Clyde Smith 13 Apr  72  Bengal. 535 

158 1 Lt ■1-neet S. Clark 23 Apr 72 Cosmic 16 

159 1 Lt Jotr D. Markle 20 May 72 Bowleg 02 

160 Capt Roger C. Locher 2 Jun 72 Oyster 0 1  

161 Omar Janne Davis 21 Jun 72 Nickel 102 

162 Maj &tart Hiller 27 Jun 72 Palma 03 

163 SSgt Charles D. McGrath 27 Jun 72 Jolly Green 73 

164 Capt Lyna A. Alban 27 Jun 72 Valent 04 

Non Combat Saves 

1 89 Li NC Obal 13 Am 72 3-3-032 

190 Lt Newly 	 8 Jun 72 

Medical Thtcuat icn a 

13-3-52 

25 Unica:am 2 Apr 72 3-3-026 

26 Lta/marn 23 May 72 3-3-042 

27 UnIcnowd 24 Mv 72 3-3-0143 

23 Unimavn 4 Jun 72 B-050 
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DATE TIME GROUP: 048200Z 

FROM: 7AF TAN SON HNUT 

TO: 40 ARRSQ 

UNCLAS/CC 
FOR CAPTAIN STOVALL AND CREW, 
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIV1L ?ROM SECRETARY OF THE 
AIR FORCE IS RETRANSMITTED: QUOTE 
FOR GENLRAL VT 17 :1CM SECRETARY E2AYANS 
?LEASE COXTEY MY rEasoN;J, COGPATULATIONS TO TEE SEATLH AND RESCUE 
FORCE, AND ESPECIA= TO CAPTA7::DL SPOV.LrT AN 	F"'":"-...rER 
CRY,W, FOR THEIR SUCCESSFUL RESCUE OF CAPTAIi ROGER LOCHER N 7AR "rz:N 
SAY, NVN, SUCH ACTIONS EXEMPLIFY TEE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE USAF 
"NUOTE, ONCE AGAIN, ACGEPT MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU. 

.OFT W. VOGT, GENERAL, USAF 
BT 
P9822 
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BAT 21 	 2 Apr 	 1 oembelk. 
BLUE GHOST 39 - 
BLUE GHOST 28 	

2 Apr 
2 Apr 	 2 eadMit.  

PAVE NAIL 34 	 3 Apr 	 1 ambet 
VAMPIRE 46 	 4 Apr 	 1 n000nabst 
JOLLY GREN 67 	 6 Apr 	 - 	. • • 
COVET 282 	 7 Apr 	 - 
BENGAL 502 	 9 Apr 	 1 Nast  

2 NNW, MUM= 01 	 9 Apr 
COSMIC 16 	 20 Apr 	 1 eamblA 
7AMPIRZ 50 	 22 Apr 	 1 combat 
SCORPILN 115 	 29 Apr 	 . 
COACHMAN 22 	 29 Apr 
RED HAW 6 	 29 Apr 	

4 cosbat 
4 	t 

10,840 04 	 11 May 	
closika. 

:1' -sosibit 
00PRER 01 	 11 May 
BOWLEG 02 	 20 May 
OWL 14 	 23 May 	 - 

comibak:: OYSTER 01 	 1 Jun 	 1 
LOVER 03 	 1 Jun 	 2 ogibik- 

13 Jun RITAOT 	 - 
cathsy airlines convair 880 15 Jun 
SPECT 	 18 Jun RE 11 	 iialitit-' 
HOBO -A2 	* 	 18 Jun 	 . 	. 
SAMET 7 	 20 Jun 	 1 osslek 
MICUL 102 	 20 Jun 	 t 400001 
=LW 03 	 21 Jun 	 . 
SALTCR 04 	 24 Jun 	 . 
4HAPPAIAMA Sia 	 24 Jun 	 1  
CHAPPALAWA WO 	 24 Jun 	 1 	., 
LOWY 0, 	 24 Jun 	 . 
LAREDO 17 	 25 Jun 	 . 
DOLBY 01 . 
Tliff:04 	

27 Jun 
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TALES? 03 	
27 Jun 
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Scott AFB, Ill. 62225 	 March 1973 

ARRS pilot awarded AF Cross 
SCOTT AFB, Ill. — An Air Force rescue helicopter 

pilot from here was presented recently three military 
decorations for action in Southeast Asia, including the 
Air Force Cross, the nation's second highest military 
award. 

Capt. Dale E. Stovall, now assigned to the ARRS 
headquarters at Scott, was presented the Air Force Cross, 
his second er Star and the Air Medal by Gen. Paul K. 
-;arlton, ommander, Military Airlift Command, also 
with he dquarters at Scott. 

Captain Stovall was presented the Air Force Cross 
for the successful rescue of a downed American airman 
deep in hostile territory. As an HH-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter pilot, Captain Stovall volunteered for a 
second attempt after the first day's efforts were thwarted 
by hostile aircraft and missiles. Determined to save the F-
4 Phantom crewmember, he willingly returned to the 
highly defended area, braving intense ground fire, and 
successfully recovered the airman. Captain Stovall 
received the first oak leaf cluster to the Silver Star for a 
similar attempt to recover another F-4 crewmember. 

13 selected for 	lone! 
A total of 13 selectees have been named to the ARRS 

colonel promotion list in the secondary and primary 
zones. 

Those selected in the primary zone were: Clifford E. 
Brandon, 41st ARRWg.; Richard F. Burdett, 1550th 
ATTWg.; Robert T. Dobson, HQ AIMS; Morgan A. 
Downing, 41st ARRWg.; Ned G. Duffield, 41st ARRWg.; 
Donald R. Gibson, 40th ARRWg.; William D. Hosking, 
Hq ARRS; and Billy R. McGee, 41st ARRWg. 

Those selected in the secondary zone were: Nel. L. 
Cagle, 41st ARRWg.; Alton H. Deviney, 41st ARRWg.; 
Frederic H. Donuhue, 39th ARRWg.; Paul Gerblick, 39th 
ARRWg.; and George H. Gibson Jr., 1550th ATTWg. 

During the attempt,  a  PJ was lowered to the ground on a 
cable and a hoist from a hovering helicopter to assist the 
injured survivor. Intense ground fire disabled the hoist, 
forcing the helicopter pilot to cut the cable and move 
away, leaving both the survivor and the PJ on the 
ground. Captain Stovall, piloting a second Jolly Green, 
immediately recovered both men wounded from the 
enemy ground fire. 

Captain Stovall received the Air Medal for recover-
ing eight out of the fifteen AC-130 gunship crewmembers 
who went down in Southern Laos. Captain Stovall and 
his crew made the successful rescue in a 14. ;_rainate_ 

Brig. Gen. Glenn R. Sullivan, new ARRS commander. 
(see page 4) 



  

Sgt. Charles D. McGrath 

 

Pararescueman Sgt. Charles D. 
McGrath with the 40th ARRS was 

lowered from HH-53 Super Jolly Green 
73 on June 27, 1972, to rescue a badly 

wounded F-4 pilot downed in North 
Vietnam. He dragged the pilot through 

thick brush to the recovery site, but the 
helicopter was hit by hostile fire and 

lost its hoist, leaving the two men 
stranded. When another rescue 

chopper arrived, McGrath got the 
wounded pilot ready and rode up the 

hoist with him amid gunfire. Once 
safely inside. McGrath treated both the 
F-4 pilot and another PJ whose leg had 

been shattered by the gunfire. 



talks rescue 
ed in 1960 and it put pararescue into 
r recovery. 
jumped in an ocean rescue, you didn't 

capability was very limited because of 
exposure suits and training. Actual-
bility up to 1960 was almost nil. Very 
ccomplished then. We tried to 'et the 
p to help himself rather than have air 

pushed the lifeboat out the 	door? 
recovery program in NASA was intro-
ed to come up with a prototype method 
r . recovery. Rescue initiated the org-
ility in 1960 to support the Mercury 
ap with designed equipment and proce-
, we had some of the old troops in the 
7e 'used to the maximum of their 
with this capability. We finally sol-
lipment and put it into standard Air 

our early career. What was your first 
rscue school? 
le pararescue training in 1948, my 
.s Goose Bay, Labrador: 
.ctic jumping? 
, f para-dogs, Arctic recovery missions 
and we jumped in crashes, if somebody 
1 mountains, we'd go back with the 
p because in the Arctic, if you don't 
won't last long. Jumping into the 

le question. The year 1949 was when T 
dcopter up the-e. 
,er the first rescue mission? 
h up in either Dakota or Canada. Reg-
ime was not necessarily just pare-
d go out and pick up people by any 
e, the young boy at Goose Bay that 
icide -- I think that was the most 
made because I got there in time to 
f the cold water. 
er a rescue like that? , 	- 
Really, it's real nice because it's 

think that's really what makes rescue 

me way after your last rescue as you 
y first one? 
ense of accamnliehment, a purpose. You 
ing interest in this work. 	This is 
S you together. It's like going into 

to Captain Ames were: Capt. Michael F. 
Schmidt, Copilot; Staff Sergeants David 
C. Newman, and Michael J. Kondask, fire-
fighters; and Sgt. Larry Johnson, m ed-
ical technician. 

11 returns to states 
after 50 months In SEA 
After 50 months, three Distinguished 

Flying Crosses and 22 Air Medals, SSEt. 
Charles D. Morrow, a pararescueman (Pj) 
with the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron, is leaving Southeast 
Asia for a tour in the states. 

The sergeant is a veteran of more 
than 1,")00 combat hours. In all, Ser-
geant Morrow has 1,500 flying hburs in 
the H-3, HH-53 and C-130 aircraft. 

Sergeant Morrow is credited with 
saving eight lives. He has particibated 
In 50 combat rescue missions, 14 of 
which he was Tart of the pick up crew. 

"The greatest thing about my job,' 
observed the Sergeant, "is that every 
time I've picked up a crewmember„ a 
family was united. It really does give 
a guy a fantastic feeling," he said, 

THE RESCUE FORCE IS READY 
An HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant heli-
copter of the 40th Aeroepace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron, 3rd Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group, is escorted on 
search and rescue operations over South . 
East Asia by A-1 Skyraiders. The A-15 
also provide protective fire cover in 
-hostile areas while the helicopter 
picks up downed aircrews. (USAF Photo) 
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North Vietnam by an HC-130 King 
refueling tanker. The helicopter of 
the 40th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron which was 
heavily damaged by small arms fire 
during rescue operations deep in 
enemy territory, had to refuel 
several times during the flight 
home. 

 

U.S. Air Force Photo by Set. Jim S 
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Two Phantom pilots rescued near Laos-NVN boarde 
In a search and rescue (SAR) effort that 

spanned six hours late last month two U.S. 
Air Force Phantom pilots were rescued near 
the Laos-North Vietnam border 
west-southwest of Hanoi. 

Maj. Robert C. Miller and Capt. Lynn Allen 
Allman were rescued while other two 
crewmembers aboard the F-4s were listed as 
missing in action. 

Early that morning, a SAR force had been 
dispatched to look for another downed 
airmen. But when 1st Lt. Byron Hukee, an 
A-1 Sandy escort fighter pilot, heard a MIG 
call and that two additional aircraft were 
down, he turned the SAR force toward the 
scene. 

"We made voice contact with Major Miller 
almost immediately, but were not in contact 
with the other three men. I decided to get the 
known survivor out of the area immediately," 
said Hukee, the on-scene commander. 

Hukee called in the Super Jolly Green 

Giant rescue helicopters. One chopper, 
piloted by Capt. Bennie F. Orrell, maneuvered 
over Miller, dropped the jungle penetrator 
within ten feet of the downed airman and 
hoisted him into the helicopter. 

Because his SAR force was running low on 
fuel, Hukee turned it home. Two other 
Sandys came in and began searching for the 
other airmen on the ground. 

"We came on the scene late in the day," 
explained Maj. James Harding, the on-scene 
commander for the second rescue attempt. 
"We made voice contact with the second man 
and called the Jollys into the area." 

All the time, fast movers (jet fighters) and 
Sandy pilots busied themselves by suppressing 
ground fire. "We were shooting continually 
for 45 minutes," Harding said. 

Directed by Harding, the first HH-53 went 
to where Ailcman was suspected to be. The 
crew hovered over the area, but had trouble 
pinpointing the pilot in the jungle growth. 

"When I got a glimpse of his parachute 
the side of the hill, I told the guys to put 
on the ground so I could get to him," 
Sgt. Charles McGrath, one of the two Ph 
the chopper. "I was about two feet awa 
from him before he actually saw me," the P 
said. 

While McGrath was on the ground; 
HH-53 was damaged by ground fire and 
losing its hydraulic utility power w 
operates the penetrator. 

The Super Jolly commander, Maj. Lee 
Thacker Jr., decided to jettison the cable 
he could get his aircraft away from the hea 
small arms fire it was receiving. 

When the damaged HH-53 moved ou 
Capt. Dale E. Stovall and his crew mov 
their Super Jolly in and lowered its penetrat 
to Marian and McGrath. 

"As we moved close to the helicopter, 
could see ground fire putting holes in its side 
around the door," McGrath said. 

McGrath and Aikman boarded Super Jolly 
safely and the SAR force returned home. 

 

Sgt. David Cole breaks the language barrier 
with a hotdog. 

Scatback Ops celebrates 

the Fnuorth with nrnhAnc 



by Sgt. JERRY W. KENNEDY 
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The hoist had been shot out 
of action. Nothing for the 
two men in the underbrush to 
do but watch as the Jolly 
Green left without them. 

A 1C Chuck McGrath was lone-
Sonic.. 

He wasn't alone, but he was 
lonesome. Hundreds of enemy 
troops filling the air with bullets 
weren't really much company. Nor 
could he talk to Capt. Lynn D. 
Aikman, the injured F-4 pilot he 
had come to rescue. Aikman was 
hurting badly. Besides, chatter 
might give their position away. 

The going had been rough on this 
rescue from the start, but Parares-
cueman McGrath almost had suc-
cess in his flight suit pocket. 

McGrath had signaled to the 
HH-53 rescue helicopter overhead 
to lower the penetrator. which 
would haul the two men up to 
safety. 

"We cant use the hoist!" came 
the bad news from Flight Engineer 
Sgt. George Wright. "It's frozen 
up. All the lines to the system have 
been shot out." 

Another helicopter would have 
to come for McGrath and Aikman. 
Now there was nothing to do but 
wait. And hope. 

It was June 1972, in Southeast 
Asia. The big air war was on. and 
there was a lot of business for 
Chuck McGrath  and all the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
crews based in Thailand. 

The Aikman rescue mission had 
begun with the dispatch of two 
HH-53s. One of them developed 
trouble. Then the other. the bird 
McGrath was on, had a malfunc-
tion and diverted to Udorn. Prob-
lems solved, it took off again. 

.Another chopper, this one from 
Nakhon Phanorn, rendezvoused 
with them for the rescue mission. 

On the way north, the HH-53 
Super Jolly Green Giant refueled 
from King Bird, an HC-130 tanker. 

Now everything was set. The 
Jolly Greens had M-60 machine 
guns along for double duty: to back 
up the three 7.62 mini-guns, and to 
cover the flight engineer while he's 
in the door during the rescue (you 
have to pull the mini-gun out of the 
way). 

.At the initial holding point, the 
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rescue crews learned that Aikman 
was injured. Pararescueman Mc-
Grath knew that he would have to 

go down. so  he got his gear ready. 
The hoist and the penetrator used 
for pickups in the dense jungle had 
to be just right. 

Making contact was tricky. They 
kept getting false beepers. 

"The enemy was using captured 
radios. trying to lure us in." Mc-
Grath explained later. Finally, the 

A-IE Skyraiders (Sandys), who 
would supply escort cover for the 
rescue, got through to Aikman. 
Using their radio beacon direction-
finders, they made several passes 
over the area and got a pretty good 
fix on his position. 

Now it was Rescue's turn. They 
would have to pinpoint the downed 

pilot's position and go get him. 
"We knew the area was bad." 

McGrath recalls. "There were a lot 
of villages around. and you never 
knew what to expect. You'd see 
trucks along the road underneath 
the trees." 

The chopper moved in close. 
The crew still couldn't see Aikman 
on the ground. so  they asked him 
to pop his smoke. At first. the 
smoke flare was invisible in the 
jungle below. Then McGrath saw 
it at the seven o'clock position. 

They were making a tight right 
turn. "Chuck! Pick it up across the 
tail—pick it up as we go by." 

McGrath called it out again. 
Then the pilot, Maj. Leo Thacker, 
called it (the smoke) for as long as 
he could see it. As the chopper's 
tail swung around. the flight engi-
neer began canine it. 

Hovering, the rescue crew took 
a good look at the lay of the land. 
"It was a tight ravine, a small hill 
at one end, open at the other, and 
well-worn down in the middle," 
McGrath said. "Trails wound 
along the bottom of the ravine. 
Sitting smack dab where we want-
ed to go was a tree, about three feet 
in diameter and about 140 feet tall. 
It had an immense crown." 

Aikman was there. 
"I'm under my parachute, un-

derneath a big tree," he radioed. 

The men in the Super Jolly Green 
still couldn't see him. 

"I knew I Inc.! to go down and 
find him." McGrath said. He and 
his teammate re:died the penetra-
tor. You can': make it down 
through the th:nse forests of 

Southeast Asia ‘-ithout it. Mc-
Grath strapped himself to the 
penetrator and t-eean his descent. 

Earthward bound. McGrath 
spun around and around. "There 
was so much noise I don't really 
know whether they were shooting 
at me right then or not," he said. 

McGrath looked down over the 
tangle of bamboo stalks. each more 
than an inch thick. Now he could 
see what hadn't '.-zen visible from 
the copter: part V:: Aikman's para-
chute, in the bus:..:..s about 60 feet, 
away. 

McGrath crunched down into 
the primeval v.:.zetation. which 
promptly swallowed him. Upside 
down in the bamboo thicket. he 
called to the flight engineer to pull 
him back up so that he could get 
himself untangled. 

Back up through the bamboo he 
went. 

"I thought it was going to pull 
me off the seat." he recalled. "I 
was just hoping I could hold on. 
f knew the strap would hold, but 
something had to break. I won-
dered if it would be my neck!" 

The bamboo. not McGrath, fi-
nally broke. He climbed off the 
penetrator and zrawled along the 
ground. Then h.: caught his first 
glimpse of Aikman. about 10 feet 
away. • 

The pilot was sprawled on his 
back and holding his radio. All his 
gear was scattered around. Mc-
Grath told the Jolly Green crew 
where he was. 

The chopper's roar was a wel-
come sound. but along with it came 
a new problem. The rotor was 
kicking up a 70-';not wind, knock-
ing branches out ci trees. The fall-
ing limbs were x or seven inches 
thick. They mac! things miserable 
on the ground. 

"I was really worried about get-
tine hit by those limbs," McGrath  

said. "I figured the last thing we 
needed was to have two injured 

people down there." 
At last, McGrath reached Aik-

man. "His knee was so dislocated 
that it looked as if his whole leg 
had been moved up," McGrath 
said. "His right elbow was also 

injured." 
A king-size battle was still rock-

ing the area. The men on the 
ground heard the staccato chatter 
of the mini-guns. The sound of 
enemy AK-47s was distinct above 
the bedlam. 

"I could also hear the M-60 
going off. so  I figured something 
had happened to one of the mini-
guns." McGrath said. Later he 
learned that some of the first 
rounds to hit the helicopter had 
knocked out the electrical system 
that powered the left mini-gun. The 
enemy seemed to be everywhere. 
McGrath called in their position to 
one of the Skyraiders. 

"I'm coming in hot-20 mike-
mike and mini-gun," the A-1E pilot 
responded. 

The Sky raiders strafed both 
ridges close to where McGrath and 
Aikman lay. It was time to get out 
of there. More obstacles confront-
ed them. however. The flight enei-
neer couldn't get the penetrator 
down past the big tree to pick them 
up. 

McGrath had to move Aikman 
down a steep slope overgrown with 
brush. It would be painful for the 
pilot, but there was no other 
choice. McGrath dragged him 120 
feet through the dense underbrush. 

"The longer we waited, the 
worse it was going to get." Mc-
Grath said. "I knew we had to 
move then. We had to go." Mc-
Grath wasn't thinking about any-
thing but getting Aikman down to 
where they could both be picked 
up. 

"I really didn't even worry about 
getting shot." he said. "I figured 
if I'm going to get shot. then I'm 
going to get shot. If I'm not. I'm 
not." McGrath recalled. 

As McGrath got into position, he 
received word about the hoist. 
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Rotten luck. The men watched 
from the underbrush as the Jolly 
Green left without them. 

McGrath popped some smoke to 
make sure the Sandys and the other 
HH-53s knew their position. He 
didn't get much red smoke, but it 
was probably just as well. "The 
bad guys would have had a better 
target to shoot at. Fortunately, 
they weren't pinging around me. 
They were concentrating on the 
chopper." 

Within minutes, another chopper 
came in, this one a Nakhon Phan-
om bird. The penetrator lowered, 
and McGrath got Aikman ready. 

"I  got us strapped on and pulled 
on the cable to signal that we were 
ready." As they rose toward the 
rescue bird, McGrath could see the 
engineer standing in the door. It 
was SSgt. Richard Simon, "a big 
guy with a cheerful face," Mc-
Grath recalled. "I could just see 
that big head hanging out. He 
didn't budge, not a bit." 

The guns continued the heated 
exchange as McGrath and Aikman 
came level with the bottom of the 
aircraft. 

"I  could see the holes opening 
up in the side of the aircraft. Ping, 
ping, ping, right up the side," Mc-
Grath said. 

"Simon still didn't move. Final-
ly, they got us to the top and 
reached to pull us in. We almost 
got into the helicopter when all of 
a sudden we swung back out." 

Another PJ, TSgt. Dennis Reich, 
had been helping to get them 
aboard and now he was hit. Within 
seconds, however, a combat pho-
tographer, SSgt. Kelly Schuman, 
jumped to operate the hoist while 
Simon pulled McGrath and Aikman 
in. 

They had made it. But Mc-
Grath's work had only just begun. 
He unhooked and saw Reich lying 
motionless. "I pulled off his mask, 
and he opened his eyes," McGrath 
said. He noted that Reich had been 
hit in the leg and the bullet had 
shattered the bone. "I took the 
tourniquet out of the survival vest 
and put it on real quick. It was  

precautionary, because there was a 
lot of blood coming out." 

Aikman was still on the penetra-
tor on the floor and he wanted off. 
McGrath checked him over and 
gave him some water. 

Sgt. Mike Nunes, the tail gunner, 
Schuman, and McGrath put the two 
men on stretchers. 

Nunes worked on Reich and 
McGrath stayed with Aikman. 

"He [Aikman] was coherent. He 
could talk even though he was in 
shock. He didn't want anything for 
the pain. He could breathe O.K.. 
even though he had a few loose 
teeth in the back of his mouth," 
the PJ said. 

McGrath checked Aikman's leg 
wounds and put on a pressure band-
age. He also tried to apply a 
pneumatic splint, but it wouldn't 
stay inflated. An AK-47 round had 
penetrated the medical kit and gone 
through the middle of the bundle 
of splints. 

"When I checked his feet. I saw 
a little hole in his boot. It turned 
out he'd been shot right through 
the top of his foot. The bullet came 
out the bottom. He told me later 
it happened as we reached the bot-
tom of the door. I thought that was 
ironic. Here he is, with all this 
other stuff wrong with him, and 
we're sitting right together. My 
legs are behind him and his legs are 
behind me but he gets shot in the 
foot and I don't get a scratch," 
McGrath said. 

On the way home, the helicopter 
pilot, Capt. Dave Stovall. had to 
decide whether to put in at Udorn 
or fly back to Nakhon Phanom. If 
he picked Udorn. they wouldn't be 
able to fly back to NKP without 
bringing a whole mziin:_manee crew 
over to Udorn. 

"They needed the helicopters 
badly because of all the missions 
going on." McGrath said. The de-
cision was up to McGrath to make 
on the basis of Aikman's condition. 

He decided on NKP. Still, their 
troubles weren't over. They ran 
into rough weather just before they 
went in. "You can't do anything 
about the weather," McGrath said.  

"That's when we really started 
getting apprehensive. Aikman 
started slipping into shock. We got 
in O.K. and as soon as we landed 
they took him to the hospital. I 
kept checking his pulse. He came 
to pretty quick." 

For McGrath, it had been "one 
of those days that you hear about. 
but never think you'll be involved 
in." as he put it. 

"I guess I was lucky." 
By and large, Chuck McGrath 

makes his own luck. He had decid-
ed early in his Air Force career to 
become a PJ. Then during training, 
he met an attractive airman named 
Candy. They were married on May 
I and two weeks later Chuck left 
for Southeast Asia. 

He was assigned to Udorn, and 
in mid-July, Candy was sent to 
Korat, also in Thailand. Chuck 
didn't get to see her right away. He 
had been shot down on a mission 
in northern Laos, and had rolled 
down the side of a mountain in the 
crashing chopper. But he made it. 

Sergeant McGrath never 
dreamed he would receive the Air 
Force Cross for his rescue of Cap-
tain Aikman. Nor did he suspect 
that the Air Force Sergeants Asso-
ciation would choose him to re-
ceive the Pitsenbarger Heroism 
Award, the Association's highest. 
McGrath is the fourth recipient of 
the award, named for a parares-
cueman, A1C William H. Pitsen-
barger, who sacrificed his life on 
a rescue mission. 

Jonelle McGrath. born last sum-
mer, may know when she grows up 
that her daddy is a reluctant hero. 
But Chuck McGrath was doing the 
job he chose to do, saving lives. 
and he just did the best he could. 
"Your only goal is to get in and 
out in one piece—that's the only 
thing you really think about." 

SSgt. Charles D. McGrath 
claims his successes are just "the 
luck of the Irish." But men who 
were with Charles McGrath in the 
war zone know that he is a special 
kind of man; one with skill, intelli-
gence, dedication, and—O.K., 
maybe just a little bit of luck. EC). 
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Sergeant Charles D. McGrath  

Incident date: 27 June 1972 

Aircraft position: Pararescue Technician 

Place of incident: North Vietnam 

Unit: 40 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (ARRS) 

Location of unit: Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Base. Thailand 

Synopsis: On 26 and 27 June 1972, the 40 ARRS was working to 

rescue two downed F-4 crews. "Valiant 03" and "Valiant 04," from 

deep inside North Vietnam. Sergeant Charles McGrath was on 

"Jolly Green 73," an HH-53 helicopter. "Valiant 03 Aloha" had 

already been recovered. At the holding point, "Jolly 73" joined 

with "Jolly 57." "Valiant 04 Alpha" was located some 2.5 miles 

inside the North Vietnam border. It was learned at the holding 

point that "Valiant 04 Alpha" had received a broken leg, knee. 

elbow, and jaw. Sergeant McGrath prepared his equipment to go 

down on the around for the pilot. "Jolly 73" began its search 

and located the survivor. They put Sergeant McGrath on the 

ground to locate and assist the survivor, Captain Lynn A. 

Aikman. On the ground, Sergeant McGrath could see Captain 

Aikman laying on his back. When he arrived at his side he 

realized the tree beside Captain Aikman was too high and big to 

do a hoist. At this point, Sergeant McGrath dragged Captain 

Aikman 120 feet through the bushes to a safe place to perform a 

hoist. In the meantime, "Jolly 73" had taken ground fire and 

lost their hoist. They were able to climb out and recover. 

"Jolly 57" immediately came in to pick up the PJ and survivor. 

"Jolly 57" also received ground fire during the hoist. Ju:-.t 



artor to getting Captain Aikman and Sergeant P;zGrath into the 

helicopter. another P3, TSgt Dennis Reich, was hit as he was 

trying to get the men on board the aircraft. The combat 

ohotographer, SSgt Kelly S._human, helped the Flight Engineer get 

the survivors into tho aircraft. "Jolly 57" pulled out and made 

it up to Juin with "Jolly 73." "Jolly 73" had a severe fuel 

leak ann needed to refuel ASAP. "King 27," an HC-130P, answered 

the call along with "King 22." Sergeant McGrath immediately 

beaan treating TSgt Reich, who was bleeding profusely from the 

bullet wound in the leg. He applied a temporary tourniquet to 

get control of the bleeding. Another PJ took over treatment on 

TSgt Reich, while Sergeant McGrath worked on Captain Aikman. On 

physical exam of Captain Aikman, the PJ noticed a hole in the 

pilot's boot. Looking closer, Sergeant McGrath realized that 

Captain Aikman had beer shot throuah the foot during the hoist 

when they nearing the door of the aircraft. The patients were 

delivered fo definiti\,e medical care. (8:--) 

Caotair Charles D. McGrath (retired) was awarded the Air Force 

Cross for his heroism. 

See TABs J and L for reference material 
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USAF - Enlisted Air Force Cross Recipients 	 Page 1 of I 

Pararescueman Set McGrath was lowered from his helicopter on June 27, 1972, to rescue a badly 
wounded pilot downed in North Vietnam. Ile dragged the pilot to the recovery site, but the helicopter 
was hit by hostile fire, leaving the two men stranded. Using his rescue training, Sgt McGrath calmly 
directed air support to hold off the enemy until another rescue chopper arrived. When the rescue 
helicopter reached them, Set McGrath shielded the wounded pilot from enemy fire until they were 
safely inside, 

http://ta 	au.almilMuicepmelheritage/aferosslafcross.htm 	 6/8/99 
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1972 (dont) 

1 May 72 	Evacuation of Quang Tn.  The 3d ARR Group evacuated 132 persons 

from the citadel in the besieged city of Quang Tri to Da Nang, 

Vietnam. Five HH-53s of the 37th APR Squadron were used for this 

mission. No one was injured, despite the nearby presence of 

enemy forces. Staff Sergeant Robert L. LaPointe, a pararescue-

man in the first HH-53, silenced enemy snipers with a mini-gun. 

When the plane landed, Sergeant LaPointe organized the evacuees 

and maintained ground control until the second HH-53 departed. 

11 May 72 	General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, directed that the 

mission of ARAB be primarily oriented toward combat rescue 

operations. 

1 Jun- 
2 jun 72 

The 3d APR Group, augmented by A-ls and other forces, rescued 

Captain Roger C. Locher, who had lost his F-4 over North Vietnam 

on 10 May and had evaded capture for 23 days. Captain Dale E. 

Stovall, 40th APR Squadron, and his H1-53 crew successfully 

evacuated Captain Locher on 2 June. New electronic locator 

finder (ELF) equipment aided in the success of this operation. 

27 Jun 72 	Captain Stovall, 40th APR Squadron, again flew deep into North 

Vietnam to rescue two downed airmen. After another HH-53 was 

forced to withdraw from the rescue site due to enemy fire, 

Captain Stovall's crew descended and retrieved the two survivors. 

The second 1111-53 received more than 16 hits during the engage-

ment, and several personnel aboard both HH-53s were wounded. 

Later, Captain Dale E. Stovall and Staff Sergeant Charles D. 

McGrath (P ararescueman) were awarded the Air Force Cross. 

6 Oct 72 	General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, ordered a sizeable 

reduction in the number of APRS local base rescue elements and 

detachments during Fiscal Year 1973. 

Oct- 	The 71st ARR Squadron joined with elements of other agencies in 
Nov 72 	the search for House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, Congressman Nick 

Begich, and two other men, who disappeared in Alaska during a 

flight between Anchorage and Juneau. Despite a 40-day search, 

no trace was found. 

2 Dec- 	Three HC-130s and two HH-3s from the 31st ARR Squadron hoisted 
3 Dec 72 	29 Philippine sailors and one pet orangutan from lifeboats after 

their logging ship, the San Martin, sank about 500 miles cast 

northeast from the Island of Luzon. Twenty-nine plus saves. 

21 Dec 72 	The 40th ARR Squadron performed its first night combat recovery 

in Southeast Asia by an RH-53 using a new Night Recovery System. 


