
On 0 June the 17th ARRS0 'i's notified that Spectre 11 an AC 130 

was down in the vicinity of the Ashau Valley. Plans were made 

throughout the night for an early morning pickup of the three 

known survivors. At 0745 local time the Jollies scrambled for a 

pickup attempt, The first Survivor was difficult to locate due 

to the dense jungle. .Once the penetrator was deployed into the 

survivor's estimated Position he climbed on the penetrator and was 

on the neretrator for Approximately one minute before he was 

hoisted up. He apparently did not shake the oenetrator to let 

the flight engineer know he was on it. The other two survivors 

were picked up without Any difficulty and Jolly Green 72 egressed 

the Area, 

CREW ROSTERS 

Jolly Green 72 
	

Jolly Green 64 

AC Capt. Gon Sutton 
	

AC Capt. Doug Bruner 

Cl' Capt. Todd Hohberger 
	

CP Capt. David Mullenix 

HM Sgt. Ronald Blackwell 
	

HM Sgt. Gregory Sealander 

R3 SSgt. Cole Panning 	 RS Sgt. David Mueller 

RS Aft. Kenneth Cakebread 	 - _AS AlC. Michael Aillet 

On vi June Sandy 7 WAS hit while participating in a SAR for a 

Navy F-R pilot who was later recovered by Jolly Greens from the 

40th ARRSp, NKP, Thailand. Sandy 7 was bedded down for the night 

And an attempt to pick him up the next morning was planned during 

the night. The morning of the 21st the ordinance was used by the 

SAR forces that they felt would secure the area for a pick up. 

Jolly Green 72 came into the pickup area for Sandy 7. The only 

problem encountered was in getting the penetrator through the 
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dense foliage. The survivor wns hoisted un and Jolly Green 72 

returned tc Oa Nang without further incidence. 

CREW ROSTERS 

Jolly Green 72 

AC Major Christonher C. Korner 

CP Cant. Gerald M. Tonn 

hiM Sgt. Jimmie R. Cherry 

RS SSgt, Douglas E. Wilson 

RS AlC. Michael A. Friedrich 

Jolly Green CJI. 

AC Clot. Gary A. flake 

OP 2Lt. Jerry D. Stout 

ELM AlC. Charles J. Rouhier 

RS Sgt. David W. Young 

RS Sgt, Charles R. McOuoid 
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20 June 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 03 and 04 (Nickel 102 SeRiSandy 07) 

On 20 June 72, Sandy 03/04 were launched out of Ch P9 at 0620Z to 
escort Jolly Green 73/30 and Nail 27 and to proceed to the 280 degree 
for 40 NH of Ch 69. The objective was Nickel 102 a Hairy F-8 pilot. 
Sandy, on scene at the time we launched were Sandy 07/08 from Da 
Nang, and sandy  01/02 from NIP. Jolly Green 73/30 and Nail 27 were 
about 30 minutes ahead of us when we launched, and we were to ren-
dezvous with them and proceed to the SAR area. We were just cross-
ing the trail north of Seravane when we heard Sandy 08 say that 07 
had been hit and had extracted. The position passed was close enough 
to Nickel 102 that we proceeded direct to the area which at the 
time was 027 degrees/25 miles from our position. At about 0745Z we 
arrived on scene and rendezvoused with Jolly 73/30 and Nail 27. 
Sandy 08 and Sandy 01/02 had Mid to Ch 77 prior to our arriving 
an the scene. We recieved no positive position and were working 
with Nail 12 and conducted a search of the suspected area. Due to 
the adverse weather none of the previous Sandys had been able to 
determine a firm position of Sandy 07. Frequency 282.8 at this 
time was really loaded as was 243.0 becsuse the Navy aircraft in the 
area were using those channels and were not aware that the primary 
objective had shifted to Sandy 07, and Nickel 102 had become the 
second priority. The radio chatter from the Navy on the mein 84J4 
freqs made communications with Sandy 07 next to impossable. It was 
later learned that Nickel 102 had only those tic frequencies available. 
Sandy 03 and 04 were now trying to locate the position of Sandy 07, 
Sandy 04 was able to talk to 07 at certain times but it was later 
learned that 5-03/04 were searching too far north. Nail 12 was also 
helping in the search. Sandy 04 had a good ADP so cuts were taken 
to locate his position. At about 08052 Sandy 03 was experiencing 
engine problems and thought he might have to CB to Ch 77. About 
10 minutes later Sandy 04 sighted Ors chute and extabllshod good 
radio commonications with him. Sandy 03 now took up a head- 
ing for Ch 77 due to engine problems. Sandy 04 stayed in the area 
of the survivor. Nail 59 was now the FAO on scene and he put in 
strikes in the valley and route structure nearby. Several small 
arms positions were located as close as 100 meters to the survivor 
and Sandy 04 concerned himself with silencing these to make the 
area secure for an attemptcd pick-up. Sandy 04 also Paved in a 
flight of F-la to strafe the gun pits. It was now becoming apparent 
to Sandy 04 that his fuel state wee deteriorating and that he would 
soon have to RTB to Ch 77. at 0915Z Sandy 04 TBed turning over on 
scene command to Nall 59 who was still working the area. About 20 
minutes later, Sandy 09/10 from MCP arrived on scene, and Sandy 08 
-had returned with Sandy 03 from Da Nang to the sea area. The Neil 
was working more fast mover strikes in the area and was drawing heavy 
23/37 AAA fire from the Valley. The 4 Sandys held out of the area. 
The weather mus getting worse and darkness was approaching, so it 
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was decided that we would bed the survivors done for the night, and 
return first light. sww47  09/10 Med to Ch 88 and Sandy 03/08 Bed 
to Ch 77 as did Sandy 01/02 with the Helicopters. 

del-torefa4- 
 W. SEITZ, 1
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t, USsF 

Sandy e3 

B. 	, ILt , USAF 
Sandy 024. 
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Sandy Statement SAR SICKEL102/SAIDf 07 

On 20 June 1972, at 1000L (11, time), Sandy. 01/02 were notified of the downing 
of Meld° 102, a Navy 7-8 pilot <one 	Nickel 102 as dm tort& of Ashes pe  
Tonne and elutes 07/08 cat of Da erg were goingt j ir to net mat help r"-I 
from the UP Seaters Sandy m/02 launched at mar. (UP) with lel 10 ae nav-
igational escort, and they beaded direst to the area. Upon reaching the Sit 
area, Sandy 07 directed Seedy 01/02 to go to Ibas and pie up the ally arms. 
Sandy 07/08 were telling to the warder at this tine and ware preparing for 
a pick up. Slody 01/02 frond the Jollys and larded the toward the holding 
point. Bad weir was a factor and a large tendersters as building just 
South of the survivor. Upon reaching the holding point, the idle and snort 
Soupy (leaded down to IMO feet it and mite the ezeoutlai wards. hem-
while, Sandy 07/08 ere briefing the earrivor and at appecalante/y 1302 the 
attention as ginn. Upon the fire attempt at pick tip, the Jolly Green begun 
receiving ground fire just an it as going into the hoer. The Jolly began 
to poll cat landately, as the flight ewineer Ind beei eeriatily eamed. 
Than Sante 01/C2 and 07/08 all et down ordnance on the spot the ground fie 
had oce from. The first Jolly began allele and going Is. At this tin 
the seed Jolly stated that he a preparing to nabs an attempt. We oases 
ted just as before and apdn the Jelly toeall sin fir., fonsing his to 
ell act. It as thought that be bed test battle dose, tat he Melly 
hada It. At this the suer Woe am bingo foal., a they elected to Zone 
the Jolla beak to Da lag. Sendy 01/02 stayed at seem and attempted to find 
te ground fire and else it. That as Sone 07/00 me following the idle 
beak to Da Nang, they had to evert arced the testa. Soddenly Sandy 
07 called out AAA fire and diverted a toast. Mat 1st slaty biter this 
he called that he tad bum kit and an his poetic& as 280/35169. Very soon 
after this be aid he had to get cat, and he Masted imictistaly after the 
call. Sandy 01102 heeded cat for tie ma as qtdtddy a posehls and soon 
found Sandy Oa et was seerelde far his lad. *Bev 08 witnessed the etre- 
tun ad merle a good tante, bane be hadalpme able to 'stetted%  
die acetast yea. The these hante esatined tea the he tails tint were fn.° 
In the area. Soon Sandy OS new tweed ts late des to leek of fel.. At this 
tie Sandy 03/0it weld be beard ea the radio.. They ere ear 15 mattes traa 
tie mas. Tbsy bad tee mei Jelly Gen it teal" tee llsed Mies 
tee intahlithed eth Andy My  tin warrier, bat & Seale position 
could not be S. When the Jollys waived with Sandy 03/04, Jolly 30 reported 
having an CZ (electrode laseint finder) la en Bendy 07 1 a radio, Wes 
err ve 	omit the Jolly tea. nut in dos to the Idglittbreat area. Smut 
01/02 are below blrgo fuel by this tin, so they had to 1211B to Da lag. an 
seen came ea passel to Sail 18 and then ac th Sandy 03, Soar 01/02 =Id 
uneventibily, landing at 150a. for /,..o brans of flying tin (sae). 

Sandy 01/02/08 lamed Zr a mond tin at 1 454.54 Or). seady (18 as directed 
*Xing to join up with sows 04 In the se an. Sent 04 had lost his leader 

4rairtrfriftik, 
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to had to RIB it to a roughnum:dna melee. Sandy 04 and 08 mere tomes 
up a flight. Sandy 01/02 mem directed to findthe1SP Jolla and hold at 
Meththem. Sandy 01/02 did so and gaited further inesmationa. It maa 
soon apparent that the afternoon's efforts mere masted as there end to be 
no control or °retention to the rescue attempt. 

Sandy Oh had HIB'd for fuel, while Sandy Oa as still seething in vain for 
him. 94  nally Sandy 09/10 aniadend took on scene command. Immediately 
Sandy's 01/02 mere rad to a closer holdingrodet. As the Sondra audJollym 
moved in, a 23 mm came op an then, but the air burets mere mall tort. nest-
faLl meme rapidly beecedng a restore Saab's 01/02 attemteito fallen:lee* 
line and move into the SLI arm in ben of a pick-upy ben, tbm. beg= tab-
ins ground firs. Tar the neat 15 enemas  the Sendy's and Jolly's, took ton. 
enroce greed fire fee at lee 10 different poomitiate, etimating 200 -. 
250 rounds of W. The are varied from 23 mm up to rade. controlled 57 Mr14. 
With darkness upon the, the Sandyls took the JollyChimmbibedc to the case 
line and DITDId them to Daises Sandy 01/02 also Med to Da Nab lagan 
at 1915 (XP tima)fte. a 2.5 night. sear 1 had minor battle dome. • co. 

orTy

effort veLitefiplanned or the nee d.7. 

6 
JA1021 D. CIS112113112  Captaity USAY Sale Cri 
a elLt4.-- Braun ... BROW III, 1/Idatement, USA? 
Sandy 02 
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21 Jun 1972 

SUBJECT: cano7  11 and 12 (SAE Sandy 07/Mickel 102) 

Sandy 11/12, flukes and Brady with Sandy 03/04, Clevenger and 
Brown, launched out of Ch 77 at 0040Z. Jolly Green's 72/64157/62 
also launched at this time with Nail 59. Nail 43 was in the Salt 
area putting in ordnance around Sandy 07's position 272/32/0, 
since daybreak and on his request the Bar forces were launched 
from Ch 77 as planned. Sandy 11 contacted Nail 43 at about 0100Z 
and was informed that he had good radio contact with the survivor 
and had him on "C" frequency, 248.2. Sandy 11/12, 3/4 and Jolly 
Green 72/64 proceeded to the holding point at 280/40/69. Sandy 11/12 
proceeded directly from the holding point to the survivor's position 
leaving Sandy 3/4 behind with Jolly Green 72 and 64. At 0130Z Sandy 
11 and 12 were in the survivor's area and on scene command was passed 
to sandy  11. He first showed Sandy 12 the survivor's position then 
the location of the ground fire which had been taken the previous 
day. Sandy 11/12 made several low passes in the survivor's area in 
an attempt to draw ground fire but could see none. The Bur/Ivor also 
reported no ground fire observed or heard. One flight of Behar was 
put in on the positions from which ground fire had been taken the 
previous day. Sandy 11 marked these positions with WP rockets and 
Nail 43 put them in. Sandy 11 also put in some of his own 033 25 
/and 20ma in this area. Sandy 11 now brought Sandy 03/04 in to 
show that the survivor's exact position leaving Sandy 12 with the 
Jolly's. Shortly after Sandy 03/04 acknowledged that they had 
Sandy 07's position they returned to the hilding point wit* the 
Jolly's, and Sandy 12 again returned to the survivor's position. 
as this was taking place Sandy 11 observed tracers, coming from 
Use vallMy to the south west which were directed at his aircraft. 
Sandy 11 marked the approximate position and Nail 43 put in a flight 
of fast movers with Behar on it. While this air strike woa going in, 
Sandy 11 briefed the survivor that a pickup attempt was imminent and 
that he should have his smokes ready. The SAR forces were now brought 
up on 248.2 and the pickup plan was briefed by Sandy 11. Just prior 
to execution of phase B it was determined that the low Jolly Green 
72 was having UHF trouble so Sandy It decided to execute phase B 
on VHF, 133.3. &flouts words were given and Jolly 72 began his ran Is 
in across the ridge lines. Sandy 11 and 12 put down a smoke screen 
to screen the Jolly from the position from which the groudd fire 
had come on the previous day. No ground fire Vida taken while the 
Jolly was in the haver, which was about 5 minutes. All 4 Sandye 
were laying down ordnance during the pickup. After Jolly 72 had 
07 on board he was told to egress the area via the same route used 
for ingress. When the holding point was reached, Jolly 72 climbed 
to 11, DOG' and exited the area to the east. Time of the pickup was 
approximately 0240Z. On scene command was now turned over to Sandy 
03. The decision to attempt a pickup on Nickel 102 was mada by 
Sandy 03 and was based on several factors. The met inpirtant of 
which wee the fact that Sandy. 03/04/11/12 all had enough ordnance and 
fuel remaining to prepare the artanCp;Cketrattlect -.-  Sandy' 11/ 



Lc_at. 
12 escorted JO 72 with Sandy 07 on board and JG 64 to a safe feet 
wet drop off point east of Ch 69. Sandy 03 and 04 proceeded from 
the holding point used for Sandy 07 to Nickel 102 4 s position and 
immsiiate* began preparing the area around the survivor. Sandy 
11 and 12 now initiated a rendezvous east of Co 69 with JO 57/62. 
Mail 59 again provided navigational assistance in effecting the 
rendezvous and lead Sandy 11/12 and Jolly Green 57 and 62 back to 
the holding point of 280/40/69. Upon arrival at the holding point 
all forces were brought up 2828. Sandy 04 now briefed theJollya and 
Sandys to proceed to o final holding point. about 3 kilometers west 
of Nickel 102 on a high ridge line. Nickel 102 was located in a 
small gully which was an off shoot of a large eastwast valley. The 
plan as briefed by Sandy 03 was to bring Jolly tkeen 57 in low doom 
the valley on an easternly heading and then up the gully to the 
south. Just prior to execution, Sandy 03 brought Sandy 11 into the 
survivors position and instructed the survivor to flash his mirror 
on the second art that he saw, Sandy 11 immediately saw the flash. 
Sandy 11 returned to the holding point and the forces were ready to 
execute. Five minutes prior to execution, Sandy 03 put in aiggy, a 
flight of F-A.'s with smoke. In east west smoke screen was laid doom 
masking Jolly Ckeen 57 from gun positions which were active the prev-
ious day. The SAR forces were briefed on 282.8 and phase B began, 
Since the survivor used both his signal smokes the previous day, he 
was briefed to useapengun flare when he saw the helicopter, on the 
run-in, Sandy 03 and 04 filled in gape in the smoke screen and them 
joined Sandy 11/12 in the daisy chain around the hovering helicopter. 
The smoke screen proved to be very effective as no ground fire was 
observed from the positions of the previous day. With the survivor 
on board, Jolly Green 57 was instructed to egress the area on the 
reciprocal of his ingress heading which was a westerly heading. 
MI Jolly Green 57 exited the area, All 4 Sandys pub down ordnance in 
front of and beside him to discourage any one who may have wanted 
to shoot at a helicopter. Jolly Green 57 proceeded on the deck to 
280/40/69 and then climbed to a safe exit altitude of 11,000 feet 
mac. The SAN forces then exited the area to the east. &route to 
Channel 77 Sandy 12 discovered hydraulic fluid leaking from his left 
wing and the loss of all hydraulic pressure followed shortly there-
after. An approach sod &treatment was wade by Sandy 12 with Sandy 11 
and 3 and 4 avncing normal landings. Sandy 12 wse the only 'ember of 
thbeSAR force to sustain battle damage on this day. All 4 Sandy. 
logged 3.7 on the mission. 

icjel2- ---- EB3n5,1Lt, USAF 
Sandy 11 
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The author poses with A-1H 139-791. This photo 
gives one an appreciation of the size of the 
Skyraider. The oil dripping on the 300-gallon 
centerline tank shows the pilot that this Spad is 
"alive" and ready to go. 

We immediately called for Sandy 07 on the radio, 
but there was a great deal of confusion, since Nickel 
102 was still up on the radio. Several flights of Navy 
aircraft were calling for Nickel 102 on "guard," 
blocking all attempts to communicate with either 
survivor. The standard rule for SAR was that you 
normally went after the guys who had been on the 
ground the shortest length of time. Nickel 102 would 
have to wait while attention shifted to Sandy 07. 

Weather in the area was a bit of a problem because 
of towering cumulus clouds with tops above our 
maximum altitude capability of around 10,000 feet. It 
was a bit like flying through canyons of clouds as we 
weaved through them as if on an obstacle course from 
hell. Joe and I were not having much success raising 
Larry on the radio. At times, his voice was clear, and 
then it would just disappear. I suspected we weren't 
too close to his position, as he reported that he did not 
hear us at all. 
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Then Sandy 03 started having problems with a 
rough-running engine. Joe decided to take it back to 
Da Nang, which was only about 35 n.m. to the 
southeast. He joined the Da Nang Sandys who were 
orbiting "feet wet" (over the water) east of the SAR 
area, and they escorted him to Da Nang without 
incident. We talked over the situation and decided that 
I would continue the search, even though darkness 
was approaching. I thought Sandy 07 might be on the 
east side of the valley, as we had been searching on 
the west side up until this point. It was when I had 
turned east through a hole in the weather across the 
north end of Ashau Valley that I encountered the AAA 
gun. 

Capt. O'Dean "Stretch" Ballmes, an A-1 combat 
veteran and my A-1  instructor  at Hurlburt Field, 
Florida, told me two things as I was preparing to  leave 
the States for Southeast Asia: "There is nothing over 
there worth  dying for; and never duel with a gun." The 
wisdom of the former was debatable at best, but the 
truth contained within the latter was without 
challenge. The success rate of pilots who tried to 
battle it out with AAA weapons was not good. But I 
felt that I had to acknowledge their presence with a 
greeting of my own—if only on one short pass. 

As I broke off the rocket pass without waiting to 
see the impacts, I flicked the "bombs/rockets" switch 
to the bombs position and hit the bomb button again to 
dump the empty launchers into the jungle below. Once 
the frangible nose fairing was burst by the first rockets 
out of the pods, the flat "barn door" profile of the 
launchers served to slow the Skyraider even more, and 
that was not good.  

.3b/azt::. At the. time i 4,ailer) 
,flv wir) ,417701: and notified 

Wr.t.', Ott fit 0 The 
,:triwrian reipesled that 
turn on ifly ItOtS so he 
could :we we. My thought 
at that point were. if he 
couldn't see rne with the 
fire that vvds borrow; he for 
:;ure wouldn't set•: the Irpht. 
of the aircraft Al mat oolor 
I planned to trianeuvet over 
the t.:ompottod.iind 	41w 
Before oellin9 Mkt OOSItiOn 

over the corns ml (he 
tiaras weor aril and it was 
itonot:;sible to 
;4(r:Wtd I :".":4011,1,fOl:( al the 
orbit at apret-,, itncfletv 80e 
feet altitude awaiting the 
illiimitotion Of nace:-.; 	1 
could 	,:,frenard 
Before thg: liaMirted the 
controis t:11 the amen tailed 
anti I notified all t'tont.•.-et nod 
that I vtra hathng ()NI at that 
point 

As I was atteincting 
ont Of the airi aft, I 

:)e0ame stUck agefnst the 
rear part of The left canorq 
My helmet wa: 1110Wn off 
ifelfiretiotely ;.vItet; Strid) 

he..I0 OW of !le ,t)4...,14;;; 

At this point the airoraft wa: 
ont of ,x.wtor .7):d ‘Vc.16 
tOti/Oci due to the rite- 

!...ong, After treeiny 
(torn tht. 311'77-aft 1 ,1,Tea ,41e(1 
for ate D-Rog 
oot to the retain& pooket 
on the pat aatute harnes s. 
However I fowl(' the 6.able 
and follOwe0 if to the ring 
and polled 	T-II6 ftitifE; 

opened and, 	fly after 
flares lit c6uld see that ; 
was qoing tm tand in the 
frees to the ;Pea 

bailout coutd 1101 
occur ny a col-tain aimnoe 
iii a descending sky ro cde, 
Ihe only nprion:i weiP 
inrce0 inticliTiQ 0 olichnIG 
if over wafer U S N8vy 

Tolu rsielsuri frau us 
such an expel ience 
F0110Wing an online fnlu 

http://www.flightjournal.com/spad2.html 	 1/21/99 



Flight Journal: Down There Amongst Them' -- A Spad Pilot's Story (part two) 	 Page 3 of 4 

A pair of 2.75-inch folding fin aerial rockets 
(FFARs) leave the LAU-3 rocket pod that held 19 
rockets. The red streaks are the burning exhaust 
particles of previous rockets. 

On the other side of the valley, I turned south to 
resume the corn search for Sandy 07. Once more, the 
traffic on the UHF guard channel (243.0) was so busy 
that it seemed I could not get a word in edgewise. I 
moved Larry over to "SAR Delta" 282.8 and 
immediately had much better success. As I headed 
south along the eastern shoulder of Ashau Valley, 
Sandy 07 reported that he could hear an aircraft 
approaching; then he reported that he had me in sight. 
I looked around to take note of the land features and 
held my southerly heading. The call of "You are over 
my position now" was music to my ears. He appeared 
to be just off the ridge that formed the eastern side of 
Ashau Valley, perhaps 200 feet below the ridge 
elevation. I reported to the other SAR forces that I had 
located Sandy 07's position and checked on the status 
of the Jolly Greens. We had about an hour of daylight 
left, and I wanted to know whether a pick-up attempt 
was even possible. The response was that the Jolly 
Greens wouldn't be available for a pickup attempt 
before dark. But first things first: I had to determine 
how close the bad guys were to Larry. 
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...continued from pre N ious pagc 

I immediately tried to pinpoint Sandy 07's position. 
Unless I knew exactly where he was, I wouldn't be 
able to return fire if fired upon for fear of endangering 
the survivor. Since Larry had only intermittent visual 
contact with me because of the tall, dense, jungle 
canopy, I used a combination of visual and electronic 
search methods to refine his position. To complicate 
matters, Larry reported that I was taking ground fire 
on most low passes. The fire, he reported, seemed to 
be coming from above his position, to the east. 

AsI a. "d3S 	big off 11)45 area foilou 
a 	pass I loiPcd dOIHI bebinti mc 
art/ 	ti guy siandi14f up hi one of the 
crows and sboo1ii1r4 (it Me With a rifle, 

Larry pressed and held his mike button, which 
allowed me to home in on his radio signal. I 
maneuvered to put this bearing on the nose and flew 
straight until he reported that I was overhead. I was 
close to being absolutely sure of his position but 
wanted to remove any doubt. Just north of his position 
was a slide area that was devoid of any vegetation. I 
asked him if he could see this area; he replied that he 
could not. I told him to keep his head down while I put 
a few rounds of 20mm into the clear area. He heard 
the impact of the high-explosive 20mra rounds and 
reported that he was about 20 meters south of that 
spot. 

I turned my attention to the ground fire. On one of 
my "trolling passes," I saw an area with several bomb 
craters that was just about 100 meters east of, i.e., 
above. Larry's position. As I was pulling off this area 
following a low pass, I looked down behind me and 
saw a guy standing up in one of the craters and 
shooting at me with a rifle. The bomb crater he was in 
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had a fallen tree across it that he was using for cover. I 
set up the switches and came around to attack with the 
SUU-11 minigun. As I neared firing position, the 
soldier again stood up and began firing. My 7.62nun 
minigun rounds completely covered the bomb crater, 
and I was not shot at again from that area. It rather 
reminded me of the cartoon that showed a mouse 
making an obscene gesture at a hawk, talons spread 
and descending for the kill, with the caption, "The last 
great act of defiance." 

This was the one and only time during my entire 
tour of duty in Southeast Asia that I actually saw the 
human form of an enemy on the ground as he was 
shooting at me. It was a very sobering experience—an 
image that has stayed with me to this day. 

An important part of the Sandy's role as SAR on-
scene commander was to predict the need for 
additional munitions and fighter support and request 
the same from King—the HC-130 command-and-
control aircraft that not only provided aerial refueling 
for the HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant rescue 
helicopters, but was also the link with command 
headquarters in Saigon. The Sandy's requests would 
be passed through this channel and eventually to the 
command posts of fighter bases throughout the 
theater. 

Prior to leaving the area due to darkness, I briefed 
Lany on the plan to return the next morning and bring 
him home. There would be constant airborne forward 
air controller (FAC) coverage in the area all night, and 
Larry was told to report any and all signs of enemy 
activity to them. 

As darkness fell, I left the area for the 20-minute 
flight to Da Nang, where I met with the other Sandy 
pilots and FACs familiar with the enemy's defenses in 
the area. We considered all options and decided on a 
plan that would enable us to attempt rescues of both 
Nickel 102 and Sandy 07 on the same mission. We 
scheduled a "first light" effort for the following 
morning. 

Since I was the only Sandy pilot who had 
knowledge of Sandy 07's position and the threat 
surrounding him, I would lead the first portion of the 
mission. On completion of that phase of the SAR, the  
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lead of the mission would be handed over to Capt. 
I James "Red" Clevenger, one of the Sandy pilots who 

had worked with Nickel 102 prior to the shooting 
down of Sandy 07. 

Four A-1 skyraiders and two HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant rescue helicopters took off from Da Nang 
AB, South Vietnam, just as dawn was breaking over 
the South China Sea on 21 June 1972. Fifteen minutes 
later, we were timing inland just south of Hue, en 
route to Ashau Valley. We selected a location in high 
terrain that was relatively free of roads and left the 
Jolly Greens and Sandy 03 and 04 to provide 
protective escort. I proceeded into Sandy 07's area 
with my wingman, 1st Lt. Tim Brady, and made initial 
contact with the survivor, Sandy 07. He reported that 
all was quiet at the time, but that he was ready to get 
out of there. Tim and I made a few low passes to 
assess the threat and determined that it would be wise 
to sprinkle some cluster bomb units (CBUs) in the 
area where I had taken fire the previous day. With no 
enemy reaction detected, we decided the time was 
right to bring the other Sandys in so they could get a 
feel for the location of the survivor and the potential 
threat. Tim went out to get the other Sandys and lead 
them back to the survivor's position. 

With still no perceptible enemy reaction in the 
immediate area of the survivor, I determined that the 
time was right to go for the pick-up. I orchestrated a 
"fast mover" air strike on the valley floor to divert the 
enemy's attention and led the Jolly Green toward the 
first survivor, Sandy 07, who was told to "pop his 
smoke." Tim scanned the area behind the Jolly Green 
for ground fire while the other two Sandys laid a 
smoke screen on either side of the helicopter to 
conceal the Jolly Green from the view of any 
remaining enemy gunners. Once the Jolly Green had 
Larry's smoke in sight, the four Sandys pulled up into 
a circular orbit called a "daisy chain" around the 
chopper. After what seemed like an eternity—but was 
actually less than five minutes—the Jolly Green 
reported that he had Larry on board and was ready to 
exit. I directed him to egress along the ingress route 
that had proven safe just minutes earlier. Once safely 

I out of the immediate area, I gave the other Sandy 
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element leader "on-scene command" while my 
wingrnan and 1 assumed the role of helicopter escort 
for the second pickup. 

Nickel 102 had been monitoring the first portion of 
the SAR, so he was ready to assist in his own rescue. 
Red and his wingman, 1st Lt. Tex Brown, determined 
that the threat was Minimal so they called for the 
chopper, just as I had only minutes earlier. Once the 
chopper was hovering, some light ground fire erupted 
to the east of the survivor's position. All four Sandys 
took turns hammering that area with 20mm and CBU-
25, and I made my last two passes dry, since I had run 
out of all ordnance. This was a rather helpless feeling, 
but we were nearly finished with this double rescue. 
Nickel 102 was picked up and we exited the area 
toward the coastline of the South China Sea. Once feet 
wet, we allowed ourselves to relax, and I had the 
biggest ear-to-ear grin on my face. We had done it! 

With both survivors safely on board the Jolly 
Greens, we escorted them back to Da Nang. There, we 
had a mini celebration on the ramp and were reunited 
with squadron mate and fellow Sandy Larry Highfill. 
We also met briefly with Lt. Cindr. Jim Davis, the F-8 
pilot who was Nickel 102, before both survivors were 
whisked away for medical examinations. 

This mission occurred in June of 1972, about nine 
months into my one-year combat tour in A-I 
Skyraiders. These were my 92nd and 93rd combat 
sorties in the Skyraider. I now had accumulated nearly 
350 hours and was feeling very comfortable in the 
aircraft. By the time my one-year tour of duty was 
over, I had flovvn 140 combat missions in Southeast 
Asia and amassed 400 combat hours in the A-1. 

I completed my tour with a mission on 1 October 
1972 as flight lead of four Skyraiders on a Sandy SAR 
orbit in northern Laos. I took several photos on that 
mission, some of which appear with this article. At the 
time, I was obviously ready to head home to my 
family and have a taste of some peacetime flying. It 
did not take long to realize, however, that my one-year 
tour in Thailand while flying the A-1 Skyraider was an 
experience that I would look back on as the most 
bittersweet of my life. 

Byron Hukee, aka 
SpadGuy, has 
used the electronic 
media to capture 
the spirit arid 
convey the 
atmosphere of the 
A-1 Skyraider at 
war. 

SpadGuy recounts 
all 140 of hip 
combat missions 
on his "A-1 
Skyraider Combat 
Journal" website. 

He operate two 
websites that deal 
exclusively with 
the Spad. Both 
Skyraider websites 
can be found at 
www.skyraider.orci.  
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orbited the area with flares 
during the night in case the 
Navy decided to make an earlier 
try. 

The fliers were aboard their 
rafts for 28 hours and when time 
came to pluck them from the 
sea, visability was bad and 
winds were kicking up 15-20 foot 
waves. Typhoon Rita, packing 
100 mph winds, roared by within 
20 miles of the rescue area. 

Both the Navy and Air Force 
planes were in the area and 
directed the submarines USS 
Barb and USS Gurnard to- the 
scene. Crews of one of the subs 
spotted the men in the water 
and picked them up at about 
6:30 a.m. 
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AB, Vietnam — Capt. Richard S. dis 
Ritchie of the 555th "Triple yel 
Nickle" TFS is one Mig away 
from being Air Force's first we 
combat ace of the Vietnam war. 

With weapons system operator bai 
Capt. Charles D. Debelleue, the. tip 
Udorn A13, Thailand, pilot ab 
downed two Mig-21s during a th 
furious day of combat over loc 
North Vietnam July 8. an 

The same day, Capt. Richard ex 
- F. Ilardy and Capt. Paul T. 

Copters Save 
	Lewinski, whose 366th TFW just 'I 

mov( d from Da Nang to Thai- 	s 
land, downed a Mig to bring 

Pair. of Fliers 
	AF s total for the day to three, 

for the year to 21 and for the 
DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam — war to 102. 

It was the third day this year Air Force rescue forces thrust 
that AF pilots scored a "hat into heavily defended North 
trick" on the Communists. Vietnamese territory June 21 to 
Ritchie became the first pilot rescue two pilots one day after 
to shoot down four Mig-21s, the they had been downed by enemy 
irmt advanced of- the Russian- ground fire... 	:- 
built fighters flying in Viet- Navy Commander'Jimniy W: 

Davies, an F-8 pilot from ;the 	nar t. 
aircraft carrier USS Hancock, 	For DeBelleue, it was the 
was shot down while on a strike third time he was in on a Mig 
mission 40 miles west of Hue. 	kill all while flying with Ritchie. 

During rescue attempts, AF Ritc hie was flying with Capt. 
Capt. Larry Highfill, an A-1 Lawrence H. Pettit when he got 
pilot, was downed by enemy hi.; :;econd Mig on May 31. 

In the July 8 action, Ritchie ground fire. 
On. the fiist dapAhree HH-53s ard Debelleue were flying cover 

were forced to return to 'lase for a strike mission into North 
because of serious battle dam-  V; etnam when Debelleue saw 

Communist planes closing fast. age received during pickup 
"There they are at 10 o'clock," attempts. 

The next day Highfill was he shouted. "Tally ho!."- Ritchie 
--resar .ea by -hri- .1-1H-53 command - responded, as hi—p—at'sed" his F-4 

ed by Maj. Christopher C. Kor- head on by the two Communists 
per of the 37th Aerospace Res- planes "close enough to see red 
cue and Recovery Squadron. stars all over it." 

One hour later, Commander 	The wing man passed and the 
Davies was hoisted to safety by a crew turned hard left and gave 
40th ARRS Supper. Jolly Green chase to the second Mig. Two 
Giant 'crew, .comanded by Capt. mi,siles were fired. The first of 
Bennie 0. Orrell. the heat-seeking weapons 
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TRFELD 

Combined efforts 
save pilots 

A NaTy 7^;1 air,Iraft 1)i1ote,1 by 
der Jim Jim Davis from the carrier 1::.L1c-.a 
was downed by :,-round fire uorth.p.?st cf 
lale Tuesday. A rescue party arrivei in 
the area and encountered intonstl 
fire causing an 411-1 Candy aircraft pilot-
ed by Capt. Larry Highfill to be down ,l. 

The rescue was resumed Uednesday morn-
ing with a joint effort by HH-53 :;1 11)--, r 
Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopters from 
the 37th and 40th Aerospace lescue and 
Recovery Squadrons picking up both sur-
vivors. Both survivors wore reportl in 
good condition. Hostile fire in the area 
was silenced by A-1 Sanfys piloted by 
Capt. "Red" Clevenger. Lt. Byron Hnk,lc, 
Lt. Tim Brady, and Lt. Richard Brown. 

The crew of the 37th rescue helicopter 
was Maj. Kip Korper, aircraft commander; 
Capt. Gerald Tenn, co-pilot; Sgt. Jimmy 
Cherry, flight engineer; and 3gt. 
Wilson and Ale Michael Fredrich, parares-
cuemen. 

The crew on the 40th rescue chopper was 
Capt. Ben 0121311)  aircraft commander; 
Capt. Andy Courtice, co-pilot; Mgt. Dill 
laces, flight engineer; and TSgt. Charles 
Salome and Sgt. George Weber, pararescue-
men. 
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