
CO NQ1 DESTiZOY 

:Z17---.1 17.2 

M , ger, 	tory v41. 	 No  pg,,C&I.9  rilmuT Di.:Lzazion. : J011,7 Croon 30 (Low) and Jolly acen 60 Cuiga) 

an.1 recovery or Oyster 01 Bravo, Capt Roger C. Lochor, USAF, 
Shot do -.:a on 10 gay 1972, 10 af. oa:.-.t of Yea Bei Airfield, North Vietnam. 

3vored *ri  Jolly Orcon. 30  on. 2. Jtno 1972. 

7e..::.,%73 21, 22 and 27; Sanecis 1 through 4 (both days); 
j•0L7 Creen: en. 

i3i0. ACT:SIM: This ie tho zLiz:zion narrative on the two day SAR for 
01. Le aircraft co=ndor for jolly Or 	53 and jolly Green 30, I was 

both daye. Wa lcaulched. at 0805L for Cur orbit point in North Central 
3 in :rapport of Linebacker Miesion. Whilo at our orbit point we overheard 

1-2.s:10 traffic that a beeper and voice contact he...i been established with a downed 
af..•oz.e.w =bor. I wan low bird in jolly Green 57 and Jolly C-reen 30 was high 

te immodiatoly nroccoded toward the ;Lenora]. area of the survivor as passed 
us by :arc (11C-130?). 	wts..ro followiev,. the Sand, vs (11E - ) a but fell behind 

bc:cau.:3 of their higher air spood. The navigation from our orbit point until 
the Black Rivor in NVN wan vory diff.ical .:. The terrain was all very 

thr and all the mountain's wore the eamo height. An we approached the Black 
we ;are able to locate our mocition. At this time we beLran to pass over 

tut did not :cc any ground. fire. Wo c.U:--bed to 7000' 115L to get. over 
7:-.es Lotwcon two 9000 1 + moun.4-.,eine aad found. our way blocked by clouds on the 

and in the eatYne of the nountaine. We detoured to the south and at this 
ti azi JO 30, whic1 . had the ELF gear on. board, rdeted UT) th0 survivor and. Sandy 01 

.7..lard. Using the 	co:eke...lent we wore able, with directionu from. JO 30 
to a low ridE,a line about four =ilea f.rora the .R.ed River. At the 

bc.ttc= of this ridge was a. village and. every valley we crossed both days was 
stralatod an ,wo1L,4- zaariy of the W.1.1 aides1 Vworo holOing. for about two. 

when:Sentf - '01; 'wh.c had boon in. constant .  contact-vith U33  Sighteci. -- a 
Sit21 that..wani,,eire hit.....a.:..itrz4,47..: - cap. flying 'overhead. &i-Jy 01 called 
Out 	 waa•Coming down but the 	pilot.  
wan 	.44-7 	 ..."-'44a.156-S1 t. 5flG ."j•  =.do 8.'co o11oc bail out ove'r-  thiern.,1 

tba flat TArtarl  arouncl the Be•,81.veeierte 
 reiaar tteni4tfOlik-Tdr:—; Trin,c;Teqa.b21.41- t.--ne 't "/7Crietor31- "-;',To 30 at 

t1es13114(yeifkmto 'Toeitter'tho -iurivor.''-.1W130 dr.e.gota good locie'..e. 
toi JO 30 to take over the low post.V...on as ha, timid have the only ehaitee to 
rinA. the eurvivor' if 'de an. iitteiapt s thei-  Sancta were drawing heavy 
j-act as we werei410 ,154.:nat  load a MIC-21 	 speed 7)ass on us. Ho nado 

 c--, -to-inc: 	'on on :0 30 but for so= reason_ did not fize. Sandy 02 called. 
t2 	IG out and gave ies so= time to start a brad:. I broke down and rql_7.ed 
out at 100 1  AGL over the vise  and flow up a. gb.7.:Ly across the valley from the 
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;13 	WC.:C.: or zin the IP" 	 7 :ho %ICS flyini: 	from me 
the 	up the t-c.l.loy s.'cout 500: 4'..OL. I cr.2.2..:4 JO 30 to o-ce 	ho wae 

and e•-••_..id I would jein iime. ze that tIle 	iy CC.P.C.a r,f.',vo us better cover. He 
id rczte_nod  ea the nerthorn cid° of the val.ley. sandy 01 had ret-eeei,-;a: to cur 
position 

 
and was 	it; for more MIG Cap. Aboul. two rinutes after we had 

re,loined, the 1:1.IG or another MICI again -nade a. pass on us. JO 30 which was 
holding about 300 yards to the NW of y poeitien. was agaia the target but 
althcugh the Mal got into his 6 olc.lock, the*:12,1 did not fire. At this point 
we were all, the Sandys and J011ys, low on foL and had riot boon able to sight 
J.-.11!.•rxor. ts began to exit the area. Our holding point was about 7 Mil M 
cr 'fen Lai 	ield , dV. Although, ue did not see any g-rourai fire, we were 
pfebably tz.,king email arms fire from the wille.Eee but GUI prooecmpation with 

:f..r.G prohably eaur.od us tonu.isx it. :.ecz...u.ee of the survivor's apparent 
ea_a-eoese, the aandya and myself thought it might be a trap anti tnt the survivor 
Lad been farced into calling the R forces. I did not quit believing it was 
a tram until Oyster 02_ got on the per.ot.rator the next day. King, 27 not the 
ja.11ys In the northern part of Lacs. at 2.02. on the 034 radial of Ch 119, at this 
time _both Joilys had reached a critical fuel state and both aircraft had low fuel 
caution Iirfhte. hule air refueling with Xing 27 1  we flew to the west and ended. 

nbout 8 La from the nb.ineso Boad. 9  to the. NW ef Luang Pre.bang, Laos. I do not 
t-liak the King birds have enough intelligence ir.formation on tha gun position. Li. 
the 2e.rrel Roll area an he was going to take us ever the gun position. no= Luang 

ang but was afraid. to fly toward Line. 16 (Van; Vieng) which  was our normal 
saint. l',..nyway, we had difficulty locating our position in. the weather, 

1-0.21ere were many thuaderetor= end buzildupe in the area. After we were able to 
in Ch. 119 us had no further difficulty-  in. returning to NiLP. The first day 

we landed at 15351. at V.2 after JO 30 had made an emergency landing 7 Ni NI/ of 
duo to an engine problem. After considerable discussion of the threats 

:L.:volved, the Coetwoor decide& to continue with the .L. 7.0. e., tterapt on a voluntarily 
basiz. That night we did. oztor-sivo flight planning with the ,Sandy pilots. The 

and aircraft were chr.--, -ged. for the ascend day. Cn_ly myself and the Flight 
7.:1 -2-mier remained from the-first dayls crew of JO 57. That night with a ereedmin& 
effort from *the, 40th'4RRE.4.3. Maintenance, JO 30 wee repaired in the field in whicke:ar 
It had-  landed,- flown back to 	and wee ready fer my crew the next morning at 
053  • •ocr:.  •  is  .7,:ittabm, -.g, changedtcI. XL was to make the EU" . .eauipment 'available on.'". 

-thz : 	 •11  _••, , ./4$102:414,11,159.r..9.cAr wing' 	 .L had tcyait rfor. 
• 	 licir.oktz.'diziecl flight .  plan to rag& the 

laaice up 	uhe 35--"Ithuitale 
. 4  "ttrite....._ Valicf.iscmo:o- xcellont navigation -and . aaort: 

cuts* comW.-ed  •  .4, -- copiloteCiazi did lie •Piliplan our flight Path tc:Trazics Le--up-) 
 for :Lost:ft tneT.-Iiet was able to in point our position all day long using visual 

map 	 4411)::::'s "frem low -altitude and: dead reckoning as our doppler was inoperativo.. 
JO 57-  who bed  launched with JG 60 followed us to the -  normal holding point for the 
T-'-, ebacker orbit and acted as backup. ing 21 refueled all three Jollys north 

the- 	The Saady' s had taken. off after the J022 ---: and. had flown ths, more 
direct route to the east of the ETIT. Due to the low clouds in northern Laos, 
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c2...eceed the,  Blacke.:.'..ver on the ec:exthern edge of the 9000+ mountain range. 
_ thie tin:3 I WC-S 	 faeiliar 	the route and ray copilot 'o excellent 

enabled mo to etay at low altitude au that the NU(*.ICI radar would 
.L.et pick up the Joilya. Ue wore south of the holding point (TnAin) in the 
_eel:ate -11.z= but I had an excellent ELF location both the survivor and 	01, 
c..e I called  Candy 03 & 04 and told them I would join up with the= at the final 
holding point (Zulu) at 0945L. The point I chose to hold at was the same 
one 12._ had used the day before and was about 3 NH east of the planned holding 
point. I decided. te.uze it becauee3 of the clouds that were laying on the .ridge 
to Ltiee us cover if attacked by .  ittaz. With the clouds on the ridge line, I 
could slow up to 20 ICTS 	pay above the ride*.to ct an ELF position on the 
aelre-lver. The survivor was on a hf.2L.1  15 	fr:xa my position and -directly in 
lire: of sic,.ht facing me; therefore, I had a very strony, ELF signal. From this 
I thought the survivor was only eight LeLles aws.y just across the Red. River on a 
saall hill. I cannot cer enough about Sandy 01, C - pt Ron Smith, without him 
Vee st . effort would have not boon successful. sandy 01 and 02 were tmki ng 

very heavy and accurate ALL fire from a. dzm directly between RI' position and the 
vervivor. Candy 01 called a F-4 strike that i=eckod out most of the guns and. 
left a large fire. burning all the tine we were, in the area. I wanted to make a 
low level high steed. run in across the flat land. along the Bed River but Sandy 
Ci leiated the ttervivor at 0955L and adericed me that it was 15 NM to the 
zereivor' s osit±om of 21521 10506Z and I would not be able to get past the 
ELua poeitiens. Sandy 01 then. directed a move to point Oscar, a holding point 
to the northwest, of Ion Bai, north of the Rod River. tilth Sandy 01 and. 02 in 
front and Sandy 03 and, 04 behind, .1G 30 and 60 preceded very low level through 
tee hills next to Yen 3a-.1. to the crossing point. Lt one point were were about 
feur miles frma. Ion. Bai airfield but Sandy 01 had seen a strike hit the field. 
earlier in the day. -It =et havo been. good as we only saw one HIG that day., 
Juet be -Pore we crossed the Rod river 10 /Ili northweet of Yon B.a .I we took, fire 
fro= the area of a p.arked military truck. Before W3 croszed the Red River, 
=CV 01 called the fraert Cap on guard and the .41G Car fremency but was unable 

to raise anyone. let this time Zing 21 informed us that we didn't have a. vaa 
t.e.p as they-  wore en. the tankers. It was not .entil we had picked up the 
eurvivor and were, back acresar,the Red.,B.i.vor th.at. a MM Cap arrived in. theearea. 
Ii' there was a`.f4.14- -cap in tha Area, wet. wore. Uxiablo tee:raise them on any: 
Irequeee-4.&?.. 	 theisuririvoand back: etoth.....Tellya. ---ek • - 
*pound.  f' 	•— 	oat 	 a.Q ,r  becaust‘4. 	 . 

• f,  E 
.435411: 	 ° 	'.-5Cit 500,/':jitir,  'to 

II 

,t;:lit-a±Taier41:ie .nt**,041.GS- 
- 	• 	• 	•-r 

The . Sandz-re;:-mes....trehile, 	 ue, exposed to both :the-UN and 
threat.F.Ke,̀ 'Venee..red. the - ridge 'that the Survivor was on, Sandy-  01 went 

r'riad anti re—established contaet with the survivor. Because the survivor -  was 
on .the opposite side Or a..1650' ridge and -could not hear the helicopters or- 

he waz not up on his radio and we did no have any ELF indications zaitil 
1..3 peeped over the. ridge and the survive cane up on the radio. The higle.bird 
1.7G 60 held. on. the north side of the ridge as the Sandys could not have, left hi= 
e.long the way with the M.  Because I yes still not cure we were not 
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t;:a2ped, I Izep's, z 	around /53 XI'S au I cane over the ridge, I got 
turned iu. the C.:a-act:Ica of the 1.1.!.."1■17:01* and started to 

•lot= 1-zlt t:11.7 station pas.sagc.: at ICO ETS. iy copilot zrotted the 

	

cir-J mirrcr, which the 	.h.td also uccd to eimaal the 
with good L'alCCO3C. I turnod 3.rounci and flew north back alosf- the 

until e aamn. paesed at*er the survivor. Because the slope ,wes abcut 
4 -.500)  the rij1 ide of the helicop:.cr had to be facing the bill in order 
to use the hoist. I was unable to coo the survivor, but the copilot had bin 
in sight c,--4 hovered the helicopter down the slepo with the hoist operator and 

.?`,7 advising him at his position in. relation to the hillside and trees. 
Z.:cauvo the hover reference's wore on =,,,r aid°, I took the holicop4',,cr after we 
c..z.-ivod. over the survivor and hovered while the pick up wae being made. A.s 

we went into the hover we began tcl -Ing ground fire from several of the 
or so houzes at the baco of the ridge lino. During the pick up, the 6and's 
3.a:U a sraoke screen to our S1,7. to chiold tr:; from nearby .1:141 pozitions that 

h.::: been firing at them. They also strafed. the village. The high bird wan 1/3 
e -2 .a.U.o away on the north side of the ridge also tak4 ground fire. When 
the survivor w.c out of the trees, I applied mayi.mum power ar. ,.d did. a vertical 
=sent to the to of the ridge line. At this Lime the survivor was in the door 

we began accelerating and joined. with JG 60. Fr= our arrival at the ridgo 
a'.; 10251, until loavirz the area .of the survivor took three minl.tes. The 

Lhsr in. the SM. area was approx:ir..ately COCCI scattered to broken. The 
, -,:rahare and the A? did. an outstanding job of sunpress.ing the ground fire as 

did not te.ka a single hit the ontia-e day.. TL-e quick and accurate return 
of ground fire from both holicoptere, especially JG 60, accounted. for 15 Ka, 
ti:ree.denegcd trucks, approximately 40 to 50, 55 gallon. drums were left burning 
and several CCX:i on the train were damaged before Sandy 03 finizhed it off. 
2r..ia-ing the egress from. the pick up point to the mountain range about 15 MI 
zeuth 

 
of the Red River, we took ground fire f.rm.: the 10 or so villages that 

fired on. us on the ingress. , 1.b were unable to avoid flying over the villages 
ac the whole area ms heavily populated and. the ridge lines we followed in. and 
out were the only ones we could use. The guwaers spotted several tracks and 
two military: =pounds with which they traded fire. On the egress across the 
Ii iivcr, P4ncti 01..snottcd. L.a. train. that had stepped -edcactly at our crossing - 
peint -- -Ilhotra.in had sever-al guns menn.ted.:•on the cer s and these began to 

• wore close .behind the Sandie& 01,, 021. and. 04 
d,J4S .1, 	v.  .•  • 	all..aunners; return.ed the -: Lire, _ 	 _ 

‘'' 	 7.1---r—K,...6442:Iitiairti:tar.dy .03 ia,difie:ibarict-V 
. cx 	 .tur  :r. 	; 	 . 	,A,nezie Anct left gevi4r̀aii*" 

7 
'&13:411reeri 	•  ••••• 	 SAT , . oree. crossed the'lled-River Ve.110 s , 

MIG17. apiccct:Ched. and wan spottartily -4G 60. ErmAy 03. attacked the MIG and 
then ther  74711  brch.o .O.Wthef,er.gatencnt. AftC1-' m-ossing the Red. 9..iver, SAR 

;;;:o ....-cos started. inta t 	and received-  groura fire from three or four 
v. „1.- Tee._ . The. la force had cane dii.'ficulty in. navigating through the 9000+ 
mountains bocauce of low clouds inthe area. Both Jolly crews were nearing 
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fuel 1:hen they -.:arc mot by lang 22 tanker inside of North Vietnam. 
M GO aoticod an oil leak from ono of his engines and ho 

bsttlo 	'The Saaqs aecompanitd both Jolly ores to Ch 70, 
7 .1.:14ing at 1:323L. Upon inspection, M 60 did not comnUal the suspectcd battle 
clamazo. 

Lto follovinc areas urcro of importance in tho mission. 

1. Tho curvivor used. mirror to good aavantage.: 

2, reIT equipment will bo an oxtromolyimportant'essot in rukr SARespeciar.7 
in Nicht Recovery System. Tho Sen47 aircraft necd EL: as much as 

-t.Le Jollys. 

5. The Sanly pilots did tho usual fantastic job. 

14. Tho King aircraft came into NVflt to refuel tha Jollys. 

5. we loet contact with NIG. Cap at a: very critisal point in thz Si?. 

6. NO radio contact can. bo  enpocted with the SAP. forcer: when they aro north 
of ths 9C00+ mountain range in North Victn=2. 

• DISCO gavo valuable aid in.cornrnications and navigation. 
4 

The strike On the. Yos..Bal Airfield provented possiblo MIG rcactiaa the 
. and day. 

9. All Jolly Green croumemborapo...r.for...o-d in the finest tradition of Air Rescue. 

'1-if...ag Activity: 

Dot 4, 3 agGp„ 8 Sorties, 51.5 Noun= 
4C AREZqj  9 Sorti§c, 42.1 Eours g 
5t" St7j, S Sorties'' ,  4 pb” 7"."1 
432 TM,: 25 -  Sorties, 43: 

3 T1;, 2. SarOitirm4"..41Widurm) 
366 7:lig, 4s.6a.fiiiir, a:ct*IL-413' 

-8 	 8 scrfri43.2.a4iftia-41-  
iC Li 	

-..009MPwr.,Fm 
Aefusii.ng,tc=i1.7i-qhs.tcr... 
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