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OYSTER ØIB 1
41 

(3) At 1030L on I June, the NXP SARO was notified that 

radio contact had been made with Oyster 01 near Yen Bai Airfield 

in North Vietnam. A quick check revealed that no Oyster flights 

were flying that day, but an Oyster 01 had been lost on 10 May, 

21 days earlier0  At 1055L two Sandys and a set of Jolly Greens 

were launched from NXP. The SA.RCO began loading other A-is for 

possible use later, 

(3) Au the same tline, while on SAR orbit North of the ?DJ 

for a Linebacker mission, two Sandys heard King talking to the 

aircraft that had contact with Oyster 01, The Sandys got an 

initial heading from King and set a course, still not knowing 

the exact location of their objective nor his unique oirciin-

stances. Shortly. King passed the Sandys an authenticator ques-

tion* Disco passed the best known position of the survivor 

which was 90n a hill very close to Yen Ba! Airfield." The sur-

vivor had stated that he could see the airfield, Disco took 

over vector duties for the Sandys. 

(3) Just Southeast of Yen Bi the Sandys initiated radio 

contact with the survivor. The authenticator question was pro-

perly answered and the Sanc1ys knew then that they had a valid 

liii. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports, Also, see SA.RCO Report for Oyster 01B, 1 Jun 72, (Doc 34). For Oyster 01B's own story of his adventure, see 'The Evasion and Recovery of 
Oyster 01, Captain Roger Locher, 10 May-2 Jun 72,U Air Intel- 
ligence Review (S/NP), PACAIR 11-72 Special 3pine7__ ii Jul 
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objective. Anti-aircraft fire started, SkMs were fired, and 

the Sandys lost radio contact with the survivor. The Mig Cap 

reported that they had contact and that the survivor was Nroth 

of the Red River. The Sandys crossed the river and searched 

the hills but they never got near enough to the survivor for 

him to hear their engines, The Sandy-s' UHF/ADF were inopera-

tive and the Jolly Greens were getting low on fuel so the ef-

fort had to be abandoned for the day. All forces RTBec1, 

(&) Athorou'i debriefing of the Sandys revealed the 

nature of the ordnance that would be needed for the rescue 

attempt. Yen Bal would have to be struck as would GCI sites 

and AAA emplacements. Mig Cap was a necessity since at least 

one Mig had flown to within one mile of the SAR force. A fast 

FAC would be needed to determine the exact location of the 

survivor0  This FAC later aborted and on-scene resources were 

used to narrow down the survivor's position, 

(s) The SAR force took off from NXP the next morning 

with a well developed plan but still no exact location to fly 

to. Sandys 3 and It held with the Jolly Greens 25 miles South-

west of Yen BaI while Sandy-s 1 and 2 went into the area to 

search for Oyster 01 0  The Sandys crossed the Red River South-

east of Yen Bal and contacted the survivor on radio but he 

could not hear their engines. A search was begun at altitudes 

ranging from 2,000 to 3,000 feet. After about 15 minutes the 
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survivor stated that he was on a mountain to the North of the 

Sandys. The Sandys turned Northward but were forced to turn 

around because of the heavy AAA. They recrossed the river, 

joined up with Sandy-s 3 and 14 and the Jolly Greens, and went 

Northwest, using ridge lines South of the river as a mask. 

The force crossed the river 15  miles Northwest of Ten Bai and 

headed Southeast, again using ridge lines for masking. Two 

Sandys and. the Jolly Greens held North of the objective while 

the other two Sandys flew over the mountain to get an exact 

position on the survivor. Just as the Sandys crested the top 

of the mountain the survivor called that they were right over 

him. The survivor's signal mirror showed the Sandys his exact 

position. A fast mover smoke screen was dropped and a Jolly 

Green brought around for the pickup, 

(s) On egress, the SA.R force spotted a Mig, blew up a 

train, fired on several gun positions, and received heavy all 

arms fire from villages. The force RTBed to lJdorn for a jubi-

lant welcome. This SA.R received world wide coverage in the 

news media. 

CHICO 614  

(c) On 5  June, Chico 614 (an 0-2) was reported down from 

unknown causes 72 miles North of Siagon. Bien Hoa Sandys took 

1142. 1st SOS Historical Data Reports. Also, see SARCO 
Report for Chico 614, 5 Jun 72, (Doc 3). 
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other than  peak daylight hours, and were careful to conceal 

themcelves and their movements. They also were downed in 

areas where SR was able to operate. Another excellent 

example of long term evasion was a crewmember who evaded for 

22 days. Shot down in the hills northwest of Hanoi, he landed 

near a small village. Moving away from the landing and crash 

site, he found concealnent wang the vegetation on a hill-

side. Although a party of 80 to 100 villagers searched the 

area, he was not found. lie attrthuted his success in hiding 

from the search party to knowledge gained through hunting, 

e.g., that a well concealed, motionless figure was extremely 

difficult to spot. By moving away from the crash area he 

succeeded in placing himself outside the area of the most 

intensive search. He moved at dusk and dawn, when there was 

sufficient light to see where he was going, but still dark 

enough to conceal his movements. Almost every night of the 

22 day evasion, he made a leaf bed to sleep on and carefully 

dispersed the leaves the next morning. During rainy periods 

he obtained water by forming large leaves into funnels  

leading into a water bottle. At other times he tapped 

banana trees and obtained useable liquids. When tapping 

trees, he was careful to camouflage marks made so his presence 

in the area would remain unknown. Wrappings from anti-diarrhea 

tablets, peelings from fruit, etc., were. also carefully dis-

posed of. Water was a continuing problem, but the last few 
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days of evasion were spent near a creek. Eventually the lack 

of protein in his diet became his biggest problem and he 

began making plans to approach a hamlet to steal a chicken 

or goose. This plan was not carried out, however, because 

air strikes began occurring near his position. (During the 

period of evasion, he had moved some distance southward in 

an attempt to reach an area where SAR would be feasible). He 

also had kept his survival radio and carefully protected the 

batteries for use when he was sure of friendly air activity 

in the area. After contacting friendly aircraft, the evadee 

was recovered without further incident. 
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let SOS (MaJ Milner/2754) 

5UhJET: Sdt0 heport, 0yeter 0lF 

TO: 5th SOW (oo) 

I. -t 1030 local the Sarco was notified of voice cont.ct with 0-,ster 01 and 
of h16 approximate position near Yen _5ja airfield, NVN. After evaluation of 
the threat ne.r ts rportd position of the survivor Maj Milner, the SARCO, 
requested CBU-49, CF-52, tir Defense and hard ordnance (14K-82s). 

2. At 1048 Jack informed Maj Milner that a Disco (iC121) was near the ecence 
to vector the Sak forces to the area. Sandy 1 and 2 proceeded from a SlJR orbit 
to the 5d. are... 14j Miler requested fact FC's and permission to launch Sandy 

3 and 4. z3andy 3 and 4  lauiched at 1055  local. 

3. At 1055 local Jack wanted to know if VJ 1324 was a safe place to hold Jollys. 
Maj Milner consulted with Maj Cary Gamble and suggested a more favorable holding 
point nearer the survivors lcton. 

. t 1105 local icing confirmed that no Oyster 01 on the frg today. An oyster 
01 was shot down on 10 ay al..out the area of the Yen Bia airfield. This in-
formation was passed to Sandy 3. 

5. tit 1115 local Jack requested a refueling point for the Jollys and was passed 
1JH 634. 

6. it 1120 Maj Milner instructed that a 1.3 armament load be put on Hs and Js 
and 1.5 load on Es. Jack informed Maj Milner that Sandy 1 and 2 in 5A1, area at 
1127 1oc41. Maj Milner roqueeted Cystr 0113 he asked the questions and if )4I 
CF would he continoutly available. At 1135 king reports the questions have 
been asked nd that M1cr C.P is in the area. Sandy 1 has contact with the 
survivor. 

7. it 1138 the follow on crews are briefed and as A-IS come in co:nission, 
they are assigned to crews. 

8. At 1150 5Eu-CO notifid that 5 ,.i forces taking heavy ground fire and that 
'IGs in the area. At 1155 Jack reported that Sandy 1 was hit by a MI. and was 
i.Ting with Joliye. it 1210 Jack reporter.' Sandy 1 and 2 on the treetops heading 
for home and Jollys are not with them. 

9. At 1215 SICO recheckd with Jack to rn4ke sure Disco is proviing vectors 
for Sandy 1 and 2. itt 120 MaJ Milner asKed Jack to have Disco vector the 
Jollys and Sandy 3 and  4 to intercept Sandy 1 and 2 for a possible SR. tit 
1225 Jack reports that Sandy 1 was not hit by a MI('., whew what a relief. 

10. At 122 King reports survivor on til in vicinity of Yen Bia (survivor 
can see airfield). lit 1245 Sandy 1 psed to King a SAM firing from site near 
Yen Bia airfield and recommends tat .irf1e1d, nearby reeervoir, and SAM sites 
need to he destroyed before further Si forces are sent into area. R.eorts heavy 
accurate tno e A from vicinity of reservoir. 
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1!. t 1250 Jack :TPed all Si forrs. 1t 1255 Sandy 1 rportr1 that he did 
not get a good poiti"n on ti' curvivor. Caion flight was in are" and has a 
possible position. 

12. 1355-Jack wants ingress, eress and holding for Si'.. Good old Joker wants 
to try a lot light effort and wants to know what our plan of action will be. 
Joker wants to know what ordnance we need. 5RCO irifonnB Joker tht until he 
debriefs Sandy I no further ç1an5 will be formulat ed. S&RCO advises against lot 
light or furthrr effort unless a fart F4C can gt into the area and pinpoint 
survivor. Pending 1'.Lindy is reco iendations no further plans. 

13. At 1400 Jack called with the survivors pos-ible position from Calgon flight 
at VJ 975992. This Plots  out 5 ­lilav East of Yen Sia airfield and North of 
the ed iliver. 

14. Sandy I debrief- No definite position  of survivor but good radio contact. 
Sandy 1 questioriod survivor and recieved good answers. Sandy I reports the 
nearby are.s to be heavily populated. The defenses encountered StS t Yen 
Bia. MIne within 1 klick of the Jollys. Sandy 2 took a shot at a MIG. AA 
as fired at Sandy I nr'r the reservior. t 1430 Sandy 1 called Joker secure 

and debriefed him on all the information. Sndy 1 recommended destruction of 
Yen Sal airfield, reservoir darn rid OCI sites nearby. 

15. t 1500 a Top Secret teJ.ephone call from Joker with all the items requested 
by Maj Nilner. i-it 16,40 Jack said Fast FXn having no luck talking with sur-
vivor. Survivors transmissions are eftled. 

16. Planning was accomplished by the Sandys and Jollys for the SitR effort on 
2 June 72. Launch times were planned and crews eelected. Maj Milner finally 
got the ordnance request squred awy, b-c.use Ubon c.11ed and asked us what 
we really writed on our Fast ordnance. The 7th frag shop didn't give us what 
we wanted, bt Ubon knows enough to call us when they get a bad frug. 

17. 2 June 1972.  111 crews brief4d at 0500 local and launched on preplanried 
times. ftt 0925  local Jack reports Sandy I is departing holding point India for 
the survivors area. At 0930 local a Hi Test night reported talking with the 
srvivor and he is ok. They hal a visual on the eurvivor 10 miles east of Yen 
Bia. airfield. 

1. At 0951 the Sandys have contact with the survivor. t 1021 Jack reports 
Sandys have executed and are putting in ths Fast strike air. SACC requests 
that M10 CP remain in a.-ea. 

19, At 1055 Jack reports survivor on Jolly and 5J forces on y  to IJdorn. 

20. At 1300 loc..l Edndys requt to LTB Worn bscau.se  of law fuel state and 
poesible bt1" daiige to a Jolly. hequeot -ranted. 

21. iother sucessful S.d by Capt Ron Smith, Sandy I, Capt Roea Buchanai, 
Sandy 2, Maj Jim Harding, Sandy 3, and Lt Cal pill Latham, Sandy 4. 

- 

!) 
L 

D0WiL) P. M1LNF.i., Maj, USti 
31CO 
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June w very 34 month for the let SOS. No aircraft 

re shot d wn and one pilot was lost • The Sandye participated 

in sixteen J'tRz during which 14 airmen were rescued. There 

were no acc. lenta or incidents in June. 

Cr 17 Jn i Hobo 42/43 was striking near Kong Sedone when 

Hobo 42  (Ma' Eicinas) was shot down by 23ixsi or 3Wim fire. He 

wzs hit dur: ig a rocket pass and never pulled out. Maj Zeke 

Encina was leclared KIlt three days later. 

On 1 Jui Sandys O'/O2 (Capt Smith/Lt Herklotz) were on north 

crbit in U: Port of a linebacker mission when contact was an- 

t. bliohed %h Oyster 01B. Oyster 012 had been shot down on 10 

}''y and wa located on a mountain near Ton Bia airfield in North 

Vietnam. S nci,ye 01/02 immediately proceeded to the survivors 

area follow 
 I by two Jolly Greene. Upon reaching the red river 

Enci with YeL I3ai in sight the Sindya began a search for Oyster 

CB. The B idys determined his position to be north of the red 

rver near darn. They were forced to leave the area due to 

lavy iUL -t1 i.ig encounter, a S-2 firing, and low fuel. Sdys 

o1/o2/o3/o Capt Smith/Capt Buchanan/Maj Harding/Lt Col Latheta) 

w th two Jo y Greens, returned the next morning and made a success-

fl pick-up 

On 5 Jw Sandys O/C6 (Capt Throckrton/Lt Scott) were scram-

bled from B 'n Boa for Chico 64 (0-2). Chico 64 was down at 050/ 

7/73 in a r igged area but bad weather prevented an immediate 

pick-up. ' er several hours and one refueling, the Sadys 
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I & 2 June 72 

SUhJEGT: Sandy I and 2 (3r. Cyster 01 B) 

I • t 08201CL on 1 June sandy 1 and 2 were launched for an 
orbit north of the PIlL A strike was planned in NVN with a 
time on t@ret of 1000 to 10301!7L. A approximately 1020LCL 
Sandy I heard lisco calling on aircraft that had voice con-
tact with Oyster 01. Fecuse of the distances involved Bandy 
1 and 2 and the Jolly 01 tir'ed an approxinte heading to the 
survivor and proceeded towavd the area. 

2. King informed Sandy 1 that Oyster flight w not fragged 
but Oyster 01 had teen missing since 10 Nay 72. King passed 
me an cuthentic Ator qution for Oyster 01 Bravo who was the 
only one tlkihg on the urviva1 radio. 

3. Disco pu.sEed Sandy 1 an approthate position for the sur-
vivor. His position was said to be in the mountains very 
close to Yen F*i iLirfield. 

J. Sandy I & 2 proceeded directly to the area with the Jollys 
following. -indy I contacted the survivor on guard just 
southeast of Yen E&1. de correctly answered the authenticator 
question, and 'as directed to lijeltaTi channel by Sandy 1. 
After establishing contact on Delta" Sandy 1 ask him for any 
promiLlant ground refersncej in his area. He s4d that he was 
North east of a lake on the side of a mountain. At this 
point Sndy 1 sent Sandy 2 to rendevous with the Jollys and 
secure holdirg point south of the river in the mountains. 

5. The 1-4 MI, Cap hd a 5J4 launched at them from Yen Bai 
which hit one 4rcraft forcing them to RTB. Within 10 minutes 
2 more F-45 were on scene. 

6. A this point rdio contact w lost with the survivor. 
No contact could be esta11ished on guard or 222, Sandy 
2 advised Endy 1 that a IMJG 21 had made a sweep thru the 
formation of Jollys and ws headed tow-rd Sandy 1 • The M11 
exited the area without firing at thn BAR force. 

7. Calgone led (F-4 MIG Cap) stated that he herd Oyster 
01 13 and that he .as north of the Red riiver. 

8. Sandy 1 crossed the river to try and pinpoint the sur-
vivors location. After trolling for about 1 mm. I re-
esttblished cc=iunlcations with the survivor but he still did 
not hear me and my UHF/DF was mop. I located a lake that 
fit the survivore description of his area about 8 miles north 
oj' the zest  rLver. No £round fire o;eerved-f 





villages although nyTrie4' d.t low altitude. 
tB S•i.ndy I headed further n-rth tord the lake, iiAA came 
up from the ent corner of the dike. Sandy I evaded the 
AjtA and tegan he,.-ding south tow-rd the Jolly holding point. 

9. The Jollys - mre now 10 on fuel Lnd it WJS obvious that 
an ingress from the r.outh wd not possible i,i the near future. 
Sandy 1 directed the 5 forccs to 1.TiP and requested Clgorie 
flight try to find the survivors ex'ct loc.tion. 

10. The position pse by clne, lthough north of the 
lied iiver, w -  south of the area Sc1dy I thought he ws located, 

I • The forces [T1 to ch89. 

2 June 1972  

I. Sandy 1 - ('Apt. Ronald Smith 
Sandy 2 - pt Ross Buchanan 
Sandy 3 - aj Ja.'nes Hi.rding 
Sandy 4 - Lt/Col i1lian Lathw 

.t 0745LCL Sandys 1-4 launched to arrive in the SaR area at 
0930. Yen Eai Airf'ld w. to e hit at 0920 and wv were to 
have continuous 1.fl0, Can, Iron und, and a Fast oke and AJLk 

supresion flight for Sidy I to use a needed. 

2. Sandys 1-4 arrived at 'Indi point (aLout 25 miles south-
west of survivor) at 0915LCL1 Jolly 30 and £0 were 10 minutes 
out. 

3, The Fast FC ruetød to again confirm the survivors 
position aborted so Sandy 1 and 2 hd to cross the Red River 
and locate his position while 5ndy 3 and 4  escorted Jolly 30 
flight to "ulu point (Just south f the red River) 

4. iL.9 Sandy 1 and 2 a proachr the river we observed at least 
2 direct hits on Yen Rai Airfield. Cousin flight (i euppres-
sian) and pate flight (Smoke) wers briefed by Sandy 1 as we 
crossed the river. Contac t znide with the survivor on guard 
at O930LCL as e crossed the river southeast of Yen Llai. 

5. Sandy 1 and 2 went directly to the position plotted by 
C4gorie lead, iut the survivor still could not hear or see 
us. Sandy 01 told the survivor that he was going to ask 
ht'n a 1uetion nd fo hr to think it over eforeanswer- 
ing. Sandy Cl .zke1 h.L-i "what is k te?" the survivor said" 
a ;lce to drink beer", Sandy 01 aaidr,  a. place to drink what?", 
the survivor aAid "beerbeer", Sandy Cl eaiI 'it looks like 
you are the guy we are lookihg forri, the eurvivor said" you're 
damn right 1 a • From then on there was no doubt in Sandy 
Cl arid C21 s minds that we had a valid, authentic survivor. 
Neither Sandy 1 or 2 had n operational UHY/iJ)F so a visual 

2PCC -3C'QL WQ5- egun 

'er.  A. 
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6. Afttr Sandy I and 2 were di- 
rectly e.st of the reservoir where had fired the day be-
fore. The survivor st.ted that he c-u1d hur us crid was on 
the next rnountin to our north. lie also stated that the MI 
Cap w,-,s directly over his head and was engaging the enemy. 
*it least 2 tAii wepons from the enteni corner of the res'rvnir 
began firing at Sandy I and 2 forcing a turn southward. Sandy 
I described the target to Cousin flight and without marking 
the t.rget clered them in. Cousin flight did an Outstanding 
job on the dike, but on their last pass 2 more guns were ob-
served on a hill just east of the lake by Sandy 2. Sandy I 
eked Cousin to try to get more ordnance thru King for the 

remaining guns.. 

7. Sandy I now knew the survivors location and decided to in-
gress from the northwest using ridge lines for cover. I brief-
ed the survivor prior tn crossing the river to the southwest 
that we would be  coming from a different direction and to be 
ready with his radio, m.Uror, and flares. 

8. Sandy I and 2 rejoined with Jolly 30 flight and Sandy 3&4 
and headed north west in the hills southwest of the Red River. 
Sandy I and 2 were leading and trolling for ground fire fol-
lowed by Jolly 30 & 60 then Sandy 3 and  4  to roll in on any 
fire observed. d:out I5NI4 northwest of Yen Dai the SAR forces 
crossed the Red River. From this point to the survivor (about 
20 minutes) ground fire was taken from aluieeb every village. 
No F-4 flights could be raised by Sandy I on guard or 282.8 
so the primary S-IR force had to provide its own protection. 

9. at approximately 1O20LCL the St' forces reached the ridge 
line the survivor was on. Sandy I directed the Jollys and Sandy 
3 and 4 to hold on the northwest side of the mountain while 
Sandy I and 2 got an exact position on the survivor. e Sandy 
I and. 2 crested the ridge the survivor called on guard that 
we were flying over him and he Kit Sandy 2 with a mirror flash. 
He was about half way down the south east slope. Sandy 2 
began vectoring Jolly 30 over the ridge and Sandy I told 
Oyster 01 to ,pop" his smoke. 

10. Jolly 30 tried to use his KLf equipment but overshot the 
survivor. Sandy I told 30 to disregard his equipment and vol-
low Sandy 1 vectors. The Sandys dropped CB3-22 between the 
survivor and the hAA positions to the southeaet, t I028LCL 
Oyster 01 Eravo" was picked up. 

11. The eress w via approximately the sme route to the 
Red River. Tankd were sighted and a train destroyed during 
egress. A MIa was sighted by Sandy 3 but it did not attack 
the S-d forces. Small arms fire was again taken from the 
many Ueo and from the train. 
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12.1C55LCLc0fltt'4 Lfl !r.e with King who in- 

At
forrnd Sandy 1 )at 4ig Cap '.s enroute jind would be there 

in 10mm. )isCo in çrDVidd vect0r3 for grBS and King 

ci.rxe into NVN to refuel the Joflys. 

13. All 5R forces RT[3 to ch70 to check for d&nage and refuel. 

L 

R. SMiTH, C.pt, USF 
5ndy 1 

It. HK ~KWTZ, 1st Lt, 
Sandy 2 

r-. 
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1 Jun 1972 

SUEJEcT: Sandy 3 and 4  (Oyster 01t3) 

1. Siting Sandy alert with Sandy Cl and 02 on north orbit we were 
6crmbled at 105 for an F-4 downed y migs near Ten Bi in NYN. We took 
off and erircute lerned that the contact ws with call sign which went down 
on 10 Muy 19721 21 days earlier. 

2. Knowing that Sandy 01 nd 02 Vauld be hurting for fuel, we proceeded al-
most direct avoiding Sam ring in the"Fishes' mouth" by going directly over 
Pan Dan, no reation had ben reported from there lately and there was a 
broken cloud layer we were using for cover. 

3. North of Ban Ban we be-n talking to Disco getting vectors (which agreed 
with our T and ) figures) and also talking to the SJt force which reportedly 
wqs tungling with MigTs and getting shot up. Sndy 01 was in the survivorts 
area trying for a pinpoint and Sandy 02 was with the Jolly Green a khort 
distance away just south of the Red Liver. It was Sandy 02's undurstariding tha 
01 had been hit by Mig's and was in a bd way. We'Ve never heard so many 
people trying to talk on so many radios at the same time. Soon the Sar forces 
were reortd coming out at treetop level and contact with Sandy 01 had been 
lost. 

4. At this point we went to reciVa power and considered jettisoning the Lhfl-3 
Pods to incre.se  A10, but due to the posible mig encounters, kept them. 
We got another correction from Disco and kept pressing soon crossing the Black 
Rivsr. At this point Sandy 03 and 04 established radio contact with Sandy C/ 
who reported no "ig encounters but did report extremely heavy iki. 

5. .e kept pre-,;in into the area unable to get vectors or position from 
Disco due to radio traffic. Our plan w<.is to link up with the Jolly Green's 

Sandy 02 to hell) them cler the Mig threat before going on into the 
survivor's area. 

6. About 8 minutes before my rough estimated time of arrival at the Red 
Aver we came upon a broad valley and large river. Radios were still too 
jaimed to verify position or vectori to the Jolly Green's so we agreed 
they were r ehind us and turned 1P degrees over the river. 

71 Shortly after turning we #ot word from King that we were recalled and we 
advised them of our plan to escort the Jolly's allowing Sandy 02 to get 
together and ATE,, due to their low fuel state. King assisted in corn-
munic..tionB with the Jolly's and Sandy 02. another 10 minutes and we got 
visual contct, rejoined and released Sandy 01 and 02 to RTP. 

8. Our own h.TF and JC escort home ws normal. 

E 

L. 541Tli, iLt, 1F R. BrOWN Ill, ILt, USttF 
Sandy 3 sandy 4 
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fC .'2TAI S?CVALL AN!) CRFN  
T FOLCWXG SSAGE R1CVLD RO4 SECRETLX Oi J. 

i'GtC IS ?.ETRAN3MXTTD: QUME 
GR U1L ',,'rG  2ROM, &Ci.iTARY JN 

r;.si co;i isG.;r.. T• Tm'. s.i•c: scu 
?U.CE, AND E1CLY TO CPT;J. D'L Cr ::  7r nrnc.,o 

YCt TL SUCCESSFUL RS3CUE O C:2TL !CGE LCCI N; C!N 
S , NVN, SUCH ACTICiS T:-I HIc-:sT T?ITICNS OF T USAF 

ONCE AGAIN, ACE?'--' i-cc PZSCNA.L CGR&TOLTI0N5 TO YOth 
JO W. VGGT, GaBIUL  USAF 

j9322 



DATE TL' G1.CTT?; 040615Z. 

YRO 3AIUP 

TO; 40 RS/CC 

S.-fl.CT: vCSTR 01 L.vu 
1. .. :1I.-. TO S.f LU 

dT.PATE .N Th O\fl.tY 1 CTk_ .j. i.CCH rfiS 
DETn;:Iox, 31U.V2R AND FAiT IN RZSCLE WAS .!ADE WIT-4  A 
:-cERf THAT STIllED T AGrAriO: CF YCJE. THE OUTSTANDING 
PcYsIoXAL:sM DISPLAYED IX Th ?:IN::Nc, COORDiN...TICN D ECTJTION 
DY ThS 4IS5T0N WAS TRUELY INSPIRLcG. 
2, TO Th N Or TiE KIENG IIDS, TOUR 0002.DNATCN, DDL.TE 
:SpcNs Kxow-:w'.4 cNTui3rrED :•-.ES3LE 10 r:z succ:s 

ThiS MISSICN. SUTERLTrTES CONNOT .7ULLY DESCRI3E HOW IELL 
t J DID fOW JC. NY GkATUL T{ANS. 
3. 10 ThZXEN 01" Th. S.N.)YS, Y3U 3PAVY IN ThE -.CE UP ORJLmG 
Cs BCEY3 o E3ISM, ccu ;: ::TiG, DEvcTic ' ::c?:NEss :s ONCE 
AGAL FLJ) :COUF. - 7G1 STANDING N TI-!E OF ThCS OJ ":"POTS CT. 

4.. TO TiZ TN OF THE MCVS, 1071% GALLANTRY, CON III P.N D II7. 7  L2E3S 
TO PART IPAT CAVE Ri'SCtiL THE I> Ai DIr:Oi LiiEC NEED T' DO 
JOB, I WILL AT.WAYS jiOLD YOU TE HIG:sT :STE. 
5. TO ""HZ INTXCEE i, iiO WKED THE LCG HCtTRS •!H:c:i CIAVE SCtI 
'' "4%,'OLS IT NEEDED TO DO TU JOE. WO1.D OANNCT DESc Z T1 iIEPECT 
.'D I1TIa I FOR ALL OF YCJ. 
6. TO THi 55PPCiU' P1tSONEEL, WITHOUT WHOSE ssTZ:C SC 'J OOLD 
NOT HAVE TflJ.T]) 3O DE?LY INTO T- j.CKY! G ThL E:-'Z%--v AND 
SUCCStJLL LCED AGAINST TI',71, YOUT EFFC '4ILL XOT BE PORCOTTEX. 
7. TO T OF -iE JOLLY GiIX5, YOUR EXTMC•RDINAY EXPLOITS 
riLCT THE VALOR, PROWESS AND StJ?RLA111111 COt?Z.:GE L F'.i.2ILL:aG 
HOUt :IGST IURPO. THE P2SCtJZ OF A HUMAN L1PE, YCI.T XEVZ 
CAS: TO ASTONISH BY YOUR CAPIBILITY AND I STAND SECCD CNL 
TO C;2TAIN zoc:-n n >ii BEGAD 'C•a YCL 
3. 50, i,.GA2T iIT ME ADD XY PRAIEES 70 T xAY YOU WILL ?CEWE, 
Y HAT IS OFF TO ALL OF YOU FOR.; :ON:zCT TOE. 

#2139 



(..-.1 believe that it is a definite morale factor 
that every person that flew over here felt that if he 
was to go down that there was some chance he would be 
rescued. However, I feel also that there was a tendency 
on the part of the aircrews to expect that they must 
be rescued above the requirements of the battle situa-
tion at any one time and as airmen or soldiers or 
sailors we should expect that there are times when 
as one person we must be sacrificed for the overall 

(C..Part of this controversy suggested that survivors must accept 

additional burdens during extended SAR missions. Maximum use of BE pro-

cedures was a must. Downed crewriiembers could not expect to be rescued in 

a short period of time if they were in a hostile environment. They would 
116 

have to empiuy the techniques taught in survival school. 

(U) Oyster 01. flying an F-4 (call sign Oyster 01) on 10 May 1972, 

Major Robert A. Lodge and Captain Robert C. Locher shot down their third 

MuG. Shortly thereafter, they were shot down by another MIG approximately 

40 miles west of Hanoi. Although the pilot, Major Lodge, was never recovered, 

Captain Locher, the weapons system operator, was rescued after 23 days of 

BE in North Vietnam. During the E&E, Captain Locher subsisted on fruits, 

117 
nuts, berries, and an ample supply of water. Captain Locher stated: 

(U) One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It didn't 
have any bananas on it, but remembered I could. get 
water out of it. Just before evening I stuck a hole 
in it and got myself three pints of good banana water. 

He was also able to obtain various vegetables by raiding native gardens. 

Captain Locher continually changed his position in search of cover, food, 

and water. He moved a total of 15 miles, but he was unable to make contact 

with any U.S. aircraft. On 1 June, Captain Locher heard U.S. airplanes 

conducting bombing missions. He knew that when the bombing ended, the 

40 
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planes would egress the target area, and he right he able to contact them. 

He successfully made radio contact, and a search and rescue operation was 

initiated. However, the first SAR attempt was driven off by MIGs. 

(U) The next day a SARTF consisting of Jolly Greens from the 40th 

ARRSq, HC-130 King aircraft, and A-i Sandys from the 56th SOW, covered 

by F-4 Phantoms and F-lOS Thunderchiefs, began the second SAR attempt. 

Heavy ground fire was encountered on the way to and from the rescue area 

which was located deep within the NVN heartland. With the Jolly Greens 

orbiting, the Sandys made several passes over the area. They then led 

a Jolly Green commanded by Captain Dale E. Stovall to a position over 

Captain Locher. Automatic weapon fire erupted from a nearby building, 

but was silenced by the miniguns on the Jolly Green. The flight engineer 

lowered the jungle penetrator and Captain Locher climbed on. Captain 

Locher stated, "It sure is a good feeling to get that penetrator, strap 
118 

it on, give them a thunbs-up and hang on." Captain Locher was brought 

on board and the helicopter began the long trip home. 

(U) During the return trip, the task force encountered enemy fire 

from villages, trucks, and a train. One A-I Sandy from the 1st Special 

Operations Squadron (SOS) of the 56th SOW, attacked the train using bombs, 
119 

20mm cannons, and rockets. The pilot stated that: 

(U) There was a pretty good gunner firing tracers up 
on either side of me as I went in. I finally put two 
rockets into the engine and the steam shot up about 
3D0 feet. It was a beautiful sight. 

Other Sandys made passes along the train and left all of the cars burning 

or destroyed. 
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Dot 4 3.JGp 1it,j - 30 Jun 72 

nhx 11 

in which D€t 4 has i-tcipati 

MISSION DATE SAV15  

SP!CTRE All 2 Apr 
BAT 21 2Apr 
BLUE GHO? 39 2 Apr'' 
BLUE GHOST 28 2 Apr 
PAVE NA1t: 334 3 Apr 
VAMPIRE 46 4 AI 
JOLI.X GBTh 67 6 Apr 
COVET 282 7 Apr 
BXiAL 502 9 Apr 
wsxz'r 01 9 Apr  
(S(IC 16 20 Apr 

IR 50 22 Apr 
5GPIAJ 115 29 Apr 
COACHMAN 22 29 Apr 
FM HAI 6 29 Apr 
IM4 04 11 May 
QOfifflOt 11 May 

15 mbst 

2 c&t 
1 t• 
1 at 

2 otM 

1 
a 

4. cc*at 
4 

a 

BOWLED 02 20 May I ót 
\OWLt4 23 Ha a 

OYSTER 01 1 Jun 1 
LOVE 03 1 Jun 2 cdmkbvt  
RITAOT 13 Jun — 

cathy airlines convair 880 15 Jun — 

s'rz ii 18 Jun 3 
)BO-42 18 Jun — 

SAM 7 20 Jun 1 sSb. 
IICIL 102 20 Jun 1 
W?LO3 21 Jtm 
5ALmO4 24 Jun 
C&$PPLIWA SKY 24 Jun 
CRAPPAIAWA NOW 24 Jun 
LUaGT03 24 Jun 
LLMO 25 Jun 
OOLT 01 27 Jun 
TT 04 27 Jun 
YAL? 03 27 Jun I 
TAI 04 27 Jun 1 4WAbll  
cl7W 27 30 Jtm t 



40th AR 5q H iit.cry I •\'i1 - 30 June I972 26 

Combat Save  

NWBR 33RVIVR DATE MI3SI0M 

155 Ct 24artin J. Jacobs 9 A 72 Musket 01 

156 Ct 'itl I iam M. 3anks 9 Apr 72 Muaket 01 

157 4aj Clyde Smith 13 Apr 72 Bengal 505 

158 1. Lt S. Clark 23 Apr 72 Cosmic 16 

159 1 Lt Jcth D. Markle 20 May 72 3owleg 02 

160 C41t Roger C. Locher 2 Jun 72 Oyst er 01 

161 C- Jam Davis 21 Jun 72 Aickal. 12 

162 MaJ Robert Miller 27 Jun 72 7a1t 03 

163 55gt Charlea D. McGrath 27 Jun 72 Jolly Grn 73 

164 C,t Lyrzi A. A4ni 27 Jun 72 Valerit 04 

Non Combat Saves 

189 Un1cn 13 4r 72 3-3-032 

190 Lt Namy 8 Jun 72 9-3-52 

Miica.l 'vacuatias 

25 Unkncmn 2 Air 72 

26 23 May 72 3-3-042 Unlaimm 

27 Unknc.ti 24 4ay 72 9-3-043 

28 Unknow n 4 Jun 72 _3_050 



Tc: RObeT:t. LaPointe", rapointc 
rom: 17,or% 0oodert ', llTFRKET:dgoc.dietcyberhigbway.net 

DaLe: 2/:L7.99, 720 FM 
Be: O''st.er OiB SAP 

Sender: dgocdet:cyberhighway.ner 
P.eceivo.c.: from popi....yberhighway.r,et pop1.cyberhighway.no :209,161.0.35: 

by l'il-img5.comcu9er7,re.corn :s.2.6j8.a.5/2.lB WiLl: SMTP Id X!14G77 
for <rpo:ec1ipuser\re.com>; Wed, 7 Feb 1599 23:20:22 -05CC I ES711  

Received.: qn.a -_l 26033 invoked from :ietworkt; 17 Feb 1993 2:17:14 -0700 
Received: rrciri ts9-42.boi.cyberhiqhway.net  HELO r.good) (209,161.10.151: 

by popl.cyberhiohwayzle: with SMTP; 17 Fe 1999 2:17:94 -07C0 
'1ensage-ID; 0C2701be5af4$b20a6ba0$b50aa1d1.nqood> 
From Don 000dletL ' <dgoodleticyberhicjhway. nets 
TO: 'Robert LaPoinLe <r1-aDointecompuserve.com  
Subject: Oyster OlE SAR 
Date: Wed 17 Feb 1999 2.:09:44 -0700 
MIME-VerGior.: 1.0 
Content-Type: rnultipart/ir:ixed; 

boundaLy='- ------NextParL 000 0022 O1BE5AB9.D5792P40  11 

X-Pr0ori:y; I 
X-MSMai1-Pyicrltv: Norra1 
X-Ma:ler: icrosoft Outlook Express 4.72.3110.: 
X-M:r.eC:LE: ?rcduced By Microsoft. MimeOi.E V4.723110.3 

Bob: 

Boot: oreu's qt Silver Stars. This was first use of ELF locatiar,  system. Vale Stovall o 

Don 

I 



CITATION TO ACCOMPA14Y THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

TO 

DONALD H. GoODLrI, JR. 

Staff Sergeant Donald H. Goodlett, Jr. distinguished hielf by gallantry in 
connection with military operations against an opposing armed force in South-
east Asia on 2 June 1972. On that date, Sergeant Goodlett, a Pararescue 
Recovery Technician on an HH-530 rescue helicopter, voluntarily penetrated 
deep into an extremely hostile and heavily defended area of North Vietnam 
to assist in the recovery of a downed American airman. At great risk to his  
own life, he vii  11 igly  exposed hlmRelf to hostile ground forces while manning 
his minigun position. Sergeant Good.latt' s superior 01 11  in suppressing the 
growidfire being directed at his vulnerable aircraft was instrumental in the 
successful completion of this hazardous rescue. By his gallantry and devotion 
to duty Sergeant Goodlett has reflected great credit upon Mm.qeif  and the 
United States Air Force, 



]MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND NOMINEE 

FOR 

THE KITTY HAWK MEMORIAL AWARD 

CAPTAIN DALE E STOVALL 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA, 

Captain Dale E. Stovail is a 29-year old native of ToppeniAh, Washington. He 

grdticted and received his commission from the United sates Air Force Academy 

In 1087. While at the Academy, Csptnin Stovall served on the Cadet Group staff and 

made the Super I ntendent's list for academic and military excellence. He was a 3-"sr 

Letterc:nn in track, qualifying for the 193 AU-American Indoor Track Team.. 

Upon completion of jilot training in 1068, CaptaIn Stovall flew the C-141 Stnrlifter 

for the Military Airlift Command. In 1970, he transitioned to the HH-53C "per 

Jolly Green Gina" helicopter and was assigned to Patrick AFB, Florida, where he 

flew on the Launch Site Recovery Team for Apollo 14 and Apollo 15 space flights. 

In January of 1072, Captain stovail was assigned to the 40th Aerospace Rescue and 

fleoovery Squadron, Nakhon %anotn AFB, Thailand, is a Rescue helicopter pilot. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

Cart2ln Dale St,,sfl compiled one of the finest combat records in Sbutheazt Asia 

as an clrcrztft coninan1ar of an HH-53C tSer Jolly Green Giant" Rescue helicopter. 

113 decorations iiclie the Air Force Cross (the nation's second hst decoration), 

t'o Silvor Stars. and two D(sttngulshed Flying Crosses. He made 12 combat saves 

of do-,:r=d airorewrnn tiring his year tour, cme of the highest individual saves totaid 

by one r2mt. Captain Stovall flew on  18 actual combat rescue missions, inclndIn 

fire Into North Vietnam, and led t'v of the deepest nstrations into North Vietnam, 

north of He t, ever attempted by a rescue crew. Two missions in particu1r, for 

wiilch he vma cardcd the Air Force Croci and the Silver mar, b1hU.ght the hraver' 

and ditarm1w0cm of Captain Stovall In rescuing dowwd airmen from, certain capture 

ordcath. 

02 the first of June 1972, CaptaIn Stovall was flying the lead helicopter on a 
precrtionry reeue orbit in northzrn Loe when he received word that an 

AtnrIcn airmnn. Cptaln Roder Locher, hid radIoed from deep in North Vietnam 

he cl Lon cm the grcund s1ee t15 tenth of May, 22 days hefore, when he 

wni aot dovn by a MIG alrcrnft. Althcn.h the rescue fame felt that it was a 

to lure the slow moving helicopters lt!to a trap, they elected to proceed into 

North Vietnam. After fly1tg 110 m1le Into North VIstnatn, the rescue (oroe of 

two btloptern and to A-1H  "y aircraft stopped at the ee of the famed 



-led River, just eight miles from North Vietnam's Yen l3at Alrfteld that based 
over 70 MiCa. At that time, the enemy reacted with numerous surface-to-air 
mlaitles (SAMe), antiaircraft and small arms fire. Lcause of the enemy 
rorctlon and confuaing directions given by Captain Locher, the rescue force 
was unth1e to locate Captain Locber. During 45 minutes of searching, the two 
!IJo117 Green Giant" hel!c0pter9 were twice attacked by a MIG-21 Jet fighter, 
but the rescue force only terminated the search efforts when they had reached 
critically low fel level. 

The following day, Captain Stovall lead an all-volunteer mission back Into 
North Vietnam on a second atten1r,t. Thin time the rescue force of two "Jolly 
Green Giant" bei1ooers and four A-li-I Sky Raiders was supported by dozens - 

of other aircraft. After reachfug the Red River Valley, the rescue force again 
ws aabjacted to violent snowy reaction, but after locating the downed airman, 
they elected to continue and press deeper into North Vietnam across the Red 
River Valley. This placed the M1G airfield between themselves and safety. 
Ths reie'e force had proceeded 130 miles into North Vietnam, Just 30 miles 
north of Hanoi. Just prior to oroasing the Red River Valley, the rescue force 
lecrd that their fighter protection against IItG aircraft had to leave because 
of lci fuel. At this point, Ceptain Stovall, the aircraft commander In the 
heilooçer that was to cite mpt the pick up, had the choice to continue or turn 
hack. He ImedLately radioed that he wld not turn back without the smrvIvor. 

A2th the rescue force was still Mapiclous that they might be entering 
an enemy trup, Captain SIOVa1I faced the task of hovering the big helicopter 
p3rfeet17 still while the downed airman was hoisted aboard. After spotting 
Cetn Loobar's alguel smoke, Captain Stovall expertly flew his helicopter 
Irfto !t hover over the rv1vor, as he had previously done for nine other downed 
airmen in hostile arms. A stream of rte fire erupted from a nearby village 
toz,.rd the ct!=16 helicopter. Ca$in Stoynfi continued to hold his hover 
and Cive directions to the A-1H Sky Raiders to strike the enemy gun poaftlocw 

J3 hl9 own heliccpter crewmen returid the fire. 

F'ollcmrin Me soeaaful pick up, a MIG--17 jet flger attacked the rate 
force as they wern croasicg the Red River Valley. Ty were able to evade It 

'dil as the aztfzireraft guns that were directed at the  low flying rescue force. 
Air I hours nrd 45 MitMes in North Vit!1am, Captain Stov-all and his force 
rcd the relative safety of northern Laos, completing one of the epic rcscs 
e7 t2, Vtetn.iri conflict. Captain Rodger I.00her had evaded capture for 23 days, 
nrd his, rec=e was thn second deepest penetration into North Vietnam by a 
rcct helicopter. 
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1972 (cont) 

1 May 72 Evacuation of Quang Tn. The 3d ARR Group evacuated 132 persons 

from the citadel in the besieged city of Quang Tri to Da Nang, 

Vietnam. Five HH-3s of the 37th ARR Squadron were used for this 

mission. No one was injured, despite the nearby presence of 

enemy forces. Staff Sergeant Robert L. LaPointe, a pararescue-

man in the first HH-53, silenced enemy snipers with a mini-gun. 

When the plane landed, Sergeant LaPointe organized the evacuees 

and maintained ground control Until the second HH-53 departed. 

ii May 72 General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, directed that the 

rrission of ARRS be primarily oriented toward combat rescue 

options. 

1 Jun- 
2 Jun 72 

The 3d ARR Group, augmented by A-Is and other forces, rescued 

Captain Roger C. Locher, who had lost his F-4 over North Vietnam 

on 10 May and had evaded capture for 23 days. Captain Dale E. 

Stovall, 40th ARR Squadron, and his HH-53 crew successfully 

evacuated Captain Locher on 2 June. New electronic locator 

finder ELF) equipment aided in the success of this operation. 

27 Jun 72 Captain Stovall, 40th ARR Squadron, again flew deep into North 

Vietnam to rescue two downed airmen. After another HH-53 was 

forced to withdraw from the rescue site due to enemy fire, 

Captain Stovall's crew descended and retrieved the two survivors. 

The second HH-53 received more than 16 hits during the engage-

ment., and several personnel aboard both HH-535 were wounded. 

Later, Captain Dale E. Stovall and Staff Sergeant Charles D. 

McGrath (pararescuernan) were awarded the Air Force Cross. 

6 Oct 72 General John D. Ryan, USAF Chief of Staff, ordered a sizeable 

reduction in the number of ARRS local base rescue elements and 

detachments during Fiscal Year 1973. 

Oct- 
Nov 72 

2 Dec- 
3 Dec 72 

The 71st ARR Squadron joined with elements of other agencies in 

the search for House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, Congressman Nick 

Begich, and two other men, who disappeared in Alaska during a 

flight between Anchorage and Juneau. Despite a 40-day search, 

no trace was found. 

Three HC-130s and two UH-'3s from the 31st ARR Squadron hoisted 

29 Philippine sailors and one pet orangutan from lifcboats after 

their logging ship, the San Martin, sank about 500 miles east 

northeast from the Island of Luzon. Twenty-nine plus saves. 

21 Dec 72 The 40th ARR Squadron performed its first night combat recovery 

in 50utieast Asia by an HH-53 using a new Night Recovery system. 
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CCTIVL: Ztcce rcovcr or 0yst-er 01 B.raro, Cant floger C. Lecher, USAF, 
'hot do or, 10 May 1972, 10 24  oat of Yea B_-4  Airfield, North Vietnam. 

c 3v0r0a by JoU' Goc  30 = 2.. J.rno 1972. 

;i 23., 22 ani 27; &rnyz 1 through 4 (both days); 
J2y rcn' 7. 

c:c This is the r.i±on ziarative on the two day $ for 
- 01. La aircraftcorz'.dc for Jo11r 0roc 3 and JollyQ'oon 30, 1 was  

i. :c beth dr4r. rZe uncc at 080L for oa orbit roint in North Contra). 
in mappoe. of I bacor Miion. iic at our orbit point we overheard - 

traffic that a bocicr and voice contact ht boen establichod with a dona 
- c  zmv r.cxiibor. - I var. low bird. in 3o1 1y Green 57 and Joily C-rcen 30 vmz high 

We iodmntoly ircccodod toward the oneral aroa of the strvivor as pa330d 
by'Xin:,: Lo t.oro foflowiag the tndr (Als) but fell behind 

ruo of their hLhcr nir soocL Tho zraviaatiom frea our orbit paint until 
the Black Uvar n .VIII wao vz.ry difficult. The terrain was 11 very 

and all the =euntaine wore the zam heibt. Ao we atprozched the Mack 
o ;cro able to locate our p0o!.t13n. At this tine we boran to pass over 

-r v lrgos but did cc any araamll  fo.' Wa ci±nbed to 7000' Ma to get. over 
c Lctwc= two 9030'+ nontainz and found. our uay blocked by cloud on the 

te ac1 in the s,' 1e of the ouataias. We de1circd to the south and at this 
tin-  JTG 30, whicIx had the LF aear oa board, pickd UD the srvior and Sandy 01 
c'. Using tho cc-114 we wore able,  trith directioni frort JO 30 

to a low ridge line about four =ilaa from the.ad River. At the . 

bccz Of this ridgó wan a villaCo and every va).ley we crccd both days ws.c 
c i.t4 ez wall az,  =oay of tho !il1 cidea. We wora holding for about two 
ninuti wbcr. Canc!r 0I who had boon in. conatant tact-vt.h u, rhted-a 
&.' t. t 'a f_rui atjd. iit a 1-4. m Ca f1yinf ovcrread. Sy 01 a&Usd. 
c ta the -4  Lac1oaa direct kt. and vaa co-ig dori but tho F-4 pilot 
ac a16 to ty o a. onrofloci YitT  out oljnr fldorn 
nth QLwas toinr- hzy Lr froitha flat  aouidL the Red. Riv 

11. aizg tràtibI Zchtf. (2yetcr 01, JG 30 attoapfr 
tl'e EL cvzi to'ibcnte the orJ30 did got a cod lock on and 
to13O 30 to teize aver the low postton ae he would avo t1e only chance to 
fLnd the --vor if, i.ade arm attctapt as the2  Car4yz were drawing heavy AA.. 
Jzt as wo wore chamnrir load a. I.-21 =--do a. high speed mss on. is • He made 
a c-uartcrin pass on ZG )0 out for ona reazo.a did act fii... Sandy 02 called. 

::o out and save us sore tire to start a brez3k. I broke doun. and rqUod 
out at 1001  0L over the v and flow up a. c.creae the valley from the 







L. ..s : was crossing t.o va11cr I oi o ?:G fjjauoq  from no 
-.: u: ;cJ.lcy ut 5Cc' X.L. I cai2..d JG 0 to co i' ho o1:' 
.id I o.24 jci.n li.z so that tho n2ci cou..i iva us bottor covor. }b 

i::1 =zmaL=d ca, tho northorn ido of tho vallay. Sandy 01 had ruc to cur 
:; t.ios. an  w.s c 1  nj or noro IG Car. to minutes aftor wo had 

cinod, thoM- or M or anothor Mai agair. nde a pa-s on us • JO 30 ehich was 
I about 300 yards to the NW of =y positioa was again t target but 
n].thcug1 the KZG got into hiz 6 &o1oc, the-11= did not f Ira. At this point 
wo WO1O eli, tho 4.ys and .ToU, low on fuoL and had not boon rtblo to sight 

survivor. La boan to exit tho ama. 0u.' oldii point was about 7  IM M 
c Tsn Lai irfio1d, IlM.I. Although, c did not see any erourA fire, we were 
rbc.b1y ta1un sll orns fire fran the vlas but our preocmipaticn with 

:I rob1y caused us to io It. iccc.uze of thc zu ivor's parent 
the Sanyu and jsolE thculit it mi-tt be a trap and tnt the iurvivor 

bccn forced into c,074ra the ifozcoz. I did not quit balioving it was 
a -a until Oyster 01 got on tho 1enotrator tho rx=t day. King 27 riot the 
J :llya in the northern part of Laoe at 102. on te 034 radial of Oh 119,  at thia 
tics .boi Jollya had reached a critical fu1 state =d both aircraft had low fuel 
c.tIon ligbtc. ilo c.ir rcfuelin with iunc 27, we flow to the west and ended 
n bout S t fren the RChjflo oc.d" to thc N cf Luan Prabang, Laos • I do not 

k the King birds have cnou:h intli:oncc lzf o=_ation on tie gun position in 
tho &rre3. Roll uxoa as he waz goiu.t to tako us cver the gun position near Lueng 

but was afraid to fly town-rd Lirs 16 (Van; Viciig) which was our no=,  al 
-CCJejing 33int. .thiay, we bad difficulty locat.n our position in the weather, 

Wore uauy thundarctor= and b .ld.tvs in the area. kt'tor we were able to 
in 01 119 us had. no further difficulty in rtturnung to NiP. The firet day 

we landed at 15351. at N1P after M30 had made an emorer1cy landing 7  M INV of 
.L1 duo to an engine problcn.. iftor considerable discussion of the threats 

tho Cozuiier decided to continua with the I? attsipt CA a voluntarily 
• That night we did. oz+.cnsive flight planning with the endy pilots. The 

c. is and aircraft were &ret for the second. day. Qily m1colf and. the Flight 
Z:inocr r.niauncd fr= tlio. first dsr' a crow of JG 57. That night with a naiium 
effort frcia tb.a 40t]f4LTtR& Mslntanancá, JG 30 wa repaired in the field inwhich- 
It had 1andá, flen back to and was ready fcr my crew the next morning at 
00 The reason ó1cncd. tG.3C.ias to make the I' erniiont avrAiible eu 
tat Xo bird.. IY.o tqthebo winç man, JG 531  '1- had to,vait foz; 

-ara •  '  cat and wj2235 s ts el'. h chrifcd flight plan to reach the  
finatI4ung o±ntt 0930L. &bemaceup 30 o1ie 35 ira te br ; 
flyiv IoitE hIh por ttLut3s ' ac'c excellent navigaton end eIort' 
cnt - utód ly ty copilot. 'Not oñI.y did rep1an our flight  path to-  make up 
for lot tze, was able to point our position all day long using uisaL 
LZ'..D frc low altitude anct dà'ad rochor as our doppler was inoperative'. 
JG 57-  who had Iaunczcd. with.  JU 60 £e].lowcd no to the uorrnl holding point for the 
U=ba~ket orbit and acted as backup. iCing 21 refueled all tiirea jollys north 
c:' the 1J. The s had taken oif o.ftor the Jc1 and had f1on the more 
circct route to the east of the PDr. Dus to the low clouds in northern Laos, 







ccc:c tho 1ack .ivr on tao outhern c;c of the 9C0+r.Vz-,j-Lai rj  
- j,r fa: 4  ' i .h tho :ut anti ny copilot.' , cco11nt 

ion c r.e to ;ay at 1o: a1t.tu.io  o that tao NV1 LtCI rari  would 
LC Ut) 11011YO. T.*O woro couth of the hold.inpoint (India) in the 

.ountaian but I had an e::cellont E12 location both tha -ivcr and Sandy 01, 
.o I called sandy 03 & 04 and told than I ;otLld join up with then at the final 
holding point (zulu) at 0945L. The point I chco to hold at was the same 
one I had u-sed the day before and was about 3 !M east of the planned holftl'ig 
jint. I d.cciezi to uoc it bccnuoo of tao 010ud3 that were laying on the ridge 
to giva uo cover if attach-.d by With the clouds Oti the rdo lino, I 
couLL 210W up to 20 K pop ahovo the rid to ct an LIt pooition on tho 

The zrvivar wno on a hill 15 t fr-= my t)o 4 tion -d directly in 
Li:o of oi- ht facia- me; thcrcaro, I had a vcrr trozc ELF sina1. From this 
I thouj,ht the urwiver '.n only oiht iz1 2cs awiy juot aerco the £d River on a 

a11 bill1. I car.rot cay cticuh ah-cut Candy 01, C pt iOri Snith, without him 
the 3!J. effort would have not been cscfu:L. Sandy 01 and 02 were tok.tng 
very heav7 and accurate ALA fire fran a dam directly between my pohiticri and the 
c:vjvr, Candy 01 callod. a F-4 strike that cckod out moat of the guns and 

a large £ira irrnin all the tirao we were in the area. I .tantcd to make a 
lotr level high. Zpcod run in acroz the flat land. along the Rod iver but Sandy 
. boated tao rer at 095L and naviced me that it was 15 YL to the 

a itien of 21152 1050Cc end. I would not be able to et past the 
n ccitcnz. sandy 01 then directed a move to point Oscar, a holding point 

t-a the aoth;;et of Yen Cal, north of the Red 11ivor. 'dith 5dy 01 and 02 in 
front anti Sendr 03 and 04 behind, G 30 and 60 preceded very,  low level through 
no hills ne;c to Yen. Eai to the crossing Toin. Lt one point wore were about 

fur ri..lcs from lea Bai airfield but Sandy 01 had i:eri a strike hit the field 
'lier in the &iy, - It =i.zt have boon good as we only saw one MIG that day- 

lu 

 
ut before we croocd tho Red. River 10 !i nor west of Yen 3a1 we tech fire 

iron the area of a. orrad .tbitary trtici:. Boiorc wo crosscd the Red River, 
Ci called the MIG Cap on guard and the AXI Ca- frucncy but was unable 

to raice anycec - t this tine iag 21 informed us that we dida't have a MI 
Ctp as thoy were OIL the trhcra. It was not cn;il we had picked up the 

and were, bac' acrosa- tan Red.. River that a 11M Cap arrived, in the. area... 
If thro was a MCh.n in tha area, waworo uaehbo tora.tae then on. ay •. 

Zrequecj.. Fro11a. RcdT Bivcr to tbnrvivor end back, both Jol1y toa 
rouad far nost every .--IlIwfzdM becawa JG 60 was a littia,,b - 

3, JG 60 rcIt moot of the groun Beth PJs and. tite r1 - 

tha A? ma, ZbC~Aircctod. oupp &1a1n ktzt fire. on. all ___ et± fXCd. 
at citner heliCOptOrI.'' -Ia f1c7c.t 50' to. 500' AflL to stay below the raa 
cf the two ifter Yen Ba d. to 'ovemt any MICa from soigtha Yô13 
The ys, 'yTi1701  ware flying wcU above U3, exposed. to both the M ar.d  
IG throat. - A dncc.rcd tlie ridge -that the survivor was on, aridy 01 want -. 

ahead and re-ectablizhcd contact with the survivor. Eecrnie the survivor was 
vs oa the opposite cidje of a 1650' ridge and could riot hear tha helicopters or-
alBo, he t;nc riot an on his radio and we did no have any ELF indications until 
t;i popped over the ridge and the survivor cane up on the radio. The high bird 
0 60 held on the north 5,idc, of the ridge as the Sendys could not have loft 11t 

along the way with. the MIG threat. fleceuc3 I uris still riot cure we were not 

' - .5.... 
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t.;i, I
' arourd 2.$3 XTS o.0 I ci'io ovcr tho rdc, I rot La 

Lr trncd iii tho octi of thi curvi':o.' and 3t.rtod to 
r 1' ' '-' ...c o.k. acc .. copilot rtd tho 

cjcr-i ircr, w4ic1i Vlo zouz-vivo-r ±LL also u.cd to iial the  
4_tt goi uccec. I turnod around and flew north back alloag the 

:td until we aii pacI o'ar the survivor.. B3cauz0 tho aloo was abcut 
th ri1 icic of tho ho1icop.cr  had to to facing tho 1T  11in ordai 

uco the hoiat. I was uncb2.o to coo the siu'iivor, but the copilot he.d hi=  
i. ziht cr4 hoorcd. the helicopter do the 1c13 with the hoist operator and 

X }j1 of his position in relation to the hifluLdj and too. 
cutto too ho'rcr roferuncoz wore on zq aide, I tool: tho helicotcr after wo 

L:rjvocI over the i.a'vivor cd hovorod whilo t6.3 pickup :a bclag nc.de. As 
wo tjert into the hover i-TO ben tel:ing, ground fLro frc.i veral of the 

O o houcoz at the baco of tho -rid;-,c lino. Durin the pici: up, tho ry 
1aic. a ozc scrocu to our ZU,  to chlold u from ncary Vul pczit..ons that 
iion firing at then. They also ctrnf the VilLLC3. The high bird ims 1/3 

: a .U.c ay on the north cdr of th ridje ai o t d-4  ig  ground fire. Whert 
-the ou.rvivor w.c out of the trees, I applied maTimm powor and did a vertical 
.tt to the top of the ride Ii. Lt ti5 Lice the curvlvor ms in the door 

beg= lcrating and jn  nDI!  with JG 60. From our arrival at the ridgo 
n 1025L urtil loavin the area. of the urvir tool: three nintc • The 

aLhcr in the S. area was a ror!rtclj O0G' scattcred to br3kcn. The 
'iOr3 and. the AP did on outotonding job of tpcoin the grctnd fire a 

did not take a ingla hit the ontiro d.y,. The quick end acczrata return 
of greuad fire from both hol±coptors, czpeciali.y JO 60, acountod for 15 XIA 
1:-o degcd trucko appro to1y 40 to 0, 5 gallox' druni were left burning 
nd eoTzoral  ccrz on the train wore dor.acd before Candy 03 finiehnd it oft. 
ring the ro cso fron. the pick 15 up ecint to the acuntoin range about •L 

of the Red 2iiror, wa took ground fire fr= the 10 or so 1L-c that 
2td on. us on. the ingreca.- o were iinablo to avoid flying over the villages 

the ieholz area was heavily po "tid and the ridge lines we followed irt and 
ctt wero the only ones we could uzo • The gurrc spotted ceveral trucks and 
tzo (1it=7 conpoundo with vhich they traded fire. On the eçrors across the 

d zivcr,V  Sandy 01 ttcd&t1zdn that had stopped exactly at our croecing 
-cint. Tho ain had eevorzii gene nounted on the car6' and these beg= to 

atterues. Bot ol]- wore close .beM,'tT  tha5RnMca 01,. 02. and 
an tno t"1  t,  'i  L cr4 all- mnerz 1rcturned th Lire. 

__ the trq{'i endy 03 bade e ro cketJ 
CI '.  tha7h w up tho or-inn and, left several cam 

I • aOCOn = tho tralh?W mc root of th 
: tbro àäW ,. AR force erooset the Red-  River 
a lUt-17 approached and wan apottet by "JG 60. Candy 03. attacked the )410. and - V 

then. the M.TG brcl:e off' t engaen.cnt. ftcr àroasing the Red. iiver, SAR V 

:.Lo.ce2 -tart.-,& Into th mt-i-r3  end rccoivod ground fire froa tbreo or four 
v lecn. Tha. ZZa forco had cào difioulty im navigating thrcuh the 9000+ 
r.cuntain: beccuce of low clouds in the ares. Both Jolly crows were nearing 
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'Li  -r  ft.l t:y rc :it br 22 tar hr in.zid of north Victn. 
O GO :cd oil of hi. and ho 

'ctcd bLtL Tho np accipid both Jolly ere,-,.q to Oh 70, 
at 2,32L, U- eon ina c1io, ZU 60 did iiot coofiii the st.zpoctocl battle 

Lo fol].ciiii are c '1cro of pota'c3 tho iion 

1. Tho ui'v.vor uzcl irio- to good advantage, 

cqtint I1 bo or oo'.olr otiit ioct in, ony ZAIt ptct3.lT 
2CO7 Syta. Tho cdy d.rcft nocd ch ni 

JoJ2. 

• 
ThSanjy p;-,A-cIVa did tho ftz.ztic 

Tho Ii• .icroft oao in-1610 NMI to roruel I-ha JoJJy. 

Ie 103t coact witi MIC Cap at a voy cdial poii.t in ths SF.. 

• io rio cczth.ct c bo o:pccted zith the 1orce whn they 'o north 
Of tho 9CC+ urtci rio iii north 1Tti 

co o.b v 1ilo aid i. cr- O.2ti011z and flaViLtiOi1. 
-V 

C. a  3tik0 On the. Yo. 2i M.rfield provcntcd poilo MIG rcatioa the 
..z.d do'. 

All Jfly Gzaon, torforod. im the finest tradition of Air Le..cu.o 

Activity: 

t 43, 3 irJc1 ortic3, 51.5 Eaur 
4C 9 Soti, /2.1 

o t h4..4 flours ----- 

432 TT, 25c 3iCt2ra-. 
•3 TL,Zaicur. 

36 -4.. .. . 

Lor 
i.c Air f'  

• TOVkLL, C.1PT, !I2$ 
.icrft cd'r 







- Crew:1 

CILitain Dalo B. Ctevalls  
JoL:n. M. Gillscoic 

:El-- 41G Janos 7. Walahs  
- Zgt Zaamlos B. Ilea:Lai& II, 
-A=Kaincth W CakaLroad, 

- TSgt DoV.ao L. Walborn, 

..1Zy Groan 60 

- Ca:Itain J=ry W. Shipman, . 
- CarAain 3tan1o7 S. ZioIint,hi 
- jgt T. Lilac 
- SiTst Donald H.-Goodlott, 

-13 -Alt Dennis C. Williamson, 
1-121.  s=ithx  
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..Nsw co.ma.d.r 
LIw'irg his tour as MAC commander 

since August 1969, General Cattori .n-
traduced the C-5 Galaxy into the Air 
Force strategic airlift inventory. 

General Catton's coeaand is charged 
with the operation of the global mili-
tary airlift system plus aerospace re3-
cue1  air weather)  photo audio-visual 
sand aaromedicel evacuation systems 
throughout the world. 

General 5im1,r assumed command of 
- ATC in September 1970 and was charged 
with the mission of selecting and trai-
ning American men and women for the Air 
Force in military, technical, and fly-
ing skills. 

General Sisiler is a native of Johns-
town, Pa., and a graduate of the Uni-
versity of 'arylarsi. ne .as comrnjslon-
ad in August 1912 and served two combat 
tours in the .uropear. Theater of 0oera-
Uons during 60rld War LI. He was shot 
down in July 1944 and evaded capture 

t was successful in Baking his way 
ac1c to the Allied lines in September 

'944. 
lie is a command pilot and had served 

as 'nee cocsnander, IiSAFE, prior to his 
tTC assignment. 

General McBride served as MAC Chief 
of Staff under General Catton and was 
appointed to the L'SA'E oOa.ttion last 
Suotembar. 

Missing man formation 
tribute to crew 

TAN SOW NN171' Al, RVN—When Maj. Gary 
L. Gamble recently returned from what 
was to he his last mission in Southeast 
Asia, he led his crew in a tribute to 

tbere of his squadron who would not be 
returning home. 

Traditionally, a 40th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron pilot's 
last flight in SEA and, with a ceremony 
consisting of an extra pass over the 
field and a splashing with a bucket of 
cold water when he steps from his air-
craft. 

But Major Gamble wanted to express 
the feeling of rue squadron for those 
who will never return home. He reques- 
ted 'oreission for three l-ll..53 Super 
Jolly Green Giants on his mission to 

a brief "missing mane  formation as 
a tribute to a crew that perished in 
March. 

The crew,f lying an OH-53 of the 40th 
AB1tSq, was downed by hostile action 
during a rescue operation in enemy ter-
ritory. 

The 40th AERSq is well known for 
flying Super Jolly Green Giants. Their 
record of saving Lives of downed flyers 
has earned th, great respect in the 
Air Force. 

The pride within the unit and the 
feeling among it, members made the 
brief and ample ceremony very mean-
ingful. In fact, It was so meaningful 
that Major Gamble voluntarily eiJend.d 
his assignment for three months. 

Flyer rescued after 23 days in Nbdh Vietnam 
DORF RTAFB, Thailand -- An Air Force search and e5cue task force ventured 

north of Hanoi to recover an Air Force F-4 crew member who evaded the North Viet- 
n amese for 23 days before he was rescued. 

Capt. toer C.  Locher,  a weapons system operator 4th the 432nd Tactical Recon.. 
raissence Wing, was extremely veak--he lost 15 pounds during his ordeal—but other 
wise in good condition. Captair, Lecher 
anr' the F-4 Phantom pilot, vho is stU automatic weapon fire erupted from a 
missing, were shot down by a MIG-21 nearby hootch Sgt. Charles B. W'ui 
firing a heat-seeking missile. Short and A1C Kenneth ii. C.kebread, parares- 
ly before. Captain Locher had bagged cuemer. or. the HH-53. silenced the gro- 
his third MIG; he ha" previously scored urid fire with their mini irunz. 
IG hits or. 'eh, 21 aM May B. Wher, he The "liht eneir.eer, Sgt. James F. 

was shot doyn the captain was flying Walsh, lo,.'erer' the junrle ent'.Lor to 
-is 407th combat mission. Captain Locher, who mounted It on his 

The rescue task force included 1*1-53 own oowe-, 
Super Jolly Green Giants, A-i Sanrys, "it cure is a tood ('eelir.e to eel. 
- C-13c King command aircraft which also that penetrator, strap it or., give a 
refueled the helicopters on the lone thumbs-up, and hang on, 
Journey, and F-4 Phan.om and F105 To evade further ground Fire, the 

helicopter lifted to the top of the 
mountain as the captain was beir. - 
hoisted in. Captain Lecher was swunc 
onboard and 1the rescue force headed 
home. 

The trip home was no downhill glide. 
Every village was a source of rotud 
fire. Trucks, even a train, opened 
fire on the task force, but the A-i 
Sandys returned the fire, not cLr.2,v 
protecting the helicopters Lut destroy-
ing one locomotive, several railroad 
cars and trucks. 

Other cr'ewmembers or the HH-53 mak-
ing the pickup were Capt. John H. ull- 
lespie, copilAt, and TSgt. Bobble L. 
Welborne, combat photographer. 

Upon return, here. Captain Lecher was 
greeted by Ger.. John W. Yogi, commander 
of Seventh Air Fe-ce, who was here on a 
staff visit. 

Caotairu Lothar said, "Those Jolly 
Greens an" Sandys  .e jurt 'rest. They 
did a 'onderfbl job in 'ettir.g t'a Out 
Of there. I can't thank 'hen erourh." 

...T.o. pieces s.oid 

changing ideas and technioucs fc 
search and rescue operations, the ccc.- 
petition has evolve into a !.est of 
team skills in navigation, scramble and 
precision winching events. 

The Alpha crew from Get. , 4Ct 
ARRWg, Ramatein AB, Germany, included; 
aptains Leor.hrd and John C. Smith, 

TSgt. Leroy W. Nit: end SSgt. Willir 
G Wilson. 

The Bravo crew from Dot. j, 
ARRWg, Hahn AB, Germany, Lnclded: Raj, 
William D. McColl, Capt. Jok'.o W. Ctri-
tiansor., and Staff Sergeants Robert T. 
Anderson and Carl )t. Mille r . 

Ground crew members included Staff 
Sergeant, Carlos L. Joiner and Donald 
C. Blair, and Sgt. Gary W. Wasmer. 

The teams participating were; Rcya.. 
Belgian Air Foce; Royal Danish Navy 
and Air Force: French Navy: Federal 
German Navy and Air Fo-ca: Royal Neth-
erlands Navy and Air Force: Itdliar, Ai-
Force: and Britain's tovs1 Air Force. 

Cndercl'if jet fiehters tn protect 
the slower-moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered heavy 
ground fire or, its way to and from Ike 
captain's r.ountainside perch. 

During the next 23 days he suLsisted 
or fruit, nuts and errles. was 
very s.jccesfl in locating water. 

'Cre day I eyed a banana tree .11 
day, It didn't have any bananas or it, 
but I remembered I could ret water out 
of it. Just before eventh I stuck a 

hole in it and rot myself three pints 
of goo,' barara water" 

On another day, he reported, "1 went 
through sontebor'y'S arden en- stole 

some chives. They had some pretty good 
chives there." 

Captain Locher changed his position 
In search of good cover, food and wa-
ter. He shifted approximately 15 miles 
during his 23-day ordeal. 

"I this one clearine there was a 
hootc and behind it was a pretty steep 
little zuunteir, so I just climbed up 
their earden and halfway up t1eir moun-
tain. quite near the top That's where 
1 stayed the last two days." 

Although he had made attempts, the 

caotair had been unable to sake radiu 
'ont.ct Ith u.S. sic-eft. 

'1 c:.kd hear them hotr.bing and hear  
the enemy ?hootlr' back, so I fiurer' 
when they stopper' shootin, that meant 
they "are heading home. It also meant 
they could listen for people and I 
could .'et on the radio, 

"1 did this yesterday and two 
flights cane up to answer me. That was 
the first tire I made radio contact." 

li-v contact triggered the search and 
rescue penetration deep into North 
Vietnam. The rescue forces were driven 
off by MIGs on their first attempt. 

The next day, the task force headed 
uorth again, led in by the Sandys of 
the 56th Special Operation. Wing. Heavy 
ground fire failed to dissuade the res-
cue aircraft as they continued north, 

When they approached Captain Loch-
Sr's position. the Sandys made a pass 
over him, circled the mountain, made a- 
nother pass and then led In a Super 
Jolly Green Giant, commanded by Capt. 
Dale E. Stovall. 

As the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Re- 
covery Squadron helicopter moved in, 



Valor 
By John L.'frlsbié ContithtEpg. 0 o 

A G 6 O-d--  Tho_ukh to Sleep On 
The rescue of Roger Locker 
did more than set a couple 
of Vietnam War records. 

O N May 8, 1972, President Nixon 
authorized the mining of Hai-

phong and Other North Vietnam ports, 
togethr with regular and frequent air 
strikes north of the twentieth parallel. 
Operation Linebacker was on. 

Two days later, the US Air Force 
launched 120 aircraft against targets 
in and around Hanoi. Oyster Flight. 
four F-4s from the 555th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron flying MiG-CAP, 
was led by Maj. Bob Lodge, an out-
standing young combat leader. He 
and his backseater, Capt. Roger 
Locker, were veterans of the air war, 
both with previous tours in southeast 
Asia. Also in Oyster Flight were Capts. 
Richard S. "Steve' Ritchie and Chuck 
DeBellevue, who were to become the 
Air Force's only F-4 "ace' team with 
five victories. 

As Oyster Flight neared the Red 
River at a point about seventy-five 
miles northwest of Hanoi, they were 
alerted to the approach of MiGs. In 
the ensuing battle, Lodge and Locker 
shot down a MiG-21 and were posi-
tioning themselves to fire on another 
when they were hammered by 30-mm 
shells from two MiG-19s. The F-4's 
hydraulic system was knocked Out, 
making the aircraft uncontrollable. A 
fire in the rear of the fuselage forced 
Captain Locker to punch Out while 
the plane was inverted. Major Lodge 
did not elect. Since no one in the 
vicinity saw parachutes, it was as-
sumed that both men had perished. 

Captain Locker had, in fact, landed 
in trees near a MiG base at Yen Bai, 
north of the Red River, shaken but 
uninjured. He could not retrieve his 
parachute, which was caught in the 
trees, or his survival pack. After a brief 
radio call, he sought to put distance 
between himself and the parachute, 
which inevitably would attract a 
search party. (His radio signal was re-
ceived by friendly aircraft, but, since 
there was no voice transmission, the 
signal probably was thought to be 
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sent by a North Vietnamese using a 
captured radio.) 

Within minutes, Captain Locker 
heard sounds of a search party. Tak-
ing cover in a brush pile, he took 
stock of his situation. It wasn't en-
couraging. He had the contents of his 
survival vest, including two pints of 
water and a couple of snacks. Rescue 
so deep in enemy territory—some 
350 miles north of the DMZ—was un-
likely. 

His best chance of rescue was to 
cross the heavily cultivated Red River 
Valley, swim the river, and work his 
way to the sparsely inhabited moun-
tains about ninety miles to the west. 
The river lay several miles away 
through forested, hilly terrain. He 
would travel only at first light and at 
dusk, living off the land. 

The enemy's search resumed the 
next morning. At one point, searchers 
came within thirty feet of Captain 
Locker's hiding place. On the third 
day, there were no sounds of a search 
party, and Locker could move some- 

Over his 'Triple Nickel" cap, a haggard 
but happy Captain Locker dons that of 
the SAR unit that rescued him after 
twenty-three days In Hanoi's backyard. 

what more freely, but living off 
land proved to be a greater probi 
than he had anticipated. It was 
early in the season for ripened fi 
nuts, or berries. He ate what he co 
find, gradually weakening as the d 
passed. Water was no problem. Tb 
were plenty of small streams. Tb 
were also plenty of mosquitoes 
drenching rains as he inched alon 
less than a mile a day. 

Captain Locker frequently tried 
radio contact, with no success. Tb 
on June 1, three weeks after he 
shot down, as he was contemptat 
leaving the forest for a dicey vent 
into the valley, a flight of F-4s pas 
directly over him on their way ho 
from a strike and, he hoped, with 
dio frequencies open. 

Locker's call was picked up. Wit 
hours, a small search-and-resr 
(SAR) force was on its way fr 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, After 
A-i Sandys were satisfied that II 
were talking to Locker, an HH-
Super Jolly helicopter, flown by C 
Dale Stovall, started in for the pick 
but the SAR force was driven off 
missiles and MiGs. Maybe rescue i 
not possible so far north of the D 
after all. 

Seventh Air Force thought off 
wise. On June 2. another SAR for 
supported by fighters, bombers, Vi 
Weasels, tankers, and [CM aircr 
numbering more than 100 in 
fought its way in. Captain Stova 
HH-53 picked up Roger Locker 
returned him to Ubon RTAFB. 

It had been a record-setting sh 
Captain Locker had eluded captun 
enemy territory for twenty-three d2 
setting a record for successful e 
sion in the Vietnam War. Capt 
Stovall had twice flown his res 
helicopter further into North Vietn 
than had been done before, earn 
him the Air Force Cross. All the pr 
cipals emerged as heroes, but ther,  
more to the story. Combat crews 
would be flying Linebacker strit 
north of the Red River now knew I 
eluding capture in that inhospita 
land and rescue from Hanoi's ba 
yard were indeed possible. That w 
good thought to sleep on. 



U.S. A,i' Force Photo by St. Charlie R _ Stutts  

Captain Locher is greeted by Gen. John W. Vogt. 
commander of Seventh Air Force, after the weapons 
systems officer was rescued from North Vietnam. He was 
shot down May 10 and survived 23 days in North Vietnam 
before being rescued on June 2. 
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The fund drive continues through July 2. 
There is still time to join with thousands 
of your buddies in this worthy cause. 
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Locker rescued after 23 days north of Hanoi 

A U.S. Air Force search and rescue-task force 
ventured north of Hanoi early this month to 
recover an Air Force F-4 crew member who 
evaded the North Vietnamese for 23 days 
before he was rescued. 

Capt. Roger C. Locher, a 28-year-old 
weapons system operator with the 432d 
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing was extremely 
weak--he lost 15 pounds during his ordeal-but 
otherwise in good condition. Rescue men 
acclaimed the captain's presence of mind 
throughout the evasion and rescue. 

Locker and the F4 Phantom pilot, who is 
still missing, were shot down May 10 by a 
MIG-21 tiring a heat-seeking missile. Shortly 
before. Locher had bagged his third MIG. He 
previously scored MIG hits on Feb. 21 and May 
8. When he was shot down the captain was 
flying his 407th combat mission. 

The rescue task force included UH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopters to make the 
actual pickup, A-i Sandy propeller-driven 
fighters to locate the downed airman, suppress 
ground fire and lead in the helicopters, HC-130 
King command aircraft which also refueled the 
helicopters on the long journey, and F.4 
Phantom and F-105 Thunderchief jet fighters 
to protect the slower-moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered heavy ground 
fire on its way to and from the captain's 
mountainside perch. 

Describing his downing, Locher said, "We 
immediately went out of control, flopping from 
side to side. Then fire started coming in the 
back of the cockpit. It seared my canopy with 
bubbles and I couldn't see out anymore. The 
airplane slowed down and we went into a flat 
spin 

"1 told the pilot, '1 think I'm going to have 
to get out. It's starting to burn pretty bad back 
here.' 

"1 yanked for what seemed like an eternity  

on my primary ejection. The next thing I heard 
was a big blast. When I opened my eyes, I was 
in my parachute and just about then I could see 
the airplane hit the ground right below. 

1 looked around and was going into a kind 
of deep-dished valley. I aimed for a steep 
mountainside and came down through the 
trees. My heels were on the ground so all I had 
to do was unbuckle and get out, I just sat down 
for a minute and listened." 

During the next 23 days he subsisted on 
fruit, nuts and berries. He was very successful in 
locating water. 

"One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It 
didn't have any bananas on it, but I 
remembered I could get water out of it. Just 
before evening I stuck a hole in it and got 
myself three pints of good banana water," 

On another day, he reported, "I went 
through somebody's garden and stole some 
chives. They had some pretty good chives 
there." 

The captain changed his position in search of 
good cover, food and water. He shifted 
approximately 15 miles during his 23-day 
ordeal. 

"In this one clearing there was a hootch and 
behind it was a pretty steep little mountain, so 
I just clambered right up their garden and 
halfway up their mountain, quite near the top. 
That's where I stayed the last two days." 

Although he had made attempts, the captain 
had been unable to make radio contact with 
U.S- aircraft. 

'I could hear them bombing and hear the 
enemy shooting back, so I figured when they 
stopped shooting that meant they were heading 
home. I also meant they could listen for people 
and I could get on the radio. 

"I did this yesterday and two flights came up 
to answer me. That was the first time I made 
radio contact." (Continued on page ) 

By SSgt. Tom Merchant 



THE. AIR WAR in Vietnam has occurred in dis 
crews shot' down 111 Migs. Then President Johns 
north amd AF planes did not see Migs again. Th: 
Vietnamese invasion of South Vietnam. Since Febr 
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Spells Doom for Red 
HQ. 7TH AF, TAN SON NHUT 

AB, Vietnam - The Air Force, 
Navy and Marines teamed up 
Aug. 12, and that combination 
was a little too much fora Mig-21. 

Flying an Air Force F4 from 
Udorn- RTAFB, Thailand, Capt. 
Larry Richard of the Marines 
and Lt. Cdr_. Michael Ettel of the 
Na'v shot down a Communist let 
50 miles northwest of Hanoi. 

The two are assigned with the 

Air War 
Deadlier. 

Mig Killers of the 432d Tactical 
FighterReconnaissance Wing 
under an Air Force-Navy-Marine 
exchange program. 

When they got their .Mig, the 
rest. of the trews in their flight 
all were Air Force men. Joining-
in effort h:wk at Udorn was the 
crew chief for the plane, AF Sgt. 
Alvin Stephens. - 

Richard said he and Ettel 
engaged two Migs and chased 
off the flight leader. "The Mig's 
wingman broke away and we 
broke after him. We fired a 
missile which guided and im-
pacted jusi in front of his 
vertical fin," Richard said. 

It was the 430th combat mis-' 

sion for the 
second SEA to' 
first Mig. Ette 
SEA tour and 
combat mission 

"What impre 
close flight i 
maintained thi 
tire engagemer 
"Everyone w 
should have b 
where my Air 
should be an 
there - and th 

This was ti 
killing of the 
Marine pilot fl 
Force backsea 
Mig-17. 

WASHINGTON - The "Triple 
Nickle" squadron didn't cele-
brate much the day Steve Rit-
chie shot down his first Mig-21. 

It was May 10 andfliers from 
Udorn shot down three, of the' -
Communist jets that,  day'- 
their best pilot and back.,  eater. 
had gone down in- :the jungle 
near Hanoi moments after shoot-
ing down their third Mig of the 
war. 

For the next 23 days1 . on ' of 
those crewmembers, Capt. Roger 
Locher, hid, in the jungle :and 
heard the: sounds of war, :of 
hombingraidsof missions by his 
fellow 555th TFS members. 

He may have heard the sounds' 
of battle on May31, when 
Ritchie got his second Mig and 
when a navigator named Capt. 
Jeff Feinstein of the 13th TFS 
was in on his second kill. 

That was the day Locher made 
contact and set up a huge rescue 
mission that finally plucked, him 
from the jungle and returned 
him in triumph to Udorn. He 
had spent more time in North 
Vietnam without being captured 
than any Air Force man yet. 

Not all have been as lucky as 
Locher., While AF Phantoms 
have been downing 28 Migs, the 
Mig-21s have taken their toll ind 
shot- down-18-F-4s-:--We1re-spen d-
i ng a. lot of time in pretty hotly 
defended country," an AF 
spokesman said. 

There have been 22 more AF 
Phantoms lost over North Viet-
nam to anti-aircraft fire and 
other causes. Three crew mem-
bers who were involved in 
shooting down Migs are listed as 
missing. 



By Edgar Ulsamer 
SENIOR EDITOR. AIR FORCE MAGAZINE 

THE Am FoRcE's bold and superbly efficient 
teams that rescue downed airmen have 

been working overtime since the North Viet-
namese invasion of South Vietnam in March 
of this year. 

During the past four months, almost 200 
"saves," many involving deep penetration into 
North Vietnam, have been made or directed by 
men of the 3d Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group (ARRGp), headquartered at Tan Son 
IN-hut Air Base in Saigon. The total of all 
USAF combat rescues completed in Southeast 
Asia during the past seven years stands at 
about 2,600 at this writing. 

The 3d ARRGp is responsible for oversee-
ing all USAF rescue and recovery operations 
in Southeast Asia. Involved is a huge area  

totaling some 1.100,000 square miles in four 
countries and the Gulf of Siam. (The US Navy 
handles rescue operations in the Gulf of Ton-
kin and along the shoreline of North Vietnam 
up to five miles inland.) 

The 3d covers its vast territory with a staff 
of fewer than 700 people and a hardware in-
ventory of about thirty aircraft. The unit oper-
ates fixed-wing HC-130P King mission coor-
dinators, which also serve as aerial tankers, 
plus HH-53 and HH-3 air-refuelable, long-
range helicopters. They are known as "Super 
Jolly Green Giants" and "Jolly Green Giants," 
respectively. 

The 3d Group also operates a large number 
of short-range HI-I-43 "Pedro" local rescue 
helicopters from eight bases in Southeast Asia. 
The HC- I 30Ps are based at Korat Royal 
Thai Air Force Base in Thailand, and the long- 

From a human as well as a political point of view, airpower in Southeast Asia 
has shown one vulnerability—the downed aviators who fall into the hands of a 
ruthless enemy who exploits them to serve his own objectives. But an ingenious, 
elaborate mechanism has been created which, operated by a special breed of 
dedicated, fearless airmen, keeps bringing survivors back to safety 
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range choppers at Da Nang and Tan Son Nhut 
in South Vietnam, as well as at Nakhon Pha-
nom Royal Thai AFB. 

The 3d Group also runs the Joint Rescue 
Coordination Center at Tan Son Nhut, code- 
named "Joker," and two subregional coordina- 
tion centers located at Son Tra AB in South 
Vietnam and at Udorn Royal Thai AFB, Thai- 
land. These centers plan and execute rescue 
operations in the areas under their jurisdiction 
and maintain command and control for each. 

Air rescue operations also draw freely on 
personnel and planes of other USAF units, 
and the Army. Navy, and Marine Corps. Some 
of these "outside" forces participate in almost 
all search and rescue operations (SAR), under 
USAF direction. 

At the outset of a "routine" SAR. an  
HC-I30P King has already been prepositioned 
and is "orbiting" in the vicinity of combat 
missions being flown at that time. The SAR 
starts with report of a bailout, an aircraft 
down, or a May Day distress call. When any 
of these events occurs, the mission coordinator 
aboard the HC-130P King tries for a bearing 
on the downed flyer or aircraft in distress, or, 
failing that, to establish the location through 
aircrews on the scene. Once the approximate 
location of a downed flyer is established, the 
coordinator directs the rescue force to the site. 

During periods of heavy air combat activity, 
the rescue force is likely to be airborne, but 
if not, is quickly launched by the mission coor-
dinator via the "Blue Chip" Tactical Air Con-
trol Center at Tan Son Nhut. In addition to the 
HC-130P mission coordinator, a SAR force 
usually consists of at least two A-i Sandy air-
craft, aided occasionally by a forward air 
controller (FAC) and two HH-53s. The 
Sandys go in first and attempt to establish 
positive identification. Actual voice contact 
with the survivor over his survival radio is 
"considered almost mandatory because there 
are simply too many beepers personnel locator 
beacons) loose around the countryside," an Air 
Force rescue expert told AIR FoRcE Magazine. 
In several instances, the enemy has used cap-
tured beepers to bait traps for the rescue force. 
While no USAF rescue aircraft have been lost 
to ground fire due to such tricks, present pro-
cedures "more or less dictate" that a survivor 
be unmistakably identified before the rescue 
copters go in. 

To minimize the danger of detection by the 
enemy, downed flyers are instructed to use 
survival radios only intermittently and as spar-
ingly as possible. Current long-term Air Force 
efforts to improve rescue operations through 
the application of advanced technology center 
on more efficient means of locating and identi- 

fying survivors and providing them with some 
degree of mobility. 

One innovative way of finding downed flyers 
quickly is being explored through ASAP (Ad-
vanced Survival Avionics Program), which 
uses a space satellite to establish the survivor's 
"gross," or approximate location on an essen-
tially instantaneous basis. ASAP is premised 
on DME (distance measuring) techniques that 
evaluate the differences in the time it takes a 
signal from the survivor's radio to reach two 
points whose locations are known, i.e., the 
satellite and the mission coordinator aircraft. 
From this information the system then cal-
culates with reasonable accuracy the survivor's 
location. Once the SAR force has reached that 
general area, another system pinpoints the 
exact location. 

Another promising approach to the rescue 
problem is through a program called Air Es-
cape and Recovery Capability. Several schemes 
are under investigation and have proved feasi-
ble in tests. Common to all is the survivor's 
ability to be propelled for many miles, perhaps 
as many as a hundred, from the bailout area 
to either friendly or less-hostile sites. The 
bailing-out airman attains this mobility through 
either a parawing (a cross between a parachute 
and an aircraft wing) or a rotary wing, either 
of which works in concert with a rocket booster 
to furnish power (for details on development of 
such a device, see "Jane's Supplement," p. 43). 
The systems under investigation are folded 
when not used and fit into the ejection seat 
of an F-4 aircraft. They require no modifica-
tion of the aircraft's cockpit. Yet a third ap-
proach, by which the survivor is provided with 
mobility once he is on the ground, is under 
preliminary investigation but can be expected 
to require many more years of research and 
test before it can become operational. 

Major Outside Support 

One of the two A-I Sandys normally as-
sumes command control over a rescue opera-
tion once a downed flyer is located and 
identified. If the Sandys draw enemy ground 
fire, they attempt to suppress it; when the 
enemy is too tough for the Sandys to overcome, 
they call in outside support supplied by Blue 
Chip—usually F-4s, Navy fighters, A-7s, 
A-37s, and Army gunships. It is not unusual 
for forty to fifty combat aircraft to participate 
in a difficult rescue operation. (In several in-
stances, that number has swelled to more than 
a hundred to deal with especially intensive 
ground fire.) And, at times, the supporting 
force can include MIG CAP (combat air 
patrol) air-superiority fighters and F-105 "Iron 
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Hand" (electronic -countermeasure) aircraft to 
combat enemy fighter aircraft. 

Rescue operations in South Vietnam also in-
volve friendly ground forces from time to time. 
In certain instances, when enemy forces were  

so close to the downed flyer that conventional 
munitions couldn't be used without endanger-
ing him, the rescue force has dropped con-
ventional riot-control agents. 

After enemy fire has been suppressed to a 

THE SAGA OF ROGER LOCH ER 

Capt. Roger C. Locher was 
re,rcucd from deep within 

Nort!r Viernar,, after avoiding 
capture for twenty-three days. 

By 
SSgt. 
Toni 

Merchant, 
USAF 

A US Air Force search and 
rescue task force ventured north 
of Hanoi early this summer to 
recover an Air Force F-4 crew 
member who evaded the North 
Vietnamese for twenty-three days 
before he was rescued. 

Capt. Roger C. Locher, a 
twenty-eight-year-old weapon 
system operator with the 4.32d 
Tactical Reconnaissance (ing, 
was extremely weak—he lost 
fifteen pounds during his ordeal 
—but otherwise in good con-
dition. Rescue men acclaimed 
the captain's presence of mind. 
throughout the evasion and res-
cue. 

Locher and the F-4 Phantom 
pilot, who still is missing, were 
shot down by a MIG-21 firing a 
heat-seeking missile. Shortly be-
fore. Locher had bagged his 
third MIG. He previously scored 
MIG hits on February 21 and 
May 8. When he was shot down, 
the captain was flying his 407th 
combat mission. 

The rescue task force included 
Hl-l-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopters to make the actual 
pickup: A-I Sandy propeller-
driven fighters to locate the 
downed airman, suppress ground 
fire, and lead in the helicopters: 
HC-130 King command aircraft. 
which also refueled the heli-
copters on the long journey; and 
F-4 Phantom and F-I05 Thunder-
chief Jet fighters to protect the 
slower-moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered 
heavy ground fire on its way to 
and from the captains moun-
tainside perch. 

Describing his downing, Locher 
said, 'We immediately went out 
of control, flopping from side to 
side. Then fire started coming 
in the back of the cockpit. It 
seared my canopy with bubbles 
and I couldn't see out anymore. 
The airplane slowed down and 
we went into a flat spin. 

"I told the pilot. 'I think I'm 
going to have to get out. It's  

starting to burn pretty bad back 
here,' 

"I yanked for what seemed 
like an eternity on my primary 
ejection. The next thing I heard 
was a big blast. When I opened 
my eyes, I was in my parachute 
and just about then I could see 
the airplane hit the ground right 
below. 

"I looked around and was go-
rig into a kind of deep-dished 
valley. I aimed for a Steep moun-
tainside and came down through 
the trees. My heels were on the 
ground so all I had to do was 
unbuckle and get out. I just sat 
down for a minute and listened." 

During the next twenty-three 
days he subsisted on fruit, nuts, 
and berries. He was very suc-
cessful in locating water. 

"One day I eyed a banana 
tree all day. It didn't have any 
bananas on it, but I remembered 
I could get water out of it. Just 
before evening I stuck a hole in 
it and got myself three pints of 
good banana water." 

On another day, he reported, 
"I went through somebody's 
garden and stole some chives. 
They had some pretty good 
chives there." 

The captain constantly changed 
his position in search of good 
cover, food, and water. He cov-
ered approximately fifteen miles 
during his twenty-three-day or-
deal. 

"In this one clearing there was 
a hootch [huti and behind it 
was a pretty steep little moun-
tain. so  I just clambered right up 
their garden and halfway up their 
mountain, quite near the top. 
That's where I stayed the last 
two days." 

Although he had made at-
tempts. the captain had been 
unable to make radio contact 
with US aircraft. 

"I could hear them bombing 
and hear the enemy shooting 
back, so I figured when they 
stopped shooting that meant 
they were heading home. It also 
meant they could listen for peo-
ple and I could get on the 
radio. 

"I did this yesterday and two 
flights came up to answer me. 
That was the first time I made 
radio contact." 

The contact triggered the 
Search and rescue penetration 
deep into North Vietnam, The 
rescue forces were driven off by 
MlGs on their first attempt or 
June 1. 

The next day, the task force 
headed north again, led in by the 
Sandys of the 56th Special Op 
erations Wing. Heavy ground Ire 
failed to dissuade the rescue 
aircraft as they continued north. 
When they approached Lecher's 
position, the Sandys made a pass 
over him, circled the mountain, 
made another pass, and then 1p 
in a Super Jolly Green Giant, 
commanded by Capt. Dale E. 
Stovall. 

As the Jolly Green of the 40th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recoverj 
Squadron moved in. automatic 
weapons fire erupted from 
nearby hootch. Sgt. Charles E 
McQuid and AIC Kenneth W 
Cakebread, para rescue special 
ists on the HH-53, silenced the 
ground fire with Mineguns. 

The flight engineer, Sgt. James 
F. Walsh, lowered the jungle pene-
trator to Locher. 

"It sure is a good feeling to 
get that penetrator, strap it on 
give them a thumbs-up, and 
hang on." 

To evade further ground fire, 
the helicopter lifted to the to; 
of the mountain as the captain 
was being hoisted in. Locher was 
swung onboard, and the rescue 
force headed home. 

The trip home was no down 
hill glide. Every village was a 
source of ground fire. Trucks and 
even a train opened fire on the 
task force, but the A-i Sandys 
returned the fire to protect the 
helicopters, and in the process 
destroyed one locomotive, sev-
eral railroad cars, and trucks. 

The rescued weapon systems 
officer said, "Those Jolly Greens 
and Sandys are just great. They 
did a wonderful job in getting 
me out of there. I can't thank 
them enough." 
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High above the jungles of Vietnam, an HC-130 mission 
controller/tanker provides fuel loan HH-3 Jolly Green Giant 

of the 3d A erospace Rescue and Recovery Group. 

reasonable extent, or in cases where the Sandys 
detect no enemy threat, the HH-53 rescue 
copters are called in. These are relatively lightly 
armed, with three 7.62-mm Miniguns, so the 
A-is stay handy to provide whatever further 
support may be needed. (Both the North 
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong have grown 
familiar with SAR procedures and often stay 
hidden until the copters descend. Hovering cop-
ters, they have found, make easy, highly vul-
nerable targets.) 

The two HH-53s of a standard SAR force 
work in tandem, with one acting as "low-bird" 
and the other "high-bird." This arrangement 
provides backup should the low-flying copter 
get shot down or otherwise be unable to per-
form the rescue. 

Many rescue operations in SEA take place 
in dense jungle, with the downed flyer hidden 
from view by thick foliage of several layers. 
In this situation, a downed airman will "pop" 
a smoke marker carried in his survival kit to 
reveal his precise position. 

The low-bird HH-53 then lowers its jungle 
penetrator, a heavy metallic device shaped 
Like a big arrowhead with three paddle seats 
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folded into its sides. It is extended on a 250-
foot steel cable by a hoist positioned much 
like an outrigger on the right side of the rescue 
chopper. Except when a pararescueman rides 
it down, the penetrator is closed, its weight 
forcing it through the dense jungle roof. A 
pararescueman, known as a PJ, descends when-
ever a downed flyer is injured or otherwise 
unable to strap himself onto the penetrator. 

Nighttime Operations 

At present, combat rescue operations are 
confined to daytime missions involving visual 
contact. But the 3d ARRGp has pioneered and 
field-tested techniques for limited night recov-
ery, which are now operational on a limited 
basis. Known as the PAVE IMP Limited Night 
Recovery system, it uses a low-ligh-leveL TV, 
infrared sensors, and related equipment in-
stalled aboard the Super Jollys. The system, 
in effect, can see in the dark by augmenting 
and magnifying the traces of light present at 
night. 

One unit of the 3d Group, the 40th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, located 
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at Udorn Royal Thai AFB, currently is the 
only organization in the world believed to have 
a night rescue and recovery capability. The 
40th Squadron evaluated the system during a 
ninety-day period while also conducting its 
normal work load of daytime rescues. The 
unit developed battle tactics and operational 
concepts and provided its own systems support 
for the specially equipped HH-53 copters used 
in the program. The USAF Chief of Staff had 
requested that the Military Airlift Command, 
in charge of all aerospace rescue and recovery 
units, develop such a system. 

Senior officers of the 3d ARRGp point 
with pride at the extent to which advanced 
technology has been incorporated into air res-
cue operations A problem fundamental to all 
combat rescue operations is "both obvious and 
very difficult to solve: We must know where 
the survivor is with absolute certainty and 
complete precision; until you know that you 
just don't dare put any ordnance in," a senior 
rescue expert told AIR FORCE Magazine. 

One obvious way to ascertain the exact 
whereabouts of a survivor is to have an ob- 
server on the scene during bailout, and every 
effort is made to assign an escort to all aircraft 
in distress. The rescue coordination centers do 
this, of course, in cases where no wingman is 
present to shepherd an aircraft in trouble. 

A New Rescue Aircraft? 

Staff officers of the 3d ARRGp highly praise 
the performance of the A-I, the propeller-
driven vintage aircraft used in close support. 
The A-I Sandy is considered "the best air-
plane in the inventory for this job," because of 
its slow speed, high maneuverability, and abil-
ity to remain on station for long periods. In 
addition, it carries a large ordnance payload 
and can sustain extensive battle damage with-
out impairment of performance. 

Despite this high opinion of the A-I, air 
rescue experts in Southeast Asia believe that, 
once available, the Air Force's upcoming A-X, 
designed specifically for close air support, will 
bring important new muscle to future USAF 
rescue and recovery operations. The experts 
also say that the most pressing equipment need, 
in the light of recent Southeast Asian experi-
ence, is for "a small V/STOL [vertical/ short 
takeoffi recovery vehicle capable of going in 
with a strike force." It should have enough 
self-protection to be able to function against 
heavy ground defenses, have a self-contained 
ECM capability, and be able to pinpoint the 
IQcaton of survivors. 

Such a vehicle, rescue people in Vietnam 
believe, should be able to hover, as well as 
cruise at between 300 and 350 knots, and be 
capable of refueling during flight. The latter 
feature is meant to reduce vulnerability be- 
cause such an aircraft would not be required 
to carry substantial quantities of fuel during 
combat operations. 

A high-ranking planner at Headquarters 
USAF told AIR FORCE Magazine that plans for 
an advanced V/STOL rescue vehicle, a re-
placement for the canceled CARA project of 
the late 1960s, are currently in a preliminary 
stage and might be incorporated in the FY '74 
budget. There is widespread recognition that 
the HI-I-53s are both too big and too slow for 
optimum rescue operations. Similar drawbacks 
afflict Army, Navy, and Marine Corps copters 
that participate from time to time in Southeast 
Asia rescue operations. (SARs operate flexibly, 
drawing on whatever sources happen to be 
available at the time.) 

In addition to the some 2,600 combat res-
cues that the Air Force has performed or 
coordinated in Southeast Asia during the past 
seven years, about 1,200 noncombat saves were 
performed by the 3d Group, each of them 
representing a human life saved. (One fre-
quent "customer" of the 3d Group is Air 
America, the air logistics operation supplying 
non-Communist forces in Cambodia from Sai-
gon and other points by small transports under 
CIA contract. A spokesman of the 3d ARRGp 
said, "We arrange pickups for them on a 
routine basis whenever one of their aircraft 
is reported down.") 

In testimony to the rescue effort throughout 
SEA, a recent award of another Presidential 
Unit Citation to the 3d ARRGp, already the 
most highly decorated unit in the Air Force, 
contained this statement by Gen. John W. 
Vogt, Commander of PACAF's Seventh Air 
Force: 

"The personnel of the 3d Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group performed their duties 
under extremely hazardous conditions and in 
a manner epitomizing the virtues of duty, 
honor, and allegiance to country. . The 
extraordinary dedication and heroic determina-
tion of the rescue crews, often hovering directly 
over enemy positions to snatch a pilot from 
the enemy, has become a legend in Southeast 
Asia." 

Even a casual visit with the officers and 
men of the 3d ARRGp leads to one definite 
conclusion: They have made an unstinting com-
mitment to their motto, "That Others May 
i.ive." 
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