
Jvfk. 2$, 1972 	 AIR FORCE  TIMES 	 it 

Task Force  Ventures North of Hanoi  

Flyer Rescued After 23-Day Ordeal 
By  SSGT. TOM MERCHANT 

upORN RTAFB, Thailand — A 
Air Fort' search and rescue 

tins k Ire  ventured north of Ha- 

noi June  4  to recover an F4 crew 
member  who evaded the North 
Vietnamese  for 23 days before he 
was  rescued. 

Capt. Roger C. Locher. a 28-year-
aid  weapons system operator 
with  the 432d Tactical Reconnais-
sance  Wine here. was extremely 
weak  — he lost 15 pounds during 
his  ordeal — but was otherwise in 
good  condition. Rescue men ac-
claimed  his presence of mind 
throughout  the evasion and res-
cue. 

Captain  Locher  and the F-4 
Phantom  pilot, who is  still  miss-
ing_  were shot down May 10 by a 
Nag-21  firing a heat-seeking mis-
sile.  Shortly before, Captain 
Locher  had  bagged  his third Mig; 
he had  previously scored  Mig hits 
on  Feb 21  and  May 8. When he 
was shot  down the captain  was 
flying his  407th  combat  mission. 

The  rescue  task  force included 
1111-53  helicopters,  A-1 fighters 
/IC-130  command aircraft and F4 
and  F-105 fighters. F-4 and F-105 
iet fighters  to  protect  the slower-
moving  aircraft. 

The task force  encountered 
heal"  ground fire  on its  way to 
and from  the captain's  mountain- 

Perch. 
Describing  his  downing. Cap- 

tain  Locher  said.  We immedi- ately  went  out of  control, flop- 
Ping  from  side to  side. Then fire 
"fled  coming  in the back of 
Me  cockpit. It seared my canopy 
mitla  bubbles  and I couldn't see 
sult  anYmore. The airplane 

down and we went into a 
LT_  

unable to make radio contact 
with U.S. aircraft until after a 
June 1 bombing mission. 

"I could hear them bombing 
and hear the enemy shooting 
back. so  I figured when they stop-
ped shooting that meant they 
were heading home. It also meant 
they could listen for people and I  

could get on the radio. 
"I did this yesterday (June 1) 

and two flights came up to answer 
me." The contact triggered the 
search and rescue mission. The 
rescue forces were driven off by 
MIGs on their first attempt. 

A second task force headed 
north again through heavy  

ground fire. When they ap-
proached Captain Locher's posi-
tion, the Sandys made two passes 
over him, then led in a Super Jol-
ly Green Giant, commanded by 
Capt. Dale E. Stovall. 

Sgt. Charles B. McQuid and AlC 
Kenneth W. Cakebreadi, parares-
cue specialists on the HH-53, si:  

lenced ground fire with mini  - 
guns. 

The flight engineer, Sgt. James 
F. Walsh, lowered the jungle pen-
etrator to Captain Locher, who 
mounted it on his own power. The 
helicopter lifted  to  the top of the 
mountain as the captain wai be-
ing hoisted in. 


