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 rescued. 
capt. Roger C. Locher, a 28 -year- 

o 1d weapons system operator — 
with the 432d Tactical Reconnais-
sa nce Wing here, was extremely 
weak — he lost 15 pounds during 
his ordeal but was otherwise in 
good condition. Rescue men ac-
claimed his presence of mind 
throughout the evasion and res- 
cue, 

Captain Locher and the F-4 
Phantom pilot, who is still miss-
ing. were shot down May 10 by a 
Mig-21 firing  a  heat-seeking mis-
sile. Shortly before, Captain 
Locher had bagged his third !Wig; 
he had previously scored Mig hits 
on Feb. 21 and May 8. When he 

was shot down the captain was 
flying his 407th combat mission. 

The rescue task force included 
HH-53 helicopters. AA fightcr ,; 
HC-130 command aircraft and I.'  t 
and F-105 fighters. F-4 and  F,105 

jet fighters t.o protect, the  slower 
moving aircraft. 

The task force encountered 
heavy grolind fire on its  way to 
and from the captain's mountain-  I  
side perch. 

Describing his downing. Cap-
tain Locher said. "We immedi-
ately went out of control. flop-
ping from side to side. Then fire 
started coming in the back of 
the cockpit. It seared my canopy 
with bubbles and I couldn't see 
out anymore. The airplane 
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	slowed down and we went into a 
flat spin." 
He ejected into "a kind of deep-

. 	dished valley." During the next 23   
days he subsisted on fruit, 

nuts, berries, and water from ba- 
nana trees, 

On another day, he reported, "1 
W ent through somebody's garden 
and stole some chives. They had 
"Ile Pretty good chives 
there--  Although he had made 
3" " 1111-". the captain had been 

oattli. to make radto contact 
•11h  I  aircraft until after  a 
um- 1 bombing tniy-Jori 

could hvar them bombing 
mi d 	1),-;ir 	the 	(-111-in iv 

■ ark, so I figured when they stop . 
led shooting that iiiyant they 
were healling honie. It 411'..,0 meant 
hey could listen for people and I 
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A second  task  force  headed 
north again through  kesity 
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Nloic than 70.0(X) eligible members 
 of  the  Nnned 1.--1lvt-s 
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