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☲✪☲ 𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓 𝐈𝐈𝐈𝐈 𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒 𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖 𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇 ➣ Friday, 2 June 1972 
The rescue of 𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎 𝟎𝟎𝟎𝟎 𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁 [𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂 𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑 𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋𝐋, 𝐔𝐔𝐔𝐔𝐔𝐔𝐔𝐔, 𝐅𝐅-𝟒𝟒𝟒𝟒/𝐄𝐄 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖].  
I believe it was the most audacious - successful E&E/rescue in our Air Force’s history.  
Listen to Brig Gen Steve Ritchie, USAFR (Ret.) ☆☆☆☆☆ describe the rescue operation and 
the importance of your wingmen and teamwork in getting a task done: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvRcP4go-eg&feature=player_detailpage 
 
 
☲✪☲ 𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓 𝐈𝐈𝐈𝐈 𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂𝐂 𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖 𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇 Thursday, 1 June 1972: Linebacker I 
“𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 - 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂-𝑍𝑍𝑍𝑍𝑍𝑍𝑍𝑍-𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂-𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 -- 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜.” 
{The Search & Rescue for 𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎 𝟎𝟎𝟎𝟎-𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁} 
Background: Flying pre-strike MIGCAP support on the first day of Operation Linebacker I (10 
May 1972) Major Bob Lodge and Capt Roger Locher (F-4D s.n. 65-0784, “Oyster 01”) 
shotdown a MiG-21, then at approximately 0945L are shotdown themselves by 30mm cannon 
fire from an undetected J-6 (aka MiG-19) 60 miles NW of Hanoi, near Yên Bái MiG-19 airfield. 
A J-6 pilot of the 1st Flight, 925TH Fighter Regiment claimed the shootdown for the Việt Nam 
People’s Air Force.  
Oyster 01 was observed to be on fire in an inverted flat-spin during descent and impacted the 
ground in a ball of fire. No chutes were seen or ‘beepers’ heard from either crewman. Maj Lodge 
was MIA (KIA). Capt Locher was MIA. 
======================= 
Editor’s note: The Oyster 01-Bravo SAR effort is perhaps the greatest and most audacious in all 
of U.S. Air Force history. Having escaped and evaded capture for over three weeks in Route 
Package 5 of North Việt Nam, Capt Roger Locher was located on 1 June 1972 and rescued the 
following day, after spending 23 days on the ground, deep in enemy sovereign territory. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/scatbackscribe?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVXXWNN0qE3gE7K3JlAPrwTf_I5zWZyjwNqLSgO-AHtb82LdAVpQpt2KZHbX87Qd5lQzgNyNYcjOhq45ZS23ZHw7Ong-oy9s3T4suCp0_8bG7S5WSn1Jdnu_IJ5ZHjaF1b2iS8FkTjhdINOovE2uCI3&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
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