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the fuel into the airport tanks and
returned to Pleiku on an Army
helicopter.

Crew chiefs Sgt. Jerry Me-
Clellan and A1C Ronald Laboard
went to Kontum to examine the
craft. While they were there, an-
other rocket attack struck, de-
stroying, a Vietnamese €-123
parked 40 feet away.

But "the C-130 led a charmed
life, surviving numerous rocket
attacks.

An 1l:man maintenance team

ran to try repairs.
land, they heard
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Jolly' crew rescues Gunfighter duo

A Jolly Green crew from the 37th Aere—
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron hers
plucked a local F- crew from dense low
Jungle about five miles west of Khe Sanh
one recent afternoon.

Capt. Andy N. Arnold, 28, of Tucsom,

Ariz., the F-4 pilot and back-seater
Cept., Tom B. Kincaid, 27, Sacramente,
Calif., ejected from their F-i fighter-
bomber shortly after noon after the Jet
wae struck by enemy Triple A (anti-air-
craft artillery.) Both are assigned to
the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing.

The Jolly Greem aircraft- camander,
Capt. Gary A. Dake, 27, of Bakersfield,
Calif., said the jJungle was very dense
in the area where the pickup was made,
although the canopy was only single-lay-
ered and about 30-feet high.

"It would have been difficult to move
‘Whirough the area on the ground," Captain
Dake sald, He said although the two P
crew members were only sepsrated by some
75 feet, each waes not aware of the
other's pesition, _

A1-B Sandy eircraft and F-4s reaked the
area noar the survivors for abeut an hour
befere the rescue helicopter was escorted
inte the area.

"On the way to the adte," Captain Dake
ssld, "the Sandy's took Triple A and 51
caliber machine gun fire. The fast mov-
ers camo in and silenced the guns.*

The Jelly aircraft commander said his
ship was hevering in the area about five
minutes vhen it started taking small arms
fire from a nearby ridge.

"I believe our mini-gun silenced that
gun” Captain Dake seid. But to be on the
safe w@ide, the A-1s agein raked the
ri‘igﬂlin'v
" "Arter that, we took no more fire that
we weres aware of,™ Capta Deke said,
:;I:o pickups were pretty routine after
. to' —i

(Centinued on Poge 8)

Gunfighters rescued...

(Continued from Page 1)

Captain Kincaid was the firest to be
heisted up to the hovering HH=53 Super
Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopter, and
after some meneuvering, Captain Arneld
Joined his back-seater.

The F-4 crew was off the ground areund
1800 hours and Captain Dske had already
called the sgsecond rescue chopper saying
he would need & gas station when he pull-
ed out of the area.

"Thoy had a 'King' bird (HC-130 refuel-
ing sireraft) all ready and waiting for
us," Captain Dsake explained.

Both Jolly Green helicoptera needed to
gulp in same fuel before turning for Da
Neng after four hours in the air.

WAfter rofuesling, we became aware of
the hesvy thundersterms around wus," Cap-
tein Dake sald. To ekirt around the
storms, both helicopters and Sandys made
their way south and then broke for the
coagt,; coming out near Chu Lai.
¢ Almost seven hours after thelir ejectien’
the F-4' crewmen landed on the Da Nang
tamp in the HH-53 helicopter. i’}

Capti#in''Dake eaid the Khe Sanh pickip

was "a Clisetc jungle search and rescue
m¥seion. In many respects, the jungle
réscue’ is the principle esitustion fer
witch’we' have trained and daveloped pro=-
codures,” '
“*Captain Deke, who flew with the 37th
Jollys which evacuated Quang Tri earlier
during May, has been in on 51 combat
saves since May 1. He sald there were
many lessons to be learned from his lat-
est fer him and his crew, all of whom
participated din their first combat save
on this Friday mission.

The other Jolly Green crew members wers
Capt. James D. Bruner, 30, Selms, Als.,
ce-pilot; Sgt. Cayetano Pina, 26, San An-
tenie, flipht engineer; and pararescuemen
Sgt. John W. Stephens, 23, Midland, Mich.,
and SSgt. Cole B, Panning, 25, LaPorte,
Tex.

b mpy 29

CAPT DAKE TAKKS WITH SURVIVOR AFTER
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