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$Sat. Perry earns Silver Star [edal

E:GLIN AFB, La.-- S8t F
& pararescus spec!.alut with the

Syuadeon's Detaclnsent i, was dscoera
ated for heroigm st x special cerermony
Oct. §. He received the Alr Force Sii-
vey Star Medal and cosgratnlations from
L Gane Jav T, Roblins, vicecomme
ander of the Military Airlift Command,

Sergeant Perry sarnad the décora-
tmn foy distinguished neroic action las
March while Oying on 2 sescue mission
58 % raember 9f ]
Graen Giant” crew wh reRCle
downed American pilot in extrermely
Rostiie taypitory,

G this particular mission,the Asr-
pepane Rescur and Recover team rana
gauntlet oi intense antlaiveralt frebers

goant Perry played & major rols

er r.he pickup was accomp-
lished, Bergsant Farry, {rom an exp~
ased positdon, diredted the helicoptsr's
“evssive maneuvers™ on e flight out
through five minutes of heavy antiaivr~

The 2%« year ~old staff :;erg.eant isa
native of Erte, Mick, He plans to enter

$at. Ashdows decoroted

OSAN AR, Horez -- Sgt. James K.
Ashdown, Detaglvment 1, 33ed  Aero-
space Hescue and Rewovery Squadron,
waz awarded the frst oak leaf clusier o
the-Distnguished Flying Crass {D¥FC)
and the Hfth and sixth oak leaf clusterto
the Ale Medal here vacently,

The 22 -year-old [ight mevhanic
wia presented the two medals oy Col.
Jonn H. Allisen, Blst Alr Base Wing
cemimander, during the detachmentsCo-
mreandes's Gakl,

Sergeant Ashdown's DFC was {or s
miissian Des, 31, 1971, when heaidedin
the rescue of seven Ay aircrewnen
goomned neay Bhe Sanh, Vietnsm. Two
previous rescue sttermpts had failed due

E{: hesvy encny prowsd fire,

Tne Ao Medais were tur 163 mrisge
Fenb Sergeant A
in ‘hc-ma:-..‘

dawn ol eted whibe

£D£}=«£af§?‘? I

i
college when his Adr Force tour ls coms
pleted in Decsmber. In addition to the
Silver Btar, Bsrgrant Perry's decora-
tinng include the Alr Medsl) with mwooak

leaf clusters. While secving in South.

izt Asia he flew dn lour migsisns in
which downed American flyers wers

rascued.

e B

FOR HERCIEM —- 38gt. Paul 0. Perry, right; s congratulated by It.
-Robbins, #ilitavy Airilft Commamd vice cmmer,
Medal for & rescue wizsion in Southeast dsia.

Gen. Jay T
afbur recelving the Silver Sia
{Ush¥ Fhata}

Airborne ward tun by rescue crew

LUKE AFB, Ariz.--There sr& no
pediatricians assigned so Det. 15, 42nd
Asrospace Rescun and Recovery Squad
ron, here but Lt Col, Zack L. Stackett,
Captaing Larsy B. Lindberg and Cale
E. Walker, and 18t Li. Ralph 8. Wintan
seem o be rumning an aerial pediatrics
ward,
 The man of Det, 15 ware engeged in
three massions invelving nsewbarn
fanty this month, '

and picked up medical pergonnel and
equipment, then departed for 3an Carioa
and picked up the baby. They returned
1 Bt Joseph's and unloaded the patient,
Cmedical personael and eguipment
eeturaed 10 Luke
credited with a Tsave' on the missien.

ansds

Captains Walker ond Lindherg (law
2 third inission tnvelving o chitd Ooed?
They wery alerted to franafornprams-
ture baby frou Mesd {Agiz,) Hoypiial ts
the Owoad Samia ritan Hcspimi.
-ing up a wuraze and isoletie snraute @
Mesa, thev Ghaished theoy and
mrade the transier withoul igeident.  The
craw was credited withop Teave by the
Gosd Samarvitan Hospinl oliiziais,

ims

Oce, 23 Colonal Stockatt and Lien -
tenant Winton respunded 16 8 reguest
for a medevac of & pramature child guf-
fering from pneumonta. The HH - 43,
pileted by the colonsi, flew to the San
Caplos Indian Buservation, 2  iniles
anst of Phoenix, where the plekup was
ide, and trapsfecced e afant to the
Guood Swnaritaun Heepital in Phoenis,

tEsion

Capt.
M ETESTOnS,

Landliery. co-pitel on o et the
cheerved that Mlack of fagilis
ied to troal premature Infants nounsse

Culonet Stockett was again invalved thated the vadasiong,  Tho babies aro v

in o missyon 1eveiving o child Qot, 2
With Taptain Landbery as po-piiot, he

Thew b ot Joseph’s Haspitat in Phossin

frgiately g larger. bhetier vqu"ﬁ{\\‘x"

Bespial b epsus e Lhesd asaocavad.

ALY Iy et AN e b mvayesirie

The detachment was |

Alter pigk



N

(Ewrope)

ity iocked"t:p and saw him coms

. ently. because of terrain and
weather,
~Although Herklots fired 200
it the communist, he turned
n the coal and wentaway, Mean-
hile,  aweso: round’ fire .
ed the task force to turn back
nd fry for Locher later. * '
-The next day, after Locher wag
sfulr{ygaved- Maj. James ¢
H {8 £

-1 ~in-with a —
mminist jet, this one a Mig-17.

ing right at me,” he said, “I fired
rockets at him and broke left tir-
ing my 20mm guns, He turned to
his [eft and that was the [ast [ saw
of him.”

Ground fire was obnoxious —
with one “pretty good gunner”
firing tracers from a train pulled
by a stream locomotive.

Maj. Harding took care of the
train, too. He flew the full length
of the train, dropping bombs and
firing cannons and -rockets, “I fi-
naily put two rockets into the en-
gine and the steam shot up about
300 feet, It was a beautiful sight.”




You can pick de or ship via
Military Sea Transponation Semce if you're
eligible to transport a car to your overseas post.
Ford Motor Company will confurm your deal and
your delivery date in wrmng

_representative he has all
e car of your choice ——

— FORD o TORINO ¢ THUNDERBIRD » MUSTANG
MAVERICK ¢ PINTO ¢ MERCURY ¢ MARQUIS
MONTEREY ¢ MONTEGO ¢ COUGAR ¢ COMET
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June 14, I‘l}'_z

recorded
n ‘aireraft
. Handling
reraft traf-
llers from
junications
‘heir: Viet-
) counter-

controller
‘omeranke,

an interna-

ually h:ive

.-respons:ble for all taxnng air-
‘craft. He gwes out-going planes
the runway in use, taxi route to
the runway, altimeter setting and

- weather,

The local controller controls

. all visual flight rules traffic. He
clears aireraft for take-offs

The crew chief is responsible
for the overall operations of the
tower. That's the job of Sergeant

Pomeranke.

D.':l(nrkle an F- jlot
; ith tiownmg am ten

: 1 overy
1c ed  up the‘ 1 :
‘was shot down._

xii_'rc::hft;-_. Lieutenant
ack seater_ 3 remams

.Th heutenant Ianded in some

" trees after ejecting from his air-

craft and was left dangling 20 feet
above the ground, -

B f ro'ugh'terrain and a

t!uck covering of trees, the Sandy

pxlots had' difficulty in pinpoint-
ing Lieutenant Markle’s position
when they first reached the area.
Rapidly deteriorating weather
‘and communist ground fire com-
pounded the situation.

Lieutenant Markle said, “The

-Jolly Green hovered right over

my smoke marker and dropped
the cable within 15 feet of me, It
was beautiful,”

As the forces withdrew from
the area they were trailed by
ground fire. Although Captain
Schibler’s Super Jolly Green G
ant received several hits, no one
was injured and the damage was
later declared minor:

.

June_ 14, 1972

Close air support for An Lo
Gordon Weed, commander
target from his A-37,

F-4s
In Rai

DA NANG. AFLD, Vietnam -
a recent night mission in mili
region one, F4 Phantoms of
4th Tactical Fighter Squadro
Da Nang struck an ‘enemy t
convoy about five miles soul
Quang Tri — leaving su
trucks burning along almost
miles of roadway. |

First Lts. Sam C. White, 25,
Barry W. Beard, 24, who pai

pated in the mght raids in ¢
May described the action.

“We had a four- sh:p fligh
for the first raid,” White
plained. “Barry and I were |
4Ds and the other two wer
4Es."”

White, who has been ai
Nang eight months, said tha
{our F-4s first arrived ovel
target a little after midnight.

Beard, a 10-month Vietnan
eran, explamed that they jo
two F-4 “OWL" FACs equi
with flares for night missions

“One of the OWLs' lit up
road all the Wiy béfweéen Qu

Tri and Dong Ha,” White rep

3 e DA onatiod twn te
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Rescues pilot near Hanoi

TAN SON NFUT AB, RW =-- Ssarch and rescue forces penatrated North Vietmam to
within 35 miles of Hmoi to rescus 1st Lt. John D. Markle, sm F-4 Phancom pilot

credited with downing & MIC in early May.

Braving surface-to-air missiles, antisircraft artillery smd MiGs, an HH-53

Super Jolly Green Giant of the 40th Astosp

up the lisutenant six hours after he
was shot down,
led by A-1 Skyraiders flying rescus es-
cort, snd included the Super Jolly
Green Gients, F-4 Phantoms, F-105 Thuds
and HC-130 Heraules,

The lisutemant landed in some tryees
after ejecting from his aircraft and
was left dangling 20 feet shove the

"I was pulling on the risers to
straighten them,” said Lieutsnant Mar-
kle, "and suddenly I found myself sit-
ting in & bush at ground lewvel.

"I kept hearing people moving within
50 to 100 feet of me and felt sure they
would find me. Their barking dogs kept
hanging around after the people left. I
heard beating drums snd searching
through the brush all around me.”

The first rescue aircraft on scene
was an A-1 flown by lst Lt. Bob Carl-
son.

Because of rough terrain and a thick
covering of trees, the Sandy pilots had
difficulty in pinpointing Lieutenant
Markle’s position when they first
resched the area. Rapidly deteriorating
westher and commmist ground fire com-
poumded the situstion.

The pilot of the HH-53 which made
the pickup, Capt. Mark C, Schibler
said, "We had to fly right through five
or six big thunderstorms to resch the
area,"

Maj. Zeke Encinas, mm A-1 pilot,
said that they worked with low fuel,
low weather snd high terrain.

"The long distmce and time involved
caused fuel problems for everyone," ex-
plained Major Encinas. "The clouds got
below 3,000 feet and we had to fly be-
low the ridgelines to locste the survi-
vor. We had so memy MIC wernings that
we lost coumt."

Lieutenant Markle contimued, "1 was
lying on my back, well-hidden undsr the
broad lesves of a tree. The Sandys were
laying down ordnance all around to
clear the area, and I told them over my
radio how far sway it was falling and
in what direction, Finally, a Sandy put
ane smoke rocket on one side of me and
mother ons on the other side. They
Teally know their job and do it well.”

Capt. Ronald E. Smdth, an A-1 pilot,
was the on-scene commsnder for the res-
cue, He ans his wing man, 1st Lt. Byron
Hukee, provided protection for the
downed pilot and directed the movements
of the Super Jolly Green Gimnts,

"The on-scene commsnder gave a de-
tailed briefing an how the piclp would
proceed snd he gave me preciss instruc-
tions on how to mark my position for
the ?scu- chopper,” related Lieutenent
Markle,

sce Rescus and Recovery Squadron picked

IST LT. JOWN D, MARKLE s grested by
A=1 Sendy pllots who escorted the HH=33
Super Joily Green Glant to his rescus
35 mil les from Hénol .,

Major Encinas and his wing man, Ist
Lt. Lance Swith, led the helicopters to
Lisutenant Markle.

Lisutensnt Markle said, "The Jolly
Green hovered right over my smoke mark-
or and dropped the cable within 15 feet
of me. It was besutiful.”

As the forces withdrew from the ares
they were treiled by groumd fire. Al-
though Captain Schibler's Super Jolly
Green Gimat received several hits, no

te
the most  gratifying rescues
I have made in wy eight years of rescus

Members of the captain's crew were:
Znd Lt. Clifton L. Hutchinsom, copilot;
S5gt. Tommy Bryamt Jr., flight engi-
neer; and Sgt. Paul C. Perry and AlC
Robert W. Msson, parsrescoesen,

Pege 7



' % air force news
llé Vol. 8,No.(14) >  HQ SEVENTH AIR FORCE June 9, 1972

PRIDE IN THE FABT - FAITH IN THE FUTURE

Rescue pickup made in Hanoi suburbs

TAN SON NHUT AB - US. Air
Force search and rescue forces
penetrated North Vietnam May 20 to
within 35 miles of Hanoi to rescue Air
Force 1st Lt. John D. Markle, an F4
Phantem pilot credited with downing
a MIG ten days earlier. Braving
SAMs, AAA and MIGs, an HH-53
Super Jolly Green Giant helicopter of
the 40th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron picked up the

lieutenant six hours after he was shot
down,

The search and rescue task force
was led by A-1 Sandys flying rescue
escort, and included the Super Jolly
Green Giants, F-4 Phantoms, F-105
Thuds and HC-130 King aircraft.

Markle’s back-seater remains
Mmissing.

The lieutenant landed in some trees
after ejecting from his aircraft and was

left dangling 20 feet above the ground.

“l was pulling on the risers to
straighten them,” Markle said, “and
suddenly I found myself sitting in a
bush at ground level.

“l kept hearing people moving
within 50 to 100 feet of me and felt
sure they would find me. Their
barking dogs kept hanging around
after the people left. 1 heard beating
drums and (people) searching through

A

.5, Air Force Photo

First
to
give

Gen. John W. Vogt, 7th
AF commander, presents
his personal check to Col.
F. P. Fitzgerald marking
7th AF's first
contribution to the Fund
Drive for Refugees.
. Colonel Fitzgerald is 7th
AF chairman for the
drive which will aid
South Vietnamese
citizens who have lost
their homes and
possessions as a result of
the North Vietnamese
invasion of the Republic
of Vietnam. See page 8

by SSgt. J. Scott Crist for more details.

the brush all around me.™

Because of rough terrain and a thick
canopy of trees, the Sandy pilots had
difficulty in pinpointing the
lieutenant’s position when they first
reached the area. Rapidly deteriorating
weather and communist ground fire.
compounded the situation.

The pilot of the HH-53 which made
the pickup, Capt. Mark C. Schibler,

+ said, “We had to fly right through five

or six big thunder storms to reach the
area.”

Maj. Zeke Encinas, an A-1 pilot said
that they worked with low fuel, low
weather and high terrain.

““The long distance and time
involved caused fuel problems for
everyone,” explained the major. “The
clouds got down below 3,000 feet and
we had to fly below the ridgelines to
locate the survivor. We had so many
MIG warnings that we lost count.™

“The roughest part was getting into
and out of the pickup area,” Encinas
declared. “We had heavy anti-aircraft
fire both ways and we saw several
SAMs (surface-to-air missiles)
launched.” At least seven SAMs were
fired at the Sandys and Jolly Greens.

Markle said, *“The Jolly Green
hovered right over my smoke marker
and dropped the cable within 15 feet
of me. It was beautiful.”

Back at his home base, Markle
commented, “l knew they wouldn’t
leave me up there. These guys are real
pros.”
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St. Francis Man Helps
Rescue Downed Pilot

U8 Alr Force Search and Rescue
forcos pestetrated to within 35 miles of
Hanoi May 2 ta rescuo an -4 Phingom

qlod, 15t LY. John Markle of Wizichinson,

.

Playing an |mportamt part i the
rescie operation was Ist L Byroo
Fukea, of St. Francis. He ks the son of Me.
acidd Mirs. J. Raodall Hukee of St Francts.

Braving surfsce lo bir missiles, anti
sirerafll fire snd Mig sbreralt, akl
“Sandy"” ulreraft of the Ist s;mhl
Operations Squadran took helicopters of
the gth Arrospace Hescoo snd Recovery
Squadren to |pi1:k Ep ux lieutenant ml:v
#ix hours after as downed.
mmelmwmwisledbya\l

"Sandys” and iacluded the HU-53
hnliwpiwl F4 Phantem jets, F-108

“Thuds’ and HC:130 atrcraft.

The lieutenart landed [n trees after

ejecing from his alreraft and was Jeft

tangling 2 feel Irom the ground He
conald hear the enemy , writhin 50 fo
1&‘.’! foal nwiy and their bar fept

g around piter the Eﬂﬂa eft.

rescwe team had liy bocating
thee pilat because of the Jterrain,
{hick sovering of trevs, bad wesiber and
Eommunist ground fire and they were
working with lew fued.

Capl Ronald Smith, an A4 pliot was
the on-scene commander for the rescus
pickup He and his wing man, 1st Lt
Hultee, provided peotection for the
downed pll?t ;&Q directed |he
movervens of the helicopters, providi
a detailed beiefing on the pﬁeklo
pricedare W the downed plial and how 1o
mark his pesitica for the rescus chopper,
Thers was heavy astl-aireraft fire during
the rescue

14, Hukes and others are acheduled 1o
receive the Silver Star lor their efforts.

This SAR even made the news back home in
St. Francis, MN in the Anoka County Union.

Page 3 of 8

(For the record, my father's name was Randolph, not Randall.)

This article appeared in the Anoka County Union June 16, 1997 in the
"Looking Back" section where they look at past events 100, 50, and 25

years ago.

U.S. Air Force search and rescue forces penetrated within 35 miles of Hanoi
May 20 to rescue an F-4 Phantom pilot. Playing an important part in the
operation.was Ist Lt. Byron Hukee of St. Francis.

The appearance of this article reminded me that this was in fact the 25th
anniversary of my SEA tour. It only seemed logical that I do something on the

http://www.skyraider.org/hook/bowlegextra.htm

web to share these experiences with others.

1/26/01
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This is an email from Ron Smith on 19 May 1998
In response to my question of whether my recollection matched his:

I don't think it is very different from your version. If you read your paragraph
on the Bowleg SAR, you will see one difference. Zeke was not already
airborne with Tex. I think his wingman was Lance. We had been sending
flights of 2 up to the SAR area all day. They would run out of gas before they
could organize the pickup. Zeke and I went to LTC Barbena, and told him we
would go as a 4 ship, and coordinate the mission before we left. He agreed.
When we got to the area, Zeke and Lance went directly to the Jolly holding
location, and relieved the flight covering them, and you and I went directly to
the survivors location. I would have given a lot to have a recorder attached to
the radio that day since Bravo said something just before he went off the air.
He was almost yelling, and it was impossible to understand him. He was on
top of a small mountain, and Alpha was about half way up the side of the
same mountain.

Since I did not know what had caused Bravo to go off the air, and he was
above the location of Alpha, I was not sure which direction the bad guys
might be coming from. You might remember we put smoke down ina V
shape that lead the Jolly directly to Alpha. I remember that the smoke was
much closer to Alpha than I had planned because he was not exactly where I
thought -- too many trees. It looked like we had planned it that way, but once
again we had a Good Buddha watching over us. I also remember you and I

http://www.skyraider.org/hook/bowlegextra.htm 1/26/01
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stayed behind for several minutes trying desperately to get Bravo to come up
on the radio or give us some other signal. We got nothing. I would like to
know if he got captured and later released or was killed. Have you ever heard?
[ also remember how low on fuel you were. You did a great job of getting
everything out of that old plane. We gave you the lead about half way home to
try to help. I think you still owe the taxpayers for the mini-gun! $18000 in
1972 is worth much more today.

That was the first mission I flew that qualified for the River Rats, and the last
mission I flew with Zeke. Zeke was going to sign us all up. After he was
killed, it somehow lost meaning, and I never joined.

Ron

This is an email from John Markle on 20 May 1998

I will be glad to share what I remember of the events of 20 May 72. Since |
would not have remembered my call sign, you may want to check this out
pretty closely!

It seems the SAR took place 80-100 miles WNW of Bullseye. Terrain was
hilly and heavily foliaged. Time starts about 1200 hrs. Is this even close? As
trained, [ had moved a very short distance after getting on the ground. I was
not injured and, as the events unfold, I learn that Jim Williams (02B) was also
in good shape. We probably were actually no more than 400 yds apart,
although I never saw Jim other than briefly in the parachute descent.

http://www.skyraider.org/hook/bowlegextra.htm 1/26/01



Bowleg 02 SAR Press Coverage Page 7 of 8

After hiding under some thick foliage, I camoflauged my face and hands, then
came up on the radio. At some point I remembered to use the radio
earpiece...this I believe becomes VERY important as time goes on! Jim was
communicating with our flight members loud and clear. I listened as they
cycled to/from the tanker and believe it was about 2 hours before the first two
Sandys arrive in the area. Jim did a nice job of helping Sandys define our
"exact" position.

Probably an hour EARLIER I heard people and a dog near me. I later learned
from the Sandys that there was a village nearby. I never saw anyone because
of the foliage, but people moved around sporadically throughout the
afternoon. It was a liitle confusing that Jim didn't seem to notice anybody yet,
in my mind, we were reasonably close together.

What I didn't know, but later learned, was the Jollys had mechanical problems
and it took a while for the spares to arrive. Glad we weren't told...that would
have been disappointing. The Sandys continued to define our position and
eventually flew over for a "mark position". Jim called the mark right over
me...again confirming that we were not far apart.

Approximately 4-5 hours into the event the Sandys delivered some ordnance
and smoke in an attempt reduce the visability and give the locals something
else to concentrate on. This was shortly before the Jollys were to enter the
area for pick-up. Evening and clouds in the valley are becoming factors.

Shortly thereafter, Jim acknowledged that people are near him. I heard one
shot fired then no further contact with Jim. (I speculate they may have been
attracted by the radio speaker). With contact lost Sandy called for me(02A).
After I responded, the SAR continueed as Sandy guided me through the
appropriate actions. I prepared and used the survival flares as instructed and
soon a Jolly hovered nearby and lowered the tree-penetrator/pick-up device. I
climbed aboard and the winch lifted me into the Jolly. The PJ and I traded
"thumbs up" and away we went.

As we egressed the area I realized how young the Jolly crew was. Seven
TOTAL stripes among the three PJs and a 2Lt and Capt up front!! We were
escorted out by Sandys and eventually rendezvoued with C-130 tanker for
refueling enroute to NKP. Great job by everyone involved!

http://www.skyraider.org/hook/bowlegextra.htm 1/26/01
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We eventually learn Jim is residing in Hanoi Hilton. I complete my tour and
PCS to Clark AB in Dec 72. I am able to greet and visited with Jim when he
arrived Clark AB in Apr 73. He later graduateed UPT and flew the F-15!
Apparently he'd had enough of other guys getting him into trouble!!

You're probably saying "this isn't even close". Time takes it's toll but that's it
as [ remember the events. Please use as you see fit.

Thanks again to everyone involved!

Regards,
John

http://www.skyraider.org/hook/bowlegextra.htm 1/26/01
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28345
2367 A~1J 142-058

My first journmal entry for 12 May 1972

—+ SAR for Icebag 01B 50 nm [dcttally 25 nml] west of Hanei... Sandy 02 with

[Captain Don) Tango Mike {Morse] leading... Icebag 01B was hidden and had
lots of bad guys around him... TM was having diffieulty locating him, so he
gave me the lead and I found him... He [Icebag 01B] called ground fire on
several passes and 1 did end up with some AK-47 holes in my airplane... I
had an intermittent sump light [while working the surviver].. Marked his
position with an M-47... Had teo RTB for low fuel... Maybe could have gotten
him gut 1f we hdd a chopper ready... Scotty and someone elsé gaw Two
MiG=195 in the area in the afterneen... We had ‘a Nail FAC with us orn the
first gow DFC

The Icebag OlB SAR is among those presented on the Skyraider Association
website. There, you will be able to hear a 26 minute portiocn of the actual
SAR 43 1t happened 26 years ago. In addition there is a writeup of the SAR
and a map showing the surviver's location. In addition there was email
communication between Don Morse, Bill Talley [Icebag 01A) and me.

Operation Linebacker was on its second day (11 May 72} when Icebag 01 was
downed by a MiG while providing SAM suppression (Iron Hand) for the strike
[top] [bottom]

force going te targets in the Hanoi area. There was no SAR effort on that
first day. '

Tango Mike and I were on the morning Sandy schedule the next day, 12 May
1972, 1 do not regcall that we were scrambled for this mission, but we may
have been. Flying time te the 3AR location was about an hour and 15 minutes
as it wds meore than 200 nm to the SAR location.

The long distance from home made coordination between the Jolly Greens and
Sandys very important. We would have only about two hours in the survivor's
area and everything would have to go without & hitch.

That, ©f course, only happens in Hollywood and in fictionalized accounts.
What really happened 1s that we were continually harassed by ground fire
from -enemy troops on the ground who were as intent on capturing the
SUrvVivor as we wWere in trying teo rescue him. We were close to making an
attempt when we were ordered to withdraw to the west because of MiG
activity. In addition, just prior to our withdrawal, we found out that the
Jolly Greens were refiueling with King and were not in a position to come in
to the area anyway. Don had radic and UHE/ADF problems which also added to
the general «wonfusion:

I also had an anneying "oll sump warhing light" that kept illuminating
while I was working the surviveor with Sandy 01l. Illumination of the oil
sump warning light 48 a "land as soon as possible" emergency, but of course
that was out of the question. S¢ I watched my instruments for a while, and
when ‘the light went back out,; 1 was good to go. Except it came back on
again, and again. Oh well;, I can say now that it was a false indication,
but back then, I had no such knowledge.

As we were departing the area due to the MiG calls, I put down a safe
"willy pete"™ (white phosphorus) bomb (M-47A4} to mark the survivor's
general location. It would wisp ocut smoke for a couplé hours and could
serve as a reference for other Sandys trying te relocate the survivor.

{top] [bottom]

http://index.thunderstone.co.../www.skyraider.org&disp=all&grsz=10&rv=516&arg=BLU%2d5
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During the battle damage check back on the way home, TM spotted what he
thought were holes in my aircraft, and sure enough, there were a few AK-47
sized holes in the right wing.

The flight home seemed te take forever, but I knew it would be tougher yet
for the survivoer. He had rfeported enemy activity near his area, and in that
location, I knew he was 1in trouble.

Date Mission # Sortie Length Total A-1 Time Total Com
12 May 74 4.7

221.4 A-1H 135=257
My second journal entry for 12 May 1872

Went back up [to Icebag 01lB's logation] with TM, but to no avail... The
weather had closed in by the time we got there... We still talked with the
survever [Ioebag 0IBI and put in some BLU-52 with LORAN F-4s... Icebag Q1B
said he could not hear them hit, so they must not have been too close...
RTB at night... Kind of spooky 'till we got out of North Vietnam..: No
strike

Den Morse (Tango Mike) and I got a guick turn around and headed back iip te
the SAR location later 1in the day. I changed aircraft due to the battle
damage I had suffered on the first sortie. The weather had closed in around
the location which did not allow us to work the area.

A flight of LORAN eguipped F-4 Phantom I1z loaded with BLU-52 were used in
an attempt to reduce epemy movement in the area. BLU-52 was a 'rioet
rontrel", Cf based powdetr that would temporarily incapacitate anyons that
game Lnto Sontgst with 1t, including the survivor. Typically, the vietim
would experience burning eyes, draining sinuses, and nausea. Since its
effects were only temporary, this was a risk we were all willing te take,
the survivor included. The C5 powder was delivered in a 500 1b napalm tank.
[top] [battom]

one could only assume they were not teoo close to the surv1vor, and_
therefore, of little benefit. But at least we tried,

The flight home was adgain one which topk far too long. Night fell as we
 began our long flight back to NKP, and we were both a bit apprehensive,
Since we were in enemy territory, mneither of us turned on our position
lights or rotating beacons, so we got altitude separation and flew the same
airspeed and heading in order to stay together, and to arrive back in
friendly territory in more or less the same piece of sky.

Once back on the other side of "the fence," we both turned on our lights
and effected a rejoin. In all, we spent 8.7 hours in the air during the
Icebag 01B SAR,

I feel that this migsion was a turning point for me as a Sandy. Despite our
best efforts, we had come home 'empty handed, and the surviver was still in
enemy territory. I knew that there wepe circumstances outside our control
that prevented us from effecting the pickup, but T also knew that we could
have been more aggressive. The longer a surviver remained on ‘the ground,

the harder it became to pick Wim up. We had experienced that axiom first
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