
Last Newsman 
Out of Fallen City 
(In the following dispatch, 
the last journalist to escape 
from Quang Tri, freelance 
photographer Ennio Lacobu-
cci, describes the fall of the 
city to North Vietnamese 
forces.) 

By ENNIO LACOBUCCI 
SAIGON (UPI) — I didn't be-

lieve we would get out. I thought 
we would be killed. 

The ARVN (Army of the Re-
public of Vietnam) were running 
away. Some of them took off 
their uniforms and mixed in 
with the refugees. They left 
some brand new rifles and am-
munition behind. 

By late Monday our chances 
were getting slimmer and slim-
mei-. I knew we would have to 
rely on the American helicopters 
to get us out. 

I arrived in Quang Tri last 
Wednesday by hitch-hiking from 
Phu Bai to Hue and taking a 
taxi from there to Quang Tn. I 
think my car was the last one to 
get through before the road was 
cut. 

When I got into Quang Tri I 
tried to find out what was going 
on. I realized the situation was 
very bad. The civilians were 
panicky. 

People were packing to move 
to the south. Then the heavy 
shelling started. 

The enemy guns were con-
centrating on a bridge to the 
south, which was later blown by 
the Americans to try to slow the 
Communist advance. 

I made my way to the Ameri-
can compound. The people there 
were glad to see me. 

The Americans wanted to 
know what was happening south 
of Quang 'Fri. 

They were very nervous. So 
was I. 

The next day, Friday, I left 
the compound to take pictures of 
wounded, and got wounded my-
self. 

I was taking pictures of some 
trucks of civilians that had been 
ambushed on Highway I just 
south of the city when I was lift-
ed from the ground and dropped 
back again. I got some shrapnel 
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In my leg. It was a slight wound. 
The truck I was in had hit a 

mine. People were screaming. 
I took pictures. Here on the 

road, mines had killed about 30 
people and injured about 60 who 
had been in three big trucks. 

When I returned to Quang 'Fri 
the shelling was heavier. 

Helicopters could not land. 
There was too much fire. 

I decided to try to get out. I 
thought the only way to do this 
was by road. I got. a ride in a 
jeep to the point where I had 
seen the trucks mined. 

• I went past the site by going 
off the road and through some 
dunes. 

There was no traffic coming 
north from Hue. I was frighten-
ed. I was alone. I decided to go 
back to Quang 

I passed the bodies I had 
photographed the previous day. 
Refugees were streaming south 
as I went north. Shells were 
impacting all around. I saw bits 
of arms and legs lying along 
the highway. 

When I got back to the Ameri-
can compound there were only a 
few South Vietnamese still there 
with the Americans. Everyone 
was scared. Sunday, when I 
went back into Quang 'Fri City, I 
saw there were fewer soldiers 
than there had been. 

The refugees were leaving in 
droves. The soldiers were all 
mixed up with them. 

I realized the danger so I went 
back to the American corn. 
pound. On the way back I took 
pictures of the AUDI moving 
out with the refugees. 

The B52 strikes were getting 
closer and closer. At this point, 
we all wondered how we could 
get out. I was pinning my hopes 
on the Americans. 

Late Saturday. we moved to 
Quang Tri's old citadel, the 
ARVN headquarters. When we 
got there, we knew we were still 
surrounded. 

I was told by the Americans 
we would march out to the coast 
and a ship on the gulf would 
pick us up. That night we slept 
on the floor of the citadel. 

About mid-day Sunday, the in-
coming rounds landed -very 
close. The ARVN packed up and 
tried to run south to Hue by 
road. 

A South Vietnamese general 
tried to make it to Hue in an ar-
mored personnel carrier. He re-
turned about an hour later. 

The citadel was burning and 
then they began to fire on us 
with mortars. 

I was sure we would not get 
out. I thought it would be a dis-
aster. 

Then the choppers came in. 



• WAR 	I d0vied U.S. pilots near Quang 
fl-i. The lead helicopter on the EON:MA/ED rhOm PAGE . 

 one) mission was hit by enemy fire 
Pi corner of the compound, to and lost use of its guns. Sgt, 
iwait the landing of a second LaPointe exposed himself to en-
-escue helicopter. erny fire as he manned the cop- 

Enemy shells were still beingi ter's mini-guns and went to the 
iropped on the city and the first I rescue of the other helicopter 
of the invading troops had aiIcrew  which had crash landed 
ready infiltrated to a dangerous- nearby. 
ty close position. 	 I The Air Force called this a 
KEPT ins Coin 	 feat which reflected great credit 

on LaPointe and the Air Force. The only thing to do under 
the circumstances," said Sgt. The son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
LaPointe, "was to keep cool LaPointe, 63 Tudor St., he is 
until that second chopper  a graduate of the former Trade 
arrived." High and has been in the Air 

Force for two years and in That pleasant whirring sound Vietnam less than one 
year. , was heard about 20 minutes 

later and not a moment too JUNE  DISCHARGE 
soon. 	 Sgt. LaPointe is due for dis- 

c Sgt. LaPointe directed the charge in June. One memory  second loading on the coptee  of his service in Vietnam that 
will be with him ,however, will but this time he was not abcrut 

to be left 	 be that risky recue mission in behind. 
Quang Tn. "I got on the chopper first 

Meanwhile, North Vietria. and helped the others aboard. 
mese troops, fresh from one We didn't have much time to 
ot their biggest victories of spare but one thing I knew. -  
the war moved from two dl. he said, "I wasn't about to be 
rections toward refugee-swot,  left behind again." 
lea fine, South Vietnam's 

He expressed surprise that theI third largest city and emir-enemy fire against the copter ently the next major target was 
less than that had been for the driving communist 

' leveled against the first corder, f orces . 
But danger still lurked 

North Vietnamese soldiers around the next turn for the 
swept through Quang Tri earlier Ihelicopter and its passengers, 

sooner had the craft beco 	
. 
in the day and took control of 

!

No
me the entire northern 30 miles of airborne than a radio message 

was received. 	 South Vietnam. They grouped 
Somehow a few of the U.S. for a possible move against a 

fl SW had been left behind ew South Vietnamese defense  
and they issued a plea for res- line only 15 miles north of Hue, 
cue. the former imperial capital. 

As the copter swooped down An estimated two North Viet-
, on the location where the ad_ namese divisions — more than 
visers were supposedly hiding, 20,000 men — also pushed  . 
Sgt. LaPointe saw two men ward Hue from the Southwest. 
clad in dark clothing emerge They earlier set up huge 130mm 

I from an alleyway and begin artillery at the captutred artil-
firing on the copier. 	iery base bastogne about 
ENEMY miles from the old capital, TRICK 

So far there have been no It had been a clever ruse. 
The enemy had managed to get attacks agains the U. S. base a  • 
the fake message sent over the Phu Bel, just south of Hue,' 
same frequency used by the which houses about 2000, Ameri; 
U.S. rescue conters. cans. 

Sgt. LaPointe manned the Quang Tri was the first South 
copters mini-guns and trained Vietnamese provincial capital' 
hie tire on the two men who to fall to the North Vietnamese 
soon scurried for the same in the war although Communists 
alleyway from which they had held parts of Hue for 29 days 
emerged moments earlier, during the Tet offensive in 1968. 

' "We didn't see them again," 
MAJOR DEFEAT said now-weary LaPointe," 

The fall of Quang Tri where Describing the scene in the 
capital city, he said: <1,t sure  the current offensive began was 
was the noisiest place I'd ever a  major setback for the South  been in. NOtbing but explosions Vietnamese. and man arma  fire on over  "There is no doubt that the 
the place." 	 South Vietnamese army suf. 

The mission had been accom- feted a major defeat "a plistiet121..The So advisers had high U.S. military source said. 
been safety-plucked from amidst "This Is not something that 

Ifieireling enemy (mops. 
 

can be papered over." P90,  Aral 3, Sgt. TAPointe was An estimated 50,000 refugees littajfie•thez. copter that was.trekked southward from Quart 
the day., 
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1. 1r1'. wc_tr ,-. pleased tio receive the attached cup;! oj: & ;.elter f's .m. Mr & 
Mrs B. A. Willetts of LeCiaire l  Iowa. They hAd sent 11.1-r ldtider to the 
Secretary of the Air Force in the hope that wor ,1 of their appreciatlon 
wou;6 reach the nv-n lhvc, lved in re8cLi.ein6 their 	 aag Ti on 
I May 1972. 

2. O41 -37 rvords indicate that Sgt David W. YounF znd S e7s' -Robert, Lapointe 
are as:iigp.ud to your organization. General Evetett 1:La reqt.v3stea that 
the attached letter of appreciation be brought to the attention of Sgt 
logng and Sgt Lapointe as well as all others invo: ,.ed in the Quat4 Tri 
rescue mission. 

/ 4 	. B AD S o  Captain 	AF 	 1 Atch 
L/Comander, lig So Section, Bq APRS 	 1, itt frelt'i Mr & Mrs 

B. A. Wi:Jetts 

Pcdc:NirIN -"1-IE PASY. 	 PAI - rti 1'1 Thst• 



Deat,n- . 	Vrs. Willett: 

This s o acknowledge your kind i.etu* 	Jurte5 to 
Stary of the Air Force, kobert C. Seamaits 

'Oe have been unable, so far, to identify the Air Force 
vA.it that performed the rescue operaLion y6.1 mentioned at 
Quo.ng Tri. on May 1, 1972. 

However, we are sending a copy of yt ,ux letter to the 
A..csIpce Rescue and Recovery Servic..e 1,1 hopef3 that they 
NqiJ1 forwecd your sentIments to the n.ea w. perfored the 
re.;cuv. 
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Dasenport-liettendort. lossa 

TIMES 	MOt It kT 	 Mar, 3, 1972 

Da‘er,port-flettendort, Iowa  

YOUNG 	thy cfl ■ itmslt %vas 

doserliiil Ake sa‘v nothing nal,ving 
'In aiways 	desouti. hi, it's realty 

desolate no‘v 1 here ‘kaire a but ot shelled-

out li,iuses anet some military equipment• iti 

the sheets ' 

' 

sgt. Dat id kiting 

- It looks like 111:1-70 sornii 

Somit Vietnamese lust Leif e ■ iii %thin, .' he-

el:an:kid 	tutu 	ittil Lull eliallik-s and 

volt! south 

The !Hsi itelicil)ter callus out %vitt' :17 

pet soli-. the 	with la Ault the !told 

50 	MIMI:: Ihe lii tnierie.los. 1:1 Viet 

-namesti old :1 Fienell litioto.,:ranher 

1„11, , ,inki said t.1. 1;it'll ii. ttstlild himself 

strancleil on itti. tirimuiitd as the lust 111.11( op 
tiit lt,ithrit 10 •i.ato/e 

tuainirk. 

'.1FTEtt 15 minutes k+i• didn't hive 
. a iiN trout& to 1,11112 them 	Lapoinie said 

' 	hen the second lielleoptel lauded I ■%. ■ -, 

1110 	to 	on I sure was!) I going to IA' 

It'll bi'Illtist 

Ihrt`t• Of the big helicopter,  took 
part in the actual fescue, .1 (mirth. 

Ifli as a reairve stop. revolved a radio cad 
to 1k do‘sn 1,1 the 	‘11.e 

rall was, a Like ht North Vietnam-

ese troops using the Anierh .an radio tit'.  

glli•Itt'V an otlICtl ti‘1111 The file.;„ ■ ..LIt• 

"lky 	, 	 1!•!•vn hire .• 

'rile helicopter Lashio' and a I' t'sr 

rwin jumped oft to make a search Ile saw 

two enemy soldiers coming, toward 

firing a machine gun A gunner 'aboard the 

chipper killed them, the rescueman 

lumped abitard, and the helicopter palkid 

out 

TNV() St'PPORTIN(; aircraft were 

lost m ground tiro :mil one pilot is trussing, 

said in Vietnam 

Othetwise the darmo operation went 
oit neark as planned ,ilthaugh rescuotnon 

said then,. v..is a load rush 'IA refoi.i.eivis tor 

the first ot tout hug Alt Cone Jolly I;r k ,en 

tom: helicopters. possilik they 

iltd not reatite there would he 1110R' 

t's.0 	t ■ lintt. whose parents reside at 

1911 N iith Si , Clinton. entered the Air 

Voice in Si ptcmher 1907 He recently es-

lits enlistment tit 2 years. 

YOUNG 11AS stictit 1 1 : Years inVkl-

nail) and his mottle ., hopes hi ,  will return to 

Ihe I 11 lIt'd States in timi. lull a leave per-
mitting him to atilind to.- Clinton flth 

School class .  filth-year itinnion in dad!. 

VOt,in the Chntoa a irman WWI 05 to 

lits station. he probabk \t lit find a letter 

trom his viumgesi sister. Susie. a third-
gi atter al t ,  Mann N hook Clinton 

Their mother said. 	I titAt•I' etiiriie :1 

word. 	pots them up in the building. and 

alt his buddies read them 
Sgt. Young has a brother. Di iw. jun-

ior at Clinton High and sister, Kar-

ent. who attends Clinton Community Col-

lege where the sergeant St ,b be-

fore enlisting. 

" 	tk.ffien 

'yowl ; 	 fi 111W 	1.$(11 4 •111 Vhifi 

•• ■ :!' 0.0 , 1 b. p111;1-7-1—...N4 

otItt oTher- trout gnaw.Ittiost lxi .fore that 

eirs the' NtKtIl ictnIll -

P4' 

l% nen she heard details of the it'111C 

operation lint ,in Asso, tated 	ft' 

fOg 1)1/ ,, / the mum. ot 

:motile! \it- 	man. ",gt 

'honk. 22 

it 
	

"TII krs n.kyrs buddy.. said \Its 

\south.. \I. 	■ • 	t 	 the hart . ..ix:0g 

ii or , .,4111,  to hi-u nom the Doh-

a. 	I 4:111, ,t'Lit 	liostIAI, 

1,,iitolltti• repotted 

Ih, 	Jared Pie s Min 
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Ii' 	u . \1Iu u iur1 	2 uti1 i 	On a ll 

over the place. -  Lapointe said. 

I.apointe tound huh- ,  if sta.miled on 
the /...1 01(01 	 1121 , 11 

otlt 

, ::(1 .0. lit ,  lit.liesqm.1 liarne in two 

(nen it, 	ul;iik I ,  alies uijli.uutfrom an 
alley and i l ioti 	 I opened op 

wait my minigtin and. got rid it them,' he 

said ' 	(kiln t 	‘111 U utak on the 
fit 
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Ctfflon G 
Helps S 
80 Yank 

Oh,: that my kid, -  Mrs. Warren C. 
Young. Clinton. Iowa. exclaimed when she... 
learned that Sgt. David W. Young, 23, was 
safee'after helping rescue 80 Americans, 
and Others from Quang Tri lust before that 
city As Apanclorteci to the North Vietnam-
ese Mdrichiy. 

When she heard details of the rescue 
operation from an Associated Press re-
lease4 Mrsi ,  Young' recognized the name of 
another Air Foie 'man. Sgt. Robert La-
pointe. 22 

"THAT'S DAVE'S buddy, -  said Mrs. 
Young. Whose first word of ,  the:narrowing 
incident came to her, from the Times-
Democrat today. 

Sgt. Young and Sgt. Lapointe reported 
to the Associated Press they drew less fire 
than expected from North Vietnamese 
troops on the ground but it was the noisiest 
place they've ever been in. 

"There were explosions going on all 
over trie plce,Laintesaiik 

Lapointe found himself stranded on 
the ground as the first helicopter lifted 
out; 

fle ,said as his ,helicopter came in two 
men in dirty dark clothes emerged from an 
alley ancl fired on the craft. "I opened up 
with my minigun and got rid of them," he 
said. "We didn't have any trouble on the 
ground." 

SGT. YOUNG said the city itself was 
deserted. "We 'saw nothing moving. Quang 
Tri ahvays looked desolate, hut it's really 

Sgt. David Young ;  

desolate now. There were:a lot of shelled.. 
Out houses and some Military equipment in 
the streets." : 

"it looks like Maybe some of the. 
Seuth Vietnamese just left everything be-
hind, changed into civilian clothes and 
went south. -  

- 	The first helicopter came out with 37 
persons, the.second with 45 and the third 
50, including the 80 Americans, 43 .Viet-' 
namese and'a French photographer.. - 

Lapointe said when he found himself 
stranded-on the ground ag the ft4.helleoPe . 

 ter lifted out, he helped 'organize the :re-,' 
maining persons. 

"AFTER 15 minutes, we didn't have 
aily trouble loading them," Lapointe . said. 
"When the second helicopter landed, I was 
the first to get on. I sure Wasn't going to be-
left behind. -  

While three of the big helicopters took 
part in the actual rescue, a fourth, hover-
ing as a reserve ship, received a radioecall 
to fly down to the rescue Site 

The call was a fake by North Vietnam:- 
ese troops using the American ra.dio ,tre- 

--DARING ' 
Continued On Pop 2 

Paring Rescue Mission 
,Continued From.Fage 1 	• 
quency. an  officer said. Th rnesse was. 
"Hey we's got more peopl4oWn here!' 

The helicopter landeeinef a
man jumped jumped off to make a search. He saw 
two enemy soldiers coming toward him, 
firing a machine gun A gunner aboard the 
chopper killed them, the rescueman 
jumped aboard, and the helicopter pulled 
out: 

TWO SUPPORTING aircraft were 
lost to ground fire and one pilot is missing. 
officials said in Vietnam. 

Otherwise the daring operation went 
off nearly as planned although rescuemen 
said there was a mad rush by refugees for 
the first of four big Air Force Jolly Green 
Giant helicopters, possibly because they 
did net realize. there would be more. 

Sgt. Youtig, Whose parents reside at 

6th St., Clinton. entered the Air ' 
n September 1%7. He recently ex-
his enlistment by 2 years. 

YOUNG HAS spent lvz,  years to Viet-
nam and his mother hopes he will return to 
the United States in time for a leave per-
mitting him to attend his Clinton High 
School class' fifth-year reunion injUly. 

When the Clinton airman returns to 
his station, he probably will find a letter 
from his youngest sister, Susie. a third' 
grader at Horace Mann School, Clinton. 

Their mother said, "I never change a 
word. He puts them up in the building, anck14, 
all his buddies read them.." 

Sgt. Young has a brother, Doug. a jun- . 
 ior at Clinton High School, and sister. Kar-

en, who attends Clinton Col-
lege wher.e the sergeant Was enrolled WI 
fore enlisting: 

1911 
For 
tend 
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Trl etty said another to- 
ICU fighting men stayed heldr;t1 
with Cololl Viernimese Kobel 

AIR FORCE. TIMES 	 May )1, 1972 

Evacuoted :nen are safe vow 	con T,Pott bi4 StrinS ,  

Cop ters Evacuate 132 
From Embattled City 

TAN SON 73111.I AB, Vietnam 
--. Five 11.S_ Air r orte NU-

53 helicopters  performed  the 
targest evacuation of the Soutft. 
east-A skiniUt1 May I evening 
when they airlifted  in  -Aneeri-
ez and Vietnamese out or 
Qu.Ingirl to Da Nang, 

Three of the 	of the nh 
AerospA4-e Rosette and Weaver),  
,littnarlron tit Da Nang Airfield, 
were responsible tor carrying out 
the evacuees. A fourth helicopter 
ianded to make surf/ all persons 
were evacuated and a filth stood. 
by in rase it was needed. 

Mr Force and N•rrY air strikes 
raved the way for the helicopters. 
which ha-d to weave through 
ground fire from North Vietnam-
ese tanks a/gl anti--aircraft gums 
on ths.ir way into and out of the 
provincial capital. 

Miratolhosly, no one was ire 
jured abOgrd the helicopters/1yr. 
ing the rescue operation. 

While supporting the effort, an 
Piarce /) ,2. Porwlinti Air Con- 

/rot tFACiaireralt and  A•1  rescue 
support fighter -  were hot down.. 

394Refugees 
ON ONE PLANE 

palt Page 30 

The  'VAC pout halled out Arid 
I*Scued by  friendly  ground 
forces_  The  lighter pilot ditched 

. his A.1  in  the ()eau and was 
Picked up by  an Army helicopter. 

The first Super .lollyt;reen 

S id to land received snirier tire 
°from two enetny soldier.s. Pavar. 
escue sPeesalist,  SS, Robert L. 
:LaPointe silenced Opera with his 

Mter 	htitiropter landed. La- 
Pointe 	s4 out and  orgaslibN) 
the persons on the ground so the 
oneratien would go smoothiy.  HA,  
reniatried ert  The  ground  and 
boarded the second helicopter to 
lam!. 

The fourth helicopter landed to 
make sure that all the pemils 
had been picked up. When it Itta. 
on the gratind it receited auto
tnAtie Wt,89110 aird 5.rt4erfire. )1,1 
.5gt. 	'William 	3. 	Viral/I/mon, 
knocked out the automatic and 
the sniper fire was suppressed by 

Sgt: Datiirol C. Manion. 
MI the Itt1-53s returned sukly 

to ))4 Nang, 



GUNFIGHTER
GAZETTE 

Vol VI, Ilumber ig DA NM& AIRFIELD May 6, 1972 

JoIlys evacuate Quang Tri advisors 
This may have been the biggest and the 

hottest extraction in the history of the 
Air Force rescue service," exclaimed Lt. 
Col. William M. Harris, commander of the 
37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squad- -, - ron here. 

Four of the squadron'," Jolly Green 
Giant rescue helicopters, accompanied by 
heavy close air support, went into Quint 
Tri City at approximately 1635 hours lion-
day, bringing out all the remaining Amer-
ican advisors. A total of 132 personnel 
were lifted from the center of the city, 
including some ARVN and Popular Farces, 
All personnel landed safely here and the 
mission was terminated at 1850 hours. 

Despite the close air support provided 
by U.S. Air Force fighterbombers, the 
J014e received considerable ground fire 
from inside and around the city, with 
mortar and artillery rounds coming in 
from the surrounding areas and sporadic 
ground and sniper fire from inside the 
city itself. At the time of the rescue, 
Quang Tri was surrounded by three NVA 
divisions. There was no battle damage to 
the four helicopters. 
The first Jolly to go in airlifted 37 

of the advisors. 
While on the ground, the crew encount,- 

ered hostile sniper fire from two enemy 
troops. Sergeant Robert L. LaPointe, a 
pararescueman (PJ), returned fire withthe 
mini-gun from his position in the rear  of 
the aircraft. Both snipers were believed 
to be dead, 

(Cnntinued on PNre 6) 



Quang -In evacuated... 
.(Continued from Page 1) 

The second Jolly encountered sporadic 
small arms fire, but "nothing close" dur-
ing their touchdcwn.  45  persons were 
picked up this time. 
The third helicopter experieneed light 

hostile fire as they lifted the remaining 
50 persons. However, they reported that 
ground troops were approaching the land-
ing pad as they lifted off. 

Since the original plan for the rescue 
wee for each bird to pick up 4C persons, 
the fourth bird went in expecting to 
pick up the last load of advisors. 

The advisore were supposed to run up 
the ramp in the back of the aircraft as 
soon as it touched down. When no one 
cake, Sgt. William J. Thompson, another. 
pararescueman, stuck his head out to look 
around. Almost immediately, an enemy 
troop began "walking up" automatic AL-47 
Lire towards his position. Quickly slip-
ping behind the mini-gun, Thaapson silen-
ced the gunman. 
After getting a radio affirmation that 

all the American advisors had been picked 
up, Capt. Donald A. Sutton, aircraft 
commander, decided the area was too hot 
to stick around. 
Although Captain Sutton's crew did not 

pick up  any survivors, they  have the  dis-
tinction of being  the  last Amen cans in 
Quang Tri. 
Both the rescue crews and the advisors 

commented on the smoothness and efficien-
cy of the mission. One advisor said, 
"The Air Force did a tremendous job of 
laying down very aloes air-to-ground suP-
port. Mgr must have layed out one hell 
of a* operation to get UX Out." 

Coolenel Harris added, "The FAG* (fer• 
ward air controllers) worked with the 
fast-movers (fighter -bonbere) and did a 
tremendous job of putting in air strikes 
and ell the good ordnance at the critical 
pieces. The Sandra (A-1 Skyraidere) did 
a fantastic job of laying in air support 
and escorting our Jolly's." 
Crewing the first HH-53 rescue helicop-

ter were Maj. Jackson k. Scott, Jr. air-
craft commander; Capt. David ic Mulienix, 
co-pilot; Sgt. Ronald W. Blackwell, 
flight engineer; Sgt. David W. Young, 
and Sgt. LaPointe, pararescummen. ,  
The second chopper wae crewed by Capt. 

Rodney S. Griffith, aircraft commander; 
Maj. Anthony A. Gates, co-pilot; SSgt. 
David Garcia flight engineer; and SSgt. 
Cole S. Panning and Sgt. Charles B. 
McQuoid II, pararescuemen. 
On board the third rescue craft were 

Capt. John h. Weimer, aircraft. commander; 
Capt. Gary K. Dake, co-pilot; S.Sgt. Wil-
liam A. Sim, flight engineer; and Sgt. 
HichardL.Steed and Ale Michael A. Aillet, 
were the parareecuemen. 

klmg with Captain Sutton on the fourth 
chopper were Maj. Jerry J. Gilbert, co-
pilot, SSgt. Jimmy D. Mindlew, flight en-
gineer; and Sergeant Manion and Sergeant 
TtlomPsoni Pariorescumen. 
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J Ily pilot nets Silver Star 
McCHORD AFB, Wash. — Maj. 

Rodney S.- Griffith, 4th Military Air-
lift Squadron, was recently awarded 
the Silver Star, the nation's third 
highest military honor. 

On May 1, 1972, while serving as 
an HH-53 helicopter commander in 
the Republic of Vietnam, Major 

r—lriffith (then captain)participated in 
emergency evacuation of 129 

American and Vietnamese Army men 
from beseiged Quang Tn. 

Despite U. S. Air Force and Navy 
air strikes to pave the way for the 
rescue operation, Major Griffith's 
helicopter had to weave through a 
corridor of ground fire from North 
Vietnamese tanks and antiaircraft 
guns to and from the provincial 
capital. 

Landing in the midst of the 

burning city with artillery bursts All 
aroun4- them, Major Griffith and his 
crew *tight 47 American advisprs 
to safetunharmed. 

"At tlie time I was scared .1to 
death," Major Griffith said. "Con-
sidering all the other rescue missiodf 
I had participated in during my tour 
in Vietnam, this was the first time 
felt we weren't going to make it out." 

During the ceremony, Col. 
Charles A. Bonney, Jr., vice com-
mander of McChord's 62nd Military 
Airlift Wing, lauded Major Griffith 
saying "You. sir, are a man I am 
proud to be associated with.•' — 

Major Griffith is presently a 
flight examiner with McChord's 4th 
Military Airlift Wing. 

Col. Charles A. Bonney, vice CoinMeniler — 
of McChord's 62nd Military Airlift Wing, 
pins the Silver Star on Maj. Rodney S. 
Griffith at ceremonies held there 
recently. (U.S. Air Force Photo) 

(--- 
Two PJs save Norse sailor 

	

Two pararescuemen parachuted 	enroute to Hamburg, Germany from 	and dogpaddled to the survivor. Once 

	

into the Atlantic 150 miles east of 	Norfolk, VA. Less than 200 miles 	there, they attached their rafts to the 

	

New York to rescue a survivor of an 	from New York. a severe Atlantic 	.survivor's raft and began treating 

	

abandoned Norwegian freighter 	storm destroyed the ship a ml the 	him for shock and exposure. 
March 25. 	 sailors abandoned the vessel. 	 Two hours later, the S.S. Mobile 

	

The pararescuemen, TSgt. Roy 	 Act oxtsive. search effort by i he 	lathe, a commervial tanker, picked up 

	

A. Taylor. 24, of Quincy -, Mass., and 	Air Force scod Coast (.; tut nil was 	r he two pa rarescuem ell :I MI the 

	

Set Rickey 4. Cofer, 2:1, Big Bend, 	hampered by the stormy seas. Al $f 	,utt:Vint. From the Nlobil e  Imbe they 

	

Wis., parachuted front their Ill'. to 	A.M., March 25, an II('- 1:311 front 	%%ere transported by helicopter to 

	

.••• a small wood and styrofoani bright 	Pease AFli, NA L, sighted three ho x- 	the Coast Guard cutter Cherokee 

	

nige "life box" to rescue Stein 	like rafts within a 25 .square mile 	and then to the aircratt carrier 
.2..,thrielsen. 21, of Oslo, Nif,rway, 	 radius. km only one had a stir%Ror 	I ridependente. The pato rescuemen 

	

Gabrielsen was one oil 30 	 The two pararescuennat tiara. 	were llown to Norfolk Naval Air 

	

crewmerithera of the Norse Variant a 	chilled to within 25 leo of the 	Station tiabrielsen remained on the 

	

3.1 I •teiiit Ni 0- wegiti i 1 coal freighter 	rah, inflated their personal dinghies, 	carrier under a doctor's care. 



While supporting the effort, an 
Air Force 0-2 Forward Air 
Control (FAC) aircraft and A-1 
Sandy rescue support fighter 
were shot down. The FAC pilot 
bailed out and was rescued by 
friendly ground forces. The 
fighter pilot ditched his A-1 in the 
ocean and was picked up by an 
Army helicopter. 

The first Super Jolly Green 

Giant to land received sniper fire 
from two enemy soldiers. 
Pararescue specialist (PJ) Sgt. 
Robert L. LaPointe, of Lynn. 
Mass., silenced them with bursts 
from his mini-gun in the rear of 
the helicopter. 

After his helicopter landed, 
LaPointe jumped out and 
organized the persons on the 

continued on page 8 

H131-53s 
Largest evacuation 

Air Force HIT-53s carry out 
largest evacuation of the war 

• -TAN SON NHUT AB, Republic 
of Vietnam (7AF) — Five U.S. 
Air Force HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant helicopters per-
formed the largest evacuation of 
the Southeast Asian conflict on 
Monday evening May 1, when 
they airlifted 132 Americans and 
'Vietnamese out of Quang Tn. 

Three of the HH-53s, of the 37th 
....Acrospaee Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron at Da Nang Airfield, 
were responsible for carrying out 
he evacuees. A fourth helicopter 
landed to make sure all persons 

• were evacuated and a fifth stood 
by in case it was needed. 

The 132 evacuees were taken to 
Da Nang. 
• US. Air Force and Navy air 
strikes paved the way -for the 

• helicopters, which still had to 
weave through a corridor of 
groUnd fire from North Viet- 

• namese tanks and anti-aircraft 
.; guns on their way into and out of 
' the provincial capital. 

Miraculously,. no one was in-
::,jured aboard the helicopters 
• during the rescue operation. continuoci from paw. 1 

ground so the operation would go 
smoothly, lie remained on the 
ground and boarded the second 
helicopter to land. 

The first helicopter picked up 
:17 evacuees, the second, 45. And 
the third, So. 

The fourth Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter landed to makp 
sure that all the persons had beep 
picked up. When it was on thh 
ground it received AK-47 
automatic weapon and sniper fire 
from the North Vietnamese in the 
landing area. PJ Sgt. William J, 
Thompson. of Sananseimo, Calif:, 
knocked out the AK-47 with 
bursts of his mini-gun and the 
sniper fire was suppressed by PJ, 
,Sgt. Daniel G. Manion of Richt' 
field . Springs, N.Y. 

All the IIH-53s returned safely' 
to Da Nang. 

Besides LaPointe, the crew odi 
the first Jolly Green Giant to Ian 
included Maj. Jackson 11, Scot 
Jr.,, aircraft commander fro 
Summerville, S.C. Capt. David 
E. Mullenix, co-pilot from Bark-
sdale, Ark.; Sgt. 

Blackwell, flight engineer from 
Titusville. Fla.; and Sgt. David 
Young, a PJ from Clint°. Iowa. 

The second helicopter crew 
consisted of Capt. Rodney S. • 
Griffith. aircraft commander 
from Choctaw. Okla.; Maj. 
Anthony A. Gates. co-pilot from 
Crossett, Ark.; SSgt. David 
Garcia, flight engineer from 
Santa Ana, Calif.; and PJs SSgt. 
Cole E. Panning, LaPorte, Tex., 
and Sgt. Charles B. McQuoid 11, 
OF Chicago. 

The third HH-53 was crewed by 
Capt. John R. Weimer, aircraft 
commander from Akron, Ohio; 
Capt. Gary A. Dake, co-pilot from 
Kenfield, N.Y.; SSgt. William A. 
Simm, flight engineer from 
Pittsburgh; and PJs Sgt. Michael 
A. Aillet, Houston, and Sgt. 
Richard L. Steed, Santa Ana. 

Besides Manion and Thompson 
on the fourth helieoptet, • were 
Capt. Donald A. Sutton, aircraft 
commander from Ridley, Md.; 
Maj. Jerry J. Gilbert, co-pilot 
from Lafayette, La'.; and SSgt. 
Ji 'e D. Minshew, flight 

r from Gadsden, Ala. 
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to keep abreast of everything happen-
ing on the ground and in the air. 

While they waited, the Jolly Green 
crews used the time to recheck every-
thing. Guns were checked and re-
checked, armor adjusted and fuel and 
power computations gone over. 
Aboard Major Scott's aircraft was an 
Army helicopter pilot who had been 
into the Citadel many times. He would 
serve as a guide to the LZ for the lead 
Jolly Green. Scott's copilot, Capt. 
David E. Mullenix. spent much of the 
waiting time explaining the Jolly 
Green's characteristics to the Army 
lieutenant, who flew the smaller Army 
Cobra and Huey. 

Voices crackled continuously over 
the radio. 

"I'm going to put a smoke rocket on 
the beach where I want you to enter." 
It was Sandy Seven, the A-1E leader 
whose support flight would pave the 
way for the Jollys. 

"Roger," Scott acknowledged. "Are 
you in touch with Bilk?" Bilk was the 
FAC guiding the whole operation. 

"Roger, Jolly Seven One," Sandy 
Seven answered. "He's directing 
some fast movers on a strike." Fast 
movers were the F-4 Phantoms work-
ing the area around Quang Tn. 

"O.K.," Scott said. "I can't contact 
him. Ask him if there is some kind of 
delay we don't know about, or if we 
can go ahead in." 

In a few minutes Sandy Seven an-
swered. He told the rescue force that 
there were enemy tanks in the area, 
and that things were kind of mixed up 
on the ground. 

"They're trying to straighten it out 
now," Sandy Seven said. "Bilk wants 
you to stand by. " 

Captain Mullenix, who had inter-
rupted his rundown on the HH-53 long 
enough to listen, said to Scott over the 
intercome: 

"So they got tanks in there they 
didn't know about, eh? I don't think 
we ought to rush into anything. Let 
them take all the time they need to get 
things ready." 

Scott nodded his agreement, and 
checked with his engineer, Sgt. Ron-
ald llackwell. "How about refiguring 
to find out how much power we'll 
need to hover in ground effect with 
4,500 pounds of fuel?" 

"Roger, sir," Blackwell answered, 

"stand by one." In a few minutes he 
had the answer. "You'll need 95 per-
cent, Major." 

"Thanks, 	Sergeant 	Blackwell," 
Major Scott answered. 

The radio crackled again. "SAM! 
SAM! Vicinity of DMZ--everybody 
keep your heads up!" 

The voice was unknown, but it 
didn't matter. The threat wasn't close 
enough to worry the Jolly Greens any-
way. 

That's when the call came in to start 
the run. In the back, the two PJs, SSgt. 
Robert L. LaPointe and Sgt. David 
Young made sure their mini-guns 
were ready. 

The Sandys had done their job well, 
strafing and bombing enemy posi-
tions, but there were so many enemy 
troops below, the Jolly Greens would 
still have to weave through a corridor 
of ground fire from tanks and antiair-
craft guns. Then, on the ground even 
for a few minutes, they would be ex-
tremely vulnerable. 

As Major Scott brought the big heli-
copter closer to the Citadel, the crew 
eliminated all but the absolutely nec-
essary talk. 

"We're starting the run-in," Scott 
told Bilk. "OK, Babes," the FAC came 
back. 

"Lieutenant, where's that LZ?" 
"Just west of that smoke, Major. See 

that yellow smoke in the middle, 
there? Just west of it, -  the Army man 
replied. 

"Engineer, start the APP." 
"It's on, sir, it's on!" Blackwell came 

back. The APP is the Auxiliary Power 
Plant. 

"All set in the back, Major. No 
ground fire yet." It was LaPointe's 
voice. 

"Watch those houses over there! OK, 
OK, you're looking good, Scotty!" 

"SAM threat, Western DMZ!" 
"Diamond Six, Bilk Control, Dia-

mond Six, Bilk Control." 
"Clear the primary, Diamond, clear 

the primary!" 
Nobody in the helicopters paid any 

attention to the constant radio chatter. 
All eyes were on the LZ and the crowd 
of people waiting for the Jolly Green, 
now only a few yards away. 

Artillery and rocket shells were ex-
ploding all over Quang Tri, and as 
Scott's aircraft drew nearer the LZ, 
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Quang Tri rescue. 
"Without the support of the FAGs, 

the F-4s, the Sandys and the Navy, we 
couldn't have pulled this one off at all. 
But I also hope everyone will re-
member the team members who didn't 
make the headlines," he said. 

He was referring to the Jolly Green 
maintenance men and all the support 
people who get plenty of work, but 
little glory. 

"When we had only a few short 
hours to prepare for this mission," he 
pointed out, "these guys worked 

four, picked up a radio message from 
the Citadel. 

"Hey," the voice said, "we've got 
more people down here!" 

Sutton set his Jolly on the spot as 
his PJs got ready to pick up the survi-
vors, who were supposed to fun up 
the ramp in the back of the aircraft as 
soon as it landed. When nobody 
showed for almost a full minute, Sgt. 
William J. Thompson stuck his head 
out the back to have a look. He saw 
no survivors, but he did see an enemy 
soldier who immediately began to 
walk a stream of automatic AK-47 fire 
toward Thompson and the helicopter. 
With lightning speed, the PJ leaped to 
his minigun. A short burst stopped 
the soldier in his tracks. Additional 
sniper fire was silenced by the other 
PJ, Sgt. Daniel G. Manion, who was 
also firing away with his minigun. 

Meanwhile, the pilot had gotten 
radio confirmation from the air that 
there were no more survivors, and he 
immediately decided he and his Jolly 

Green crew could find a much better 
place to while away the time. Sutton 
poured on the power and his chopper 
lifted up and away. 

They got no survivors, but they did 
gain the distinction of being the last 
Americans in Quang Tn. 

What of the radio call that had 
brought them in? A trap. It was the 
enemy, pulling the helicopter in for 
what they must have figured was a 
sure kill. But they didn't reckon with 
either Captain Sutton of his fast-
shooting PJs! 

By 1850 hours, the operation was 
over. Everybody was safe at Da Nang. 

But the most incredible part of the 
story was just being realized. Not one 
crewmernber or evacuee sustained 
any injury whatsoever! Moreover, 
there was not one bit of battle damage 
to any helicopter! Not even a single 
bullet hole! 

And while one Sandy supporting the 
rescue was downed, as was a FAC 
aircraft, both pilots were saved. The 
FAC pilot bailed out and was rescued 
by friendly ground forces. The fighter 
pilot ditched his A-1E in the ocean and 
was picked up by an Army helicopter. 

"I can only say the Lord was with 
us all that day," Colonel Harris said 
later. He was also effusive in his praise 
of the team effort represented by the 
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through the night getting our birds 
ready to fly. I sure hope everyone re-
members them!" 

The men who flew those Jolly 
Greens into the jaws of death and out 
again that day still marvel that they are 
all alive. 

As one man said, "Quang Tri was 
kind of like deliberately putting your 
foot into a bear trap and waiting for 
the snap that didn't come. 

"Or sitting in a bunker and watching 
a bomb land a foot away, then disco-
vering it's a dud. You feel like you 
have only seconds to live." 

Not that Quang Tri was an unsprung 
trap or a dud—only that for some un-
known reason it neither snapped nor 
blew up when by all conceivable odds 
it should have done both. Within min-
utes after the last Jolly Green pulled 
out of the Citadel, it and Quang In 
proper was overrun by the enemy. 

That's pretty close. 
Even for a miracle mission. 
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