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t corner of the compound, to
wait the landing of & second
escue helieopter.

Enemy shells were stil] being
dropped on the city and the first
of the invading troops had al-
ready infiltrated to a dangeroys-
ly close position,

KEPT HIS COOL

“The only thing to do under
the circumstances,” said Spt.
LaPointe, “was to keep cool
untit  that second chopper
dartived. "

Thot pleasant whirring seund
was heard about 20 minutes
later and not a moment too
- oo,

Sgt. LaPointe directed the
second loading on the copter
but this time he wag not about
io be left behind.

"I got on the choppér first
and helped the others aboard,
We didn't have much time to
spare but one thing I knew,™
he said, “I wasn't about to be
left behind again.”

He expressed surprise that the
enemy fire against the copter
was less than that had been
ileveled against the first copter;

But danger still Iurked
around the next turn for the
helicopter and its passengers,
iNo sooner had the craft become
lairborne than a radio message
WAS received.

Somehow a few of the .S,
advisers had been left behind
and they issued a plea for res-
cue,
| As the copter swooped down
on the location where the .ag-
[visers were supposedly hiding,
|8gt. LaPointe saw two men
llelad in dark elothing emerge
lifrom an alleyway and begin
[fiting on the copter.

ENEMY TRICK

It had been a clever ruse.
The enemy had managed to get
the fake message sent over the
same frequency used by the
U.8. rescue copters.

Sgt. LaPointe manned the
copters mini-guns and trained
his fire on the two men who
500h seurried for the same
alleyway from which they had
emerged moments enrlier,
“We didn’t see them again,”
eald now.weary LaPointe.'

Deseribing the scene in the
feapital city, he said: “Tt sure
was the noislest place I'd ever
been in. Nothing but explosions
and small arms fire all over
the place.”

The mission kad been accom-
lished.” The 80 advisers had
abely plucked from amidst
ehiekroling enemy troops.

il 3, Sgt. LaPointe was

downed U.S. pilots near Quang
Iri The lead helicopter on the
mission was hit by enemy fire
and lest use of it guns. Sgt.
LaPointe exposed himself to en-
emy fire as he manned the cop-
ter's mini-guns and went to the
rescue of the other helicopter
erew which had erash landed
nearby.

The Air Force called this a
feat which reflected great credit
on LaPointe and the Air Force,

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul

LaPointe, 63 Tudor Bt., he is
a graduate of the former Trade|
High and has been in the Air
Force for two years and in
Vietrniam less than one year,

JUNE DISCHARGE

8gt. LaPeinte is due for dis-
charge in June. One memory
of his service in Vietpam that
will be with him however, will
be that risky vecue mission in
Quang Tri.

Meanwhile, North Vieina-
mese froops, fresh from one
of their biggest viciories of
the war moved from two di-
rections toward refugee-swol-
len  Hue, South Vietnam's
third largest city and appar:
ently the wmext major target
for the driving communist
forces,

North Vietnamese soldiers
swept through Quang Tri earlier
in the day and took control of
the entire northern 30 miles of
South Vietnam. They grouped
for a possible move against a
new South Vietnamese defense
ling only 15 miles north of Hue,
the former imperial capital.

An estimated two North Viet-
namese divisions — more than
20,000 men — also pushed to-
ward Hue from the Southwest.
They earlier set up huge 130mm
artillery at the captutred artild
fery base bastogne about
miles from the oid capital.

8o far there have been o
‘attacks agains the U. 8. base a !
Phy Baj, just south of Hue,
which houses about 2,000 Ameri
cans.

Quang Tri was the first South
Vietnamese provincial capital
to fall to the North Vietnamese
in the war although Communists
held parts of Hue for 29 days
during the Tet offensive in 1968,

MAJOR DEFEAT

The fall of Quang Tri where
the current offensive began was
a major sethack for the South

Vietnamese.

“There is no doubt that the
South Vietmamese army suof-
fered & major deteat e
high U.8. military source said.
“This is mot something that
can be papered over.”































to everyone’s surprise—
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