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Flyer rescued after 23 days in North Vietnam 
UDORN RTAFB, Thailand -- An Air Force search and rescue task force ventured 

north of Hanoi to recover an Air Force F-4 crew member who evaded the North Viet-
namese for 23 days before he was rescued. 

Capt. Roger C. Locher, a weapons system operator with the 432nd Tactical Recon-
naissance Wing, was extremely weak--he lost 15 pounds during his ordeal--but other 
wise in good condition. Captain Locher 

	

and the F-4 Phantom pilot, who is still 	automatic weapon fire erupted from a 

	

missing. were shot down by a MIG-21 	nearby hootch. Spt. Charles B. MoDuid 

	

firing a heat-seeking missile. Short- 	and AlC Kenneth W. Cakehread, parares- 

	

ly before, Captain Locher had bagged 	cuemen on the 1)11-53. silenced the pro- 

	

his third Min; he had previously scored 	,,rid fire with their minipuns. 

	

MIG hits on Feb. 21 and May 8. When he 	The flight engineer, Sgt. James F. 

	

was shot down the captain was flying 	Walsh, lowered the junple penetrator to 
his With combat mission. 	 Captain Locher, who mounted it on his 

	

The rescue task force included RH-53 	own cover. 

	

Super Jolly Green Giants, A-1 Sandys, 	"It sure is a good feeling to get 

	

HC-130 King command aircraft which also 	that penetrator, strap it on, give a 

	

refueled the helicopters on the long 	thumbs-up, and hang on." 

	

journey, and F-4 Phantom and F-105 	To evade further ground fire, the 

	

Thunderchief jet fighters to protect 	helicopter lifted to the top of the 
the slower-moving aircraft, 	 mountain as the captain was being 

	

The task force encountered heavy 	hoisted in. 	Captain Locher was swung 

	

ground fire on its way to and from the 	onboard and the rescue force headed 
captain's mountainside perch. 	 home. 

The trip home was no downhill glide. During the next 23 days he subsisted 
Eve 	village was a source of round on fruit, nuts and berries. He was 
fir?. Truck, even a train, 	:paned very successful in locating water. 

	

"One day I eyed a banana tree all 	fire on the task force, but the A-1 
Sandys 

	

day. It didn't have any bananas on it, 	 returned the fire, not only  

	

but I remembered I could get water out 	protecting the helicopters but destroy- 
of it. Just before evening I stuck 	a 	log one locomotive, several railroad 

cars and trucks. 

	

hole in it and pot myself three pints 	
Other crewmembers on the 1)11-53 mak- of good banana water." 

jog the pickup were Capt. John H. Gil- 

	

On another day, he repo”ted, "I went 	lespie, copilot, and TSgt. Bobbie 	L. 

	

through somebody's garden and stole 	Welhorne, combat photographer. 

	

some chives. They had some pretty good 	Upon return here. Captain Locher was 
chives there." 	 greeted by Gen. John W. Vogt, commander 

	

Captain Locher changed his position 	of Seventh Air Force, who was here on a 

	

in search of good cover, food and wa- 	s taff vi sit.  

	

ter. He shifted approximately 15 miles 	
Captain Locher said, "Those Jolly 

during his 23-day ordeal. 	 Greens and Sandys are just great. They 

	

"In this one clearing there was a 	did a wonderful job in getting me out 

	

hootch and behind it was a pretty steep 	of there. I can't thank them enough." 
little mouitain, so I just climbed up 
their garden and halfway up their moun-
tain, quite near the top. That's where 
I stayed the last two days." 

	

Although he had made attempts, the 	 ...Team places second 
captain had been unable to make radio 
contact with U.S. aircraft. 

"I could hear them bombing and hear 
the enemy shooting hack, so I fi ,ured 
when they stopped shooting that meant 
they were heading home. It also meant 
they could listen for people and I 
could get on the radio. 

"I did this yesterday 	and two 
flights came up to answer me. That was 
the first time I made radio contact." 

The contact triggered the search and 
rescue penetration deep into North 
Vietnam. The rescue forces were driven 
off by MIGs on their first attempt. 

The next day, the task force headed 
north again, led in by the Sandys of 
the 56th Special Operations Wing. Heavy 
ground fire failed to dissuade the res-
cue aircraft as they continued north. 

When they approached Captain Loch-
er's position, the Sandys made a pass 
over him, circled the mountain, made a-
nother pass and then led in a Super 
Jolly Green Giant, commanded by Capt. 
Dale E. Stovall. 

As the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron helicopter moved 	in, 

...New commander 
During his tour as MAC commander 

since August 1969, General Catton in-
troduced the C-5 Galaxy into the Air 
Force strategic airlift inventory. 

General Catton's command is charged 
with the operation of the global mili-
tary airlift system plus aerospace res-
cue, air weather, photo audio-visual 
and aeromedical evacuation systems 
throughout the world. 

General Simler assumed command of 
ATC in September 1970 and was charged 
with the mission of selecting and trai-
ning American men and women for the Air 
Force in military, technical, and fly-
ing skills. 

General Sinder is a native of Johns-
town, Pa., and a graduate of the Uni-
versity of ilaryland. he was commission-
ed in August 1942 and served two combat 
tours in the European Theater of Opera-
tions during World War II. He was shot 
down in July 1944 and evaded capture 
and was successful in flaking his way 
Sack to the Allied lines in September 
1944. 

He is a command pilot and had served 
as vice commander, USAFE, prior to his 
ATC assignment. 

General McBride served as MAC Chief 
of Staff under General Catton and was 
appointed to the USAFE position last 
September. 

Missing man formation 
tribute to crew 

TAN SON NHUT AB, RVN--When Maj. Gary 
L. Gamble recently returned from what 
was to be his last mission in Southeast 
Asia, he led his crew in a tribute to 
members of his squadron who would not be 
returning home. 

Traditionally, a 40th 	Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron 	pilot's 
last flight in SEA ends with a ceremony 
consisting of an extra pass over the 
field and a splashing with a bucket of 
cold water when he steps from his air-
craft. 

But Major Gamble wanted to expresa 
the feeling of his squadron for those 
who will never return home. He reques-
ted permission for three HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giants on his mission to 
fly a brief "missing man" formation, as 
a tribute to a crew that perished in 
March. 

The crew,flying an 1111-53 of the 40th 
ARRSq, was downed by hostile action 
during a rescue operation in enemy ter-
ritory. 

The 40th ARRSq is well known 	for 
flying Super Jolly Green Giants. Their 
record of saving lives of downed flyers 
has earned them great respect in the 
Air Force. 

The pride within the unit and the 
feeling among its members made the 
brief and simple ceremony very mean-
ingful. In fact, it was so meaningful 
that Major Gamble voluntarily extended 
his assignment for three months. 

changing ideas and techniques for 
search and rescue operations, the com-
petition has evolved into a test of 
team skills in navigation, scramble and 
precision winching events. 

The Alpha crew from Det. 4, 40U 
ARRWg, Ramstein AB, Germany, included: 
Captains Leonard and John C. Smith, 
TSgt. Leroy W. King and SSgt. William 
G. Wilson. 

The Bravo crew from Bet. 5, 40th 
ARRWg, Hahn AB, Germany, included: Maj. 
William D. McColl, Capt. John W. Chris-
tianson, and Staff Sergeants Robert T. 
Anderson and Carl M. Miller. 

Ground crew members included Staff 
Sergeants Carlos L. Joiner and Donald 
C. Blair, and Sgt. Gary W. Wasmer. 

The teams participating were: Royal 
Belgian Air Force; Royal Danish Navy 
and Air Force: French Navy; Federal 
German Navy and Air Force: Royal Neth-
erlands Navy and Air Force: Italian Air 
Force: and Britain's Royal Air Force. 
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