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Unsung Hero 
.. 

he Amazing Rescue 
of Bat 21 Bravo 
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SEAL Rec.ie of HambIton (BO 21 Bruvol and Cbrk (NaI 38 Bravo) April 244 1' 72 11. 

Cruh  d'- 
&AT 21  1 

L 	fli 

QU114 
1E1NA&1 

10 th/ 

,00-~ 

• - .  -  -  _  -

A" ~WnLjtn 4V 
. 	-.  - - - -. -  -  1 

£ ariciws REL 

I . 

• CL 	rci IT 

ZI 
•11• 	 I•• 

f1% 

L i4 

r. 
! 

CT 
OI1GEN87 

MViY 

011urw  

Q U f MG T R 
PROVINCE 

Arriciic ric wl.rhilrcrw Th 	 niu t of  

I c Simh VI orrrir n1 1iiFan try Dihii, ne.ly 

frflTId ii p1c LhC 	tLiri .4rnricn 	nd 

V7JJ1 IiiLII (3f iQuanth Tri Pivici. The Lnitd 

M11-led LIlt B-52 bmbers Lind ot[1tr .-\rnh;iii 
Mr 1UwL1r k Lct the e1&iuen1 .Swth Vii- 

kcLse, wd. biwiii Apri' nrtti JLFrø 	V72. 

IJ-52 missims 'c rc [ninhti. 	Irg wic 

	

k&K, wos L1 	n1Liun, Whu flc i' 
!!LU jr 	 F-i Oeelrmucs wuriaxe 

pl*c k'rgnI (ji1m viiy i- Ls md ximmrni 
tm W dftT,3 pith for the. 

n .'\A ilrt 	U,.atr rniI (SAM) n-J with 
1Ihtw }113.66 bo landed rj- 	highway uØ a C. 

OU1C beLmern thc OMZ nd Lhe S(iiJ Mieti Giffiw 

injumd in hi rc1-. 	I1iLrn. W'1.1h it ripped 
ipri wiTh .Fripnd 'rç4 4 o uç.iJ pi thit lift hirn Ihnp 

jii in-par,  h hgl 	 rvathng NVA irt*p  

iri 	ri'r i cig1i th 	re ffl th h,tdown 	- 

PoTled. by:,OW hist 	Mrti 	mti-lfrcTft wepr1r Of 
war- 

All 	inied it 	v& titd t 	tpeTt i either 

1qei cv voxg nk.wd an 21 flr 	 YL1ttfd 
kL pug nr 1 	U ba was .k*dowft Evffy frw 
h 'vr,F1ld 	14 N 	1n Few a qip liat 	Ic had hltmd hi 

TPflc .']gIiIL I-Ile ..ixii 	KIiJ 	)1i 	Th- 
F!L[fljLtFLfl, t]1I111 	WLt 011 

1LmI Li. WhiLci,c 19 	Phr Newwr 

8w 71 reewnts rb&thcccni 0 Iliv wnj I iiEkL 

ptwiid anompis it rvurwc H hLu Hi tPc riitkJI 

of 	1T(UJX1 ht1t1t 	(JI I WD ViL iine.'1i' 
The NVA wim.1wre 45f [be Kqe MN,2off .r1prnL1n 

iii1 ccim mil Fc.d wi .nIen,c Aff-aV Of 1MJirciIL 

vk"Vicw:~ to dam -e itnd dLiy V.S. hI.i1pkrc. 
aid IiNl-w]1lq llrnt1t inflicLing. heivy c41IL. 

111PI1 Lt -ir 
JU( flhiIU 	1ifti LI 21 1rnvc Eiid.d in hi 

ptihu. dw h.1pr 8thc 	? new fl ED 	Iiiii btkL 
enct-untered 	hy cru,rj., fim, wt kinj th rt 

1A 'iaiid. Thc chopprr was .hin Lk1w3, ;ritI All ew nirnbF 
wat ki11d nr cephwod, The rie x i Ju, i w1 iith-r l. Lki.iic-rnrii'-

Miid fliut (Nail 3K Bra) w.L.d Willirgrn 11mciztsan, w6uc dwis  

tFt 

 
pq th&C)V-IIG wiv fl'igcbtd pmtc~ thop f, ir -Li.ni- 

Wfl &4h 41rwn 'ejetcd t 	1L' bvi hII ( Irk. hid LIP th 
,with lk orth'z Mtu (iia 	rd wmd ric, 
quickly pLured by thc Mii Vte 

PI to Er Uo 

iht KVA pmrim 11 WPLS dgu work.'tit Th A ii borp- 
C.~Fj.RjTCM1t" ithied th kLVLI thw cnrc 	diim 

'rhousarids of HVA, 

arniur and arfillety  

swarmed the area, 

supported by a 

huge can centratioli 

of an*airc raft 
wjo nry 

ng.1342Y arkil 	ucu. 	dCrd airman bo.0015 INiPh 1.;I he"Imptal armMolff aft Iifld 4!th NJa isid Muni' 	inflitf Or. ion u Me Samp.  

mOMO J1f*ttiuiiphd 	sd th& OW intG*iô M 

45 vit1*M OEC1tR 20 013  



PEfiEF 1! 	ni Ii . Iy' 	EAI QFT In tJiJi iI iriindiE&y lullawIrtU Th! HI 21 r'u I11ITSi. iii 	ifl mnur F hi 0101U.5 

riqr 	ri' 	ufflIto1ccDrrPfl 	irri1mdr Prnrti on Z"rlat nlpriipi 	riIiL!. Col. 1cftI lnbIIai!i IF iiu4i 	rApril 13. 

Uii ij. 4 of dic NAR tW.jjtlmi. Ajn1 6, re.cUr c;iIkd ii 

	

- iik 	cba itii 	anihr 	 -' I1• 

rirL nf11L 	iid Ihr Chiit Allqied rirt I1iLLL t 

IUk iiid dt -  F1.I W1 1IUiL!1 IIU S J F] I (,nx n (1T7 ii9 cc I 

B a21mm i i. be gmi L i 1iL grtLHtt tTv ftil ill' 1wie 

irid WOR h31.. fl cuLJt1.{ fiii. 	Lc dfkLrL Ato 	ihrc1 just-  'i'.FUJI t 

•i 	I1.I1 	pnjrion1  ki Minp Li 11 1\ Jrnn 	Thr iidi 

an (N-Il' iiII 'in Ct 	' 	11 iig in LppnE1 cli ih k. 

Wi slioL dIjWI I:1.!r thc B lçI 	39 cih -ii 	ddin two  

Ifllj !IL1rC1 irm1!n I ¶I 	'1I hct. 

By Apiil 9. the Air 	 iii.' in W&S iJi. El ghl oicutuft Fpid 

bccii Li 111iVCIJ. .14 Arm I . 	LT'- kad, twohad btvn LJ[LJFCd 

aintL two were 	euaL ki. 	rL1l Crihict Mrr. iutti 

PL 	'!r r0djid&n# any p 	 SAR1rt5 

1x wo pi.kd ii 0 rc- i OM another chc1pL•r' mioii w 

i,jd 	tht grtI iLiiag ft navyEALS—J.S. Li.1thrbHhI 

Ncis. ,RVN PttvCM 
=WId 	1Xb r  V je I fl  OW,%r. cu] T• 

intk. The corn p9 M the ')Pm['R)D Wks 	jcirLc U.S. 

Vmi 	TIVJ tCJ In I() -6wm Lp thE S&rg Mi 	whik tht 

(WI 

lu 

	

tc 	rbP1 niHi floW ilcmMam fcir 
ApriL U]. Norrs aI h icarii ttcL icIir ii 	aii&t iic'r 

cm t 	iith buk ;)t th Mkti Gir and 	ii]L4t Lietr 	4tI 

plans. Tlwy set ma 	retriot Crk 111r1 Tlicv wcru]t iii be in  

JJiRt t.i4i.O 	liii Jill • iII wEh (-1.'i& or H&nbktrL, but 'LI(LL 

IY-. 	LorLiy i n fo n 11LFi1 hcic1 1i)M2LIP1  i. (201. Andy An 

on1'hCWS n 	LiUt1L F \I (arnT1Cu im]ii1.d p- 

ricr ipntkr ivi i : 	 :11 F I 	1I.CL'lfl and CatIL Thcir 

pInLIhI.1 LRC--4 adii w,±ri thi. It!{J%1 	rflT pIcX'L Lr MIT- 

rn thkr piic1fl. 

IJctciiirtt 1'1Lr1 wW wa6fivni kbhci. !!II his cryp In,  

1ruiUt)J129 Iç llü.aI iikiwti 1111C nvCt IA) 	 W] 	flt1J- 

th: 	this ii*il 	o'iCi-  the fflitlLI 	bc-o)mc b-cJLi 

W111jams ztrwj got in iI Svikc and 	Irom 1BOM Lc Thin Fik' 

- 

.WIXP heTL h. td 	,. 	i.irk iki uic1y hy. 

In  di dL.t1 	111. ,. 	.cfl ar 0ir1 bui was;  

ni.The [AL, riurii'.d Ill 11N tc.cm dtgcthvr they bgn th'r-

uiII1dth rI\Ie.c 

wn 	thui, h' ro4 (b171 tiJiig  Otl the- fiver'  

With 	 ii hrtL th vcrINL ihcr wq back ftligh 

Vrl-nny 1rrtUry lo ,heir hki  commami pis. After rning 

irnki hy N'VA rocki wd ni1ir I[ re. 	gt'tE to getc1IIi 

rn'FVeLI (Li safqy- 
Cold'iid H hetcin' iuiitjtwi w imit jt anOv lii urI by 

huu1-c.I after mt)re chin a his 
ev;ictinT he nThy. lIe W3 i.iiickr cover 2bMt 4 Wbe f1i ih thv. 

Airbirr i1iu11IrN tOIL! Liii Rk I11 	hiS wy 10 bc Sinatrn& 

10EM3EIR 20OB 10 LTPl*M 47 





 

II 
l -• 

11.1+ 

 

ii wa& my dLL:' Kwi  

I±tT 504. L!CLPtJ1L 

Nm was ihbci-of ri 

1r 4 '{ Hity EA1. 	F 

(1L'W Lhog Hainbkt 

tJiWcacdy ri.kc1 OUT 

hd. AM 1he rim the 
\'etIbm1 	}1U[1Id11d( 

li- mi MY team W' . uLIL 

frf ffw. 	riot] vhidi was Fi 
0 1fcuk it itic:j-n FigTOin. So I 	1. 

LffI1 CC f&d 0- COOTIVC i 	 widi Tii'n aiid w]i.1 Lilili Uit if You 

wor1' I wtrk If yu gO (Ifl1 I YG Iifle 

AT MISWffIIJ. WK OWTHEM SEALS drd up ws N VA z- 

dicr ind r' 	ip thit Micii Gan t  9 17AN1111Vd. cu 	Wheiv  

they inrndjj Lt. thk sampan. E1iLWkti in i 	taLI biZw, ,&"y pad- 

We4 mknily upner 1]ugh1 Liz njVN, tkep !o i1u1y im• 

Ioiy. past NVA 	 rinthIiLg 	Hy k 	nLed 

thcni bw iho rndi ccuruc nisvil gulim rKaT1) irfl-

ri th'c c[iaT 4aLEL ihiy xrn r- &ied 011c 

hffd 	rhL't thir LItLL flJ WLTL IIF1LIk tLl'ldrr 

(hC3J1 Lo bcd:. Wili NVA Itr 	Lrcr.iLg r]gIil 

ilieir 
Thc Lwi Mi2thquIlAly iiriid L1fi141Ll, iiiice.ctii 

Tth.g Cm Lo FtIi'er rirr -nriti s.I Øffir! 	ruI IiPIT, LuIi th 

ruhwd 	am.ui and fli-ij.id aNV TON irt rW111d W'ly 

h 	erIi1 B1 i r'io pr, iIl!l ariI 	Lo turn arcwnd. While MR U. 

	

airiI5EAL 	 LrDl. RL5 and 

hWtIi. 13w. hc; was ;d VW: Wu1S LL YVI  tI TddThl and w!U5e4Jy-

r IhAkL Lby h4 thii ii1ic iJ %N e.rr, com I qg QL&L 

Nurri and Ki ht! Ipx1 i mhLru 11110  ihr Namw wij. WON 

dii bai rig iJtwu tEll thi arux apin,wd hi iii NA iih tanti.cici 

ariJ twgim, plIiin 	•ii 	w1-hrj%- r. A gant1cl. i'i 4VA trtp 

diy1rLc] iht 	-1i'cr' and rrpciLed1v took theci tkndCT 1rc, 

NIUT1S r iic4ed irtjiii inJ 1±ii 	iithtEiittfl of thL' aintrikcs 

ind w% 	Fine nxa South VLm;uc fttives IN,  

1iiiI 	!1.tI1• 
R 

	

Thti. 1Tt]IIi 	htfc 1 NIIFi ".. 	Ffl 	LJitGl Liied shoi. 

i 	iid runii 	iifter thc rhi 	'iien AcciriJiril'> 	Nivy 

Cris. ciition, /cr/ rrnh iw rI11tXkJ Uo kp tht ri' 

vi 	.d NrrrL]  %rvfrR &$I obir prriI. ' 

L1I1. -I North Viol ni1nhi 	oIdi'r with i nichii 	iui 

pcnct fspe on LtTn- KkVoiira! 	]I1fC%L 

p.d'd rhr .mprI' 	v/ry djrIird .i buHk 40d 
F 	Re J r.irk '.i !i*11f' 

rirWfl,I '  
'11w fighwrs t U1 k,w 	 .nd 

iLLci with F u'ri.bu 	vurIy 

iL Lk posifilorkbr. 	(1b) rate-al"  Wmtc Whi. 

i.ciriib. a Ii miciA'i Ft're ufliu 	kwniciic 

I n Vnim iiwINK11 iAg-p'i1 for 11w Bit 2 
di on , 'MIC jam tE.ir LI1 dr'i.pjwt wa ihcir M4 

and hca*d i 	Istrm! WIpi(1fl thi bi'r for:  

21 B ra%ro, FuaLl [hy91WdbiflL 	-iome  

IS1L nc.t1ytn 111 tht' mud on Ore-Kush M& of the 

f,kc1 	dtiiiiwi 	tLTiXl1Ii U LkLS 

&rtow round 	1iL lost 4 xiuith i:isid iu1Icrid 

. hr k'ia wrW gtkE tl'ii ILl 	Jr he hW. L1L- 

1K1et calmly 

continued to keep 

the enemy 

contused aheani 

Norris succcs.sfUty 

evaded the 

NV& patrid' 

D -ECF-MBEF1200B VITMAM 49 



Nguyen Van Kiel and his wife, 

Thuy, at a Vetetans Day event 

in Auburn, Wash., In 2006. 

smoke bonibs. 11hs created a curlain thai. Non-is [arid Kiet] could. 
then use for cover, Kiet and Non-i.s got hack into the sampan and 
made. a dash to thei r small outpost, where they carried .Hambhton 
ashore4  gave him first aid and then called for an armored person- 
nel carrier to evacuate Ehcnt The APC carried Hambleton, Norris,. 
Kiet and the other two ictriarnese  SEALS back to Doni Ha, 

PcLr\' Officer Kiet received hiss Navy Cross 011 April 6, 1976,   at 
the Sand 1-kjnt Naviij Air Station in Seattle, Wash., with Toni Norris 
in it 1tcndw1cci, Ir hi s part i n I I i e reSCLUe of Lientenaru Clark and Li. 
Cot. Harnbken, Lieutenant NO.LTIS was given the nation's highe[ 
award—the Modal of knur. Kiet Navy ,Cro nonetheless rep- 
resents the highest award for which he was eligible, since United 
Slates law does not authorize the Medal of Honor to personsnot  
in the U.S. military. The only other South Vietnamese servicenian 
awarded the Navy Cn)ss was Trnn Van Bay. who rcccivd it posthu- 
niously in 1967 for covering an enemy grenade with Iii body and 
avin L]ie lives of several U.S. Marines. 
Beside' the U.S. Navy Cross, during his South \"ietiimese navy 

career Kki also earned three Vietnam' Bronze Scar for heroiNm 
arid two Vietnamese wound medals. Shortly after the rescue oper- 

aion, Kiet completed U.S. Navy un- 
derwater demolition team (LIJDT) and 
SEAL advanced training in the 
Phi lippin'. He was later i i1VMlLd in 
combat operations from the DMZ to 
Ca Mau at the outhern lip of Viet- 
iiain. and was badly wounded duilug 
u f  N VA attack on the Rach Ciia naval 
base. After recovery from his last 
WOUrLd5, lie was rea45signcd a.s a train- 
ing NCO at the Cat Lai Vietnamese 
navy SEAL training base near 
Saigon. As NVA forces neared 
-jftrn in 1975. and Cat Lai came 
under intense enemy rocket attack, 
the hasewas ordered evacuated and 

most naval personnel there escaped by ship down the Saigon River, 
Kiet went first in Guam. then Camp Pendleton. He was spon- 

sored by a retired teacher in the sniall coniniunity of Forks, Wjsk, 

where he lived for t 1 years while working in a lumber mill. He 

became an American &itzen in 1984 and moved to Seattle. where 
he worked for the Boeing Corporation or a1nost 20 years befire 
refiFing in 2005. 

ACTIVE IN THEAMERICAN special operations community. Kiet is a 

1ièiime nieniber of the UDT/SEAL Associaiiun the 75th Ranger 

R.egineni Association, the Special Forces Association the Special 

Opei ¼ItTOflS Association, the Legion of Valor and the Republic of 

Vietnurri Special Forces Aociation. In 2Jl the Special Forces 

Association named hni Member of the Year, and in 2002 the Mi1i 

tary Order of the World Wars presented him with its Silver Patrick 

Henry Medallion flar patriotic achievement. 

Lieutenant Norris stayed on in Vietnam, working with 50(1 and 
South Vietnamese naval commandos, and took part in many dan- 

gemus reconnaissance missions a.loiig the coast. In October 1972, 
only six months after the rescue of Bat 2] Bravo, he was,  badly 
wounded in one such operation and rescued under 111tense enemy 

tire by aiicLher SEAL. For saving Norris. Eiiginenmn First Class 

Michael Thornton received the last Medal of Honor earned in the 

Vietnam War. Norris spent three years recovering from his griev- 

Nflrri looks on (Kiel is out of oamera range) in Dorg I-Ia as an exhauslerl 

and injiird U. C&. HanibIetnn (Bat 21 Bravo) is carried on a stretcher 

to a wailing m6devac helicopter, his 13day rescue ordeal finally over. 

otis wounds arid was niediciUy rccired from the Navy. Iii April 

1976. Norris wus presented the Medal of Honor by President. 

Gerald R. Ford for his pan in rescuing Haniibieion and Chirk. In 

1979 he jnuid the FBI. where he had a disthiguished career deal- 

jug with terrorism and counterterrorim issues. Torn Norris is now 
retired and lives in northern Idaho. 
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• fa:iI MjN.uuI &tnekjr.-
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